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INTRODUCTION. 


AS  few  lives  have  exhibited  a  more  pure  ex- 
ample of  piety  and  virtue,  than  that  which 
is  fet  forth  in  the  enfuing  pages,  it  has  been  thought 
right  to  bring  it  forward  to  general  notice  ;  under 
a  hope,  that  an  account  of  this  humble,  felf-deny- 
ing,  and  dedicated  fervant,  will  prove  the  means  of 
inftructing  others  \  and  of  ftrengthening  their  faith 
in  the  efficacy  of  that  Divine  Principle,  u  which 
wrought  all  her  works  in  her." 

It  will  be  proper  to  inform  the  reader,  that  the 
materials  from  which  this  work  is  compofed,  confift 
of  journals  written  by  herfelf  of  her  travels  through 
Scotland,  Ireland,  and  fome  of  the  weitern  counties 
in  England,  and  of  a  coniiderable  number  of  let- 
ters to  fome  of  her  intimate  friends.  From  thefc 
lait  have  been  extracted  fuch  parts,  as  were  defcrip- 
tive  of  her  other  labours  and  travels,  or  likely  to 
be  of  publick  ufe.  A  connexion  of  the  different 
events  and  circumftances,  has  been  made  through- 
out, by  fhort  narratives  or  explanations  ;  but  great 
care  has  been  taken  to  preferve,  as  much  as  could 
b?,  her  own  words  and  arrangements. 

Thofe  extracts  of  letters  which  do  not  appear  to 
have  a  peculiar  connexion  with  the  narrative,  and 
which  could  not  have  been  regularly  introduced 
there,  have  been  collected  together,  and  are,  near- 
ly in  the  order  of  time,  inkrixd  in  the  Appendix, 
A  3  The 


vi         INTRODUCTION. 

The  importance  of  their  fubjedts,  and  their  inftruct- 
ive  tendency,  it  is  apprehended,  will  render  them 
an  acceptable  addition  to  the  other  part  of  the 
work.  Although,  from  the  time  of  her  engage- 
ment in  the  miniftry,  fhe  was  greatly  dedicated, 
and  much  employed  in  various  religious  fervices 
during  the  remainder  of  her  days ;  yet,  for  want 
of  materials  left  by  herfelf,  an  account  of  many  of 
thefe  is  omitted  in  the  following  work  ;  which  it 
feemed  proper  to  confine,  almoft  throughout,  to 
fuch  part  of  her  life  and  labours  as  could  be  col- 
lected from  her  own  writings.  It  may  not  be  im- 
proper to  obferve  alfo,  that  this  mode  of  compofing 
a  narrative,  by  extracts  from  letters,  will  fometimes 
be,  unavoidably,  attended  with  a  want  of  clofe  con- 
nexion, and  with  a  degree  of  repetition  :  but  as  this 
was  the  only  way  by  which  a  material  part  of  her 
labours  could  be  brought  into  view,  it  is  hoped  that 
thefe  circumftances  will  not  be  deemed  of  much 
confequence  ;  and  that  the  deeply  inftrudtive  nature 
of  her  literary  correfpondence,  will  fufficiently  war- 
rant its  publication. 
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CHAP.     I. 

Her  Education. — Divine  Vifttations. — Conflict  ariflng 
from  her  natural  Vivacity,  feV. — Solid  State  of  her 
Mind  in  the  early  Part  of  Life. — Exercifes  about 
the  Time  of  her  flrfl  Appearance  in  the  Miniflry. 
— Vifit  to  Part  of  the  Counties  of  Wcflmoreland 
and  Cumberland. — Vifit  to  the  Meetings  of  Che/hire, 
and  a  Part  of  thofe  in  Lancafhire,    isfc. 

SARAH  GRUBB,  daughter  of  William  and 
Elizabeth  Tuke,  was  born  at  York  in  Great 
Britain,    20th  of  6th  month,  in  the  year  1756. 

In  her  tender  years  fhe  was  deprived  of  her  mo- 
ther, who  was  removed  from  her  by  death,  before 
A  4  (he 
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fhe  was  five  years  old  :  but  her  father  marrying: 
again  about  the  tenth  year  of  her  age,  this  lofs  was., 
from  that  time,  abundantly  compenfated  by  the 
maternal  care  and  regard  of  a  fecond  mother  ;  of 
whofe  tendernefs,  and  folicitude  for  her  beft  wel- 
fare, fhe  has  left  many  grateful  and  affectionate 
teftimonials. 

The  watchful  and  religious  education  with  which 
fhe  was  favoured,  proved  as  a  hedge  round  about 
her,  and,  under  divine  care,  preferved  her  during 
that  dangerous  feafon  of  life,  from  the  many  cor- 
ruptions and  follies,  that  abound  in  the  world,  and 
to  which  unguarded  young  people  are  forrowfully 
expofed.  In  the  days  of  her  youth,  fhe  was  often 
made  fenfible  of  the  goodnefs  of  her  heavenly  Fa- 
ther, and  her  eyes  anointed  to  fee  the  emptinefs 
and  delufion  of  all  worldly  enjoyments,  and  to  be- 
hold the  beauty  which  there  is  in  the  truth  ;  and 
ftrong  defires  were  often  raifed  in  her  mind,  that 
fhe  might  be  thoroughly  refined,  and,  even  at  the 
lofs  of  every  thing  elfe,  be  made  to  polTefs  the  pearl 
of  great  price. 

Thefe  gracious  extenfions  of  divine  regard  met 
with  great  opposition  from  the  livelinefs  of  her  dil- 
pofition,  and  the  ftrength  of  her  natural  powers  ; 
which  occafioned  the  felf-denying  meeknefs  and 
fimplicity  of  the  chriftian  life,  to  be  to  her  an  hard 
attainment ;  and  many  painful  ftruggles  fhe  expe- 
rienced, before  fhe  was  made  willing  to  yield  up 
every  facrifice,  and  to  follow  her  Lord  whitherfo- 
ever  he  might  be  pleafed  to  lead. 

During 
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During  the  laft  illnefs  of  that  eminent  minifter, 
John  Wooiman,  me  was,  at  times  favoured  to  wait 
upon  and  affift  him.  His  faith  and  patience,  with 
the  fweet  favour  of  his  pure  fpirit,  made  a  deep  and 
profitable  impreffion  on  her  mind ;  exemplifying 
the  power  and  goodnefs  of  that  divine  hand,  which 
me  felt  fecretly  at  work  in  her  own  heart,  calling 
her  to  newnefs  of  life,  and  holinefs  before  the  Lord. 
It  was  to  her  that  this  valuable  friend,  when  near 
the  clofe  of  life,  addrefied  thofe  comfortable  ex- 
prefiions,  which,  indeed,  may  be  called  a  blefling  : 
"  My  child,  thou  feems  very  kind  to  me,  a  poor 
creature  ;   the  Lord  will  reward  thee  for  it." 

A  deep  fenfe  of  the  purity  of  the  divine  life,  and 
a  lively  feeling  of  her  own  frailties,  joined  to  an 
earnelt  concern  that  fhe  might  become  fully  puri- 
fied in  heart  and  life,  caufed  great  circumfpection 
and  fear,  and  made  her  often  go  mourning  on  her 
This  appears  from  the  following  extracts  of 
•S  letters  to  her  friends,  written  in  early  life, 
which,  in  fome  meafure,  £hew  the  exercife,  and 
ftate  of  her  mind,  at  that  period  ;  and  which  may 
be  acceptable,  as  they  ferve  to  exhibit  the  begin- 
nings and  gradations  of  that  work,  which  confpicu- 
oufly  marked  the  future  periods  of  her  life. 

1772. "  I  feel  thy  bearing  with  my  weak- 
ness, and  thy  candor  in  judging  of  them,  which 
makes  me  the  more  ready  to  communicate  what  I 
feel.  Oh  could  I  tell  thee,  it  would  be  comforta- 
ble !  But  that  which  is  felt  and  not  underftood, 
cannot  be  defcribed  ;  and,  indeed,  1  begin  to  think 
a  ftatc  of  infenlibility  to  what  is  good  is  approach- 
A  5  in£. 
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ing.  I  may  truly  fay  I  dread  it.  May  I,  by  that 
fear,  guard  the  more  j  yet  my  infirmities  feem  fo 
juft  a  caufe,  that  they  are  numerous  enough  to  de- 
prels  the  little  life  that  is  left." 

1772. "  Thine  has  excited  in  me  the  warm- 
eft  wifhes  for  the  extendings  of  divine  bounty,  10 
be  enabled,  with  refignation  and  fortitude,  to  do, 
bear,  or  fuffer,  whatever  it  may  pleafe  the  Father  of 
fpirits  to  inflict  upon  me.  Yet  I  cannot  but,  with 
confcious  forrow,  own  the  truth  of  thy  remark, 
concerning  a  too  great  anxiety  for  a  larger  portion 
of  the  defcendings  of  the  Father's  love,  than  is  fuit- 
able  in  the  fight  of  an  omnifcient  Deity. n 

1773. M  I  feem  recovering  from  my  late 

illnefs,  and  have  favourable  fymptoms  for  life  ;  but 
for  what  kind  of  a  one  I  know  not.  I  am  at  a  lofs 
to  fay  whether  it  is  a  pleafing,  or  a  painful  profpect. 
1  feel  the  effects  of  both,  and  am  ready  to  counte- 
nance the  latter,  knowing  there  is  fomething  in  my 
nature,  which  is  loth  to  be  fubjected  under  that 
power,  which  ought  to  actuate  every  part  of  our  de- 
meanour \  and  there  is  nothing,  that  I  know  of,  fo 
contrary  to  my  natural  will,  as  that  patiently  wait- 
ing, and  quietly  hoping,  which  thou  mentions  ;  it 
being,  certainly,  preparatory  to  the  work  of  reform- 
ation in  us  ;  and  if  this  be  rightly  performed,  no 
mundane  enjoyment  would  be  adequate  to  the  fore- 
tafte  of  that  confummate  felicity,  which  I  believe  is 
the  refiilt  of  fo  defirable  a  work  :  and,  indeed,  with- 
out fome  degree  of  that  bleffing,  even  in  my  unwor- 
thy ftate,  this  life,  would  be  little  fuperior  to  that  for 
which  I  fhould  look.     But  O  .this  glimpfe  of  hope, 

how 
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how  ready  are  we  to  catch,  though  the  twig  be  ever 
fo  flender,  and  the  profpect  ever  fo  faint !  yet  there 
is  a  danger  of  being  deluded,  as  the  Adverfary  is 
ever  ready  to  attack  the  weak  part,  and  that  is  one 
which  is  generally  expofed,  there  being  room  in 
the  human  breaft  for  fuch  prepoiTeffions.  I  ac- 
quiefce  with  thee,  that  it  is  in  filence  we  enjoy 
advantage,  and  in  folitude  we  mufe  the  won- 
ders of  unfearchable  wifdom.  Could  we  but  par- 
take of  a  larger  fhare  of  retirement,  I  am  (enfiblc 
the  works  of  an  almighty  hand  would  have  a  great- 
er influence,  and  the  mind  would  not  be  fo  ali- 
enated from  this  fource,  this  pleafing  (puree  of 
every  joy." 

1773. M  Surely  the  commemoration  of  the 

goodnefs  of  infinite  wifdom,  in  favouring  a  large 
fhare  of  the  youth  of  our  fociety  with  a  virtuous  and 
fober  education,  ought  to  infpire  us  with  a  willing- 
neis  to  imitate  the  bright  examples  we  have,  rather 
than  thofe,  whofe  lofs  we  mould  companionate;  for 
many  are  the  irreligious  principles,  that  the  Adver- 
fary is  endeavouring  to  fuggeft  in  the  minds  of 
youth,  more  efpecially  when  they  are  expofed  to  the 
tempeftuous  billows  of  an  unftable  world ;  but  happy 
is  it  for  thofe  that  refift  the  temptations,  and  fur- 
mount  the  difficulties  :  if  any  may  look  to  the 
recompenfe  of  reward,  'tis  certainly  they.  Eut  for 
my  part,  I  am  often  afraid  left  I  fhould  grow  like 
the  heath  in  the  defert,  that  knoweth  not  when 
good  cometh  •,  or  that  the  manifold  favours  fhould 
prove,  as  water  fpilt  upon  a  ftone  ;  for  I  am  fare 
there  is  a  hardnefs  in  the  natural  heart,  not  c;.iily 
penetrated  j  and  though  I  experimentally  corf 

vet 
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yet  I  hope  there  are  many,  on  the  other  hand,  who 
can  fay,  they  witnefs  the  returning  from  their  ga- 
therings with  friends,  as  arifing  from  the  wafh- 
ing  pool." 

1774. "  We  certainly  reap  the  greateft  ad- 
vantages from  a  friend,  when  the  mind  and  natural 
flow  of  fpirits  are  moft  deprefled.  It  is  at  thefe 
feaibns  we  hear  the  intelligible  language  of  fympa- 
thy,  in  its  pleafing  notes,  and  look  upon  friendfhip 
in  its  exalted  ftation.  A  view  of  thefe  enjoyments 
excited  me  to  tafte  their  fruits,  (which  arc  the  dif- 
clofure  of  our  minds}  by  opening  the  fountain  of 
forrows,  and  unlocking  the  fpring  of  painful  feel- 
ings. That  they  may  overflow  the  banks  of  my 
pleafures,  and  bring  down  the  tall  cedars  of  Leba- 
non, laying  wafte  the  hills  and  the  mountains,  and 
eftabliihing  in  the  room,  that  Rock  whereon  the 
church  muft  be  built,  is  the  fwaying  inclination  of 
my  heart.  But  how  apt  are  we  to  turn  our  feet  from 
the  path  which  is  narrow  \  being  unwilling  to  make 
ftraight  fteps,  a  thing  moft  repugnant  to  our  unregc- 
nerate  wills  !  "We  therefore  cull  out  every  difcou- 
ragement,  and  itumble  at  the  fmalleft  ftone  \  each 
profpect  appearing  in  its  gloomieft  colours,  or  ra- 
ther, our  eyes  being  dimmed  by  the  glitter  of  world- 
ly objects,  and  inexperienced  in  the  joys  accruing 
from  faithfulnels,  we  fee  them  not." 

1775. "  Though  trials  and  conflicts  are  allot- 
ted to  the  faithful  followers,  yet  they  rife,  as  with 
ftones  of  memorial,  from  the  bottom  of  Jordan  •, 
when  alas  !  I,  and  fuch  like,  inftead  of  being  bene- 
fitted by  thefe  baptifm>;  find  them  unpleafing  and 

contrary 
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contrary  to  our  natural  propensities,  and  fo  fliun 
them,  for  a  more  eafy  way  to  peace  ;  but  cannot 
fuch  be  met  with  in  a  ftraight  place,  where  neither 
the  devices  of  the  creature,  nor  the  pleafures  of  the 
world,  can  refcue  them  from  the  pains  of  a  wound- 
ed confeience  ?  When  I  look  at  thefe  things,  and 
confider  how  intricate  the  path  to  our  real  happinefs 
is,  it  makes  me  frequently  fay  in  my  heart,  "  blef- 
fed  are  the  dead  that  have  died  in  the  Lord." 

1775. "  My  mind  was  often  with  you  yef- 

terday,  though  I  could  not  thereby  partake  of  the 
valuable  company  of  our  dear  friends  ;  but  I  hope 
many  that  are  more  worthy  did  :  for  certainly  the 
fociety  of  thofe  labourers  in  the  great  vineyard, 
muft  be  pleafing  and  inftructive  ;  yet,  at  times,  we 
feel  a  mortification  in  their  abfence,  which,  if  fuffer- 
ed  to  have  its  proper  effect,  might  be  a  means  of 
exciting  us  to  feek  after  an  inward  communion  with 
the  fource  of  all  good,  the  fpirit  of  truth,  which  is 
pure  and  unmixed  with  human  propenfities.  But  I 
am  afraid  that  I  am  fpeaking  more  from  hearing 
the  experiences  of  others,  than  from  my  own  ;  for 
I  know  the  language  of  this  internal  monitor  is  not 
intelligible,  without  the  mind  be  prepared  by  the 
fubjection  of  its  will,  and  all  its  powers  yield  to  the 
Supreme  :  and  this  ftate  I  am  fo  often  deprived  of, 
by  the  predominance  of  felf,  that  it  feems  hard 
to  fay,  whether  I  ever  rightly  enjoy  this  divine 
privilege." 

1 777- "  When  we  are  favoured  to  feel  an 

internal  communion,  an  intercourfe  incomprehenfl- 
ble,  'tis  indeed  attended  with  rejoicing  of  heart.  A 

fate 
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ftate  which  I  can  impute  to  no  good  caufe,  frequent- 
ly accompanies  me,  in  which  it  would  be  hard  for 
me  to  lay,  I  love  my  friends  •,  but  perhaps  it  is  a 
conftitutional  ftupidity,  which  nothing  but  the  im- 
mediate operations  of  truth  can  diveft  of ;  and  it  is 
only  during  the  overfhadowings  thereof,  that  the 
ufeful  faculties  of  my  mind  are  applied  to  good 
purpofes  ;  for  the  fpring  of  thy  S.  T.'s  machinery 
is  indeed  weak,  and  daily  requires  a  fupernatural 
aid  ;  but  when  wifdom  utters  her  voice,  when  the 
gentle  movings  of  uncreated  purity  have  gained  our 
ear,  what  obduracy  does  it  require  to  refift  its  ener- 
getic language,  and  lightly  efteem  the  oilers  of 
permanent  peace  !  My  heart  glows  with  an  earneft 
folicitude,  that  we,  my  dear  friend,  may  never  faint 
in  our  purfuit  after  celeftial  treafure,  but  refignedly 
furrender  our  whole  affections  to  the  gracious  dif- 
pofer,  and  preferver  of  his  people  ;  then,  I  doubt 
not,  our  union  will  increafe,  in  the  increafe  of  pu- 
rity, and  our  joy  and  rejoicing  in  the  fruition  of 
reward,  will  be  of  that  nature  with  which  the 
ftranger  doth  not  intermeddle." 


In  the  twenty  third  year  of  her  age,  flie  appeared 
in  the  miniftry.  For  this  awful  fervice  fhe  had 
been  prepared,  by  the  great  head  of  the  church, 
with  deep  and  humbling  baptifms  of  Tpirit.  But 
as  fhe  continued  patient  and  faithful,  under  this 
proving  difpenfation,  fhe  experienced  divine  fup- 
port,  was  gracioufly  brought  through  all,  and  en- 
abled to  ftand  acceptably  for  the  caufe  of  truth  and 
righteoufnefs  on  earth. 

The 


SARAH       GRUBB.  9 

The  clofe  trials  and  humiliations  of  her  ipirit 
about  this  time,  are,  in  fome  degree  teftified,  by  the 
following  felections  from  her  letters,  to  fome  of  her 
near,  fympathizing  friends.  And  though  thefe  ex- 
tracts are  of  coniiderable  extent,  it  is  hoped  their 
inftructive  tendency  will  warrant  the  infertion  of 
them  thus  at  large. 

1778. "  I  don't  know  but  a  little  love  for 

my  friends,  and  fenfibility  of  their  favours,  are  the 
only  virtues  I  poffefs,  and,  confequently,  all  that  I 
can  derive  any  good  from  :  for  to  my  dear  friend, 
to  whom  my  heart  hath  ever  been  open,  I  may  con- 
fefs,  that  whatever  has  heretofore  felt  like  life,  or 
been  a  participation  of  eternal  fubftance,  (though 
always  fmall,  and  no  doubt  the  food  convenient  for 
me)  is  now  entirely  extinguifhed  \  and  the  law, 
the  teftimony,  and  the  efFufions  of  fome  little  fecret 
devotion,  are  all  as  fprings  fhut  up,  and  fountains 
fealed.  Thou  art  experienced,  and  tried  with  many 
deep  baptifms,  with  wants  and  with  aboundings  5 
but  perhaps  fuch  a  ftate  of  infenfibility  to,  and  defer- 
tion  of,  all  that  feems  good  and  valuable,  was  never 
feen  meet  for  thee  ;  thy  refignednefs  rather  bring- 
ing thee  its  rewards,  thofe  of  true  obedience,  which 
have  built  up  and  compacted  as  a  Jerufalem,  the 
foundations  whereof  are  fure.  But  if  thou  knew 
the  different  fituation  of  my  poor  toffed  mind,  it 
would,  I  believe,  excite  a  degree  of  thy  fympathy, 
and  fear  that  the  Tempter  will  wholly  overcome  : 
for  now,  in  this  time  of  deep  poverty,  the  world 
has  indeed  occupied  much  room,  and  what  mav  be 
called  the  enjoyments  of  it,  are  as  clay  fettering  that 
part  appointed  for  immortality."—-—."  I  often  won- 
der 
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der  when  better  times  will  come  ;  when,  in  truth, 
we  can  adopt  the  language  of  the  juft  to  their  an- 
cient fource:  "  fpring  up,  O  well,  fing  ye  unto  it!" 
But  how  can  my  humiliation  be  deep  enough,  when 
I  confefs  that  this  fountain  appears  to  be  to  me, 
neither  ancient  nor  new  ?" 

1778. "  There  is,  I  believe,  an  holy  inter- 

courfe  and  communion  experienced  by  thofe  whofe 
language  is  fimilar  and  pure,  whofe  feet  are  eftablifh- 
ed  upon  the  immovable  Rock,  and  whofe  teacher 
and  ftrength  is  the  fovereign  Lord.  This  is,  I 
doubt  not,  one  of  their  rewards  ;  but  its  fanctity, 
its  refined  and  exalted  nature,  feems  to  exclude  me 
from  the  participation  thereof ;  for  I  may  confefs, 
the  painful  experience  of  my  mind  is  often  under 
fuch  a  ftate  of  defertion  from  infinite  goodnefs,  that 
I  fcarce  dare  look  towards  his  holy  temple,  or  ad- 
drefs  him,  but  in  iighs  unutterable." 

1778. "  Let  us  travel,  unitedly  travel  for- 
ward in  the  path  of  humble  obedience,  which  though 
tribulated,  and  thofe  that  walk  in  it  have  often  to 
experience  a  fhare  of  this  legacy,  "  In  the  world  ye 
fhall  have  trouble,"  yet  the  annexed  peace,  the 
bread  that  is  handed  in  fecret,  and  the  joy  with 
which  a  ftranger  doth  not  intermeddle,  are  furely 
fufficient  rewards  in  this  life,  and  an  earneft  of  that 
which  is  to  come,  that  glorious  referve  of  immor- 
tal blifs.  I  feel  a  greater  folicitude  than  words  can 
defcribe,  that  we  may,  unitedly,  be  entitled  to  it, 
and  partake  thereof,  and  that  we  may  feel  this  cer- 
tain mark,  that  we  love  one  another,  even  with  that 
'ove  which  will  fubfift  beyond  the  grave.     But  I 

wonder 
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wonder  how  arole  thefe  fenfations,  for  I  daily  con- 
clude myfelf  deftitute  of  any  that  are  good  •,  and  in 
the  abfence  of  him  whom  I  wifh  to  be  to  me  the 
chief  often  thoufand,  I  implore  the  path  of  obfeu- 
rity,  and,  with  the  mournful  prophet,  exclaim  in 
my  lonefome  habitation,  the  fecret  of  my  heart, 
"  Oh  that  I  had  in  the  wildernefs  a  lodging  place ! 
but  alas !  this  will  not  do,  this  is  not  the  will  of  him 
who  defires,  not  to  take  us  out  of  the  world,  but  to 
preferve  us  from  the  evil  that  is  therein.  It  is  the 
path  of  fullering,  it  is  the  crofs  and  the  lhame  that 
we  recoil  at  •,  and  for  want  of  true  dedication  of 
heart,  many  deep  and  hidden  forrows  are  ours." 

1779. "  To  inform  thee,  my  dear  friend, 

of  the  fecret  path  I  have  trod  of  late,  is  a  thing 
which  I  know  thy  good  fenfe,  and  experience  in 
the  myfteries  of  godlinefs,  will  prevent  thy  requir- 
ing. In  the  facred  union,  we  fee  the  neceffity  of 
the  leaven  being  hid,  which  cements  together  and 
brings  our  nature  into  a  onenefs,  till  the  whole  lump 
k  fanftified.  Under  this  apprehenflon,  I  have  of 
late  been  led  to  endure  many  new  and  fevere  con- 
flicts, without  daring  to  feek  confolation,  fave  from 
that  fountain,  which  iffues  in  the  right  time,  an 
inexhauftible  ftream  •,  but  to  which  I  am  ready  to 
conclude,  I  am  not  entitled  to  approach." 

1  779. "I  lately  thought  the  blefling  that  was 

craved  for  us,  was  abundantly  fhed,  and  our  walk- 
ing feemed,  a  little,  as  if  it  was  by  the  pillar  and  the 
cloud  ;  but  now,  the  fun  and  the  moon,  even  thofc 
heavenly  bodies  which  are  univerfally  diffufed,  have, 
from  our  eye,  withdrawn  their  light.    For  my  part, 
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I  have  feveral  times  concluded  the  work  is  done ; 
and  if  it  be  fufficiently,  I  am  glad ;  but  when  it 
feels  like  the  defcription  of  meat  and  drink,  there 
wants,  not  only  patience,  but  refignation  ;  an  at- 
tainment which  appears  to  me  to  be  a  degree  harder 
than  the  other.  Oh  may  we  walk  in  the  way  caft 
up  for  us,  and  may  we,  now  our  Mofes  is  with- 
drawn, be  preferved  from  making  a  likenefs!" 

u  A  fouth  land"  will,  I  hope,  yield  thee  "  fprings 
of  water  :"  they  require  hard  digging  for  here  \  but 
the  fountain  is  found  to  be  fo  deep  when  come  at, 
that  we  need  not  be  afraid  of  the  labour.  But  I 
have  nothing  to  boaft  of,  for  the  refrefhing  influ- 
ence of  the  waters  of  this  fountain,  has,  I  doubt 
not,  been  wifely  withheld  from  me  j  and  to  have 
a  channel  ready  for  their  return,  is,  what  I  en- 
deavour, though  feebly,  to  preferve." 

1779. <c  My  mind  has  been,  for  fome  time, 

incapable  of  deriving  any  fatisfaction,  from  either 
the  intercourfe  with,  or  confolation  of  a  friend. 
And  not  having  any  defire  to  feek  comfort,  or  have 
any,  but  from  the  fountain  of  it,  filence  was  not 
only  moft  confident  with  my  judgment,  but  moil 
eafy  to  myfelf,  if  I  found  any  thing  that  could  bear 
that  character.  Floods  of  diftrefs  have  indeed  near- 
ly overwhelmed  me,  and  I  know  not  where  to  turn, 
or  where  to  look  •,  I  abhorred  myfelf,  and  beheld 
not  the  power  that  could  purify.  "  When  I  look- 
ed for  good,  then  evil  came  ;  and  for  light,  behold 
there  was  darknefs." 

1779. "  I  went  to  meeting  yefterday  morn- 
ing, with,  I  thought,  fome  degree  of  devotednefs, 

and 
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and  for  fomc  time  fat  in  darknefs  •,  but  after  a  deep 
labour  of  mind,  there  felt  fomething  to  gather  about 
me  j  and  with  it  came  my  deep  rooted  diflike  to 
the  work  ;  which  fo  ftrove  with  the  other,  that  for 
a  time,  enduring  a  ftate  of  agony,  the  meeting 
broke  up.  On  going  in  the  afternoon,  I  conclud- 
ed myfelf  given  up,  and  little  expected  to  feel  any 
thing  again  at  that  time  :  but  after  fitting  a  while, 
the  matter  again  returned,  and  would,  I  believe, 
have  terminated  the  fame  way,  had  not  a  friend 
flood  up  with  the  paflage,  "  He  that  knew  his 
Lord's  will  and  prepared  not  himfelf,  neither  did 
according  to  his  will,  fhall  be  beaten  with  many 
ftripes."  This  did  indeed  come  home,  and  fo  ope- 
rated with  what  was  already  kindled,  that  after 
fuch  a  conflict  as  I  have  caufe  ever  to  remember, 
I  ventured  upon  my  knees,  and,  in  a  manner  I 
believe  fcarcely  intelligible,  poured  out  a  few  peti- 
tions. Now  I  feel  in  fuch  a  ftate  of  humiliation 
and  fear,  as  I  never  before  experienced  ;  and  my 
flrength,  both  natural  and  fpiritual,  fo  low,  that  the 
floods  are  ready  to  come  upon  me  again." 

1780. "  I  often  keep  filence,  and  find  my- 
felf a  fubject  copious  enough  for  meditation,  which 
is  not  always  of  the  pleafing  kind  ;  but  I  endeavour 
to  pafs  along  as  quietly  as  I  can  ;  it  being  feldom 
my  lot  to  experience  much  fympathy  or  fellow- 
fhip  with  my  friends,  and,  confequently,  I  cannot 
expect  to  derive  much  from  theirs.  And  yet  for 
all  this,  I  do  not  mean  to  complain,  but  am  abun- 
dantly convinced,  that  I  lived  upon  this  pleafant 
fruit,  this  fenfible  union,  long  enough  ;  and  to 
know  the  vrant  of  it,  is,  I  doubt  not,  fometimes  as 

neceffary 
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necefiary  as  its  free  circulation,  which  may  per- 
haps return  in  its  feafon,  when  it  may  prove  like 
the  dew  of  Hermon." 

1780. "   I  cannot  but  fear  thy  apprehen- 

fions  of  my  alliance  to  a  ftate  of  properly  attained 
peace,  arife  more  from  thy  good  willies  to  me,  as  an 
individual,  and  from  that  univerfal  love,  which  is 
impreft  with  a  fenfe  of  the  benevolent  extendings  of 
divine  regard,  that  defires  all  may  partake  as  at  the 
river  of  life  freely,  than  from  a  juft  fenfe  of  the 
real  fituation  of  my  mind  ;  which  has  not  yet  call: 
its  fackcloth  covering,  nor  received  a  garment  of 
praife.  And  as  this  change  cannot  be  effected,  but 
by  the  miraculous  power  of  the  divine  arm,  I  wifh 
only  to  feek  for  it  from  this  fource  of  ftrength  ;  and 
if  it  be  my  lot  to  go  foftly  all  the  days  of  my 
life,  in  the  bitternefs  of  my  foul,  I  wifh  to  fub- 
mit  to  this  allotment,  and  endure  the  necefiary  turn- 
ings of  the  divine  hand  :  but  Oh  !  that  I  had  in  the 
wildernefs  a  lodging  place,  that  no  eye  might  fee, 
nor  ear  hear,  the  imperfeft  ftate  of  a  heart,  the 
depths  of  whofe  diftrefs,  omnipotence  only  can 
fathom." 

1780. "  When  thy  letter,  before  this  lafl 

reached  me,  it  was  my  full  intention  to  have  re- 
plied to  it  very  foon  •,  but  in  this,  as  in  the  moft 
important  and  necefTary  purfuits  the  human  mind 
can  have,  the  fpirit  of  procraftination  prevailed  \ 
which  I  generally  find  is  the  cafe,  when  the  firft 
ability  the  mind  porTefles  to  do  good,  is  not  accepted. 
This  is  a  reflection  I  have  often  painfully  to  make, 
becaufe  its  fubject  never  fails  to  impart  a  feeling 

fenfe 
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fenfe  of  weaknefs  •,  and  when  we  confider  it  proper- 
ly, that  our  being  here  is  uncertain,   and  that  the 
time,  wherein  we  can  acquire  durable  riches,   is, 
though  fufficient  for  the  work  defigned  us,   fhort 
and  fleeting,  we  can  fcarce   quench  an  impulfe  to 
vigilance,  or  view  ourfelves  in  any  other  light,  than 
fojourners  in  a  land  of  exile,  where  the  fpirit  that  is 
pure,  and  the  light  which  is  the  life  of  men,  is  op- 
prelTed  and  rejected,  becaufe  to  the  natural  eye,  it 
hath  neither  form  nor  comelinefs.      I  may,  to  my 
dear  friend,  confefs,  that  my  travel  hath  long  been 
through  a  wafte  howling  wildernefs,  where,  (though 
iurrounded  with  innumerable  bleffings)   my  mind 
hath  been  led  moftly  to  feel  itfelf  like  a  pelican,  and 
to  wifh  for  an  outward  fituation  fimilarly  obfeure, 
that  I  might  for  ever  be  hid  from  the  eyes  of  men, 
of  whom  I  often  feel  a  fear  that  baffles  defcription ; 
but  as  this  allotment  has  not  fallen  out  for  me,  there 
feems  no  way,  but  Amply  to  attend  to  that  impulfe 
which  I  have  apprehended  to  be  divine,  and  at  the 
fame  time  am  thoroughly  willing  to  be  convinced,  is 
not.     Thy  wifh,  that  faith  may  be  equal  to  the  trials 
of  my  day,  was  peculiarly  applicable  ;     for  could  I 
give  thee  an  idea,  how  often  I  am  ready  to  fink  in 
the  depths  of  diftrefs,  when  the  weeds  are  indeed 
wrapped  about  my  head,  and  all  fupports  are  either 
refufed  or  withdrawn,  thou  would  readily  conclude 
me  fhort  of  faith  and  patience  too.    But  no  language 
is  able  to  fet  forth  that  fituation  of  mind,  when  the 
wifdom  which  is  from  above,  and  that  which  is  from 
beneath  are  ftruggHng  for  victory.    It  is  truly  a  fiery 
trial,  but  one  which  I  fear  will  ncv  ronfume 

all  th"  reprobate  filver.    I  have  Mumbled  on  a  fuh- 
jett,  which  I  had  no  thoughts  of  even  hinting  at, 

when 
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when  I  began ;  but  in  confidence  and  freedom  I 
have  often  been  led  to  open  my  mind  to  thee,  and 
I  trull  That,  wherein  we  were  heretofore  united,  will 
not  fail  to  ftrengthen  our  bond,  and  open  to  us  a 
channel  of  converfe,  more  hidden  and  pure  than  we 
have  yet  altogether  experienced  ;  and  a  fellowship 
which  is  only  underftood,  when  the  myfteries  of  the 
true  church  are  opened.  Tell  me,  my  beloved  friend! 
art  thou  pafEng  through  this  wildernefs,  and  often 
ready  to  faint  for  want  of  water  ?  If  fo,  allow  me 
to  fay,  prolong  not  thy  journey  there,  through  a 
fearfulnefs  of  taking  thy  poflefiions  in  the  promifed 
land,  nor  of  the  inhabitants  which  are  to  be  fubdued 
before  it  can  be  enjoyed  •,  for  I  truft  no  tranfient, 
fading  joy,  can  yield  thy  mind  that  peace  it  defires  : 
wherefore  let  not  thy  hands  hang  down,  but 
rather  put  on  Strength,  in  the  name  of  him  who  is 
able  to  help,  and  in  whom  is  the  fulnefs  of  power, 
and  be  ftrong  and  work  ;  for  I  believe  it  is  a  day,  in 
which  this  command  is  gone  forth  to  thofe  whofe 
hands  are  not  polluted,  and  whofe  language  is  not 
that  of  confufion.  Deep  are  the  baptifms  of  fuch, 
or  how  could  they  be  fitted  to  ftand  in  that  day  of 
trial  which  is,  with  a  gradual  and  fteady  pace,  ap- 
proaching, if  not  rooted  and  eftablifhed  upon  that 
Rock,  againft  which  the  gates  of  hell  can  never  pre- 
vail. And  though  thefe,  for  the  prefent,  have  to 
drink  of  that  cup  of  adverlity,  whereof  our  holy 
pattern  firft  tafted,  and  have  to  be  baptized  with 
the  baptifm  he  was  baptized  with,  yet,  in  the  im- 
mediate revival  of  his  promifes,  from  that  com- 
forter which  he  has  fent,  there  remains  to  be 
confolation." 


In 
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In  the  4th  month  1780,  with  the  approbation  of 
the  monthly  meeting,  and  in  company  with  her 
mother,  fhe  was  engaged  in  a  religious  vifit  to 
friends  in  the  counties  of  Weftmoreland  and 
Cumberland. 

The  following  extracts  contain  the  material  parts 
of  what  are  collected,  from  her  own  account  of  her 
concern  in  this  vifit. 

"  The  meeting  at  Bowes  was  trying,  though 


I  believe  fatisfadtory  to  my  mother.  For  my  part, 
I  had  deep  heart-felt  mortification,  (which  I  have 
been  very  little  free  from  fince)  and  went  very  much 
fatigued  to  bed,  it  being  ten  at  night  when  the  meet- 
ing broke  up,  and  we  had  a  hard  day's  work  in  tra- 
relling.  Next  morning,  we  fat  a  little  with  a  fchool- 
mafter  and  his  wife,  to  whom  there  was  much  open- 
nefs  to  communicate  clofe  counfel,  as  well  as  encou- 
ragement. Next  day  we  went  to  Penrith,  where 
we  ftaid  over  Firft-day,  and  had  two  fuffering  meet- 
ings ;  in  both  which  I  felt  a  greater  unwillingnefs 
to  fubmit  to  a  neceflary  wading  of  fpirit,  than  I  can 
defcribe  ;  for  really,  the  fpring  of  life  requires  fuch 
digging  for,  in  places  where  the  fubftance  of  religion 
is  departed  from,  and  only  the  image  retained,  that, 
in  this  exercife,  I  frequently  felt  ready  to  faint,  and 
always  engage  with  it  in  great  dread  ;  becaufe  it 
oppofes  that  natural  part,  which  would  keep  the 
houle  in  peace,  and  be  free  from  all  thefe  troubles. 
However,  I  felt  more  eafe  of  mind  in  the  evening 
than  I  could  have  expected,  having  drank  tea  at 
the  houfe  of  a  widow  friend,  and  had  an  open, 
favoured  opportunity  amongft  her  daughters,  feve- 

ral 
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ral  of  whom  appear  to  be  under  a  frefh  vifitation. 

We  were  at  the  monthly  meeting  at— and 

a  moft  painful,  trying  time  it  was  :  but  after  much 
labour,  and  deep  fuffering,  the  right  thing  got  up- 
permoft,  and  though  the  other  was  not  {lain,  it  was 
a  fayour  that  it  did  not  altogether  rule.  Oh  the  un- 
tempered  mortar  there  is  in  that  place,  and  the  un- 
foundnefs  almoft  from  the  crown  of  the  head,  to 
the  fole  of  the  foot !  I  ventured  to  ftammer  out 
what  appeared,  though  in  a  manner  fcarcely  intel- 
ligible, and  in  great  fear,  having  previoufly  had  fpe- 
cimens  of  offerings,  which  carried  not  the  evidence 
of  having  been  prepared  at  the  altar,  and  which 
indeed  often  create  the  query,  "  who  fhall  ftand  ?" 

-"  Longtown  *  was,  as  I  expected,  a  place 


of  fome  fuffering  to  me  ;  but  I  could  not  have  ex- 
pected to  have  felt  myfelf  fuch  a  fpeckled  bird  as  I 
did,  though  I  kept  myfelf  much  to  myfelf:  but  it 
was  impoffible  to  keep  as  retired  as  was  defirable, 
nor  were  my  motives  for  it  juftifiable,  being  only  to 
fhun  the  appearance  of  a  fool,  amongft  a  fet  of  wife 
and  fine  folks,  whom  we  had  at  our  inn.  Indeed, 
a  ftate  of  deep  heart-felt  mortification  has  been  my 
lot,  moftly,  fince  I  faw  you  ;  but  as  the  caufe,  with- 
out doubt,  originates  in  the  impurity  of  my  own 
mind,  I  ought  to  be  thankful  for  difpenfations  fo 
neceffary,  though  hard  to  bear  ;  for  furely  there 
never  was  any,  to  whom  the  fimplicity  of  truth 
was  fo  irkfome,  and  who  caufed  themfelves  fuch 
deep  and  hidden  conflicts  as  myfelf.  When  one  is 
got  over,  and  another  approaches,  that  difpofition, 
which  loves   not  forrow,    but   would   walk  eafiiy 

"he  northern  yearly  i 
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through  life,  is  rtady,  in  the  remembrance  of  what 
it  has  fufFered,  to  fay,  like  the  king  appointed  for 
deftruction,  I  thought  the  bkternefs  of  death  was 
paft  ;  but  Oh  !  how  many  ftrokes  do  I  need  to 
accomplifh  this  death  !  It  has  been  hard  for  me 
to  have  my  mind  bent  under  any  degree  of  that 
weight  and  fuffering,  which  are  generally  neceiTary 
to  feel,  before  the  fpring  is  found  to  be  opened,  or 
any  circulation  of  divine  life  experienced  :  becaufe 
flefh  and  blood  cannot  aid  in  this  labour,  and,  its 
ftrength  being  fet  at  nought,  it  wars  with  the  fpi- 
rit  :  in  the  feeling  whereof,  I  am  often  ready  to 
faint.  Oh  !  that  my  feet  may  ftand  fail  in  the 
bottom  of  Jordan  ;  that  I  may  neither  flinch  from 
a  neceflfary  wading  of  fpirit,  nor  be  overpowered 
with  the  floods  of  the  mighty  deep;  and,  above  all, 
that  I  may  be  preferved  from  uttering  words  with- 
out life,  for  truly,  "  I  am  a  child  i" 

-"  When  I  wrote  you  laft,  my  mind  was 


indeed  in  a  fad  fpot ;  the  billows  feemed  to  go  over 
my  head,  and  life  felt  almoft  to  be  a  burden  ;  for  I 
could  not  at  that  time,  lock  at  our  going  to  White- 
haven without  the  view  of  vifiting  the  families,  and 
that  work  appeared  fo  ungrateful  to  me,  that  I  could 
not  bear  the  thoughts  of  having  any  thing  to  do 
in  it.  However,  I  endeavoured  to  forget  it,  and  to 
confider  that  if  the  thing  was  right,  it  would  be  got 
through,  and  that  fomebody,  better  able  and  better 
fkilled  than  myfelf,  would  have  the  burden  to  bear, 
and  the  work  to  do  ;  and  that  if  I  got  mortified 
with  having  fomething  to  do,  now  and  then,  the 
vifit  might  be  of  as  much  benefit  to  me  as  to  the 
whole  meeting  befides.  Thus  I  endeavoured  to  reft 
3  it. 
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it,  when  my  mind  would  fubmit  to  think  coolly  on 
the  fubject  ;  and  indeed  I  had  almoft  loft  the  pain- 
ful impreffion  when  we  got  to  Whitehaven,  till  we 
both  felt  it  in  the  forenoon  meeting  on  ift  day, 
with  this  conclufion,  that  to  yield  was  the  only  way 
to  leave  the  place  in  peace.  My  mother  having 
previous  to  her  view  of  this  vifit,  concluded  to  have 
a  meeting  at  Maryport  on  3d  day,  found  herfelf 
moft  eaiy  to  purfue  that  plan,  and  acordingly  we 
went  on  2d  day  afternoon.  We  found  that  the 
right  time  was  fixed  on  for  Maryport,  and  a  favour- 
ed meeting  it  was,  there  being  much  opennefs  to 
labour,  indeed  far  more  than  in  fome  places  where 
si  greater  appearance  is  retained  ;  but  where,  it  is 
forrowfully  to  be  felt,  the  mighty  are  fallen,  and 
tribes  are  lacking  amongft  them.  There  are  many 
fuch  places  in  this  county,  as  well  as  in  ours  •,  and 
under  a  fenfe  thereof,  we  have  known  a  going  bow- 
ed down  all  the  day  long.  After  this  meeting,  we 
returned  to,  and  proceeded  in,  the  work  at  White- 
haven. The  labours  in  this  vifit  were  of  the  mor- 
tifying kind,  and  required  a  continual  exercife  of 
both  faith  and  patience  :  becaufe  we  had  generally 
to  fit  where  the  people  fat,  which  was  often  in 
difmal  places  ;  but  being,  I  truft,  in  the  right  line, 
it  will  be  made  more  profitable  than  could  then  be 
feen.  It  got  finifhed  on  6th  day,  and  in  the  even- 
ing there  was  a  meeting  appointed  to  begin  at 
5  o'clock ;  which  was,  like  all  the  vifit  before,  a 
fufFering  meeting;  but  I  hope  the  rightly  concerned 
in  that  place,  will  reap  the  benefit  of  it,  for  it  was, 
though  painful,  a  remarkable  time.  It  is  with  a 
degree  of  thankfulnefs  I  may  acknowledge,  that  I 
felt  in  this  vifit,  a  greater  resignation  to  what  I  ap- 
prehended 
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prehended  was  the  divine  will,  than  I  ever  experi- 
enced before  ;  and  I  can,  now  it  is  over,  cheerfully 
fubmit  to  the  belief,  that  I  was  of  no  ufe,  (if  even 
preferved  from  doing  harm)  but  that  the  thing  was 
made  ufeful  to  me,  in  fubj  effing  my  own  mind,  and 
teaching  me,  by  a  little  more  experience,  the  true 
way  to  wifdom,  which  is  firft  becoming  a  fool.  This 
ftate  of  preparation  I  expect,  to  be  in,  all  my  life 
long ;  but  I  wiih,  (with  a  fear)  that  it  may  be  fo 
abode  in,  as  to  obtain  the  prize  at  laft.  Well,  this 
trial  is  over,  with  being  refufed,  reviled,  and  fought 
with  as  by  hearts  at  Ephelus  ;  yet  thefe  are  fmall 
troubles  indeed,  when  compared  with  the  enemies 
cf  our  own  houfes,  that  holt  of  oppofition  which  is 
often  hard  to  prefs  through.  This  wo  is  paft,  and 
I  pray  in  my  heart  that  another  cf  the  fame  kind 
may  not  foon  come  ;  for  though  I  was  favoured  to 
feel  it  made  much  eafier  to  me  than  I  could  have 
expected,  yet  the  work  of  viiiting  families  has  al- 
ways, ilnce  I  was  led  ferioufly  to  confider  it,  ap- 
peared to  be  fo  awful,  and  to  require  the  royal 
fignet  to  be  fo  evidently  affixed,  that  the  fear  is 
great,  of  either  moving  without  it,  or  being  con- 
cerned in  fo  momentous  a  work,  when  there  is  not 
ftrength  enough  to  fupport,  and  wifdom  to  teach." 

On  their  way  home,  they  felt  a  concern  to  vilit 
the  families  of  friends  at  Kendal ;  near  the  conclu- 
sion of  which,  me  lays,  "  The  fpirits  and  body 
feem  both  ready  to  fail  under  the  prefent  exercife; 
but  wc  have  no  reafon  to  repent  engaging  with  it ; 
for,  thus  far,  we  have  experienced  ftrength  fufficient 
for  the  day."  Soon  after  her  return  from  this  jour- 
ney, (he  writes  concerning  it  as  follows  :  "  After 
many  clofe  excrcifes  and  deep  trials,  mine  chiefly  of 
B   2  mr 
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toy  own  making,  we  are  now  enjoying  a  good  degree 
of  peaceful  ferenity,  and  though  (I  think)  fuffici- 
ently  {tripped,  yet  we  feem  pretty  clear  of  any 
painful  reflections  on  the  paft  allotment. 

Towards  the  latter  end  of  the  year  1780,  fhe 
came  under  a  religious  concern  to  join  her  friend 
and  relative  T.  Hoyland,  in  a  vifit  to  the  meetings 
of  Chefhire,  and  a  part  of  thofe  in  Lancafhire.  And 
having  the  concurrence  of  the  monthly  meeting, 
and  a  certificate  thereof,  fhe  fet  forward  to  engage 
in  this  fervice,  in  the  12th  month.  The  enfuing 
parts  of  her  letters  on  the  fubjeft,  afford  fome  ac- 
count of  this  journey,  and  fhew  the  fituation  of  her 
mind,  under  the  profpect  of  the  work  before  her, 
and  in  the  profecution  and  completion  thereof, 

cc  Chefhire  has  long  attracted  my  mind, 

and  of  late  more  than  uiual ;  and  on  my  coufin 
T.  H.  laying  a  fimiiar  concern  before  me,  thofe 
feelings  revived  with  fome  weight ;  and  not  with- 
out a  great  fear  left,  (though  the  impulie  might  be 
right)  the  time  and  companion  might  not  be  in  the 
fame  appointment :  and  hence  appeared  the  necef- 
fity  of  having  it  hewed  and  fquared. 

~— "  It  is  only  in  a  little  faith  that  I  look 

towards  the  journey  in  profpecl,  and  at  the  rectitude 
of  it ;  and  though  I  fear  it  is  not  equal  to  a  grain  of 
muftard  feed}  yet  I  think  I  am  thankful  for  this 
little  :  and  iince  it  has  been  received,  and  the  affair 
mentioned,  a  degree  of  peacefulnefs  and  quietude 
hath  attended  my  mind,  which  is  all  the  light  I  find 
upon  it  •,  and  which  requires  fometimes,  all  my  vi- 
gilance 
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gilance  to  retain,  left  the  floods  from  the  mouth  of 
the  dragon  fhould  overwhelm,  and  caft  away  that 
little  ftrength  that  is  at  prefent  afforded ;  and  in- 
ftead  of  adding  thereto  by  devotednefs,  to  be  any 
thing  or  nothing,  leave  me  tofled  upon  the  unftable 
element,  where  neither  rock  nor  fhore  can  fome- 
times  be  perceived/' 

u  It  was  not  indeed  the  leaft  of  my  con- 
cern, or  rather  diflike,  to  fubmit  to  the  thoughts  of 
going  to  fome  places  in  Lancalhire,  which  I  had  in 
view  ;  for,  indeed,  that  feemed  not  much  lefs  than 
giving  up  my  life  ;  and  this  proceeded  from  consi- 
derations which  I  think  thou  canft  hardly  fhare, 
having  furmounted  many  of  the  difficulties  and 
mortifications  which  appear  very  formidable  to  me. 
But  when  we  have  fuffered  for  difobedience,  and 
are  favoured  with  a  view  of  the  rewards  of  the 
faithful,  and  are  likewife  convinced  of  the  impor- 
tance of  our  duties,  though  ever  fo  fmall  in  ap- 
pearance •,  when  our  nothingnefs  is  fufficicntly 
felt,  and  our  minds  imprefied  with  the  awfulnefs 
of  the  divine  requirings;  life  itfelf  looks  but  a 
fmall  facrifice,  and  fo  reafonable,  that  there  is  no 
excufe  for  withholding  it,  efpecially  that  inward 
exiftence  which  does  not  co-work  with  the  life  of 
true  religion." 

"  From  Ackworth,  I  had  a  companion 

who  imparted  fome  good  and  wholefome  cour; 
me,   and  more  encouragement,   than  I  could  have 
looked  for  ;    but  my  fecret  fitting  was  in  the 
and  much  gloom  feemed  to  cover  my  little  views.   I 
reflected  on  the  preceding  evening,  and  found  its 
B  3  enjoyment 
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enjoyment  was  then  like  manna  two  days  old,  having 
loft  both  favour  and  nourishment ;  and  inftead  of  a 
renewal  of  the  fame,  a  fa  ft  was  difpenfed,  the  caufe 
of  which  I  muft  leave  ;  but  it  is  a  painful  one,  and 
if  I  had  felt  myfelf  before  I  left  home,  as  1  have 
done  ilnce,  it  is  much  if  the  venture  had  been  made. 
Could  I  believe  that  this  is  any  thing  like  going 
forth  without  either  fcrip  or  purfe,  I  fhould  perhaps 
hz  more  reconciled.  I  am  thankful  that,  in  every 
ftate  I  have  fome  degree  of  the  comfortable  impref- 
lion,  that  unity  is  good  ;  and  though  mine  is  not  of 
the  moil:  expanfive  kind,  3/et  in  a  renewed  feeling  of 
:tle,  I  cannot  but  wifh,  that  we  may  be  fo  wil- 
ling to  iuffer  together,  and  frequently  to  go  down 
to  the  potter's  houfe,  to  be  there  fafhioned  and 
formed  either  for  veffels  of  honour  or  difhonour, 
(as  may  beft  pleafe  him  who  hath  power  over  the 
clay)  that  we  may  alfo  experience  an  humble  afcent 
to  the  houfe  of  true  prayer,  and  a  rejoicing  toge- 
ther. My  heart  is  too  full  for  words  to  relieve, 
but  being  convinced  that  there  is  a  better  and 
more  refined  intercourfe  than  this,  a  communion 
which,  proportioned  to  our  obedience,  is  pure 
and  edifying,  I  wifh  in  that  to  remember,  and 
be  remembered." 

"  We  went  to  Lowlayton  on  6th  day,  and 


found  there  but  one  family  of  friends,  who  came  in 
by  convincement.  It  was  a  comfortable  place  •,  for 
their  Simplicity  and  integrity  rendered  their  cottage 
an  agreeable  manfion,  in  which  there  was  nothing 
painful  to  be  felt.  The  meeting  there  next  day, 
was  much  larger  than  we  looked  for,  many  people 
in  the  neighbourhood  coming  in,  whole  folid,  in- 
nocent 
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noccnt  countenances,  were,  I  thought,  as  likely 
to  do  us  good,  as  we  to  do  them  any.  It  was  a  fatis- 
faftory  meeting,  and  afforded  fome  encouragement 
to  proceed.  We  went  to  Stockport  on  7th  day 
afternoon  ;  the  meeting  on  firft  day  was  a  painful, 
trying  one,  and  yet  ftrength  was  not  withheld. 
From  Macclesfield  we  came  to  Leek,  and  have  juft 
finifhed  (except  one  family)  a  vifit  to  the  families 
here.  We  have  had  eight  fittings  to-day,  bcfides 
the  week-day  meeting,  which  has  been  clofe  work. 
We  are  however  (and  have  caufe  to  be)  thankful, 
that  ftrength  equal  to  the  undertaking  has  been  af- 
forded >  and  though  we  have  bsen  deeply  tried, 
yet,  upon  the  whole,  I  believe  we  may  acknow- 
ledge, that  we  have  lacked  nothing,  and  have  been 
much  united  to  a  few  in  this  place.  This  work  of 
vifiting  families,  is  the  laft  I  fhould  choofe  for  my- 
felf,  if  I  might  be  my  own  choofer ;  but  as  it  is 
wrong  to  defire  that  indulgence,  I  fee  I  may  as  well 
give  myfelf  up  to  what  appears  in  the  line  of  duty. 
—It  is  with  thankfulnefs  of  heart,  that  I  acknow- 
ledge myfelf  in  a  tolerable  degree  of  health,  through 
many  different  difpenfations  which  have  fallen  to 
my  lot  fince  I  faw  you  ;  for  there  have  been  expe- 
rienced a  wanting,  and  a  fufficient  abounding  ;  but 
I  wifh  I  could  add,  that  in  every  ftate  I  have  learn- 
ed to  be  content.  Great  indeed  hath  been  the 
condefcenfion  of  him  who  is  pieafed  to  make  ufe  of 
poor,  weak  inftruments,  and  by  things  which  not 
only  appear  low  and  contemptible,  but  are  fo  in 
reality,  to  bring  to  nought,  and  reduce  things  that 
are  mountains  in  profpedl ;  proving  to  us  a  prefent 
help  in  every  needful  time,  and,  by  his  invifible 
power,  itrengthening  us  when  we  are  ready  to  faint 
B  4  in 
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in  our  minds.  And  ftill  greater,  I  may  acknow- 
ledge, hath  appeared  his  wifdom  in  deeply  trying 
us,  or  however  myfelf,  with  the  moft  abject  poverty 
and  ftrippednefs  of  mind  ;  indeed  fo  much  fo,  that 
I  think  I  never  before  experienced  fuch  humility, 
in  a  {trii^  of  myfelf,  and,  under  the  convincing 
proof,  that  of  ourfelves  we  can  do  nothing.  This  is 
a  fituation  wherein  we  fee  whence  all  good  comes, 
and  the  neceffity  of  cafting  ourfelves  fo  wholly  upon 
the  divine  arm,  as  to  have  no  confidence  in  the  flefh. 
No  difpenfation,  however  defirable  the  enjoyment  of 
good  may  be,  feems  fo  much  to  drive  us  to  the 
root  of  life,  if  we  endeavour  fufficiently  to  profit  by 
it ;  and  confequently,  none  that  we  ought  to  be  fa 
thankful  for,  when  our  hearts  are  capable  of  feel- 
ing true  gratitude  ;  for  he  who  knows  the  weaknefs 
of  our  frames,  and  is  touched  with  a  feeling  of  our 
infirmities,  fees  what  we  can  bear,  and  knows  how 
frail  we  are.  Thus  have  I,  in  this  little  journey, 
been  wifely  taught,  through  many  trials,  to  live  by 
faith  ;  and  thus  far,  in  reflecting  on  the  paft,  to 
©wn  I  have  lacked  nothing.  But  we  are  abundantly 
convinced,  that  they  who  are  fent  out  in  this  day, 
to  a  people  who  have,  in  a  great  meafure,  forfaken 
both  law  and  teftimony,  and  what  is  ftill  worfe,  fee 
not  their  ftates,  but  are  fecure  in  themfelves,  have 
not  to  eat  much  pleafant  bread  :  for  I  think  I  may 
fay,  it  hath  often  been  our  lots  to  go  bowed  down 
all  the  day  long,  and  to  mourn  in  a  deep  fenfe  of 
the  great  defolation  which  overfpreads  the  fociety  : 
infomuch,  that  we  often  admire  that  there  fhould  be 
any  fent  out  to  vifit  them,  and  that  the  feet  of 
thofe  that  are  rightly  mod,  fhould  not  more  gene- 
rally be  turned  to  others :  for  from  thefe,  there  are 

the 
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the  greateft  hopes  in  this  county,  which  is  likely, 
in  many  places,  to  be  left  dcfolate  of  friends  who 
keep  their  places.  We  have,  however,  in  a  few  of 
the  meetings  which  we  have  laft  attended,  been 
agreeably  difappointed,  in  finding  more  preferved 
or  quickened  by  the  life  of  religion,  than  we  ex- 
pected ;  and  it  hath  been  our  lot  to  vifit  thefe,  as 
well  as  a  very  contrary  fort,  by  families.  A  very 
trying  work  it  hath  been,  and  it  is  not  yet  done. 
In  it  I  have  often  lamented,  left  for  want  of 
that  fpirit  of  difcerning,  with  which  the  prophet 
was  endued,  when  he  went  to  anoint  one  of  the 
fons  of  Jefie,  there  fhoukl  not  be  a  right  divifion 
of  the  word,  and  thereby  much  hrjrm  be  done. 
And  under  this  consideration,  great  abafednefs  hath 
attended  my  mind,  and  a  defire  that  the  fleece 
may  be  tried  both  wet  and  dry.  We  left  Nampt- 
wich  undone,  and  hoped,  nay  even  refolved,  to  re- 
turn to  it  no  more  ;  but  now  I  have  to  confefs,  wc 
are  on  our  way  thither.  It  is  however  a  favour, 
that,  through  all,  we  are  led  to  feel  and  fympathize 
one  with  another  ;  I  mean  my  companion  and  fclf, 
and  that  our  little  fervices  have  been  harmonious  ; 
and  if  we  keep  near  that  preferring  arm  which 
hath  been  with  us,  I  doubt  not  but  this  ftrength 
will  continue  and  increafe  ;     for  in  unity,  if  it  be 

of  the  right  kind,  there  is  certainly  ftrength." 

"  We  got  to  Manchefter,   after   a  week  of  many 
probations,  which  ended  better  than  we  could  have 
looked  for,  at  the  beginning  of  it,  when  our  hes  1 
were  ready  to  faint,  and  the  billows  feemed  to  1 
over  our  heads,   in  the  feeling  of  what  wc  h 
ready  fuffered,   in  remembering   the  afflict', 
diftrefs,  the  wormwood  and  the  gall.      Cur  mil 
B  5 
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were  humbled  in  the  profpect  of  an  opening  field ; 
but  I  truft  it  was  He  who  commanded  the  waves 
to  be  ftiil,  that  calmed  thefe  floods,  and  renewed  a 
degree  of  faith  and  patience  to  perfevere  in  the 
tabulated  way.  What  need  there  is  to  keep  near 
to  the  fountain  of  life,  and  to  receive  our  refresh- 
ment folely  from  it  !  becaufe  from  thence  only, 
ariie  our  freih  fprings,  and  immortal  food  •,  which, 
though  the  bread  of  adverfity  and  the  water  of 
affliction,  yet  coming  from  this  fource,  it  is  no  lefs 
efficacious  to  the  nouriming,-  Strengthening,  and 
building  us  up,  than  the  fenfible  union  with  divine 
purity.  Our  hearts  are  very  incapable  of  judging, 
concerning  the  virtue  of  the  difpenfations  of  provi- 
dence j  we  know  not  ourfelves,  and  confequently, 
cannot  prefcribe  for  ourfelves.  How  paffive  then, 
and  how  like  little  children,  fhould  we  be  to  him 
that  fearcheth  the  heart  ?  but  I  am  often  afraid, 
lefu,  by  indulging  my  own  ideas  of  what  is  good, 
and  not  labouring  after  a  total  refignation  of  mind, 
but  wanting  to  have  things  in  my  own  way,  I 
ihould  fruftrate  the  divine  intention,  which  may  be 
to  humble  and  reduce  felf,  more  than  flefh  and 
blood  would  point  out.  The  great  meetings  we 
meet  with,  are  almoft  overmuch  for  us,  and  what 
made  it  ftill  worfe  to  us  at  Liverpool,  was  a  funeral 
in  the  afternoon,  and  a  vaft  number  of  people.  We 
little  thought  when  we  fixed  to  ftay  over  2d  day 
at  Manchefter,  that  we  fhould  have  one  to  attend 
there,  which  is  the  cafe  this  afternoon,  and  how 
it  will  be  got  over,  I  know  not.  If  we  may  but 
be  favoured  to  be  rightly  quiet,  it  is  all  we  defire  \ 
and  if  we  cannot  be  that,  it  is  certainly  our  beft 
way,  as  far  as  we  are  able,  to  take  up  the  crofs, 

and 
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and  defpife  the  fhame  \  which  fometimes  feels 
great,  and  at  others,  I  may  thankfully  acknow- 
ledge, is  in  a  great  meafure  removed  ;  but  then, 
what  need  there  is  of  care  not  to  overrun  the 
guide,  and  work  without  the  power  of  the  word  ? 
Dangers  furround  us  on  every  hand,  and  our  (land- 
ing often  feems  as  on  a  fea  of  giafs." 


cc  With  fatisfaction  and  pleafure,  I  have 

lately  looked  towards  home  ;  indeed  with  fo  much, 
that  a  fear  fometimes  ftrikes  me,  left  in  wifdom 
fome  unforefeen  affliction  fhould  be  fent  to  mode- 
rate it.  According  to  my  prefent  feelings,  I  am 
returning  peaceful  and  eaiy  j  and  though  we  have 
miffed  fome  meetings,  which  I  own  I  had  a  view  of, 
yet  it  was  with  a  full  belief,  that  they  will  not  be 
laid  to  my  charge.  I  wiih  that  we  may  be  than 
enough  for  the  favours  we  have  received  divers 
ways,  fince  we  left  home  •,  and,  what  appears  to  me 
no  fmall  one,  for  the  readinefs  of  my  beloved 
connexions,  in  making  every  thing  as  eaiy  as  out- 
ward means  can  poflibly  do,  and  affording  ac- 
commodations, for  want  of  which  many  lie  under 
very  great  difficulties.  The  confideration  of  thefe 
things  often  affects  my  mind." 

Bradford,  19th  of  \Jl  month  1 78 1. 

"  I  thought,   when  we  left   Manchefter, 

that  it  was  a  ftrange  thing  if  we  did  not  return  to 
it  again  ;  yet  I  had  fince  loft  the  impreffion,  fur- 
ther than  wondering  why  fuch  a  thought  mould 
then  have  (truck  me  ;  and  even  the  concern  about 
many  meetings,  which  I  thought  we  had  milled, 
was  fo  much  gone  off  my   mind,  (where  it 

dwelt 
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dwelt  with  fome  weight)  that  I  feemed  perfectly 
eafy,  under  the  belief  that  the  concern  would  de- 
volve on  my  companion,  but  little  expected  it  was 
fo  foon  to  be  evinced  :  for  after  much  fecret  for- 
row,  which  I  perceived,  but  durft  not  pronounce 
my  apprehenfions  of  the  caufe,  fhe  difclofed  laft 
night  her  uneafinefs,  and  defire  to  return  to  the 
places  we  paffed  by,  as  well  as  to  go  to  fome 
others  in  this  county.  On  looking  a  little  ferioufly 
at  it,  (indeed  not  a  little,  for  we  had  nearly  a 
fleeplefs  night)  I  could  not  fee  that  it  was  lefs  than 
my  duty  to  return  with  her  ;  not  only  from  having 
had  a  view  of  the  fame  places,  but  as  a  companion, 
which,  if  truly  one,  cannot  leave  in  the  day  of 
trouble.  I  wifh  myfelf  better  qualified  to  fym- 
pathize  with  her  in  this  trial,  which  is  a  very  great 
one,  and  requires  all  the  alleviations  that  are  in 
my  power  to  beftow.  I  believe  her  willingnefs  is 
now  fo  great,  that,  for  the  purchafe  of  a  little 
peace,  fhe  would  return  to  all  the  places,  to  do  the 
things  which  appeared  needful,  and  were  not  fully 
joined  in  with  ;  but  when  this  great  facrifice  of 
the  will  is  completely  made,  I  truft  fome  ram  will 
be  caught  in  the  thicket,  or  fome  fmaller  offering 
excepted.  Home  now  looks  at  a  great  diftance, 
and  I  find  that  it  will  contribute  moll  to  my  peace, 
to  think  as  little  of  it  as  I  well  can  ;  and  if  it  had 
been  lefs  in  my  mind  of  late,  this  turn  in  our  af- 
fairs, would  by  me,  have  been  lefs  felt.  "We  find 
ourfelves  after  the  meeting  to-day,  in  a  very  gloomy 
fituation  Gf  mind  ;  as  it  was  a  fuffering  time,  and 
we  thought  left  us  with  the  fentence  of  death  in 
ourfelves  ;  perhaps  that  we  may  not  truft  in  our- 
s  which  I  ardently  wifh  we  may  be  preferred 

from. 
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from.  We  intend  going  to  Leeds  to-morrow  even- 
ing ;  we  dread  it  not  a  little,  and  this  day's  work 
increafes  the  apprehenfion  of  very  great  fuffering  ; 
but  it  often  feems  beft  to  leave,  or  draw  the  mind 
from  future  trials,  and  endeavour,  as  well  as  we 
can,  to  bear  thofe  of  the  prefent  day,  which  are 
generally  found  to  be  fufficient." 

Manchejler>  ^th  of  2d  month  1 78 1. 

— cc  Our  minds  are  often  bowed  down,  ua- 


der  a  fenfe  of  the  awfulnefs  of  our  engagements-, 
and  difmayed  at  the  fight ;  nor  need  I  fay  how 
clofely  our  time  is  filled  up  therewith ;  for  after 
fitting  with  feven  or  eight  families,  we  are  gene- 
rally ready  for  reft.  I  have  the  very  great  fatis- 
faction  now  to  fay,  that,  except  one  family,  we 
have  finifhed  in  this  place  ;  have  had  four  to-day, 
befides  the  two  meetings,  and  upwards  of  forty 
fince  we  began,  with  putting  now  and  then  two 
together.  We  were  at  Stockport  on  4th  day,  and 
had  it  unexpectedly  in  our  power,  to  pay  off  a  fmall 
debt  which  we  contracted  when  there  before.  It  has 
been  wonderful  to  us,  how  we  have  been,  and  are 
likely  to  be,  turned  to  places,  and  thrown  in  the 
way  of  doing  our  firft  works  ;  which  we  cannot 
but  view,  as  a  mark  of  divine  condefcenfion  to 
our  infant  ftate  :  Indeed  it  hath  been  manifefted 
to  us  far  beyond  what  we  could  have  looked  for, 
in  the  courfe  of  this  journey  throughout ;  and  not 
lefs  fo  fince  we  came  into  this  place,  where  in- 
ftruclion  hath  been  daily  adminiftered  from  dif- 
ferent fources  ;  fome  of  which  have  proved  deeply 
trying  to  flefh  and  blood  •,  but  being,  I  truft,  in 
the  ordering  of  unerring  wifdom,   I  wiih  (perhaps 

more 
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more  than  I  endeavour)  to  profit  patiently  thereby, 
and  value  the  rod  as  well  as  the  ftafF.  It  is  indeed 
high  time  to  number  our  blefiings.  They  are  truly 
many,  and  we  cannot  fail  of  feeing  and  feeling 
them  •,  that  of  having  the  parental  care  and  folici- 
tude  of  feveral  of  our  much  honoured  and  valued 
friends,  is  not  fmall  in  our  eftimation.,, 

"  We  have  now  got  to  Warrington,  and 


are  endeavouring  to  keep  ourfelves  quiet,  and,  as 
much  as  we  can,  labour  to  feel  what  is  the  divine 
will  concerning  us ;  which,  with  refpeft  to  our 
coming  here,  hath  been  much  a  myftery.  The 
profpect  almoft  dif  mays  us,  attended  with  a  fear, 
that  we  may  now  be  in  danger  of  compaffing  a 
mountain  in  the  wildernefs,  and  engage  in  a  fer- 
vice,  for  which  our  ftrength  is  not  proportioned  ; 
and  fo,  notwithstanding  we  have  been  favoured 
with  divine  condeicenfion  to  our  ftates  heretofore, 
bring  upon  ourfelves  tmneceffary  trials,  and  there- 
by pierce  our  minds,  in  future,  with  many  for- 
rows.  It  is  no  fmall  concern  to  us  to  find,  with 
the  prefent  view  of  things,  every  qualification 
wanting  for  fuch  a  fervice  ;  and  our  minds  great- 
ly ftripped  of  ftrength  and  clear  difcerning  :  and  to 
move  without  a  renewal  of  thefe,  we  dare  not. 
When  my  companion  firft  propofed  our  return,  the 
evidence  I  thought  was  fo  ftrong,  that  I  cheerfully 
complied  :  yet  feelings  very  unlike  thefe  enfued, 
even  a  ftate  of  deep  diftrefs  and  mortification, 
when  I  found  we  muft  turn  our  backs  on  home, 
and  return  from  whence  we  came,  to  do  our  firft 
works.  Great  was  our  pain,  from,  I  believe,  an 
unfubjected  will  \    but  great  likewife  and  evident, 

was 
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was  the  operation  of  the  divine  hand,  in  judgment 
upon  us  for  the  paft,  and,  no  doubt,  as  a  prepa- 
ration for  the  future  \  for  it  never  appeared  clear- 
er to  me,  than  when  under  this  difpenhtion,  that 
for  every  frefh  fervice  and  work  in  the  church,  we 
muft  experience  a  renewed  baptifm  of  fpirit,  and 
purification  of  the  gift  -9  and  that  the  more  we  have 
of  the  drofs,  or  the  reprobate  filver,  the  more  fre- 
quently muft  we  pafs  through  the  refining  fire. 
Notwithftanding  I  was  fometimes,  in  the  impa- 
tience of  my  heart,  ready  to  query  as  the  chil- 
dren of  Iirael  did,  "  were  there  not  graves  enough 
in  Egypt,  that  we  are  brought  hither  to  die ;" 
yet  there  were  times,  when  all  that  was  within  me, 
was  proftrated  under  the  chaftifing  hand,  and 
fought  that  it  might  not  fpare.  How  preferable 
is  it  to  all  fecondary  administrations  of  judgment, 
when,  with  David,  we  wifh  rather  to  fall  into  the 
Lord's  hands,  than  into  the  hands  of  man  !  and 
furely,  the  more  we  feek  to  derive  our  inftruc1:ion 
and  food  from  the  fountain  of  good,  the  lefs  we 
fhall  be  fubject  to  inftrumental  means." 

-"  I  never  felt  myfelf  under  fuch  compli- 


cated difcouragements  at  any  time  ;  and  Oh  !  that 
we  may  both  be  enabled  to  bear  thefe  fiery  trials, 
with  refignation  to  the  divine  will,  and  feek  to  pro- 
fit by  them,  that  the  ftate  of  a  weaned  child  mar 
become  our  experience." 

-"  As  I  make  no  doubt  it  will  be  accepta- 


ble to  thee  to  hear  from  two  poor  pilgrims,  who 
are  almoft  worn  out  with  things  that  appear  too 
mighty  for  them,  I  juft  embrace  a  little  vacant  time, 

to 


34  THE      LIFE       OF 

to  hint  how  we  have  fared  ;     and  may  in  the  firft 
place  fay,  that  the  prefent  engagement  hath  been 
the  moft  trying  of  the  kind  we  ever  experienced. 
It  hath  been  frequently  our  lot,   to  <*o  dovrH  as   to 
the  bottom    of  the   mountains,   where    the   earth 
with  her  bars,  was  about  us  •,    under  this  prefliire, 
our  minds  have  been  lecretly  clad  with  fackcloth 
and  deep  mourning,  when  it  has  evidently  appear- 
ed, that  the  pure  life  of  religion  is  in  a  ftate  of 
bondage,   and   that  it  fenfibly  utters  the  language, 
"  I  am  oppreffed  under  you,  as  a  cart  with  fheaves." 
To  vifit  this  feed  of  the  kingdom,   we  find  to  be 
no  light   matter,  efpecially  when   hid  under  the 
briers  and  thorns,   and  then  plumed  with  human 
wifdom  •,   who  indeed  is  fufficient  for  thefe  things  ? 
I  often  lament,  and  with  reafon,   that  my  heart  is 
not  more  bound  to  the   caufe,  and  more  willing 
to  fuffer  for  it  •,   and  I  fully  believe,  that  until  this 
is  more  experienced,   there  will  remain  to  be,   as 
there  have  already  been,  many  trials  and  afflictions, 
which  originate  not  in  the  divine  will ;   for  it  is  ftill 
a  truth,  that  our  greateft  enemies  are  thofe  of  our 
own  houfes,  and  that  to  endeavour  to  fubdue  thefe, 
is  our  indifpenfable  duty  :    but  oh  !     what  ftrokes 
are  in  wifdom  adminiftered  to  us,   to  deftroy  that 
life  which  hath  no  exiftence  in  the  divine  purity  ; 
and  except  we  be  faithful  unto  this  death,   we  can 
with  no  probability  look  for  the  crown  immortal. 
We    have  frequently  had  to  recur  to  the  moving 
caufe  of  this  journey,   and,  as  an  additional  trial, 
found  the  feeling  fenfe  of  that  withdrawn  from  us  ; 
but  all  thefe  things  teach  us  where  to  place  our 
prefent  dependance  ;    and  notwithstanding  difpen- 
fations  thus  painful  have  been  our  portion,  we  have 

great 
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great  caufe,  thankfully  to  commemorate  the  blef- 
fings  of  the  divine  and  bountiful  hand,  which  hath 
been  ftrength  in  our  weaknefs,  riches  in  our  pover- 
ty, and  a  prefent  helper  in  the  needful  time ;  and 
hath  refrefhed  our  drooping  fpirits,  infomuch  that, 
with  alacrity  of  heart,  we  have  purfued  the  path 
caft  up  for  us,  and  have  been  favoured  to  fee  the 
great  neceffity  of  paffing  frequently  through  the 
furnace  ;  and  oh  !  faith  my  heart,  that  I  may  be 
willing  to  defcend  again  and  again,  till  He  whofe 
invincible  arm  fufiaineth  us  there,  is  pleafed  to  fay, 
K  It  is  enough." 

"  We  have  now  finifhed,  for  what  we 


know,  our  engagement  at  Warrington.  We  wound 
up  all  in  this  family  laft  evening  ;  but  oh  what  a 
day  was  yefterday  !  my  companion's  fituation  and 
mine  were  very  different,  though  both  trying  \ 
and  the  more  fo,  becaufe  we  were  not  alike  led  j 
but  ftill  there  is  a  fecret  truft,  that  we  were  both 
in  our  places.  The  meeting  was  held  at  Penketh, 
and  being  the  preparative  meeting,  was  very  large. 
The  firft  meeting  was  fo  low  and  painful  in  the 
forepart,  that  I  was  glad  fecretly  to  offer  myfelf  to 
do  any  thing,  if  light  might  but  fhine  upon  my 
dwelling.  In  this  fituation,  I  foon  faw  that  we  had 
nothing  to  do  in  that  fitting ;  but  it  feemed  as  if 
I  heard  a  voice,  "  vifit  the  men  and  women  when 
feparated,  for  they  require  different  food."  The 
evidence  was,  I  thought,  fo  ftrong,  that  I  earneft- 
ly  defired  to  be  preferved  faithful,  however  hard 
it  might  be  to  the  creature,  left  a  worfe  flate  fliould 
befal  me.  When  the  meetings  parted,  I  juft  rc- 
quefled  my  companion  to  feel  if  it  might  not  be 

beft 
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beft  to  go  into  the  men's  meeting :  her  reply  was, 
"  ilie  had  feen  nothing  of  it,  but  would  go  with 
me."  This  greatly  increafed  the  burden  that  was 
upon  my  mind,  but  remembering  my  recent  view 
and  requeft,  I  durft  not,  after  all  the  favours  I 
had  received  at  the  divine  hand,  in  our  late  proba- 
tionary vifit,  refufe  a  compliance  with  this  intima- 
tion of  duty ;  and  finding  I  had  a  little  ftrength, 
was  made  willing,  with  that,  to  become  ftill  more 
a  fpectacle  to  angels  and  to  men,  than  before  in 
this  place. — I  believe  I  had  my  companion's  fym- 
pathy,  but  me  faid  me  had  nothing  to  do  •,  which 
I  own,  fo  difcouraged  me,  with  the  painful  appre- 
henfion  that  I  had  been  out  of  my  place,  led  by  an 
unfan&ified  zeal,  or,  at  leaft,  had  fo  imprudently 
admiriiftered  the  right  thing,  that  I  had  already 
done  more  harm  than  good  •,  fo  that,  though  there 
was  a  covering  of  good  over  the  women's  meeting, 
and  a  little  ability  to  relieve  my  own  mind  at  leaft, 
I  io  loft  faith,  and  gave  way  fo  much,  to  think- 
ing myfelf  quite  fpent  and  exhaufted,  that  I  ma- 
naged to  bring  my  load  away  with  me  •,  which,  add- 
ed to  the  mortifying  remembrance  of  what  I  had 
done,  nearly  funk  me  for  a  time  into  the  deepeft 
diftrefs.  But  by  endeavouring  to  keep  it  to  myfelf, 
(my  greateft  difcouragements  however)  and  to  re- 
cur to  what  I  apprehended,  was  the  moving  caufe 
of  my  doing  and  leaving  undone,  there  enfued  a 
little  quietnefs,  and  a  fmall,  but  comfortable  evi- 
dence, that  the  offering  of  obedience,  as  far  as. 
it  had  been  made,  was  acceptable  •,  and  that  what 
was  omitted,  was  viewed  with  divine,  companion- 
ate regard  to  the  weaknefs,  and  not  wilfulnefs,  of 
way   poor  depreiTed  mind.      And  notwithstanding 

we 
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we  had  three  fittings  afterwards,  and  my  bqdy  al- 
moft  as  ill  as  I  thought  it  could  be,  to  bear  up, 
yet  there  felt  to  me  full  as  much  ftrength  and  life, 
as  I  have  found  before  in  this  place;  and  this 
morning  I  feel  fo  refrefhed  with  the  foregoing, 
and  a  good  night's  reft,  that  I  don't  know  that  I 
have  a  complaint  of  any  fort •,  only  I  could  wifh 
for  a  little  more  clearnefs  reflecting  fome  approach- 
ing days.  Thus  I  comfortably  and  thankfully  ex- 
perience, that  though  forrow  has  come  for  a  long 
night  in  this  place,  joy  fprings  in  the  morning. 
When  the  fun  of  righteoufnefs,  in  any  degree, 
arifes,  and  the  mind  feels  its  refreftiing  influence, 
how  does  it  encourage  to  prefs  forward,  and  to 
think  nothing  too  hard  to  fubmit  to,  for  this  ex-* 
cellent  appearance  !  but  how  ready,  like  the  difci- 
ples,  are  we  to  folicit  that  our  tabernacles  may  be 
built  here,  and  we  not  defcend  into  the  lower  parts 
of  the  earth  again,  there  to  be  covered  with  its 
bars,  and  feel  ourfelves  as  at  the  bottom  of  the 
mountains  •,  though  it  is  from  thence,  we  are  led 
to  look  for  a  better  habitation,  and  to  labour  that 
the  pure  life  may  arife,  and  we  be  favoured  to  dwell 
with  it,  though  feldom  in  a  ftate  of  dominion,  re- 
membering for  our  inftrudtion,  that  Aaron  the 
great  high  prieft,  was  permitted  to  enter  into  the 
holy  of  holies  but  once  a  year,  for  his  common 
fervice  was  in  the  tabernacle. — I  cannot  but  look 
upon  this  morning,  which  feels  pleafanter  than  ma- 
ny, to  be  perhaps  the  opening  of  another  tribu- 
lating  day ;  for  it  does  not  appear  a  time  for  fuch 
as  are,  in  the  fmalleft  degree,  able  to  be  baptized 
into  the  prefent  ftate  of  the  church,  to  eat  much 
pleafant  bread  :    but  I  wifh  I  was  more  preferved 

from 
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from  thofe  infirmities  of  darkening  counfel,  &c. 
in  times  of  proving,  when  a  gulf  feems  to  open 
for  prefent  destruction.  Oh  what  a  trial,  or  trials 
of  this  fort  have  we  had  in  this  place  !  but  I  wifh 
to  forget  thefe  toils,  and  rather  feek  for  greater 
wifdom  to  bear  the  future.  It  is  marvellous  to 
me,  how  things  are  brought  about,  that  we  have 
had  views  of,  but  no  probability  of  being  effected  ; 
and  particularly  with  refpect  to  this  monthly  meet- 
ing, which  I  thought  I  faw,  before  we  fet  off 
from  home,  and  often  wondered  when  we  were 
leaving  Lancafhire,  how  fuch  things  could  be  ? 
and  fometimes,  on  that  account,  was  ready  to 
call  all  in  queftion ;  finding  many  fueh  caufes 
of  difcouragement,  which  now  feem  gradually 
removing." 

Liverpool,  20th  of  id  month,  178 1. 

M  The  fellowfhip  and  tendernefs  of  our 

friends  was  never  more  defirable,  than  in  thefe 
days  of  deep  probation  and  inftruclion.  Wonders 
are  indeed  yet  manifefted  in  the  deeps,  where,  find- 
ing the  demonftration  of  the  fpirit  and  power, 
even  my  ftrong  heart  has,  to  my  own  admiration, 
been  made  willing  to  receive  the  bittereft  of  cups  •, 
and  all  that  is  within  me,  has  bowed  and  done 
©beifance  to  him,  before  whom  I  have  had  daily 
and  piercingly  to  abhor  myfelf ;  under  renewed, 
powerful,  evidences,  that  without  the  frequent  ad- 
miniftration  of  the  Holy  Ghoft  and  fire,  and  re- 
peatedly defcending  to  the  warning  pool,  there  is 
no  offering  an  acceptable  facrifice  ;  and  that  this 
mull:  be  a  difpenfation  for  life,  if  ever  any  offer- 
ing is  found  to  be  without  blemifh,  which  I  fear 

it 
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it  never  will ;  but  if  preferred  with  fpiritual  fight, 
and  a  necefiary  jealoufy  over  myfelf,  I  mall,  I  trull, 
fo  far  deem  myfelf  bleffed. — How  are  fuch  as  move 
in  this  line  to  be  pitied  !  their  ftanding  cannot  be 
better  defcribed,  than  as  being  on  a  fea  of  glafs, 
mingled  with  fire.  But  I  would  not  fay  any  thing 
to  difcourage,  nor  would  I  wifh  to  be  like  the  evil 
fpies  ;  therefore  may  add,  that  from  what  I  have 
feen  of  the  good  land,  attainable  at  times  in  this 
work,  it  is  well  worth  our  preffing  after,  and  its 
fruit  is  fo  pleafant,  that  it  amply  refrefhes  the  weary 
traveller.  I  could,  yefterday  morning,  fet  my 
feal  to  the  truth  of  this  ;  but  alas  !  the  fcene, 
fince  then,  has  changed  much.  We  were  at  the 
monthly  meeting  at  Hartfhaw  to-day,  for  which 
we  have  both  caufe  to  be  thankful ;  not  becaufe 
the  food  was  pleafant,  but  becaufe  it  was,  we  truft, 
wholefome  *,  and  this  evening  we  are  come  to  this 
place,  to  which  we  fet  oft*  in  the  bitternefs  of 
our  fpirits.  It  looks  indeed  often  to  my  mind,  as  if 
a  fingular  vifitation  is  renewedly  extended  to  our 
fociety  ;  but  there  is  a  painful  fear,  that  the  day  will 
pafs  over  the  heads  of  many :  yet,  with  it,  a  hope 
fprings,  that  there  are  others  who  will  be  purified, 
tried,  and  made  white." 

Torky  ^d  of  ^d  month  I  78 1 . 

— cc  Many  of  our  late  tribulations  appear  to 
me,  more  and  more,  to  have  been  in  the  orderings 
of  divine  wifdom  ;  and  fuch  as  have  more  evi- 
dently arifen  from  our  umvillingneis  to  fubmit  to 
the  humbling  power  of  the  crols,  will  furely  be 
profitably  remembered  by  us,  and  gradually  work 
that  patience  and  pure  refignation  of  heart,   which 

can 
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can  enable  us,  in  holy  confidence,  to  rejoice,  and 
count  it  all  joy,  when  we  fall  into  divers  tempta- 
tions and  tribulations,  for  the  trial  and  refinement 
of  our  faith  in  him,  who  was  made  perfect:  through 
fullering.  My  mind,  has,  in  general,  fince  my 
return  home,  felt  a  ftate  of  deep  proftration,  and 
humble  gratitude  to  that  all-ruling  power,  which 
hath,  I  fully  believe,  helped  us  in  our  late  en- 
gagements, and  would  more  eminently  have  done 
it,  if  our  minds  had  borne  a  greater  ilmilarity  to 
the  pailive  clay.  Great  inftrucftion  arifes  in  the 
commemoration  of  thefe  things.  To  feel  our 
minds  centred  in  a  quiet  fubmiffion  to  the  prefent 
allotment,  now  we  are  returned,  and  a  wiliingnefs 
either  to  do  or  fuffer,  appears  the  molt  defirable 
ftate  for  us,  and  is  what  I  hope  thou  largely 
experienceft." 

In  the  twelfth  month  1781,  with  the  approba- 
tion of  the  monthly  meeting,  flie  was  concern- 
ed in  a  religious  vifit,  to  a  part  of  the  families 
within  the  monthly  meeting  of  Owftwick  and 
Cave.  Although  her  fteppings  along  in  this  fer- 
vice,  were  attended  with  clofe  trials,  yet  me  was 
enabled  to  perform  it  with  a  degree  of  peace  and 
fatisfaction  ;  which  appears  from  her  own  ex- 
preffions  on  this  occafion  :  "  We  have  got 
along  as  well  as  we  could  have  looked  for,  con- 
iidering  the  prevailing  declension  and  weaknefs  of 
the  prefent  day  \  which  in  thefe,  as  well  as  in 
many  other  places,  widely  fpread  themfelves. 
Deep  fufrering,  and  a  painful  exercife  of  mind, 
are  often  our  lot  •,  but  being,  I  truft,  in  a  good  de- 
gree refigned  thereto,  they  are,  at  times  fucceeded 

with 
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with  a  calm,  and  a  little  evidence,  that  the  fervant 
is  not  wholly  diilinited  from  the  mailer." 

She  was  engaged,  in  the  ift  month  1782,  in  a, 
vifit  to  fome  families,  which  had  not  been  vifited 
by  the  friends  who  had  lately  been  concerned  in 
a  family-vifit  in  that  quarter.  At  the  conciuiion 
of  this  vifit,  fhe  remarks  as  follows,  "  It  was,  I 
think,  the  moft  trying  fervice  of  the  kind  that 
I  ever  had  any  fenfe  of ;  the  general  unfeelingnefs 
and  impenetrablenefs  of  the  vifited,  rendered 
the  labour  almoft  without  hope.  So  greatly 
departed  are  many  amongft  us,  from  the  virtue 
of  heavenly  dew,  that  it  is  now  deemed  an 
unneceiTarv  attainment/' 


CHAP. 
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CHAP.       II. 

Her  marriage— and   Journey    into    Scotland^    Cwn- 
berland}    Z*fc. 


IN  the  4th  month  1782,  flie  was  married  to 
our  friend  Robert  Grubb,  of  Clonmel  in  Ire- 
land, who  had  for  fome  time  refided  at  York ;  to 
whom  {he  was  a  faithful  and  tender  companion, 
and  a  fympathizing,  ftrengthening  helpmeet,  in 
the  various  probations  of  their  fpiritual  pilgrimage. 
On  this  fubjecT:,  the  following  inftruclive  letter, 
written  fome  months  afterwards,  appears  to  be 
worthy  of  infertion. 

"  It  was  an  awful  thing  to  me,  to  enter 
into  this  new  fphere.  I  am  now  blefled  with  ail, 
and  more  than  I  had  any  right  to  afk  for  in  it.  I 
wifh  to  number  thefe  bleffings,  and  approve  my- 
felf  worthy  of  them.  This  belief  ever  accompa- 
nies my  mind,  that  if  we  wreft  not  ourfelves  out 
of  the  divine  hand,  whofe  fatherly  care  and  pro- 
tection is  over  us,  our  cup  of  life  will  be  fo  blend- 
ed, as  to  prevent  our  fitting  down  in  outward 
enjoyments.  Few  and  fleeting  are  the  days  of 
our  pilgrimage  ;  and  every  additional  experience 
confirms  the  fentiment,  that  our  folid  fatisfaction 
depends  not  on  our  pofleffing  all  that  the  unmodi- 
fied part  in  us  can  defire  •,    for  there  ftill  remains, 

in 
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in  the  immortal  part,  a  void,  which  immortal  fub- 
ftance  only,  can  fatisfy.  To  have  this  fupplied 
with  wholefome  food,  and  every  other  gratification 
to  ftand  fubordinate  thereto,  is  the  prefent  fecret 
breathing  of  my  fpirit  :  that  fo  the  bleffing  of 
prefervation  may  attend  us,  and  patience  have  its 
perfect  work,  till  the  burning  of  the  Lord's  day 
hath  done  its  office,  and  a  quiet  centre  in  everlaft- 
ing  repofe,  is  obtained." 

About  two  weeks  after  this  event,  (he  entered 
on  a  religious  vifit  to  friends  in  Scotland,  in  com- 
pany with  her  friend  Mary  Proud  ;  having  pre- 
viouily  obtained  a  certificate  of  concurrence  from 
the  monthly  meeting.  This  concern  had,  for 
many  months,  dwelt  frequently  on  her  mind,  and 
had  now  matured  fo,  that  fhe  thought  it  her  duty 
to  engage  in  it,  at  this  time.  Her  feelings  under 
the  view  of  it,  and  in  the  profpect  of  her  mar- 
riage, with  her  refignation  to  the  fervice,  and  de- 
fires  for  divine  prefervation  and  direction  ;  are,  in 
fome  meafure,  let  forth,  by  the  following  extracts 
from  fome  of  her  letters,  written  on  thofe  occa- 
fions. — "  I  cannot  be  on  the  verge  of  fuch  impor- 
tant, and  fome  new,  concerns,  without  feeling  deep 
anxiety,  and  many  fears  ;  my  mind  is  often  fo 
deeply  oppreiTed  with  my  prefent  load,  that  I  feel 
continually  bowed  down  under  it,  and  not  very  fit 
for  this  employ.  The  mind  and  body  feldom  fufter 
alone,  and  it  is  comfortable  to  believe,  that  they 
are  not  intended  to  be  always,  or  long  companions. 
I  have  not  been  very  well  of  late,  which  is  not  to 
be  wondered  at,  nor  is  it  worth  much  attention." 

c  — cc  rr  j 


44  THE      LIFE       OF 

-u   The  fentiment  thou  drops  refpe&ing 


Scotland,  is  fo  exactly  fimilar  to  my  own,  that  it 
was  like  a  little  ftrength  handed  in  the  time  of 
need  ;  and  I  greatly  wifh,  if  the  thing  be  proved 
to  be  right,  to  be  enabled  to  make  a  facrifice  of 
every  felfifh  inclination ;  that  my  offerings  and 
prayers,  in  this  one  ftep,  may  be  pure  and  accept- 
able to  Him  who  fees  in  fecret.  But  I  often  feel- 
ingly remember  a  faying  of  M.  Peifley's,  that  fhe 
was  u  torn  as  between  heaven  and  earth  ;"  and  it 
many  times  is  matter  of  doubt,  in  which  I  mail 
centre.  I  have  as  much  nature  as  moft,  and  as 
great  an  aptnefs  to  cover  myfelf  with  it,  and  live 
upon  it ;  and  though  to  be  thus  drawn  from  fuch 
a  fource,  is  caufe  of  thankfulnefs,  yet  it  feems 
like  the  pangs  of  death,  and  I  fometimes  query, 
whether  my  natural  body  will  not  fall  under  the 
operation.  Was  it  not  for,  now  and  then,  expe- 
riencing my  ftrength  a  little  renewed,  and  my 
mind  clothed  with  the  quietnefs  of  that  habita- 
tion, which  the  arrows  of  the  archers  cannot  pe- 
netrate, I  muft  fall  to  the  opposition  of  the  enemy 
in  myfelf ;  but  when  the  arm  of  power  is  felt  to 
be  near,  then  it  is,  that  we  rejoice  in  the  means 
of  our  falvation." 

"  There  is   ftill  a  fecret  belief,  that  the 


growth  and  cultivation  of  my  views  reflecting  a 
northern  journey,  were,  by  that  hand,  from  which 
I  have  apprehended  my  moft  important  engage- 
ments have  proceeded ;  and  though  it  has,  for 
many  months,  dwelt  frequently  upon  my  mind, 
yet  I  cherifhed  a  belief,  that  it  was  very  far  off; 
till  the  profpect  of  fettling   in   a  new  line  of  life 

drew 
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drew  nearer,  and  then,  this  diftant  view  as  faft 
approached.  It  was  afrefh  revived  when  I  wrote 
to  thee  laft  ;  but  I  wifhed  to  try  it  ftill  a  little 
longer,  if,  in  the  kindnefs  of  Him,  who  knows 
my  great  unfitness  for  an  engagement  fo  important, 
my  resignation  to  it  might  be  an  acceptable  facri- 
fice.  Inftead  of  this,  the  weight  increafed,  and 
I  found,  on  complying  with  fome  early  proceedings 
in  another  affair,  that  my  peace  materially  depend- 
ed, on  having  thee  informed  of  what  I  had  in 
view  ;  that  thereby  this  concern  might  keep  pace 
with  the  other,  and  I  attend  to  what  may  appear 
to  be  my  own  bufinefs,  no  further,  than  resigna- 
tion to  a  fuperior  fervice  was  experienced.  My 
dear  friend  knows  the  necefiity  of  an  entire  fur- 
render  of  ourfelves,  to  what  appears,  in  the 
pointings  of  duty,  to  be  our  proper  bufinefs,  and 
of  keeping  our  eye  as  Steadily  to  that  as  we  can  ; 
that  fo,  by  its  finglenefs,  we  may  have  light  fuf- 
ficient  for  the  work  of  our  day.  And  as,  without 
this  quiet  attention,  we  are  often  led  into  doubts, 
fears,  and  many  reafonings,  fo  we  are  frequently 
found  to  require  provings  of  mind,  firippings, 
and  many  baptifms,  in  order  to  fit  us  for  the  ftate, 
in  which  alone  there  is  fafety ;  a  truly  humble, 
dependant  ftate,  reduced  of  ourfelves,  and  feeking 
that  honour,  which  cometh  from  God  onlv.  It 
is  with  great  awfulnefs  I  look  at  the  work  before 
us,  and  under  a  deep  fenfe,  how  unable  we  arc 
of  ourfelves,  at  all  to  help  forward  the  caufe, 
wherein  we  defire  to  be  engaged,  or  to  bring 
honour  to  that  name  (either  amongft  us  as  a  fo- 
ciety,  or  thofe  who  are  not  of  our  fold)  to  which 
the  nations  may  yet  be  feen  to  gather.  It  is  de- 
C   2  firable, 
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firable,  however,  that  our  dwelling  may  be  deep, 
that  the  wifdom  and  inftruction  we  receive,  may 
(though  fmall)  be  pure  ;  that  if  we  venture  to 
move,  the  cloud  may  fenfibly  be  taken  off  the 
tabernacle,  and  we  careful  to  follow  the  appoint- 
ed guide,  for  our  days  and  nights,  and  be  fa- 
voured, in  this  day  of  deep  degeneracy,  with  an 
evidence,  that  we  have  done  what  we  could. " 

The  following  is  an  account  of  her  journey 
through  Scotland,  &c.  taken  from  a  fhort  journal 
written  by  herlelf,  and  found  amongft  her  papers. 

"  The  twentieth  of  the  fourth  month, 

1782,  I  left  York,  with  my  friend  M.  Proud,  for 
the  yearly  meeting  at  Edinburgh,  intending  from 
thence,  to  vifit  the  friends  in  Scotland,  Cumber- 
land, &c.  We  were  at  Thirfk  on  fir  ft  day,  the 
twenty-firft,  where  we  fenfibly  felt  the  pure  life  of 
religion  to  be  at  a  low  ebb,  though  the  profeflbrs 
thereof  are  numerous  ;  and  fuch  as  have  been 
anointed  for,  and  employed  in,  the  Lord's  work, 
dwell  amongft  them.  But  thefe  being  only  ftand- 
^rd-bearers,  whilft  they  continue  exercifed  in  the 
Lamb's  war,  and  prove  their  loyalty  to  the  King 
of  kings,  by  their  careful  attention  to  his  point- 
ings, and  humble  walking  before  him,  have  need 
to  live  under  an  awful  fenfe  of  the  importance  of 
that  fervice  to  which  they  are  called  :  that  fo, 
their  fpirits  may  be  kept  favoury,  their  converfa- 
tion,  likewife,  feafoned  with  the  heavenly  fait, 
miniftering  grace  to  thofe  that  hear.  For  want  of 
the  Lord's  fervants,  or  thofe  in  the  foremoft  ranks 
of    the    people,    being    thus    preferved   near   that 

power, 
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power,  in  which  their  life  and  their  ftrength  con- 
fift,  great  declenfion  has  happened  to  us,  as  a 
people  •,  and  thofe,  who  have  been  looking  for  the 
fubftantial  part  of  religion  in  them,  have,  inftead 
of  finding  its  influence,  received,  by  the  lightnefs 
of  the  conduct  of  fuch,  a  warrant  for  their  own 
propenfities.  Under  the  confideration  of  thefe 
things,  I  was  affecled,  and  feeling  the  aptnefs  of 
my  difpofition  to  yield  to  the  like  infirmities,  I 
was  led,  renewedly,  to  beg  for  ftrength.  Notwith- 
standing we  had  to  fuffer  with  the  feed  in  this 
place,  and  to  behold  the  breaches  which  are  made 
as  in  the  walls  of  the  royal  city,  yet,  a  renewed 
viiitation  was  extended  to  many,  and  especially  to 
the  youth  ;  and  our  minds  were  a  little  encouraged 
to  prefs  forward  in  the  work  before  us,  under  a 
frefh  fenfe  of  divine  regard.  The  next  day,  we 
left  Thirik,  and  my  hufband,  who  had  accompa- 
nied us  thus  far,  went  with  us  a  few  miles  further 
on  this  day's  journey  *,  and  after  we  parted,  my 
mind  felt  a  covering  of  divine  love  to  rcplenifh  it, 
with  faith  and  patience  ;  and,  from  a  little  fenlible 
experience,  I  could  thankfully  lay,  with  a  difciple 
formerly,  "  I  have  left  all  to  follow  thee."  And 
under  a  renewed  fenfe  of  this  holy  attachment,  and 
of  my  own  unfitnefs  for  the  fervice  before  me, 
without  frequent  baptifms  of  fpirit,  and  the  fimcti- 
fying  power  thereof,  I  was  inwardly  favoured  with 
fome  new  inftructions,  refpecling  the  oflice  of  a 
minifter  of  Chrift,  and  openings  how  to  fulfil  that 
office  :  and  thus,  I  was  led  to  acknowledge,  that  he 
who  had  called  is  faithful,  and  his  grace  is  diffident 
for  us,  as  our  dependance  is  placed  thereon,  and  all 
confidence  in  ourfelves  removed.  We  attended  a 
C   3  meeting 
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meeting  on  third  day,  and  had  painfully  to  feel  the 
ftate  of  tilings  amongft  them  ;  and  it  appeared  clear 
to  my  mind,  that  the  work  was  in  the  Lord's 
hands,  and  that  he  will,  in  his  own  time,  make  ma- 
nifeft  the  hidden  things  of  darknefs  ;  when  thofe 
that  retain  a  little  life  amongft  them,  will  be  ena- 
bled to  renew  their  ftrength,  and  (hew  themfelves 
on  the  Lord's  fide,  though  their  numbers  may  be 
few.  We  were  favoured  in  fome  degree,  to  relieve 
our  own  minds,  and  left  them  that  afternoon. 

The  next  day  we  were  at  a  meeting  which,  for 
fome  time,  was  a  painful  fitting,  under  a  fenfe  that 
the  leaders  of  the  people  caufed  them  to  err,  and 
were  crying,  "  the  word  of  the  Lord,"  when  the 
Lord  had  not  fent  them.  But  after  experiencing 
fomething  of  the  baptifm  unto  death,  with  our 
holy  High  Prieft,  we  were  favoured  to  feel  the  re- 
furredtion  of  life  ;  in  which,  judgment  was  placed 
on  the  head  of  the  tranfgreffing  nature,  and  the 
minds  that  were  defirous  to  know  fomething  of  the 
work  of  religion  for  themfelves,  were  pointed  to 
the  means  of  redemption  from  fin.  From  thence 
we  went  to  Newcaftle,  and  were  at  their  week-day 
meeting  on  fifth  day,  where  truth,  meafurably, 
prevailed.  On  fixth  and  feventh  days,  being  the 
twenty-fixth  and  twenty-feventh  of  the  month,  we 
travelled  from  Newcaftle  to  Kelfo,  and  were  at 
their  meetings  on  firft  day,  which  are  very  fmall 
of  friends,  but  many  others  came  in,  efpecially  in 
the  afternoon  ;  and  though,  at  firft,  they  appeared 
rude  and  ignorant,  yet  the  power  of  truth,  in 
which  the  authority  is  felt,  rofe  fo  into  dominion, 
that  it  became  a  folemn  opportunity.   And  thus  we 

had 
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had  frefh  caufe  to  obferve,  that  it  is  only  by  divine 
ftrength,  that  we  can  run  through  a  troop,  or  leap 
over  the  walls  of  oppoiition.  On  fecond  day,  we 
went  to  Edinburgh,  where,  on  third  we  refted,  and 
on  fourth  and  fifth  attended  the  yearly  meeting, 
which  was  but  fmall,  there  being  very  few  mem- 
bers of  fociety  of  that  nation  then  prefent.  There 
were  feveral,  who  through  neglecl  of  chriftian  dis- 
cipline, think  they  have  a  claim  to  the  fociety,  as 
being  the  offspring  of  friends  ;  others  were  like 
the  Philiftines  in  whofe  hands  the  ark  of  the  tefii- 
mony  is  fallen,  and  efteemed  by  them  as  a  con- 
temptible thing  •,  there  were  alfo  prefent  a  number 
of  ftudents  from  diftant  parts,  whofe  parents  2re 
not  only  members  of  fociety,  but  fome  of  them 
ufeful  therein.  On  account  of  all  thefe,  our  minds 
were  painfully  exercifed  :  and  notwithstanding  the 
publick  meetings  were  large,  and  owned  with  di- 
yine  favour,  in  covering  thefe  aflemblies  with  a 
degree  of  holy  awe,  and  the  minds  of  fome  of  his 
fervants  with  gofpel  power  and  authority,  to  declare 
the  way  of  life  and  falvation  :  yet  through  all,  the 
fenfe  of  deep,  hidden,  as  well  as  flagrant  corrup- 
tion, lb  imprelTed  my  mind,  that  I  was  led  to  be- 
lieve, truth  will  never  profper  in  this  place,  nor 
the  excellency  of  it  appear  unveiled,  till,  not  only 
the  branches  of  the  corrupt  tree  are  cut  off,  but 
the  root  lb  dug  up  that  the  remembrance  thereof 
may  rot  -y  and  then,  there  is  a  hope  that  the  pre- 
fent planting  may  get  watered,  the  ground  renew- 
edly  cultivated,  and  fruits  appear  to  the  praife  of 
the  great  Hufbandman.  Deep  difcouragement  at- 
tends the  Lord's  exercifed  fervants  in  this  day, 
when  labour  is  added  to  labour,  baptiim  to  bap- 
C  4  tifm 
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tifm,  for  thofe  that  are  dead  in  trefpafTes  and  fins, 
and  for  thofe  that  are  unacquainted,  in  their  own 
experience,  with  the  glad  tidings  of  the  gofpel  \  fo 
that,  if  they  were  not  at  times  refrefhed  with  a  lit- 
tle bread  handed  in  fecret,  and  their  evidence  con- 
firmed,  that  the  foundation  of  God  ftands  fure, 
having  this  feal  that  the  Lord  knows  them  that 
are  his,  they  would  be  ready  to  faint  in  the  work, 
and  to  fhxink  in  the  day  of  battle,  when  the  arrows 
of  the  archers  furround,  and  the  ipirits  of  the  peo- 
ple are  oppoiing  found  doctrine,  and  crying  "  pro- 
phefy  unto  us  fmooth  things."  But  I  have  had 
frequently  of  late,  under  thefe  difcouraging  views, 
to  remember  the  prophet  when  he  mournfully  ex- 
claimed •,  "  I  have  laboured  in  vain,  and  fpent  my 
ftrength  for  nought ;"  yet  recollecting  himfelf  in 
holy  confidence  in,  and  intereft  with,  invifible  and 
divine  juftice,  he  added,  "  but  furely  my  judgment 
is  with  the  Lord,  and  my  work  with  my  God." 
From  fome  necefiary  baptifms  of  mind,  and  renewed 
evidences  that  this  is  enough  for  any  true  minifter 
of  the  gofpel  to  defire,  I  have  been  led  awfully  and 
humbly  to  implore  increafing  ftrength  and  ability, 
to  walk  before  that  gracious  eye  that  fees  in  fecret> 
without  feeking  the  praife,  or  regarding  the  cenfure 
of  men  who  are  not  circumcifed  in  heart  and  ears, 
and  who  cannot  difcern,  or  value,  found  uncon- 
demnable  words,  but  want  their  fenfual  wifdom 
and  depraved  ideas  gratified  with  the  divinations  of 
men,  and  approbation  of  themlelves.  We  had  an 
exerciling,  clofe,  and  fearching  opportunity  on  fifth 
clay  evening  (after  the  publick  meetings  were  over) 
with  thofe  under  profeffion  with  us,  and  parti- 
cularly the  ftudents  ;    to  whom  divine  regard  was 

eminently 
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eminently  manifefted,  and  a  powerful  call  extended, 
to  clofe  in  with  the  prcfent  vifitation  and  day  of 
falvation  that  is  offered  ;  whereby  they  would  be 
redeemed  from  that  wifdom  which  feparates  them 
from  the  pure  fear  of  God,  and  the  tree  of  immor- 
tal life  ;  and  alio  preferved  from  going  down  to 
the  chambers  of  death,  by  falling  in  with  thofe 
fnares  and  gilded  pollutions,  with  which  the  un- 
wearied enemy  of  our  fouls  is  feeking  to  entrap  and 
defile  us.  Their  minds  were  feniibly  affected,  at 
that  time,  under  the  power  of  truth  ;  and  he  who 
was  pleafed  thus  to  influence  their  ipirits,  is  alone 
able  to  profper  the  work.*  The  next  morning 
we  went  to  Kirkaldie,  (by  Queen's  Ferry)  where 
we  had  a  meeting  with  the  town's  people,  lbme  of 
whom  behaved  well,  the  glad  tidings  of  the  g 
were  preached  ;  and  a  fatisfaclory  meeting  it  was. 
From  hence  we  went   that   evening  one  fb^e  fur- 

ther, 

*  It  is  difficult  to  fupprefs  a  remark,  respecting  youn^ 
men  of  our  fociety  being  fent  to  complete  their  education 
at  this  place  ;  which  is,  that  the  advantages  of  meJical 
improvement  are,  beyond  all  comparifon,  out-baLncei  by 
the  pernicious  principles  of  infidelity  which  arc  imbibed 
there.  Several  young  perfong,  religioufly  hopeful  at  the 
time  of  commencing  their  ftudies,  have  returned  from 
thence  deeply  poifoned  in  their  religious  principles  ;  and 
fome  who  have  not  been  altogether  (lain  in  the  contcft, 
have,  it  is  feared,  become  fo  much  wounded,  as  to  endan- 
ger their  going  halting  all  their  days.  It  is  of  unfj 
ble  importance  for  parents  and  guardians  folidly  to  confi- 
der,  in  their  difpofal  of  youth,  the  danger  not  only  of 
this,  but  of  every  other  expofed  fituation  in  life.  No 
profeflional  advantages,  or  qualifications  whatever,  can  be 
put  in  competition  with  the  lofs  or  injury  of  that  pure- 
faith  and  principle,  which  is  our  unerring  guide,  o_ 
port  and  comfort  through  time. 

c  5 
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ther,  and  purpofed  next  day  for  Montrofe,  forty- 
nine  miles.  The  firft  ftage  in  the  morning  was  to 
Coupar  in  Fife,  where  we  felt  a  confiderable  open- 
nefs  for  a  meeting,  but  having  too  much,  in  our 
own  inclination,  fixed  our  work  for  this  day,  we 
put  by  this  fimple  feeling,  and  thought  that,  if  way 
opened,  we  would  give  up  to  it  in  our  return.  A 
few  hours  convinced  us  that  our  plans  were  frustrat- 
ed ;  for  when  we  arrived  at  Dundee  Ferry,  we 
found  ourfelves  about  half  an  hour  too  late  for  the 
tide,  fo  that  our  horfes  could  not  be  taken  over 
till  about  that  time  in  the  evening,  at  which  we 
mould  have  been  there,  had  we  ftaid  and  had  a 
meeting  at  Coupar  in  Fife.  From  Dundee  we  went 
to  Aberbrothick,  which  we  left  next  morning  for 
Montrofe,  where  we  had  a  meeting  in  the  evening 
with  the  town's  people,  who  behaved  well,  and  to 
whom  divine  regard  was  powerfully  manifefted. 

From  hence  we  went  to  Inverbervy,  a  little  fea- 
port  between  Montrofe  and  Aberdeen.  Here  we 
found  we  could  not  get  away,  without  a  meeting 
amongft  the  town's  people,  which  was  readily  pro- 
vided for,  and  a  very  folid  company  attended  ; 
whofe  minds  feemed  like  the  good  ground  cultivated 
by  the  divine  hand,  for  the  reception  of  the  feed 
of  the  kingdom.  Divine  aid  was  eminently  extend- 
ed to  us,  and  to  the  people,  and  we  were  led,  pub- 
lickly  and  fecretly,  to  return  the  gratitude  of  our 
hearts  to  him  whofe  works  alone  can  praife  him, 
and  who,  in  infinite  wifdom,  after  thefe  favoured 
opportunities,  is  fometimes  pleafed  to  lead  his  poor, 
weak,  fervants,  as  from  the  holy  mountain,  and 
from  tafting  the  animating  wine  of  the  kingdom, 

into 
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into  the  wildernefs  ;  and  to  caufe  them,  like  their 
Matter,  to  experience  fomething  of  the  forty  days 
faft,  and  the  power  of  the  Tempter  •,  that  fo,  their 
own  inability  may  be  proved,  their  humble  confi- 
dence renewed  in  the  divine  arm,  they  drawn  from 
having  any  confidence  in  the  flelh,  and  taught  not 
to  live  by  bread  alone.  From  hence  we  proceeded 
to  Stonehaven,  and  fat  with  the  few  friends  there, 
in  whom  the  life  of  religion  is  weak.  We  went  to 
Aberdeen  that  evening,  and  next  day  had  a  clofe 
time  with  the  friends  there.  The  fame  afternoon 
we  reached  Old-mcldrum,  and  next  day  fat  a  meet- 
ing with  them,  where  we  found  we  could  not  get 
away  without  fitting  in  the  families,  and  having  a 
publick  meeting  with  the  town's  people  ;  the  firft 
we  fet  about  the  fame  day,  and  had  a  fatisfactory 
meeting  with  the  people  in  the  evening.  We  found 
things  very  low  amongft  the  friends,  but  a  com- 
fortable hope,  that  of  the  youth  would  be  raifed 
up  fuch  as  would  be  qualified  to  iupport  the  caufe 
of  truth,  which  is  ready  to  fall  in  the  ftreets,  and 
the  principles  thereof  almoft  forgotten  by  thofe 
that  profefs  them,  particularly  in  departing  from 
the  plain  language,  and  lofing  the  diftinguiihing 
marks  of  their  profefllon  ;  whereby  the  crofs  is 
evaded,  and  the  people's  minds  become  like  the 
high-way  ground.  We  finiihed  the  vifit  to  the 
families  at  Kalmuck,  and  went  from  thence  on  fe- 
venth  day  evening  for  Aberdeen,  and  ftaid  there 
the  next  day.  My  companion  attended  the  meet- 
ings, where  fhe  had  good  fervice,  and  many  people 
of  the  town  came  in.  I  had  been  unwell  for  fome 
time  before  with  pain  in  my  face  and  teeth,  which 
had  now  fo  increafed  upon  *ne,  with  freih  cold, 

that, 
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that,  feeling  no  particular  draft  to  the  friends  or 
people,  and  fcarce  being  fit  to  move,  I  ftaid  in 
the  houfe  that  day,  in  order  to  ule  fome  means  for 
recovery,  which  were  not  ineffectual,  and  next 
morning  we  fet  forward  for  Urie.  Here  the  friends 
or  Stonehaven  met  us,  but  it  was  a  painful  oppor- 
tunity, and  little  of  the  divine  life  to  be  felt.  We 
reached  Montrofe  in  the  evening,  and  next  day 
went  to  Aberbrothick,  where  we  ufed  fome  means 
to  obtain  a  meeting,  but  they  not  being  effectual 
we  were  eafy  to  leave  the  place  •,  and  went  forward, 
without  any  other  meeting  in  the  way,  to  Edin- 
burgh, where  we  arrived  on  fifth  day  evening,  the 
ilfreenth  of  the  month.*      The    next   evening   we 

reached 


*  From  Aberbrothick  fhe  writes  thus  to  a  friend  ; 
"  The  minds  of  many  of  the  people  in  this  land  feem 
preparing,  like  the  good  ground,  to  receive,  in  childlike 
Simplicity,  the  ingrafted  word  ;  and  though  it  may  be  loag 
before  fruits  appear,  yet  if  thofe  that  come  this  way,  fol- 
low the  iimple  openings  of  truth,  in  their  ftoppings  at 
places  where  there  are  no  friends,  and  get  baptized  into 
the  (lares  of  the  people,  it  appears  clear  to  us,  that  fuch 
will  be  inftrumental  in  helping  forward  the  light  of  the 
perfect  day  of  the  gofpei,  which  has  dawned  in  many  of 
ihefe  parts  ;  but  it  is  under  prefent  chaftifement  for  ne- 
glect of  duty,  that  I  acknowledge  we  have  not  fufEciently 
trod  this  path.  One  material  omillion  the  week  before 
laft,  has  laid  a  foundation  for  repentance  through  this 
land,  if  not  through  time,  unlefs  our  Mailer  fometime 
fends  us  again  to  pay  debt  and  intereft  ;  becaufe,  from 
that  one  neglect,  has  proceeded  many  entanglements,  and 
preventions  of  doing  right.  We  have  great  caufe  to  be- 
lieve and  acknowledge,  that  the  divine  aid  which  hath 
been  afforded,  particularly  in  this  land,  hath  been  great; 
and  though  it  may  have  been  chiefly  on  account  of  the 
people,  yet  gratitude  hath  covered  our  minds  for  it,  and  it 
occaiions  us  to  feel  more  deeply  any  want  of  faiihfulnefs." 
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reached  Kelfo,  and  Morpeth  on  the  feventeenth, 
from  whence  we  went  next  morning  to  Newcaftle 
to  breakfaft,  and  attended  both  their  meetings  ; 
in  which  we  had  deep,  fearching,  but  honeft  la- 
bour y 


The  following  letters  were  written  a  few  days  after 
her  getting  out  of  Scotland. 

"  It  is  a  favour  when  we  are  at  liberty  to  feei  one 
another,  in  the  cementing  bond  of  pure  love  and  unchange- 
able fellowfhip  ;  for,  really,  in  journeys  of  this  kind,  our 
minds  are  often  fo  (tripped  of  fatis factions  like  thefe,  that 
inftead  of  feeling  as  if  we  belong  to  any  body,  or  have 
any  outward  fource  of  comfort,  the  (late  of  the  pelican  in 
the  wildernefs  feems  mod  fimilar  to  ours  ;  andy  no  doubt, 
for  wife  ends,  our  minds  are  thus  clothed  with  abftracted- 
nefs,  and  feparated  from  dome/tick  bleffings  ;  for  our  eye 
then  being  fingle,  and  we  confidering  ourfelves  fervants 
that  have  need  to  watch  every  pointing  of  the  Mafter, 
we  are  in  the  greater  fitnefs  to  receive  thnt  divine  light,, 
in  which,  and  by  which  only,  every  fervice  in  the  church 
can  be  rightly  accomplifhed." 

"  We  are  convinced  it  is  right  for  thofe  wha 

go  into  Scotland,  to  go  without  plans,  or  fixed  times  for 
things,  and  firnply  to  attend,  day  by  day,  to  the  open- 
ings of  truth,  giving  up  their  time  freely,  and  confidering, 
themfelves  in  no  refpecl  their  own.  Such  as  thus  faith- 
fully vifit  Scotland,  and  get  deep  enough  in  their  minds 
to  bring  up  fuch  weapons  as  will  penetrate  the  minds  of 
the  people,  and  reach  the  divine  life,  rather  than  aim 
merely  at  convincing  the  judgment,  will  have,  I  am  per- 
fuaded,  great  fervice  in  that  land,  and  find  the  free  dedi- 
cation of  their  time  to  be  an  acceptable  facrifice." 

"  We  have  now  got  as  into   our   own  camp, 

where  clofe  painful  labour  is  often  our  lot ;  which  being 
almoft  continual,  and  without  apparent  effects,  we  are 
fometimes  ready  to  fhrink  from  the  work,  and  turn  our 
faces  homeward,  confidering  ourfelves,  in  every  fenfe  of 
the  word,  unprofitable  fervants.  But  I  have  thus  far 
found,  that  when  we  have  been  fo  reduced,  as  hath  been 
the  cafe,  that  we  durft  not  look  for  great  things,  divine 
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bour  ;  and  a  degree  of  quietude,  refignation,  and 
ferenity  of  mind,  clofed  the  day.  The  next  day 
we  refted,  and  on  third  were  at  Shields,  fourth  at 
Sunderland,  fifth  at  Benfieldiide,  fixth  at  New- 
biggin,  feventh  at  Allondale,  firft  at  Aldfton,  and 
fecond  at  Cornwood :  at  all  which,  the  effects  of 
an  inattention  to  the  unerring  fpiritual  guide,  were 
deeply  felt  by  us  ;  and,  from  place  to  place,  our 
fpirits  were  pained  in  viewing  the  declenfion  and 
defolation  which  have  fpread  themfelves,  even 
amongft  the  foremoft  clafles  of  the  people  ;  fo  that 
fome  of  thoie  who  have  appeared  as  ihepherds  over 
the  flock,  have  been  overtaken  therewith,  imitten 
by  the  hand  of  the  enemy,  and  proved  their  dil- 
qualification  for  fervice  ;  whereby  many  that  knew 

not 

ftrength  hath  been  moft  adminiftered,  and  the  blefflngs 
that  attend  our  thus  dwelling  in  the  deeps,  have  been 
couched  under  thefe  feelings  ;  and  the  fpirit  of  difcern- 
ment  hath  fo  proceeded  therefrom,  that  we  have  had 
humbly  to  admire  the  dealings  of  the  divine  hand,  which, 
by  reducing  his  fervants,  exalteth  his  own  caufe.  When 
felf  is  moft  brought  down,  there  is  leaft  anxiety  about 
the  fruits  of  our  labour  ;  they  are  left  to  the  great  Huf- 
bandman,  who  caufeth  the  rain  to  defcend  on  the  juft, 
and  on  the  unjuft  ;  and  furely  it  is  enough  for  us  to  ex- 
perience our  meat  and  our  drink  to  be  an  obedience  to 
the  will  of  our  heavenly  Father  :  for  thereby,  we  get 
food  that  the  world  knows  not  of,  and  feel  ourfelves 
bound  to  his  truth,  though  many  may  forfake  it.  We 
are  reconciled  to  fuffer  therewith,  feeing  with  an  eye  of 
faith,  that  notwithftanding  the  declenfion  amongft  us,  the 
fmiting  of  the  (hepherds,  fome  in  being  happily  removed 
from  the  evil  to  come,  and  others  by  the  hand  of  the 
enemy,  and  the  fcattering  of  the  fheep,  yet  the  promife 
will  be  fulfilled,  upon  the  little  ones  :  and  thefe  keeping 
to  their  Judge  and  Lawgiver,  they  fhall  with  the  Lamb, 
experience  a  victory." 
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not  the  fure  foundation,  but  whofe  eyes  were  fixed 
upon  man,  and  whofe  walking  was  circumfcribed 
by  the  appearance  of  others,  have  been  fcattered 
from  the  place  of  true  feeding,  and  thus  want  an 
anchor  to  their  fouls  in  the  time  of  trial.  This 
the  fpirit  of  truth  would  have  amply  fupplied,  had 
it  been  made  the  object  of  their  refearches,  inftead 
of  the  honour,  the  wifdom,  and  the  complicated 
gratifications  of  man  in  his  depraved  ftate.  But  in 
the  courfe  of  thefe  meetings,  particularly  at  New- 
biggin,  Allondale,  and  Cornwood,  we  felt  an  evi- 
dence that  the  divine  promife  will  be  fulfilled  upon 
the  little  ones,  and  that  there  are  of  this  number, 
who,  if  they  keep  faithful  under  the  preparing 
hand,  will  be  raifed  up  to  be  ftandard-bearers  in 
the  work  and  houfe  of  their  God.  But  oh  the 
danger  of  even  thefe,  that  have  been  feveral  times 
dipped  as  in  Jordan,  not  abiding  the  day  of  further 
trial,  wherein  nothing  but  the  pure  gold  will  ftand ; 
becaufe  the  fiery  baptifm  of  the  fpirit,  is  fo  fuperior 
to  every  thing  but  what  is  of  its  own  durable  na- 
ture, that  whatever  has  been  mixed  with  it  mull, 
in  this  teft,  be  fwept  away  -,  that  the  vefTel  which 
is  formed  of  the  refidue,  may  be  fo  pure  as  to  be 
entitled  to  the  infcription  of,  "  holinefs  unto  the 
Lord."  As  it  is  for  want  of  this  patient  dedication 
of  heart  to  the  operation  of  truth,  that  many  vef- 
fds  amongft  us  have  been  little  better  than  found- 
ing brafs  or  tinkling  cymbals  to  the  people,  having 
no  authority  from  that  of  which  they  fpoke,  nor 
difcovering  an  alliance  to  the  mafter  by  following 
his  holy  pattern,  my  heart  has  been  led  fervently  to 
implore  for  myfelf,  and  for  a  number  of  thefe,  to 
whom  I  felt  united  in  our  heavenly  Father's  love, 

that 
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that  whatfoever  may  be  the  fufrerings  of  the  prefent 
day,  and  howlbever  one  may  fall  on  one  hand,  and 
another  on  another,  our  eye  may  be  fixed  on  the 
Rock  of  our  ftrength,  and  our  faith  fo  replenished, 
that  though  the  feet  may  be  placed  as  in  the  very 
bottom  of  Jordan,  we  may  not  flinch  therefrom, 
nor  feek  an  eaiier  path  than  that  which  the  wreft- 
ling  feed  of  Jacob  have  ever  trcd  ;  nor  have  any 
greater  joy  than  to  be  united  by  an  exercife  of  fpi- 
rit  to  our  holy  Head,  whether  in  fuffering  or  in 
rejoicing.  We  had,  in  all  thefe  places,  the  renew- 
ed affiftance  of  that  fpirit  which  helpeth  our  infir- 
mities, teacheth  how  to  pray  and  travail  in  fpirit, 
and  how  to  minifter  to  the  ftates  of  the  people  ; 
whereby  fome  of  the  hidden  things  of  darknefs 
were  fearched  out,  the  ftrayed  of  the  flock  invited 
to  the  fold,  and  the  little  travailing  remnant  were 
encouraged  to  go  forward  on  their  way.  We  had 
a  uniting  feafon  at  Corawood-,  in  that  pure  fellow- 
fhip  of  fpirit,  which  fupplieth  every  member  in 
the  body  with  frefh  vigour  to  perform  its  func- 
tion.— From  hence,  with  our  friends  M.  J.  and 
J.  W.  we  went  to  a  meeting  in  Cumberland  :  it 
was  a  time  of  deep  exercife  of  mind,  but  in  faith- 
fulnefs  thereto,  the  power  of  truth  rofe  into  domi- 
nion, and  we  had  reafon  to  hope  it  was  a  profita- 
ble time  to  divers.  We  left  this  place,  and  in  the 
afternoon  were  at  another  meeting,  which  was,  for 
a  time,  painful  beyond  defcription  ;  but  by  an 
humble  waiting,  it  was  difcovered  that  the  people 
were  fed  with  an  unfound  miniftry,  that  the  ark 
was  taken  into  the  hands  of  the  uncircumcifed, 
and  that  there  was  a  number  who  loved  to  have  it 
fo.     The  power  and  authority  of  truth  arofe,  by 
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which  we  were  enabled  to  place  judgment  on  that 
fpirit,  which  was  feeking  to  fupport  the  teftimony 
with  unfanclified  hands,  and  to  have  their  honour 
from  men,  forgetting  that  holy  anointing  and  pre- 
paration of  heart,  whereby  the  Lord  becomes  fane- 
tified  in  all  thofe  that  draw  nigh  unto  him,  and 
the  bread  that  he  gives  them  to  break  receives  a 
bleiling  upon  it,  in  that  it  fhall  not  be  void,  but 
prove  a  vifitation  of  his  love  to  thofe  to  whom  it  is 
lent,  whether  they  will  hear  or  forbear.  Here  we 
had  afrefh  to  obferve,  that  where  minifters  main- 
tain their  inward  exercife,  and  keep  near  to  their 
gifts,  the  fpirit  of  true  difcernment,  which  fearch- 
eth  all  things,  is  not  wanting  to  prove,  from  the 
line  hi  which  it  leads  them,  the  rectitude  of  their 
miniftry  to  the  living  and  wife  in  heart ;  who 
judge  not  by  the  fight  of  the  eye,  or  the  hearing  of 
the  ear,  but  by  the  unerring  evidence  of  truth, 
which  remains  to  be  the  favour  of  life  unto  life. 
Our  minds  were  thankful,  under  the  frefh  knfc  of 
divine  favour  and  itrength,  in  being  found  worthy 
to  fuffer  with  the  fuffering  feed,  and  with  the 
little  remnant  that  are'  thus  exercifed,  and  who 
belong  to  this  meeting  :  to  thefe,  though  they 
are  weak,  the  bread  of  encouragement  was 
broken. 

Next  morning  we  fet  forward,  and  on  our  way,  I 
received  an  account  from  my  hufband  who  was 
then  in  London,  of  the  death  of  his  father,  and 
that  he  purpofed  going  over  with  the  friends  who 
had  attended  the  yearly  meeting,  to  accompany 
his  fifter,  and  to  pay  a  vifit  to  his  mother  and 
friends  on    this   affecting   occafion  *,   reafons    with 

which 
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which  my  judgment  led  me  to  coincide,  though  I 
felt  myfelf  deeply  affected  with  fo  unexpected  a 
circumftance ;  and  having  received  a  letter  con- 
veying forrowful  intelligence  on  various  fubjects, 
I  was  ready,  with  the  additional  concern  of  the 
important  fervice  in  which  we  were  engaged,  to 
fink  under  the  general  prefTure  of  my  mind.  But 
in  this  iituation,  I  had  frefh  caufe  to  recur  to 
that  divine  and  invifible  arm  which  drew  me  out  \ 
and  in  the  feeling  whereof  I  could  then  fay,  with 
a  degree  of  holy  confidence,  "  Lord  I  have  left  all 
to  follow  thee, "  to  that  ftation  into  which  I  ap- 
prehended myfelf  called,  though  but  a  child,  and 
to  nothing  fhort  of  a  difciple  of  the  Lamb,  to 
fight  under  his  banner,  and  to  prefer  his  work  to 
every  gratification  or  concern  of  my  own.  I 
found  it  was  an  eafy  thing  to  fay,  I  will  follow 
thee  wherefoever  thou  leadeft  •,  but  when  our  fi- 
delity is  tried  with  crofs  occurrences  in  our  natu- 
ral feelings,  united  to  the  frefh  painful  fenfe,  that 
the  foxes  have  holes,  &c.  then  are  we  ready  to 
fhrink,  and  defire  that  the  cup  may  pafs  from  us, 
forgetting  that  all  muft  be  left  to  the  great  Difpo- 
fer  of  all  things  ;  that  fo  with  holy  confidence, 
our  refolutions  may  be,  u  though  thou  flay  me, 
yet  will  I  truft  in  thee."  Under  this  difpenfa- 
tion,  I  was  afrefh  ftripped,  and  became  a  fuppliant 
at  wifdom's  gate  ;  where,  I  found,  I  had  nothing 
to  receive  for  my  help,  but  a  patient  fubmiffion  to 
the  divine  will,  and  renewed  ftrength,  fimply  and 
fingly,  to  wait,  not  only  refpecting  circumftances 
relating  to  my  focial  concerns,  but  in  the  line  of 
my  religious  duty,  and  in  the  exercife  of  the  gift ; 
feeing  that  it  is  only  when  the  eye  is  fingle,  that 

the 


SARAH       GRUBB.  61 

the  body  is  full  of  light.  We  attended  the  next 
meeting,  which  for  a  time  was  inexprefiibly  dark 
and  painful ;  but  being  engaged  fervently  to  tra- 
vail for  the  refurrection  of  life,  we  had  renewedly 
to  acknowledge,  that  our  labours  were  bleffed, 
and  ftrength  afforded  for  that  time,  to  awaken  a 
number  from  a  ftate  of  fpiritual  death,  and  to  fhew 
them  the  deplorable  fituations  they  were  in.  We 
proceeded  to  another  meeting,  and  on  firft  day  at- 
tended both  the  meetings  there  ;  in  the  firft  of 
which  we  were  enabled  to  relieve  our  minds  from 
the  weight  which,  in  the  forepart,  deeply  affected 
us,  and  it  was  a  time  of  renewed  favour.  Num- 
bers will  not  hear  either  the  Mafter  or  the  fervant 
when  found  doctrine  is  delivered  unto  them  :  but 
the  moft  fine  gold  becoming  changed,  and  they  re- 
membering fomething  of  the  work  of  the  Refiner, 
but  not  keeping  under  it  themfelves,  are  making 
fomewhat  for  the  people  which  is  fpecious,  and 
feeds  their  itching  ears,  but  which  at  the  fame  time 
is  putting  death  into  the  pot :  fo  that  for  want  of 
thofe  that  hear  recurring  to  the  witnefs  for  God, 
the  true  fpirit  of  prophecy,  the  feed  of  the  king- 
dom becomes  ftifled,  and  total  infenfibility  enfues  ; 
a  ftate  over  which,  in  this  county,  we  had  deeply 
to  mourn.  The  meeting  in  the  afternoon  was  fi- 
lent,  and  our  minds  preferved  in  great  refignation. 
On  3d  day  following  we  went  to  Moorhoufe  and 
Kirkbride,  on  4th  at  Wigton  and  Bolton,  on  5th 
at  Berkfoot  and  at  Maryport,  and  on  6th  at  Allon- 
by  and  Broughton.  The  clofenefs  of  the  exercife  in 
meetings,  and  in  travelling,  had  by  this  time  fenfi- 
bly  affected  or  reduced  our  ftrength  and  fpirits  ; 
but  refting  on  7th  day  with  a  friend  helped  to  rc- 
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ftore  us  a  little  :  yet  the  wounded  and  captivated 
ftate  of  us  as  a  people,  and  efpecially  in  this 
county,  renders  a  little  prefent  reft,  like  the  eating 
of  the  paflbver,  with  bitter  herbs  •,  for  how  can 
the  fervant  rejoice  where  the  Mafter  reigns  not  ! 
On  i  ft  day  we  fat  with  the  friends  at  Pardfhaw, 
where  divine  regard  was  renewedly  extended  to 
us  and  to  them,  in  opening  the  book  of  His  law, 
and  difcovering  the  tranfgreflions  of  the  profeflbrs 
thereof.  The  fame  evening  we  rode  to  White- 
haven, and  had  a  meeting  there  the  next  day  the 
I  oth,  which  was  painful ;  but  a  little  opprefled 
remnant  were  ftrengthened  ;  for  which  thankful- 
nefs  ought  to  arife,  and  gratitude  cover  our  fpirits, 
notwithftanding  we,  as  the  poor  fervants  and  ofF- 
fcouring  of  all  things,  are  often  abafed  under  the 
fenfe  of  our  own  nothingnefs,  and  of  our  omif- 
fions  and  commiflions  ;  for  on  thefe  the  compaf- 
fionate  eye  of  the  Mafter  condefcends  to  look, 
when  we  fee  ourfelves,  and  are  proftrate  before 
him,  under  the  fenfe  of  how  liable  we  are  to 
fwerve  to  the  right  hand  or  to  the  left,  from  the 
clear  and  pure  openings  of  truth  in  our  religious 
fervices,  without  a  clofe  attention  of  mind  thereto. 
This  requires  a  previous  ftrippednefs,  and  baptifm 
of  fpirit,  that  our  own  activity  may  be  reduced, 
and  fubjecled  to  the  Power  that  quickeneth  and 
giveth  life,  and  that,  likewife,  unprofitable  timi- 
dity and  fear  of  man,  may  become  fo  removed, 
that  we  can,  with  iingleneis  and  refignation,  de- 
pend folely  upon  the  fimple  revelation  of  the 
divine  will.  For  though  it  is  needful  for  our 
refinement,  and  fitnefs  for  fervice,  to  be  clothed 
with  the   fenfe  of  our  weaknefs,  and  the  infuffi- 
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ciency  of  our  wifdom  and  difcernment  in  the 
myfteries  of  the  kingdom,  and  in  performing  the 
leaft  work  for  the  fpiritual  building  ;  yet  on  this, 
when  called  to  labour,  our  eye  fhould  not  be  fixed, 
but  reft,  with  faith,  on  the  invifible  arm  of  divine 
power;  that  being  in  a  fituation  ready  to  receive  help 
from  it,  we  may  be  therewith  content,  and  favour- 
ed with  that  bleffing  which  renders  acceptable  the 
fmalleft  offering,  or  the  bread  that  may  be  com- 
pared but  to  the  barley  loaf.  We  went  to  another 
meeting,  where  things  are  very  low,  fome  of  the 
members  being  fo  weak  as  to  let  fall  fome  of  the 
fundamental  principles  of  our  profeffion  ;  whereby 
the  few  that  are  faithful  are  opprefTed  with  the 
feed,  and  are  ready  to  fink  under  difcouragements, 
and  alfo  with  fome  appearances  in  the  miniftry, 
concerning  which  we  felt  no  anfwer  of  life  as 
unto  life.  Here  we  lodged  at  the  houfe  of  our 
valuable  friends  J.  and  B.  D.  who  next  day  accom- 
panied us,  with  fome  other  friends,  to  Kefwick, 
where  we  had  a  pretty  large  and  fatisfactory  meet- 
ing amongft  the  town's  people.  On  fifth  day  the 
thirteenth,  we  attended  the  week  day  meeting, 
and  monthly  felecl  meeting  at  Greyfouthen,  where 
gracious  condefcenfion  was  eminently  extended  to 
us,  and  to  the  members  thereof;  and  we  parted 
with  many  of  our  friends  on  that  fide,  in  much 
affectionate  fellowfhip,  and  fympathy  with  each 
others'  tried  filiations,  arifing  from  the  deep  dc- 
clenfion  and  defolation  which  widely  fpread  over 
us  as  a  people.  Next  morning  we  rode  to  lfell 
meeting,  in  a  very  ftormy,  tempeftuous  day,  fo 
much  fo,  that  the  friends  belonging  to  the  meet- 
ing durft  not  venture  out,  except  three  men,   for 
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whom,  in  a  cold  damp  meeting-houfe,  we  waited 
in  our  wet  clothes  three  quarters  of  an  hour  \ 
having  no  better  accommodations  for  ourfelves  or 
horfes,  than  a  bare  fhelter  from  the  heavy  rain 
that  fell  here.  We  fat  down  with  the  few  that 
came,  and  our  guides,  ready  to  conclude  that,  un- 
der thefe  circumftances,  it  would  be  an  unavailing 
attempt  to  have  our  minds  properly  ftayed ;  but 
he  who  mercifully  condefcends  to  vifit  the  two  or 
three  that  gather  in  his  name,  was  pleafed  emi- 
nently to  own  us  that  day.  I  remembered,  and 
had  to  open  the  paiTage,  "  Blefled  is  that  fervant 
that  watcheth,  and  keepeth  his  garment,  and  who, 
when  his  Lord  cometh,  is  found  ready."  It  appeared 
to  my  mind  that  all  thole  who  have  enlifted  under 
the  fpiritual,  unconquered  Captain,  have  received 
a  mark  thereof,  a  change  of  heart,  an  awful  co- 
vering of  fpirit,  a  loving  one  another,  and  means 
whereby  fuch  might  ftand  in  readinefs  for  the 
word  of  command  •,  and  that  therefore  the  pecu- 
liar bleffing  of  the  divine  hand  refts  upon  thefe 
faithful  fervants,  who  when  not  actually  in  fervice, 
fo  remember  their  office,  as  to  be  fit,  when  called 
thereto,  to  ftep  into  it,  and  move  only  in  that 
raiment,  and  with  that  armour,  which  the  maiter 
gives  them.  For  want  of  this  watchful,  attentive 
care,  in  times  of  withdrawing,  many  amongft  us, 
when  there  has  been  an  opening  for  labour,  have 
not  been  found  ready,  nor  approved  worthy,  to 
advocate  the  heavenly  caufe  ;  and  thus  the  warfare 
has  not  been  maintained,  but  the  battle  is  retarded, 
lfrael  falls  before  his  enemies,  and  the  accurfed 
thing  is  in  the  tribe  of  Judah.  At  the  clofe  of 
this  meeting,  where  my  mind  had  been  led  to  cen- 
tre 
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tre  to  idance  on  the  fmalleft  evidence 

of  the  divine  ay*  of  deep  proba- 

tion, and  frequent  d   fert}<  n  of  fpirit,  the  aiorefaid 
paflage,   "  (errant,  &c.M  powerfully 

::A   Fprcad  me,   and,   with  a  voice 

intelligible  to  015  fpiritual  ear,  applied  it  to  my- 
felf  ;  which  introduced  fuch  a  calm  over  my  mind, 
and  reparation  from  the  natural  feelings  thereof,  as 
I  never  before  experienced.  Under  this  fenfe,  I 
concluded  it  was  the  laft  meeting  I  mould  ever 
be  at ;  that  the  dedication  of  my  heart,  and  fome 
afflictive  difpenfations  that  were  paft,  had  proved 
acceptable,  and  that  now  there  was  no  obitruclion 
to  my  final  dhTolution  ;  nor  an  attachment  in  me 
to  any  thing  below  :  a  fituation  of  mind  fo  dif- 
ferent from  what  1  ufually  felt,  when  I  have  feared 
that  the  clofenefs  of  my  connections  had  the  af- 
cendency  over  my  love,  and  travail  of  fpirit  for 
the  caufe  of  truth,  that  I  wondered  at  the  change. 
I  looked  towards  my  friends,  faw  fome  of  them 
in  their  places,  and  feeling  myfelf  in  my  own, 
without  a  cord  to  break,  I  apprehended  that,  in  a 
very  little  time,  I  mould  be  gathered  to  that  eter- 
nal habitation  of  reft,  whereinto  I  never  before 
fo  fenfibly  entered,  and  of  which  I  had  never  fuch 
a  foretafte.  It  was  nothing  that  elated  me,  my  na- 
tural ideas  were  dormant,  but  what  I  experienced 
feemed  folid  fubftantial  truth.  After  the  meeting 
broke  up,  and  I  was  making  the  neceffarv  prepara- 
tions for  proceeding  to  the  next  meeting,  there 
was  no  interruption  to  my  mind,  till  riding  along 
the  road,  with  a  frefh,  awful  application  to  the 
Lord,  and  breathing  that  I  might  not  reft  too  much 
under  this  impreffion,   and   that  if  there   was  any 

other 
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other  end  to  anfwer  than  what  I  had  feen,  it  might 
be  difcovered ;  left  by  looking  too  much  at  an 
opening  fo  comfortable  to  myfelf,  I  fhould  be  in 
danger  of  neglecting  a  continued  exercife  of  fpi- 
rit,  and  the  fervice  I  might  be  called  to  from  place 
to  place  ;  and  thereby  render  that  which  was  in- 
tended a  bleffing,  a  block  in  my  way  in  preffing 
after  fo  defirable  an  end  as  had  opened  therein  : 
thus  waiting  to  fee  further  the  way  caft  up  for  me, 
I  thought  I  clearly  difcovered,  that  it  was  a  mark 
of  divine  regard  at  that  time  extended,  in  order 
to  fhew  me  the  excellent,  ultimate,  effect  of  what 
I  had  had  to  open  to  others  ;  and  the  need  there 
was  for  me  to  attend  to  it  myfelf,  during  the  courfe 
of  my  own  pilgrimage  •,  and  alfo  to  remove  an 
idea,  that  the  ties  of  nature  are  fo  interwoven  with 
my  attachment  to  eternal  excellency  and  purity, 
that  the  feparation  muft  be,  like  the  furnace  being 
heated  feven  times  hotter  than  it  had  before  been 
experienced.  Inftead  of  this,  I  had  to  behold, 
in  humble  admiration,  the  works  of  an  almighty 
hand  in  the  deeps,  and  how,  when  our  hearts  arc 
upright  before  him,  he  invifibly  works  our  deli- 
verance, by  means  which  the  unenlightened  under- 
standing of  man  cannot  comprehend.  When  the 
power  of  truth  predominates,  we  fee,  in  the  vifion 
of  light,  its  fuperiority  to  every  natural  endowment 
or  gratification  ;  fo  that  the  infurmountable  diffi- 
culties that  are  beheld  by  the  natural  eye,  are 
fubje&ed,  and  the  mountain  of  the  Lord  is  exalted 
on  the  top  of  all  the  hills.  In  commemoration  of 
this  token  of  divine  regard,  my  mind  is  bowed, 
under  the  fenfe  of  my  own  unworthinefs,  and  how 
unable  I  am,  notwithftanding  this  view,  to  dwell 

in 
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in  a  ftate  of  prefervation  and  acceptance,  without 
wreftling,  from  time  to  time,  for  that  faith  which 
overcometh,  and  that  patience  whereby  we  are  kept 
in  the  hour  ot  temptation  :  for  if  the  Lord  keep 
not  the  city,  the  watchman  watcheth  but  in  vain. 
After  the  meeting  at  Ifell  we  went  to  Coldbeck, 
where  wre  had  a  {uttering  time,  but  were  enabled 
in  a  good  degree  to  fearch  out  the  caufe.  Next 
day  we  attended  a  meeting  at  Mofedale,  where  we 
had  comfortably  to  obferve  that  the  Matter's  feet 
had  been,  though  in  general  things  are  very  low. 
On  firft  day,  the  fixteenth,  we  were  at  both  their 
meetings  at  Penrith,  where  v.re  painfully  felt  the 
oppreflion  of  the  feed,  as  in  many  other  places. 
That  evening  we  rode  to  Terril,  and  next  morn- 
ing had  a  meeting  there  ;  where  the  neceffity  of 
thofe  who  are  called  to  the  miniftry  fitting  loofe 
from  outward  connections  and  profits,  and  follow- 
ing the  Matter  whitherfoever  he  leads  them,  was 
clearly  fet  forth.  From  hence  we  went  to  Strick- 
land meeting,  and  on  our  way,  I  had  a  fall  from 
my  horfe,  with  which  I  was  hurt,  but  attended  the 
meeting,  which  was  favoured,  and  I  gradually 
recovered.  From  Strickland  we  went  to  Hawkf- 
head,  and  from  thence  to  Swarthmore,  where  many 
not  of  our  fociety  attended  ;  and  it  proved  an  emi- 
nently favoured  feafon.  Our  next  meeting  was  at 
Height  which  was  a  low  time.  We  then  proceeded 
to  another  meeting,  retted  and  wrote  on  7th  day  ; 
and  on  firft  fat  both  their  meetings,  where  wre  had 
fecretiy  to  mourn  over,  and  publickly  to  difcover, 
the  affecting  fituation  of  thofe  who,  from  year  to 
year,  have  been  divinely  favoured,  and,  like  the 
vineyard  we  read  of,  dug  about,  fenced,  and  viuted 
D  bf 
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by  the  good  Hufbandman  :  but  oh,  the  falling 
fhort  !  one  may  plant,  and  another  may  water,  yet 
as  the  increafe  is  of  the  Lord,  and  He  not  being 
devotedly  fought  unto,  for  that  dew  of  heaven 
which  renders  us  fruitful,  and  that  pruning  hand 
which  would  keep  the  branches  clean,  numbers, 
after  having  been  planted  choice  vines,  have  become 
the  degenerate  plants  of  a  ftrange  vine  unto  the 
Lord  •,  and  notwithstanding  they  keep  a  greennefs, 
and  an  appearance  of  life,  it  was  clear  to  the  view 
of  our  minds,  that  if  there  was  not  a  getting  deep- 
er, even  to  the  warning  pool,  and  being  ftripped  of 
themfelves,  the  princes  alfo  arifing  from  the  duft 
of  the  earth  and  anointing  the  fhield,  that  fpiritual 
death  will  greatly  increafe  amongft  them,  and  the 
judgments  of  the  Lord  for  difobedience  will  enfue. 
We  took  the  week  following,  Prefton,  Grayrig, 
Sedberg,  Dent,  Garfdale,  Ravenftonedale,  and  Lar- 
tington ;  and  alfo  had  a  fatisfaclory  meeting  at 
Bowes,  where  are  none  of  our  fociety  ;  and  at  the 
others,  we  were  favoured  with  ftrength  for  the 
exercife  that  fell  to  our  lot  therein.  The  firft  day 
following,  we  attended  the  meeting  at  Staindrop, 
and  another  in  the  evening  at  Bifhop  Aukland  ;  on 
fecond  day  we  went  to  Durham  to  their  quarterly 
meeting,  attended  the  feveral  fittings  thereof:  in 
all  which  we  were  enabled,  far  beyond  our  expecta- 
tion, to  relieve  our  minds,  by  honeftly,  in  the  fear 
of  the  Lord,  and  not  of  man,  exprefling  our  fenfe 
of  the  ftate  of  things  amongft  them  •,  and  it  was  a 
time  of  renewed  favour.  From  thence  we  went 
forward,  and  at  a  meeting  wherein  the  uncircum- 
cifed  fpirit  was  painfully  felt  to  prevail  in  the  fore- 
part thereof,   but   our  help    and   fafety  depending 
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upon  our  going  down  to  the  brook,  we  were  en- 
gaged patiently  to  wait  for  divine  clothing,  knowing 
that  it  would  be  dangerous  to  go  againft  them  in 
untried  armour,  notwithftanding  the  caufe  might 
be  good  :  and  we  may  thankfully  fay,  that  good  is 
the  word  of  the  Lord,  and  efficacious  to  the  fmiting 
of  the  Goliaths  of  this  day." 

Her  own  account  of  this  journey  ends  here  ; 
but  it  appears  that  fhe  proceeded  from  this  place, 
and  vifited  the  meetings  at  Stockton,  and  Yarm, 
back  to  Benfieldiide,  then  Ayton,  Bilfdale,  and 
Kirby,  and  returned  home  about  the  middle  of  the 
feventh  month. 

After  fhe  had  got  out  of  Scotland,  fhe  and  her 
companion  felt  their  minds  difpofed  to  falute  the 
friends  of  the  monthly  meeting  of  Old  Meldrum 
with  an  epiftle  ;   a  copy  whereof  follows. 

"  Dear   Friends  ! 
"   As  in  our  travelling  along,  we  have  frequent- 
ly felt  our  minds  covered  with  an  earneft  engage- 
ment for  your  prefervation,   and  a  fenfe  of  the  love 
of  our  heavenly  Father  towards  you,  which  engaged 
us  to  pay  you  a  vifit,  we  are  drawn   in  the  re- 
newed   extendings   thereof,   to  falute  you  with  a 
few  lines,    and  according    to  the  ability   received, 
:o  ftrengthen  the  little  life   that  is   amongft  you  \ 
:hat  the  elders  may  be   gathered  to  the  true  place 
)f  feeding,   the  middle-aged  arifing  may  become 
nen    and    women   of   valour    for    God,    and    the 
outh  having  examples  fet   before  their  eyes    of  a 
tcady   circumfpecl:   walking,  feafoned  with  divine 
D    2  virtue, 
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virtue,  may  be  engaged,  by  the  efficacy  of  the  fame 
holy  principle,  to  fucceed  their  parents,  and  the 
faithful  in  all  ages,  in  carrying  forward  the  Lord's 
work,  and  in  His  name,  which  is  His  power,  fetting 
up  their  banners.  But,  dear  friends,  as  there  are 
many  impediments  which  have  hindered  us  as  a 
people,  both  in  this  land  and  in  yours,  from  ad- 
vancing in  our  fpiritual  progrefs,  and  increasing 
our  ftrength  in  the  Lord,  let  us  inquire  into  the 
caufe  whence  they  have  come,  and  to  what  they 
will  tend  •,  for  if  we  had  kept  to  the  fure  founda- 
tion, and  in  all  things  confidered  ourlelves  the 
followers  of  a  crucified  Lord,  rather  than  nomi- 
nal members  of  a  religious  fociety  •,  and  been  con- 
cerned to  Walk  even  as  He  walked;  the  fnares  of 
the  enemy  would  not  have  prevailed  to  have 
led  fo  many  captives  into  a  ftrange  land  ;  becaufe, 
againft  the  Rock  of  ages,  whereon  we  might  have 
been  built,  the  gates  of  hell  fhall  never  be  able 
to  prevail.  But  for  want  of  keeping  an  eye  open 
to  this  preferving  Power,  a  fpirit  of  indifterency 
hath  crept  in,  and,  whilft  many  have  flept,  tares 
have  been  fown  ;  which  as  they  fpring  up,  have 
had  a  tendency  to  choke  the  good  feed,  thofe 
tender  impreffions,  and  reproofs  of  inftruclion, 
which  would  have  prepared  our  fpirits,  and  have 
bound  them  to  the  holy  law  and  teftimonies  of 
truth.  Thus,  ftrength  hath  been  wanting  to  main- 
tain the  difcipline  of  the  church,  in  that  purity 
wherein  it  was  firft  eftablifhed  ;  and  a  door  hath 
opened  for  increa/ing  liberties.  Hence,  hath 
enfued  a  mixing  with  the  fpirit,  and  cuftoms  of 
the  world  ;  fo  that  thofe  who  have  not  been 
taught  the    fame  doctrines,  but  are  looking  upon 
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us,  may  query,  "  where  is  your  God  ?"  feeing, 
that  though  we  profefs  to  be  led  and  guided  by 
the  fpirit  of  truth,  our  fruits  differ  not  from 
theirs  \  but  the  crofs  is  removed  out  of  the  way.  As 
one  deviation  from  the  path  our  predeceflbrs  walk- 
ed in,  conformable  to  the  precepts  of  Chrift,  pain- 
fully affected  our  minds,  both  when  our  lot  was 
caft  amongft  you,  and  fince  \  we  feel  not  eafy 
without  renewedly  obferving,  that,  in  the  pro- 
mife  of  the  reftoration  to  Ifrael,  it  was  faid,  "  I 
will  turn  to  the  people  a  pure  language  5"  and 
knowing  that  this  gofpel  day  is  ftill  more  glorious 
than  that,,  if  we  did  but  live  in  the  light  thereof, 
which  would  clearly  difcover  to  us  the  corrupt 
fource  of  flattering  titles,  and  feeking  to  gratify 
the  vain  mind  of  man,  how  can  we,  without  £i~ 
crificing  the  principle  of  truth,  which  leads  and 
guides  into  all  truth,  give  up  that  pure  language  to 
which  our  forefathers  were  turned,  and  adopt  the 
unfound  words  of  You  to  a  {ingle  perfon  ;  and  call- 
ing the  days  of  the  week  and  months  by  the  hea- 
then names  ;  and  thofe,  our  mailers  and  miftreiTes, 
who  are  not  really  fo  \  forgetting  the  command  to 
call  no  man,  matter.  Is  not  this  returning  to  the 
night  of  apoftacy,  and  in  our  dealings  and  converfe 
with  men,  crucifying  afrefh  the  Son  of  God,  and 
putting  him  to  open  fhame,  by  thus  denying,  or 
refufing  to  bear  his  crofs  and  teftimony  to  the 
world  ? 

"  We  believe  there  is  a  number  amongft  you, 
who,  by  example,  have  been  trained  in  a  deviation 
from  our  holy  profeflion  ;  and  theie  we  tenderly 
addrefs,  and  exhort  to  feel  for  themielves  after 
the  influence  cf  that  holy  fpirit,  which  leads  its 
D   3  followers 
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followers  in  the  fame  path,  however  remote  from 
outward  help  their  fituations  in  life  may  be;  for  the 
peculiar  privilege  of  thefe  is,  they  need  not  that 
any  man  teach  them,  but  as  this  fame  divine 
anointing  teacheth  them  all  things.  Though  you 
may  have  but  few  to  ftrengthen  your  hands,  by 
their  example  and  fympathy  with  you  in  your  ho- 
neft  endeavours  to  break  down  the  partition  walls, 
which  the  enemy  has  raifed  to  prevent  your  ad- 
vancement to  the  perfect  day  of  God  •,  yet  be  not 
difmayed  in  your  labours  ;  but  remember  the  fer- 
vent zeal  of  our  predeceflbrs  in  the  truth ;  how 
they  endured  the  perfecutions  of  that  day,  and 
how,  with  unconquerable  fortitude  and  refignation 
to  the  Lord's  will,  they  fteadily  purfued  the  path 
of  true  felf-denial,  and  fought  the  good  fight  of 
f^ith.  And  if  we,  in  this,  day  of  deep  declenfion, 
look  to  the  Rock  of  our  ftrength,  we  cannot 
fail  to  find  that  it  is  a  day  which  calls  for  dili- 
gence ;  and  that  whatever  pointings  of  duty  we  are 
favoured  with,  our  prefervation  depends  upon  a 
faithfulnefs  thereto.  A nd  therefore,  beloved  friends, 
be  ye  engaged  to  fee  what  it  is  that  keeps  you  in  a 
ftate  of  weaknefs,  and  prevents  your  feeling  the 
ftrengthening  and  ccnfolating  influence  of  the  fpi- 
rrt  of  Chrift  ;  that  fo^  you  may  be  enabled  to  re- 
move the  impediment  out  of  the  way,  be  faithful 
to  the  Lord,  and  ftar.d  in  the  authority  of  his  truth; 
that  endeavouring  to  rule  your  own  houfes  well, 
and  to  have  your  children  in  fubjec"tion  with  all 
gravity,  you  may  know  his  baptizing  power  upon 
your  fpirits,  in  your  afiembling  together;  and  your 
fecret  proftration  and  fervent  breathings,  will  be  ac- 
ceptable to  his  holy  eye,  and  bleffed  by  his  bountiful 
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hand;  and  in  your  meetings  for  difcipline,  you  will 
likewife  be  feafoned  with  the  fait  of  the  covenant, 
and  by  your  honeft  endeavours  to  keep  the  camp 
clean  from  all  diforderly  walkers,  you  will  grow 
ftronger  and  ftronger,  and  your  minds  become  uni- 
ted together  in  the  bond  of  true  peace.  Thus, 
may  it  pleafe  the  Lord  to  operate  upon  your  fpirits, 
and  to  influence  the  youth  amongft  you  to  a  watch- 
ful attention  to  their  thoughts,  their  words,  and 
adtions  ;  that  being  preferved  from  mixing  with 
thofe,  who  would  draw  away  their  minds  from 
the  difcoveries  of  truth,  and  centre  them  in  the 
corrupt  language,  and  changeable  cuftoms  of  the 
world,  they  may  prefer  a  religious  awfulnefs  upon 
their  fpirits,  and  feek  for  that  pure  fear  of  the  Lord 
which  is  a  fountain  of  life,  prefer ving  from  the 
fnares  of  death,  and  fecuring  a  fafe  hiding-place  in 
the  day  of  trouble.  With  fatisfa&ion  we  acknow- 
ledge, that  we  felt,  whilft  with  you,  that  the  hand 
of  the  Lord  has  been  at  work  upon  the  minds  of 
the  youth,  and  that  fome  of  thefe  have  fubmittcd 
thereto  \  to  whom  our  fpirits  were,  and  are  led 
into  near  fympathy,  and  filled  with  an  earneft  deiire 
for  their  prefervation  and  progrefs  in  that  good 
work  which  is  begun  in  their  hearts.  Be  encou- 
raged, beloved  friends,  to  hold  on  your  way,  and 
more  fully  to  fubmit  your  necks  to  the  holy  yoke  ; 
that  thereby  you  may  be  made  willing  to  fufter  for 
the  cauie  of  truth  ;  and  though  you  may  not  have 
many  examples  and  helpers  in  the  Lord,  yet  being 
ed  to  dwell  near  the  Root  of  divine  life,  and 
feeking  for  itrength  therefrom,  you  will  feel  the 
progrefiive  difpenfation  of  the  heavenly  Viiitant, 
and  grow  in  ftature,  from  the  ftate  of  children,  to 
D  4  young 
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young  men  in  the  Lord  \  let  situations  be  what 
they  may,  and  outward  advantages  ever  fo  great, 
we  are  abundantly  convinced,  that  whoever  expe- 
rience an  inheritance  in  the  truth,  and  an  eftablifh- 
ment  therein,  muft  purchafe  it  for  themielves,  learn 
to  live  on  manna  of  their  own  gathering,  and  know 
from  whence  all  their  frefh  fprings  proceed.  And 
now,  dear  friends,  the  fervent  defire  of  our  fpirits 
is,  that  you  may  be  ftirred  up  to  a  renewed  fenfe 
of  the  declenfion  of  the  prefent  day,  and  under  it, 
be  engaged  to  feek  for  ftrength  to  ftablifh  you  in 
every  good  word  and  work  •,  that  being  clothed 
with  a  zeal  according  to  knowledge,  for  the  pro£ 
perity  of  Zion,  and  the  enlargement  of  her  borders, 
you  may  become  eftablifhed  as  a  city  fet  upon 
a  hill,  having  the  light  of  the  gofpel  day  upon 
your  dwellings. 

"  Bctifieldftde,    nth   month   nthy    1782." 


CHAP* 
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CHAP.       IIL 

Viftt  to  her  Hufband's  Relations  in  Ireland. — Jour- 
ney into  Norfolk,  cifr. — Viftt  to  the  Meetings  of 
Friends  in  Ireland. 

IN  the  nth  month  1782,  fhe  felt  an  inclination 
and  freedom  of  mind,  to  accompany  her  hui- 
band  into  Ireland,  on  a  vilit  to  their  relations.  The 
deeply  inftructive  exercifes  which  fhe  met  with  pre- 
vious to  her  landing  in  Ireland  ;  with  her  humble, 
watchful  ftate  of  mind  and  engagements  there,  may 
in  part  be  collected  from  the  following  letters, 
which,  except  the  mft,  me  wrote  in  that  land. 

"  This  place  (Holyhead)  is  uncomfortable 


to  ftay  at,  amongft  a  great  deal  of  company,  and  no 
woman  but  myfelf ;  and  though  it  is  made  eafier 
by  their  great  civility,  yet  the  journey  altogether  is 
an  awful  thing.  On  iurveying  my  inducements  for 
coming  and  impartially  examining  myfelf,  I  have  not 
yet  found  any  uneaiinefs,  though  I  am  low,  and  our 
prefent  fituation  is  a  trial  of  both  faith  and  patience. 
Indeed  the  many  rocks  and  fhoals  attending  us  in 
our  religious  and  civil  concerns  through  this  trying 
pilgrimage,  will,  I  apprehend,  ever  prove  a  trial  of 
thefe  \  and  therefore,  by  the  direction  of  the  Beit  of 
Pilots,  to  guard  againft  them,  and  to  itcer  wifely 
through  life,  is  the  work  of  our  day;  and  will 
open  moft  clearly  the  profpect  of  the  haven  of  du- 
rable reft." 


I  was  greatly  pleafed  when  we   got  to 
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Holyhead,  hoping  foon  to  be  in  Dublin,  and  dread- 
ing the  water  but  little.  Here  our  difappointments 
began.  We  went  out  to  fea  next  day,  were  toffed 
about  for  fourteen  hours,  and  I  then  returned 
extremely  ill  ->  fo  much  fo,  that  it  became  a  mat- 
ter of  doubt  to  my  hufband  whether  he  ihould 
not  have  to  bury  me  there.  I  thought  a3  foon  as 
my  head  was  laid  after  our  return,  that  I  per- 
ceived a  cup  bitterer  than  death  ;  for  that  death, 
except  on  R.  G.'s  account,  I  fhould  not  have  re- 
gretted, fo  fhaded  are  all  the  domeftick  enjoyments 
and  temporal  bleilings  of  life,  when,  abftracted 
from  them,  we  are  called  upon,  faithfully  and 
with  fmglenefs  of  heart,  to  do  the  will  of  our 
heavenly  Father.  To  have  a  meeting  at  Holyhead 
prefented  with  great  weight,  and  at  the  fame  time 
the  appearance  of  things  told  me  that,  on  various 
accounts,  (my  own  bodily  weaknefs  not  the  leaft)  it 
was  an  impoffibility.  I  was  afraid,  but  I  think  I 
was  not  rebellious.  In  the  depth  of  diftrefs,  I 
offered  myfelf  as  one  unable  to  anfwer  the  requir- 
ing, hoping  the  offering  would  be  accepted,  and 
that  fome  ram  would  be  caught  in  the  thicket  •, 
here  the  call  feemed  renewed  to  obedience,  and 
not  facriiice  ;  and  I  faw  that  if  any  thing  fhort  of 
the  demand  was  offered,  though  I  even  exerted 
myfelf  in  faithfulnefs  in  Ireland,  as  I  promifed  to 
do,  I  might  be  fuffered  to  fall  into  a  fnare,  and 
return  from  thence,  inltead  of  the  reward  of 
peace,  with  the  query,  Who  hath  required  this  at 
thy  hands  ?  Prefent  obedience,  and  fubfervience 
to  the  operation  of  truth  on  our  minds,  is  no 
doubt  what  will  prefcrve  us  on  this  fea  of  glafs 
led  with  fire ;    for   if  we  keep  with  the  life, 

and 
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and  move  therein,  it  will  keep  us  humble,  reduce 
our  confidence  in  the  fleih,  and  draw  us  down 
into  fuffering  with  it.  When  our  dwelling  is  as 
amongft  the  pots,  and  no  goodlinefs  remaineth  in 
us,  then  we  know  in  whom  is  eternal  help,  and 
the  travail  of  our  fpirits  is  for  ability  to  look  to- 
wards his  holy  habitation.  Our  firft  failing  was 
on  fourth  day,  and  by  iixth  day  I  was  got  ibme- 
thing  better,  when  the  captain,  and  a  great  num- 
ber cf  paffengers  were  difpofed  to  fail,  and  none 
of  them  more  fo  than  ourfelves,  if  the  wind 
would  take  us,  which,  according  to  the  feelings 
of  my  mind,  I  believed  would  not*,  but  I  have 
no  caufe  to  think  it  was  unacceptable  to  try  the 
fleece  again  -,  which  we  did,  and  after  getting  out 
of  the  harbour,  the  wind  turned  againft  us,  and 
grew  very  rough.  The  velTel  was  violently  toiTed, 
and  at  one  time  we  were  in  great  danger  of  foun- 
dering. I  lay  quietly  as  I  could,  beholding  the 
wonders  of  an  almighty  hand  concerning  us  \  and 
in  the  deeps,  both  fpiritually  and  temporally,  I 
felt  myfelf  a  Jonah,  when  the  people  were  crying, 
that  there  was  one  on  board  \  and  all  was  tremen- 
dous about  me.  The  danger  we  were  in  was  evi- 
dent, but  my  hope  never  failed  me ;  which  I 
efteemed  an  unfpeakable  favour,  and  which  led 
me  to  a  greater  willingnefs  than  I  had  before  felt, 
to  give  up  to  the  meeting,  or  any  thing  elfe  that 
wai  required.  We  were  out  this  time  but  about 
four  hours,  and  after  we  landed,  a  large  merchant 
fhip  was  wrecked  in  our  fight,  but  no  lives  loft. 
My  fituation  now  became  awful ;  there  feemed  no 
way  but  refignednefs  to  the  meeting,  and  that  I 
could  not  fee  w?.s  to  be  till  iirft  day.     My  hufband 
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I  perceived  was  afraid,  for  he  confidered  us  ac- 
countable for  whatever  the  caufe  fuffered  by  us, 
efpecially  as  there  never  was  a  meeting  there  before- 
On  firft  day  morning  we  were  tried  again,  for  the 
wind  being  fair,  we  prepared  for  failing,  and  when 
all  was  ready  for  going  on  board,  a  ftorm  came 
on,  and  the  captain  durft  not  venture  to  loofe 
the  fliip  in  the  harbour,  believing  that  if  he  did  it 
would  be  foon  wrecked.  We  then  returned  again, 
and  the  time  came  on  for  the  people  to  go  to  fome 
place  of  worihip  ;  when  finding  an  empty  houfe 
near  the  inn,  we  engaged  it,  and  felt  moft  eafy  to 
give  notice  to  but  a  few,  that  we  were  going  to 
lit  in  our  ufual  manner  to  worfhip,  and  that  if 
they,  or  any  others,  chofe  to  accompany  us,  we 
had  no  objection.  Before  we  got  to  the  place, 
many  were  there,  and  more  followed  ;  and  to 
our  humble  admiration,  divine  afliftance  was  near, 
and  wonderfully  helped  us  over  that  fitting.  At 
the  conclulion,  the  people  were  defirous  of  ano- 
ther in  the  evening,  which,  when  we  had  contl- 
dered  it,  we  confented  to  •,  and  if  I  may  venture 
to  fay,  it  was  crowned  with  good,  and  the  melt- 
ing operation  of  truth  appeared  to  be  experienced 
by  many  of  the  people,  who  behaved  with  great 
folidity.  The  next  evening  tide  fuited  for  our 
pafTage,  and  with  peaceful  minds  we  embarked, 
and  were  but  nine  hours  from  bay  to  bay.  Thus 
have  we  caufe  to  turn  back  to  this  page  of  our 
lives,  with  humble  gratitude  of  mind,  and  to  ac- 
knowledge that  a  iimple  pointing  of  duty,  and 
a  fimple  difcharge  thereof,  is  productive  of  folid 
fatisfaclion,  when,  on  the  other  hand,  no  exertion 
or  anxiety  of  our  own,   can   furnifh   us  with  one 

grain 
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grain  of  it,   nor  can  we,  by  taking  thought,   add 
one  cubit  to  our  feature  i" 

-"  Often,   very  often,   fince  I  faw  your 


faces,  has  my  mind  vifited  you  in  affectionate  near- 
nefs  ;  but  I  have  feldom  fell  greater  inability,  than 
fince  I  came  into  this  land,  thus  to  converfe  with 
mv  friends  •,  for  as  our  coming  was  fudden,  it  has 
occafioned  deep  fcarchings  of  heart,  for  prefervation, 
and  direction  how  to  move  in  the  line  of  wifdom. 

"  We  met  with  a  very  cordial  reception  in  Ire- 
land j  the  hofpitality  and  affection  of  our  friends 
were  not  unacceptable  to  a  poor  ftranger  like  me  -> 
neverthelefs  my  mind  has  not  feemed  at  liberty, 
as  I  could  have  wiihed,  to  enjoy  that  fociety  which 
is  gratifying  to  felf.  It  is  good  for  us  renewedly 
to  feel  ourfelves  not  our  own,  to  ftand  refigned 
to  the  divine  will,  and  to  know  it  to  be  our  meat 
and  drink  to  do  it.  Every  little  additional  expe- 
rience tends  to  convince  us,  that  herein  coniifts 
our  moft  folid  and  permanent  fatisfaction  5  and 
were  our  difpofition  of  refiftance  to  the  painful 
preparation  for  devotednefs  removed,  we  mould 
more  often  have  feelingly  to  acknowledge,  that 
with  the  divine  blefiings,  there  is  added  no  for- 
row  ;  but  we  make  forrows  for  ourfelves,  we  add 
that  which  our  gracious  Benefactor  hath  not  in 
ftore  for  us.  A  path  exempt  from  trials  is  what 
I  have  no  right  to  expect,  and  what  I  hope  I  am 
learning  not  to  defire.  A  patient  fubmiilion  to 
every  divine  difpenfation,  is  what  I  wifh  for  an 
increafe  of-,  that  fo,  the  mingled  cup  of  life  may 
prove  a  profitable  draught,   and  imprefs  me,  more 

and 
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and  more,  with  an  humble  fenfe  of  the  multiplied 
bleflings  beftowed  upon  me  :  for  by  this  means  I 
believe  we  fhall  increafe  in  knowledge  how  to 
move  and  conduct  ourfelves,  amidft  the  various 
temptations,  befetments,  and  crofs  occurrences, 
incident  to  this  probationary  ftate. 

"  We  went  pretty  directly  from  Dublin  for  Clon- 
mel,  after  the  half-year's  meeting,  and  fpent  two 
days  very  much  to  my  inftruclion,  at  Ballitore, 
We  ftaid  about  ten  days  amongft  our  relations, 
who  are  valuable  and  kind,  and  then  went  for 
Carlow  quarterly  meeting,  where  were  Robert 
Valentine  and  his  companion,  &c.  I  think,  upon 
the  whole,  it  was  a  very  favoured  gathering,  though 
here,  as  in  our  land,  the  world  and  its  fpirit  has 
made  great  devastation  and  fcattering  amongft  the 
gathered  tribes." 

"  We  look  with  a  degree  of  fatisfaction 

at  our  return.  A  little  reft  to  body  and  mind  will 
be  truly  acceptable,  as  our  vifit  to  our  relations 
feems  now  completed.  Our  paflage  through  this 
land  has  been  encumbered  with  many  thorns,  and 
attended  with  many  trials  unforefeen  by  us.  It  is 
a  day  of  deep  humiliation,  and  it  lbmetimes  looks 
as  if  our  judgment  was  taken  away.  I  want  not 
to  make  complaints  •,  I  wifh  rather  to  profit  by 
what  I  have  fuffered,  and  reap  inftruclion  from 
every  renewed  difpenfation  of  infinite  kindnefs  ; 
feeling  myfelf  unworthy  of  the  leaft  of  His  bene- 
fits, and  that,  without  His  peculiar  care,  I  fhall 
be  overwhelmed,  and  warped  afide  from  the  Stabi- 
lity of  the  truth  :    but  by  being  baptized  into  a 

deep 
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deep  fenfe  of  my  own  weaknefs  and  frailty,  I  have 
been  led  to  acknowledge,  that  even  the  bitter 
things  are  fweet  •,  feeing,  that  in  infinite  wifdom, 
they  are  ordered  for  the  ilrengthening  of  our 
fpiritual  appetite,  and  bringing  down  that  part  in 
us  which  is  at  enmity  with  the  crois,  and  loves  not 
its  government  in  the  mind." 


Her  home  for  feveral  years  after  her  marriage, 
was  at  Fofton,  a  village  ten  miles  from  York. 
This  was  to  her  a  comfortable  retirement,  when 
not  engaged  abroad  in  the  fervice  of  truth.  But 
though  gratifying  to  nature,  and  a  defirable  refting 
place,  her  concern  for  the  advancement  of  her 
great  Mafter's  caufe,  which  was  her  mcft  defirecj 
meat  and  drink,  often  called  her  from  this  abode, 
fo  that  fhe  feldom  refided  there  for  a  month  to- 
gether. It  appeared,  indeed,  that  flie  was  un- 
wearied in  promoting  the  caufe  of  truth  and 
righteoufnefs,  and  willing  to  fpend  and  be  fpent 
for  the  great  Name's  fake. 

In  the  fpring  of  the  year  1784,  fhe  appears  to 
have  been  engaged  in  a  vifit  to  the  meetings  and 
fome  families  of  friends,  in  Norfolk,  and  to  divers 
other  meetings,  as  fhe  proceeded  to  the  yearly 
meeting  at  London.  Of  this  religious  engagement, 
no  regular  accounts  of  her  own,  have  been  dis- 
covered ;  the  following  are  the  material  parts  of  all 
that  have  been  collected  from  her  letters. 

"  We  had  nine  meetings  laft  week,   at 

eight  different  places,  befides  private  opportunities 

in 
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in  families,  which  we  durft  not  avoid  5  finding 
the  declenfion  to  be  Co  great  in  aimoft  every  one, 
where  we  have  come,  and  fo  few  who  feem  to 
know  it,  that  we  are  ready  to  fay,  For  Zion's  fake 
we  cannot  reft  nor  hold  our  peace,  till  at  leaft 
they  are  informed  of  their  ftate." "  We  at- 
tended their  week  day  meeting  at  this  place,  with 
which  we  were  well  fatisfied,  it  being  a  time  of 
much  inftru&ion,  however  to  my  mind  ;  finding 
by  a  degree  of  living  experience,  that  there  is  in- 
deed a  Minifter  of  minlfters,  on  whom  we  have 
great  caufe  to  wait  to  be  instructed  ourfelves,  in 
our  private,  as  well  as  publick  duty  ;  that,  in  all 
things,  we  may  approve  ourfelves  obedient  fervants, 
and  good  examples  to  the  flock.  It  was  my  lot  to 
fit  in  filence,  viewing  the  great  and  aimoft  gene- 
ral infenfibility  to  true  religion." 


"  We  have  not  only  travelled  hard,   but 

found  much  work  at  places  where  we  have  come, 
finding  it  rather  more  than  ufual  in  the  line  of 
our  duty,  to  bear  a  teftimony,  not  only  to  the 
truth,  but  againft  the  numerous  evils  and  incon- 
fiftencies,  which  have  generally  overfpread  the 
profeflbrs  in  thefe  parts  ;  and  as  our  peace  much 
depends,  in  our  pafling  along,  in  being  honeft, 
and  fpeaking  the  truth  without  parables,  we  have 
been  enabled,  pretty  tolerably,  to  difcharge  our 
duty,  and  to  /hew  them  how  far  they  are  from 
what  they  pretend  to  be  •,  though  it  is  hard  work, 
and  we  find  that  the  more  abundantly  we  manifeft 
our  love  in  this  way,  the  lefs  we  are  loved  by  ma- 
ny who  have  been  ufed  to  fmooth  things,  and  have 
fought  to  make  the  truth  conform  to  them,  inftead 

of 
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of  this  conduct  being  brought  to,  and  regulated  by 
the  truth.  So  that  indeed  many  are  blind  in  er- 
ror, and  thofe  that  fee,  will  not  exert  themfelves 
to  fearch  their  own  houfes,  and  remove  the  incon- 
fiftencies  that  are  in  them.  A  mournful  profpeft 
appears  in  thefe,  as  well  as  many  other  parts  -,  no 
likelihood  of  a  fucceffion  in  the  truth,  and  even 
the  prelent  ftandard-bearers  ready  to  faint.  Un- 
der thefe  impreflions,  we  feek  not  great  things 
for  ourfelves,  but  rather  are  difpofed  to  confider  it 
a  favour,  (great  enough  for  us  to  expect)  if  we 
have  our  lives  for  a  prey,  from  one  place  to 
another. 

"  "We  have  little  expectation,  that  in  any  fit- 
tings, our  minds  will  get  above  the  fpirits  of  this 
people  ;  and  till  that  ftrength  arifes  which  puts  the 
armies  of  aliens  to  flight,  I  truft  our  lips  will  be 
fealed,  and  we  content  therewith  •,  for  indeed,  it 
is  not  an  eafy  tafk  to  minifter  to  this  degenerate 
age,  who  think  they  know  all  things,  and,  like  the 
magicians  in  Egypt,  can  account  for  all  the  works 
of  the  divine  hand  :  but  what  a  favour  it  is,  that 
there  is  ftill  extended  to  us  as  a  people,  that  power 
which  confounds  the  wifdom  of  thefe  3  and  brings 
to  nought  their  great  underftanding." 

"  We  have  been  much  engaged  the  few- 
days  we  have  ftaid  at  Norwich.  It  has  been  to  our 
minds  a  fuffering  time,  during  our  ftay  in  that 
place  ;  but  though  we  have  mourned,  and  perhaps 
rather  murmured  at  times,  yet  we  have  great  caufe 
to  be  thankful  for  the  help  wherewith,  in  infinite 
kindnefs,  we  have  been  helped.       It    is    a  day   of 

great 
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great  difcouragement,  and  I  think  I  was  never 
more  ready  to  lay  down  my  armour,  than  in  filence 
this  day  at  meeting.  The  fituation  of  mind  I  was 
in,  I  found  tended  to  humble  and  reduce  the  crea- 
ture \  and  as  my  foul  was  hungry,  even  the  bitter 
food  I  partook  of,  became  fweet,  and  I  faw  the 
profit  of  thefe  feafons." 

"  We  left  Norwich  on  feventh  day,  were 


at  Yarmouth  on  flrft,  Pakefield  on  fecond,  Becles 
on  third,  Leifton  fourth,  and  Woodbridge  to-day, 
where,  as  at  fome  other  places,  we  fat  in  mourn- 
ful, but  I  truft  instructive  filence.  What  falls  3t 
times  to  our  lots  in  meetings,  and  fometimes  in 
converfations  out  of  them,  feems  much  like  pulling 
down  old  houfes,  and  we  are  often  afraid  of  being 
choked  in  the  duft  5  for  indeed  moft  of  the  build- 
ings we  fee  are  painfully  fuperficial,  and  our  little 
labour  has  been  deeply  diftreffing  ;  fo  that  the  lan- 
guage of  my  heart  often  is,  "  Who  hath  believed 
our  report  ?"  but  I  am  thankful  in  feeling  the 
burden  decreasing,  as  our  work  feems  clofing." 


In  the  year  following  fhe  felt  a  religious  concern 
to  join  her  friend  Rebecca  Jones,  on  a  vifit  to  the 
meetings  of  friends  in  Ireland,  &c.  and  having  laid 
the  fame  before  the  monthly  meeting,  with  the  ap- 
probation thereof,  and  the  concurrence  of  the 
quarterly  meeting,  fhe  fet  forward  on  this  journey 
in  the  7th  month,  1785.  Of  this  vifit  there  is  pre- 
ferved  a  fhort  journal  written  by  herfelf,  which 
is  as  follows. 
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"  I  left  home  the  13th  of  7th  month  1785, 
and  ipent  two  nights  at  York,  in  order  to  allow  a 
comfortable  opportunity  of  taking  a  folid  and 
affectionate  leave  of  my  connections  there  ;  and  on 
the  15th,  went  with  my  hufband  to  Bradford, 
where,  next  day  I  parted  with  him,  he  returning 
to  York,  and  I  proceeding  with  my  coufin  W.  M. 
(who  was  to  accompany  me  to  Ireland)  for  Man- 
chester. 

"  We  ftaid  there  the  next  day,  being  the  firft 
of  the  week,  and  I  was  at  both  their  meetings  ; 
which  favoured  to  my  mind  of  that  righteoufneis 
and  wifdom  of  man,  which  never  can  work  the 
right eoufnefs  of  God  nor  favour  the  things  that; 
pertain  to   His   kingdom. 

"  But  there  is  a  precious  fuffering  feed  in  that 
place,  to  which  my  fpirit  was  renewedly  united  in 
the  covenant  of  light  and  life.  On  fecond  day  we 
went,  with  many  friends,  down  the  water  to  War- 
rington, where,  on  the  19th  was  held  their  month- 
ly meeting,  which  I  felt  moft  eafy  to  attend,  though 
I  might  thereby  mifs  an  opportunity  of  croffing  the 
water,  fo  early  as  I  otherwife  might  choofe  ;  and  I 
was  comfortably  fatisfied  with  this  little  dedication 
by  the  way.  I  went  that  evening  to  Liverpool,  and 
waited  till  6th  day  for  a  fuitable  wind  for  failing. 
During  this  time,  was  their  week  day  meeting  and 
my  fpirit  was  there  deeply  exercifed,  on  account  of 
fome  who  were  fubftituting  their  own  righteoufnefs 
for  the  righteoufnefs  of  God,  which  is  inherited  in 
pure  faith,  in  the  virtue  and  power  of  that  creative 
Word,  by  which  all  things  were  made,  that  were 

made 
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made  in  the  spiritual  creation,  and  by  which, 
through  the  reduction  of  the  natural  will  and  wif- 
dom  of  men,  they  can  no  more  worlhip  the  work 
of  their  own  hands  :  and  in  the  ftrength  with 
which  my  fpirit  was  renewedly  fupplied,  I  attempted 
to  exprefs  fomewhat  on  this  fubject,  for  which  I 
felt  peace.  We  next  day  embarked  for  Dublin,  in 
the  Hawke  packet,  and  had  a  very  tedious  and  dif- 
treffing  voyage,  being  uncomfortably  detained,  in 
part  for  want  of  wind,  and  in  part  by  its  being 
contrary  •,  the  latter  occafioning  us  to  put  into  the 
Ifle  of  Man,  where  we  ftaid  two  nights,  and  found 
a  very  courteous  and  hofpitable  reception  from  the 
inhabitants.  My  mind  was  attached  to  them,  in 
the  fecret  effufion  of  gofpel  love,  but  feeling  abund- 
ant weaknefs  in  myfelf,  and  wanting  that  united 
exercife  which  is  received  by  fellow  labourers,  I 
did  not  perceive  it  to  be  my  wo  if  I  preached  not 
the  gofpel ;  and  therefore,  in  an  humble  truft  that 
the  great  Shepherd  of  Ifrael  would  fend  more  fuit- 
able  fervants  for  that  work  in  that  ifle,  and  not  put 
my  omiflion  in  the  balance  againft  me,  I  embarked 
again  with  the  reft  of  our  company,  fave  one,  whom 
we  left  dead  on  the  ifland.  Being  out  longer  than 
we  expected,  by  two  days,  our  proviiions  were 
exhaufted  •,  and  though  through  divine  protection 
we  did  not  fuffer  much  from  want,  yet  it  was  a 
favour  gratefully  to  be  commemorated,  that  we 
were  enabled  through  fome  difficulty  to  land  when 
we  did  ;  which,  with  the  instruction  conveyed  to 
my  mind,  under  deep  difcouragernent,  and  clofe 
fearching  of  heart,  when  all  human  confolations 
flood  afar  off,  afforded  humble  caufe  to  believe, 
that    this   trying   difpenfation   was    intended  as   a 

neceflary 
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neceflary  baptifm  of  my  fpirit  into  the  fervice  before 
me.*      On  our  landing,   I  foon  met  with  our  ho- 
nourable 
*  A  more  particular  account  of  this   voyage,  with  fe- 
reral  additional  inftruclive  remarks,  are  contained  in  the 

following  felections  from  her  letters. j "  It  is  very 

unexpected  to  me  to  write  from  this  port ;  but  fo  little  do 
we  know  what,  in  the  courfe  of  divine  wifdom,  (hall  fall 
to  our  lot,  that  every  increafe  of  experience  convinces  us, 
there  is  no  fafer  or  eafier  fituation  of  mind,  than  a  daily 
dependance  on,  and  quiet  relignation  to,  Him  who  knows 
what  is  heft  for  us,  and  what  will  tend  moft  to  His  own 
honour.  We  failed  la  ft  fixth  day  from  Liverpool,  having 
got  there  on  third,  but  the  wind  not  being  very  fair  when 
we  fet  put,  and  turning  more  againft  us  afterwards,  occafi- 
oned  a  troublefome  and  wearifome  pafTage  thus  far,  not 
only  by  contrary  winds,  and  fevere  ficknefs,  but  by  the  al- 
moft  intolerable  ftench  and  fufFocating  clofenefs  of  our 
cabin  and  lodgings,  and  the  continual  wicked,  obfcene, 
converfation  of  our  palTengers,  who  are  feventy  in  number. 
Sometimes,  I  was  afraid  it  would  overcome  me,  both  in 
body  and  mind  ;  when  recalling  to  my  remembrance  the 
poor  Negroes  (who,  added  to  what  I  have  mentioned,  in 
a  far  worfe  degree,  are  chained  together,  under  the  load  of 
that  anguilh  naturally  attendant  on  a  forced  feparation 
from  the  neareft  connections  in  life,  and  with  the  profpect 
of  perpetual  bondage  under  cruel  tafkmafters)  my  fmall 
trials  in  this  line,  and  indeed  in  every  other,  dimin- 
ished in  my  view ;  and  the  multitude  of  blelTings,  in  infi- 
nite mercy,  (howered  down,  fo  crouded  in  their  place,  that 
at  times,  inftead  of  repining,  I  faw  abundant  caufe  to  in- 
quire, "  what  am  I,  that  thou  art  thus  mindful  of  me,  and 
what  (hall  I  render  unto  thee  ?"  We  put  in  at  the  Ifle  of 
Man,  and  were  hofpitably  received  by  the  inhabitants, 
whofe  engaging  ilmplicity,  and  religious  zeal,  have  attach- 
ed my  mind  to  them.  1  am  fincerely  deiirous  that  if  I 
do  nothing  for  the  truth,  I  may  do  nothing  againft  it ;  and 
when  1  look  thus,  I  feel  a  comfortable  belief,  that  even 
this  care  dial  I  tend  to  the  furtherance  of  the  gofpel,  and 
that  it  will  forr.cwhat  open  the  way  for  future  fervice  in 
this  place  ;  for  if  the  fenfe  that  attends  my  mind  be  right, 
when  the  feet  of  the  meflTengers  are  more  eminently  turned 
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nourable  friend  Samuel  Emlen,  whofe  animating 
company  and  fatherly  kindnefs,  greatly  revived  me, 

and 
into  the  way  of  the  Gentiles,  to  Pul  and  Lud,  &c.  and 
to  the  Ifles  afar  off,  this  little  place  will  not  be  forgot, 
but  offerings  will  be  brought  here  to  the  mountain  of  the 
Lord's  holinefs,  and  His  glory  (hall  break  forth." 

"  I  am  fafe  arrived  in  this  land,  and  have  humbly 

to  commemorate  divine  protection,  and  fecret  fupporting 
goodnefs  in  my  paiTage  hither.  The  ways  of  the  Moft 
High  remain  to  be  ways  of  wonders,  and  his  acts  are  pad 
finding  out ;  neverthelefs,  he  (till  revealeth  fecrets,  as  he 
did  unto  Abraham,  when  a  degree  of  the  fame  faithfulnefs 
is,  through  His  humbling  power,  attained  to  ;  and  with- 
out it,  how  little  do  we  know,  even  when  we  think  we 
know  moil  ?  Never  did  I  fo  fenfibly  enjoy  the  bofom  of 
the  church,  which,  I  may  humbly  acknowledge,  was  cor- 
dial to  receive  me  ;  but  how  much  more  excellent  is  that 
pure  faith,  which  reveals  itfelf  when  all  human  confolations 
ftand  afar  off,  and  by  centring  our  fpirits  therein,  won- 
derfully convinces  us,  that  it  is  the  "  fubftance  of  things 
hoped  for,  the  evidence  of  things  not  feen." 

"  I  feel  myfelf  much  recovered  from  fatigue,  and 

have  gratefully  to  commemorate  divine  protection,  and 
fecret  fuftaining  help,  when  the  feeble  efforts  of  bodily 
ftrength  and  natural  fortitude,  feemed  unequal  to  render 
me  that  fupport,  which  one  grain  of  living  faith  affords. 
Oh  !  what  abundant  reafon  we  have,  not  to  truft  in  our- 
felves,  but  in  Him  who  died  for  us,  to  whofe  death,  if 
we  are  not  conformable,  we  cannot  fully  experience  the 
prevailing  power  of  eternal  life." 

"  1  truft  the  probation  my  fpirit  experienced 

in  our  paffage  here,  will  not  prove  altogether  an  unprofit- 
able difpenfation,  on  entering  a  fervice,  the  right  perform- 
ance whereof  depends  on  our  being  baptized  enough,  and 
weaned  enough ;  fo  that  whatever  is  brought  forth  may  be  of 
the  new  creation,  unconnected  with  all  old  heavens,  and  old 
earth.  And  indeed  I  may  fay  that,  before  I  left  home, 
though  my  mind  was  much  dripped  and  tried,  I  often 
fufpecled  whether  I  had  fully  partaken  of  the  neceifary 
cup  of  fuffering,  preparatory  to  fuch  an  undertaking  as 
the  prefent ;  and  believed  I  fhould  have  a  trying  baptifm  to 
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and  helped  me  to  leave  the  things  that  are  behind, 
and  to  prefs  forward  in  profpec~r.  to  a  degree  of 
humble  dedication  to  the  renewed  pointings  of  duty. 
My  beloved  friend  R.  J.  with  G.  Dillwyn  and  wife, 
having  performed  a  family  vifit  to  friends  in  Dub- 
lin, were  gone  to  Ballitore,  where  they  found  a 
fimilar  engagement  to  that  in  which  they  had  been 
employed  •,  and  when  I  reached  them,  they  had 
nearly  finifhed,  and  were  almoft  ready  to  proceed. 
In  a  few  days  we  accordingly  fet  forward  together, 
viz.  G.  D.  R.  J.  and  myfelf 5  our  profpects  com- 
fortably correfponding  one  with  another,  we  cheer- 
fully concurred  therewith,  to  travel  in  company. 
On  the  4th  day  following  we  went  to  Chriftians 
Town,  and  in  the  evening  vifited  a  family  of  young 
people,  one  of  whom  was  in  a  declining  ftate  of 
health  ;  to  whom,  with  the  reft,  inftruction  and 
encouragement  were  handed,  to  prefer  the  hum- 
bling difpcnfations  of  infinite  wifdom,  to  all  tempo- 
ral gratifications.  We  then  returned  to  our  lodg- 
ings, and  fat  with  the  family  ;  where  my  beloved 
companion  was  enabled,  in  awful  fupplication,  to 
breathe  for  continued  fupport,  and  prefer vation  in 
the  path  of  obedience  ;  which  comfortably  cement- 
ed our  fpirits  together.  Next  day  we  went  to  Ra- 
thangan,  where  we  had  to  travail  for  the  arifings  of 
pure  life,  under  the  difcouraging  apprehenfion  of 
its  being  very  low  in  that  place  ;  but  infinite  kind- 
nefs  vouchfafed  to  own  the  deep  exercife,  and  gra- 
cioufly  fent  forth  His  light  and  truth,  whereby  the 

way 

pafs  through  before  I  entered  upon  it ;  though  I  now  have 

no   doubt   but   my  movings    this   way,   were  in  the  rigl  t 

time.     It  is  an  unfpeakabb  bleiUng  to  meet  with  the  cruci- 

power  of  truth  by  the  way;    and  the  defire  of  my 

:  often  is,  to  be  more  and  more  in  love  therewith." 
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way  to  his  holy  hill  was  opened  in  the  demonitra- 
tion  of  the  fpirit  and  power,  and  the  meeting  end- 
ed under  an  humbling  commemoration  of  his  good- 
nefs.  In  the  evening  we  went  to  New  Park,  and 
next  morning  to  the  meeting  at  Timahoa,  which 
was  fmall,  and  the  publick  fervice  rather  laborious, 
becaufe  of  the  unfitnefs  of  many  of  the  profeflbrs 
to  receive  fpiritual  things.  In  the  afternoon  we 
went  to  Profperous,  a  new  fettled  town  where  there 
are  no  members  of  our  religious  fociety.  We  had  a 
meeting  there  much  to  the  fatisfaction  of  vifitors  and 
vifited  ;  the  people  behaved  well,  and  we  had  reafon 
to  believe,  by  the  ownings  of  truth,  that  there  is  a 
precious  feed  there.  We  went  to  New  Park  again 
to  lodge,  and  in  the  morning  fat  with  the  family 
and  others  then  prefent,  and  fome  profitable  coun- 
fel  opened.  From  thence  we  went  to  Edenderry  ; 
and  next  day,  being  the  iirfh  of  the  week,  we  ftaid, 
and  were  at  their  own  meeting,  their  prepara- 
tive meeting,  a  publick  meeting  in  the  afternoon, 
and  in  the  evening  fat  with  their  minifters  and 
elders  ;  at  all  which,  merciful  help  was  near  in  the 
needful  time,  and  enabled  to  difcharge  our  feveral 
duties  in  Simplicity,  for  which  the  reward  of  peace 
and  quietude  was  not  withheld.  On  fecond  day 
the  8th  of  8th  month,  we  came  to  Oldcaftle, 
and  were  at  their  meeting  next  day,  where  many 
people  not  of  our  fociety  attended  ;  amongft  whom 
there  was  opennefs  to  labour.  After  meeting  we 
ftaid  with  thofe  few  in  profeffion  with  us,  when 
their  low  eftate  was  felt,  fympathized  with,  and 
counfel  flowed  thereto. 

On  4th  day  we  went  to  Cootehill,  where  are  very 

few 
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few  friends  •,  they  are  in  a  poor  (nattered  foliation 
as  to  the  life  of  religion,  and  fcarce  able  to  keep  up 
their  meetings.  Many  of  the  town's  people  came 
to  the  meeting,  and  it  was  a  folid  favoured  oppor- 
tunity •,  and  a  comfortable  belief  attended  our  minds 
that  there  is  a  precious  feed  in  that  place  ;  but 
the  profeffors  of  truth  are  (tumbling  blocks.  We 
fat  down  with  them  fclecl  at  the  conclufion  of  the 
meeting,  and  found  it  exercifmg  work  to  vifit  the 
feed  in  them,  but  were  enabled  honeftly  to  dis- 
charge our  feveral  duties.*  From  thence  we 
went  to  Caftlefhane,  a  place  very  like  Cootehili ; 
and  in  the  evening  after  the  meeting  there,  reach- 
ed Grange,  near  Charlemount,  and  lodged  at  the 

hotrfe    of a  vifited  young  man,  who,   with 

two  others  in  his  family,  afford  a  comfortable  prof- 
peer,  of  a  revival  of  ancient  fimplicity,  and  right  zeal 
in  that  place.  Our  fpirits  were  nearly  united  to 
them,  and  the  ftreams  of  encouraging  counfel  flow- 
ed freely  for  their  refrefhment  and  ftrength.  We 
were  at  their  meeting  next  day,  being  the  fir  ft  of 
the  week,  which  was  a  Suffering  time  ;  and  in  the 
evening,  had  a  very  large  and  fatisfaftory  meeting 
of  the  country  people  not  in  profeffion  with  us, 
who  behaved  well,  and  in  many  of  whom  the  wit- 
nefs  of  truth  was  raifed.  Next  day  we  proceeded 
to  go  round  Lough-Neagh  by  taking  Toberhead, 
E  Colerain, 

*  In  a  letter  dated  the  next  day,  Hie  writes  :  "  Through 
divine  fupport,  mercifully  vouchsafed  from  day  to  day,  we 
have  been  enabled  to  difcharge  the  millions  committed, 
fo  as  to  leave  each  place  with  a  good  degree  of  peace. 
Indeed  it  is  a  relieving  confideration,  under  the  difcou- 
ragements  that  poor  travellers  often  meet  with,  that  the 
work,  is  not  ours,  and  that  an  inftrument  has  only  to  be 
paflive  in  the  hand  of  him  that  ufeth  it,  leaving  its  profpe- 
rity,  and  the  honour  of  the  caufe,  to  the  all-fi:  : 
the  divine  arm,  which  cao  work  with  us  or  \\\. 
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Colerain,  Eallynacree,  Ballimena,  Grange,  and  An- 
trim ;  at  all  which  places,  we  had  deeply  to  lament 
the  low  declined  ftate  of  the  profeffors  of  truth, 
not  only  as  to  numbers,  but  in  a  departure  from  the 
precious,  preferring,  principle  of  light  and  life; 
whereby  the  living  members  of  the  church  are  kept 
in  their  lots  and  enabled  to  ftand  with  firmnef  s,  as  a 
city  fet  on  a  hill,  to  the  praife  of  His  grace  who 
hath  called  them  out  of  the  world,  into  His  mar- 
vellous light.  The  country  people  coming  in  at 
the  aforefaid  places,  tended  to  the  more  free  circu- 
lation of  life,  wherein  the  fpring  of  gofpel  miniftry 
-was  fometimes  opened  4  but  it  was  my  lot  to  pafs 
along  in  gloomy  fuffering,  and,  at  times,  inftructive 
filence.  After  meeting  at  Antrim,  the  21ft  of  8th 
month,  being  met  by  a  friend  and  his  wife,  we  re- 
turned home  with  them,  and  refted  next  day  ;  on 
the  evening  of  which  my  dear  hufband  came  to  us 
from  England,  and  after  flaying  in  the  neighbour- 
hood where  we  were,  and  falling  in  at  divers  meet- 
ings for  difcipline  with  us,  lie  went  to  Clonmel,  and 
ftaid  till  we  came  near  that  place  before  we  faw  him 
a^ain.  On  the  23d  we  went  to  Newtown,  and  next 
day  had  a  meeting  with  the  few  friends  there.  The 
knowledge  and  virtue  of  true  religion  feemed  very 
low  amongft  them,  and  it  was  hard  work,  by  deep 
and  fecret  exercife,  to  minifter  to  the  pure  life. 
From  hence  we  returned  to  Lifburn,  and  attended 
their  monthly  meeting,  wherein  a  little  flrength 
feemed  given  me  for  fome  pubiick  labour  ;  but  my 
dear  companions  were  filently  baptized  under  a 
concern  to  viiit  the  families  of  friends  in  that  place, 
though  the  time  did  not  appear  to  be  then  eome. 
After  being  at  Hillfborough,  Lurgan,  Ballyhagan, 
Moyallen,  and  Ballinderry  meetings,  we  returned  ta 

Lifburn, 
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Lifourn,  and  in  about  a  week  performed  the  fer- 
vice  ;  the  Minifter  of  minifters  being  near  to  hand 
forth  in  the  needful  time  (often  after  long  (urFering 
filence)  fuitable  initru<ftion  and  confolation  to  the 
viiited.  Great  indifference  and  infeniibility,  as  to 
the  knowledge  of  the  Lord's  dealings  with  His  peo- 
ple, prevail  in  that  place,  though  a  little  tried  rem- 
nant dwell  amongft  them.*  At  the  clofe  of  this 
vifit,  came  on  the  quarterly  meeting  at  Ballinderry 
for  the  province  of  Ulfter,  which  was  rather  a  low 
fuffering  time.  Here  we  met  with  our  friend  Za- 
chariah  Dicks  from  North  Carolina,  who  was  come 
over  on  a  religious  yifit  to  this  land,  and  who  was 

in  fome  expectation   of  our  companion  G.  D 

joining  him  ;  but  not  feeling  releafed  one  from 
another  in  the  fervice  wherein  we  were  joined,  it 
was  judged  moft  prudent  to  wait  for  the  openings 
of  truth,  as  much  in  our  feparation,  as  we  had 
endeavoured  to  attend  to  them  in  joining.  We  left 
E    2  this 

*  The  following  is  extracted  from  a  letter  bearing  date 
the  1  ft  of  9th  month,  1785.  "  Such  is  the  ftate  of  our 
fociety  in  thefe  parts,  as  well  as  in  divers  places  in  our 
land,  that  it  is  hard  dragging  along  for  poor  travellers  : 
the  prevailing  death  is  ready  to  fwailow  them  up,  and  fo 
put  a  flop  to  all  circulation  of  life.  Well !  drooping  as 
our  fpirits  often  are,  we  have  no  where  elfe  to  go  but  to 
the  fountain,  which  is,  at  times,  when  faith  and  patience 
are  at  the  lowed  ebb,  unexpectedly  opened  for  our  lenewed 
refremment,  and  encouragement  to  trufl  a  little  longer. 
Here  are,  notwithftanding,  in  the  North  of  this  nation 
where  we  have  been,  a  few  beautiful  plants  amotfgft  the 
young  and  younger  men,  whofe  roots  arc,  1  trull,  deep, 
ening  in  the  heavenly  foil  ;  but  in  the  profped  of  their 
futuie  trials,  if  they  are  faithful,  I  am  almoft  ready  to 
tremble,  there  is  fuch  a  hoft  of  oppofmon  for  them  to 
prefs  through,  in  reviving  the  purr,  of  the  gofj  •:!.  V.'c 
are  nearly  united  to  them,  and  to  find  them  was  like 
ing  with  near  kindred. 
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this  province  pretty  directly  after  the  quarterly 
meeting,  and  fet  off*  towards  Dublin,  taking  Rath- 
friland  meeting  in  our  way,  to  which  many  town's 
people  came,  and  it  was  a  large  and  favoured  meet- 
ing. We  reached  Dublin  the  15th  of  9th  month, 
where  we  ftaid  near  a  week,  and  fat  feveral  meet- 
ings, under  great  oppreffion  and  difcouragement  of 
mind,  and  without  much  relief  faw  an  opening 
to  leave  the  place  and  go  to  Timahoe.  Here  we 
vifited  their  families  and  had  peace  therein.  From 
thence  we  fet  off  for  Edenderry  ;  and  going  by  way 
of  Rathangan,  an  opening  which  had  been  put  by 
when  we  were  there  before,  of  having  a  publick 
meeting  amongft  the  town's  people,  prefented  again; 
and  we  had  caufe  to  admire,  how  providentially  we 
were  caft  in  the  way  of  performing  fuch  pointings 
of  duty,  as  had  been,  more  from  diffidence  than  a 
rebellious  mind,  pafled  over.  Here  we  ftaid  over 
firft  day,  and  had  a  large  crowded  meeting  in  the 
evening,  which  was  confiderably  difturbed  by  fome 
rude  people  in  liquor,  but  divers  were  very  folid, 
and  it  ended  well.  From  Rathangan  we  purfued 
our  journey  to  Edenderry,  Tullamore,  Moat,  Bal- 
limurry,  Birr,*  Killconnenmore,  and  Rofcrea  •,  in 
all  which  a  degree  of  painful  exercife  was  our  lot, 
under  the  feeling  fenfe  of  the  general  departure 
of  the  profeflbrs  of  truth,  from  that  ancient, 
righteous  zeal  and  primitive  Simplicity,  which  the 

people 

*  From  this  place,  (he  writes  as  follows  :  "  Gloomy  is 
the  profpect  that  opens  in  many  places,  and  yet,  by  getting 
low  enough,  we  ibmetimes  find  to  our  refrefhment,  thai 
there  is  in  mo  ft  places,  a  hidden  fuffering  feed,  with  which 
we  have  fympathized,  and  in  the  extendings  of  renewed 
frrength,  been  led  to  vifit,  though  it  is  but  little  known  or 
valued  by  the  eafy  carnally  minded  profeflbrs  ;  and  I  have 
fometimes  thought,  that  if  our  coming  anfwers  no  other 
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people  of  God  who  walked  faithfully  before  Him, 
were,  in  all  ages,  confpicuous  for.  But  He  who 
never  faid  to  the  wreftling  feed  of  Jacob,  "  feek  ye 
my  face  in  vain,"  gracioufly  condefcended  to  reward 
the  travail  of  our  fpirits,  by  arifing  for  His  own 
name's  fake,  and  giving  ftrength  to  lift  the  itandard 
of  right eoufnefs,  and  furniihing  with  an  invitation 
to  the  youth  to  repair  to  it,  and  fo  inherit  the 
blefled  effects  thereof. 

We  went  to  Limerick  from  Rofcrea,  and  ftaid 
there  over  flrft  and  fecond  days.  The  publick  meet- 
ings were  low,  diftreffing  opportunities,  and  little 
ability  to  labour  amongft  that  people,  who  feem 
much  under  the  influence  of  the  god  of  this  world : 
but  on  flrft  day  evening,  a  number  of  youth  being 
prefent  at  T.  M's  and  a  few  honeft-hearted  friends 
more  advanced  in  years,  we  had  a  very  favoured 
feafon  of  retirement,  and  the  ftreams  of  love 
and  life,  through  inftrucl:ive,  confolating  miniftry, 
ran  freely.  On  third  day  we  left  Limerick  for 
Youghall -,  my  mind  was  dipped  into  a  fenfe  of  my 
own  weaknefs,  and  great  difcouragement  and  difmar 
furrounded  me.  I  faw  the  neceflity  of  an  increas- 
ing labour  to  dwell  near  the  pure  gift  in  myfelf, 
which  I  have  ever  found  to  be  the  moft  effectual 
prefervation,  in  the  conflicting  work  of  purification 
and  faithfulnefs  in  more  publick  fervice  ;  for  when 
it  reduces  the  mind,  and  brings  it  down  as  into  the 
bottom  of  Jordan,  it  likewife  ftays  the  billows 
thereof  by  pure  faith,  and  fuccours  by  the  incomes 
E  3  of 

end  than  to  ftrengthen  a  few,  weak  hands,  and  be  inftru- 
mental  in  reviving  the  hope  of  the  humble,  tried  children 
in  the  family,  it  will  be  enough,  though  the  reward  to  our- 
felves  may  be  but  final  1." 
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of  patience,  whereby  every  divine  difpcnfation  is 
rendered  profitable,  and  every  bitter  thing  fwect  •> 
centring  us  out  of  the  reach  of  flefhy  confidence> 
in  that  ftate  of  abafednels  to  which  divine  compaf- 
fion  is  moft  eminently  extended.  We  lodged  one 
night  at  an  inn,  and  on  fourth  day  reached  Yough- 
allj  where,  on  fifth,  we  had  two  large  and  favoured 
meetings.  Next  day  we  got  to  Springmount  near 
Cork,  to  the  houie  of  our  dear  and  honourable 
friend  8.  N.  Here  I  heard  of  the  deceafe  of  our 
beloved  friend  Robert  Walker,  who  departed  this 
life  at  Tottenham,  near  London,  after  having  paid 
an  acceptable  religious  vifit  to  friends  of  that  city 
and  its  neighbourhood.  He  was  a  man  who  having 
paflecl  through  deep  baptifms  of  fpirit,  in  prepara- 
tion for  the  work  of  the  miniftry,  became  eminent 
therein.  The  multitude  could  not  judge,  neither 
did  they  know,  his  frequent,  suffering  defcendings 
with  the  feed,  when  crucified  in  the  hearts  of  the 
people,  as  in  the  ftreets  of  fpiritual  Sodom  and 
Egypt ;  and  confidering  himfelf  as  an  unworthy 
minifler  thereto,  he  was  clothed  with  resignation 
to  the  difpenfation  of  the  day.  Great  was  his  in- 
duftry,  and  yet  many  were  the  trials  of  his  faith  for 
the  fupply  of  temporal  things.  Though  unadorn- 
ed with  human  literature,  he  was  inftru&ed  in 
the  fchool  of  Chrift,  as  a  good  Scribe  to  whom 
was  committed  the  knowledge  of  the  myfteries 
of  the  kingdom,  wherein  all  nece0ary  accomplifli- 
ments  where  acquired,  and  difplayed  in  gofpel 
Simplicity. 

Since  my  coming  into  this  Province,  the  fubjecl 
which  has  for  fome  time  been  under  my  consider- 
ation, of  fettling  in  thefe  parts,  has  often  prefent- 

ed 
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ed  to  my  mind  •,  with  an  anxious  defire,  that  the 
moft  endeared  companion  of  my  life,  may,  with 
myfelf,  be  kept  iingle  in  all  our  views,  and  resign- 
ed in  our  fpirits  to  whatever  infinite  wifdom  fees 
meet  to  do  with  us;  that  the  way  before  us,  though 
it  be  ftrait  and  narrow,  may  not  be  made  more 
difficult,  by  any  willings  and  runnings  of  our  own. 
I  am  often  afraid  of  myfelf  in  this  refpect ;  I  feel, 
when  unfupported  by  beft  help,  a  partial  attach- 
ment to  my  native  land-,  and  to  part  with  my 
connections,  and  fome  to  whom  I  am  clofely  united 
in  fpirit,  at  times  appears  hard  :  but  even  on  this 
footing,  I  find  a  counterpoifing  weight  on  my  huf- 
band's  fide,  who  has  alfo  valuable  relations,  an  1 
many  friends  in  the  befk  fenfe,  with  temporal  con- 
cerns and  conveniencies  more  fuitable  than 
where.  Oh  then,  may  divine  counfel  influence 
our  fpirits,  in  the  consideration,  and  determination 
of  this  important  ftep  !  Thou  knoweft,  O  Lord  ! 
the  fervency  and  exercife  of  my  fpirit  herein  -, 
thou  knoweft,  that,  above  all  things  I  wilh  to 
ferve  thee,  with  the  dedication  of  all  that  I  have, 
when  thou  calleft  for  it  5  and  as  by  thy  power 
only,  an  holy  compliance  is  wrought  *,  O  with- 
hold it  not  in  the  needful  time  !  Suffer  not  our 
feet  to  Aide  from  the  ancient  foundation,  but  with 
the  right  arm  of  thy  ftrength,  enable  us  to  make 
war  in  righteoufnefs,  in  the  lot  thou  afligneft  !  O 
fliew  us  the  lot  !  Suffer  us  not  to  wander  in  the 
dark,  but  be  thou  graciouily  plcaied  ipirituall)  to 
lead  us,  by  the  cloud  and  pillar  of  fire,  certain 
tokens  of  thy  holy  approbation  cf  the  way  that 
wj  take  ! 


U 


98  THE      LIFE      OF 

At  Cork  we  ftaid,  (except  going  one  day  to 
Bandon,  and  returning  the  next)  eleven  days,  and 
attended  nine  meetings,  and  many  private  oppor- 
tunities in  friend's  families,  where  counfel  and 
encouragement  often  unexpectedly  opened  ;  which 
were  miniftered  under  the  precious  influence  of 
divine  love  and  life  ;  wherein  the  fpirits  of  a  rem- 
nant were  cemented  together,  in  a  degree  of  holy 
fellowfhip,  and  an  exercife  generally  prevailed  to 
help  one  another  forward  in  the  new  and  living 
way  ;  which  in  many  places  lies  much  unoccupied, 
the  travellers  having  got  into  paths  fo  widely  dif- 
ferent, that  it  is  fometimes  difficult  to  find  it ;  and 
when  found,  fo  to  believe  in  its  rectitude,  as  to 
make  firaight  fteps  therein. 

During  my  ft  ay  in  and  about  Cork,  I  had  fre- 
quent occafions  humbly  to  commemorate  the  wif- 
dom,  mercy,  and  power,  of  our  gracious  Helper, 
who,  in  a  time  of  deep  humiliation  and  adverfity, 
fuftained  my  poor  tofled  foul ;  and,  by  a  portion 
of  that  holy  faith,  which  I  knew  to  be  his  own 
immediate  gift,  gave  me  to  fee  his  all-fufficiency, 
and  my  own  nothingnefs  ;  and  after  melting  all 
that  was  within  me,  by  his  humbling  difpenfations, 
faw  meet  again  to  renew  his  image  upon  my  heart, 
and  to  caufe  me  to  experience  more  largely  the 
work  of  the  new  creation,  and  the  neceflity  of 
ever  abiding  in  lowlinefs  of  mind,  and  treading 
the  courts  of  the  Lord  with  holinefs  and  fear. 
O  !  faid  my  foul,  withhold  not  from  me  what- 
ever hath  this  tendency  ;  let  the  voice  of  the 
Holy  One  go  forth,  which  faith,  "  cut  down 
the  tree,"  rather  than  it  fhould  overfpread,  and 
bring  forth  fruit,  to  difhonour  the  great  and  ex- 
cellent 
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cellcnt  Name  :  neverthelefs,  may  that  which  is 
pure  be  fattened,  as  with  a  band  of  iron  in  the 
tender  grafs  of  the  field,  that  fo,  humility  and 
fimplicity  may  fpring,  and  more  loudly  acknow- 
ledge, that  the  Moft  High  reigns  in  the  kingdoms 
of  men,  and  giveth  of  his  own  precious  gifts  and 
favours  to  whomfoever  he  will. 

We  went  from  Cork  to  the  houfe  of  a  friend 
who,  for  fome  months  paft,  has  been  in  a  low  de- 
jected ftate  of  mind  •,  and  in  the  evening  my  dear 
companion  R.  J.  was  dipped  into  his  fituation,  and 
her  mouth  was  opened  in  living  counfel  and  encou- 
ragement, which  for  a  time  feemed  to  revive  him. 
Here  I  met  with  my  dear  hufband,  to  our  mutual 
confolation ;  and  from  hence,  after  attending  a 
meeting  next  day  at  Garryroan,  which  was  rather 
a  low  time,  we  went  to  Clonmel  to  our  mother's 
there,  and  reited  one  day  before  the  quarterly  meet- 
ing for  Munfter  province  came  on.  Our  minds 
were  meafurably  baptized  for  the  approaching  fo- 
lemnity,  particularly  that  of  my  beloved  friend  R. 
J.  who  with  dear  G.  D.  had  good  fervice  *,  and  the 
meetings,  though  laborious,  were  eminently  owned 
with  the  extenfion  of  divine  good,  and  friends  were 
renewedly  encouraged  to  faithful  nefs  in  their  re- 
fpective  lots.  I  fat  all  the  meetings  filently,  not 
without  a  fellow-feeling  and  travail  with  thole 
engaged  in  turning  the  battle  to  the  gate  ;  but  my 
fpirit  was  fo  clothed  with  the  garment  of  mourn- 
ing, and  the  lenfe  of  my  own  infuiiiciency,  that  I 
was  ready  to  fay,  with  the  Prophet,  "  I  will  fpeak 
no  more  in  Thy  Name."  Yet  to  be  prefer \ 
a  ftate  of  patient  exercife,  and  in  reiignation  to 
what  might  be  the  allotted  portion  of  fufl 
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this  day  of  trial,  was  the  fervent  defire  of  my  mind* 
In  this  frame,  I  have  often  known  the  moft  feniiblc 
incomes  of  holy  help,  and  been  more  enabled  from 
thence  to  bring  up  ftones  of  memorial,  than  when 
the  travail  of  my  foul  has  been  more  mallow,  and 
the  ftreams  of  the  miniftry  have  lain  nearer  the 
furface  of  the  people's  fpirits  ;  and  O  !  that,  in  all 
fealbns  of  proving,  I  may  never  fhrink  from  under 
that  mournful  covering,  till  the  fenfe  of  what  I 
am,  and  a  degree  of  living  faith  in  the  immediate 
teachings  of  divine  wifdom,  are  not  only  raifed> 
but  prevail  in  my  heart ;  that  fo,  the  creature,  its 
wliliom  and  activity,  may  die  daily,  under  that 
Power  which  crucifies  all  that  is  of  the  flefh,  and 
fanctiiies  throughout.  After  the  quarterly  meet- 
ing was  over,  we  were  moft  eafy  to  fit  with  the 
friends  of  that  particular  meeting  ;  where  I  felt  an 
ooennefs  for  lome  religious  communication  ;  and  it 
was  a  clofe,  but  favoured  time  •,  neverthelefs  a  de- 
gree of  fadnefs  remained  with  me.  After  this 
meeting  was  over,  and  partaking  of  a  cup  of  hea- 
venly confolation  in  the  family  of  a  relation,  we 
went  down  to  Anner  Mills  that  night,  and  next 
day  fet  off  for  Dublin,  in  order  to  attend  the  half 
year's  meeting,  held  in  the  eleventh  month.  It 
was  rather  a  low  time,  but  holy  help  was  near 
(according  to  ancient  declaration)  to  the  Poor  in 
Spirit,  the  exerciied  wreftling  feed,  of  which, 
through  prefer  ving  gocdnefs,  there  is  a  remnant  in 
this  land  ;  with  whole  tribulated  path  I  have  often 
been  dipped  into  near  fympathy,  and  was  renewedly 
fo  at  this  time  :  neverthelefs,  we  had  unitedly  to 
believe,  that  if  fome  of  thefe  perfifted  in  unfaith- 
fulnefs  to  the  manifeftations  of  duty,  concerning 
their  religious  fervices,  they  were  in  danger  of  oc- 
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eaiioning  to  themfelves  fuch  a  wildernefs  travel,  as 
might  prove  very  difficult  for  them  to  be  deliver- 
ed from.  Thefe  were  fervently  and  honeftly  la- 
boured with,  "  to  offer  to  the  Lord  the  facrifice 
of  thankfgiving,  and  to  pay  all  their  vows  '"  that 
fo,  a  generation  might  be  raifed  up  more  zealous 
for  the  honour  and  promulgation  of  the  great 
Name,  than  many  of  later  times  have  been.  My 
mind  was  greatly  depreffed  in  this  city,  and  I  found 
it  conduce  to  my  fafety,  to  weigh  well  what  I  ap- 
prehended to  be  the  motions  of  truth.  The  meet- 
ings were  large,  and  my  beloved  companions  being 
not  only  better  qualified  for  fervice  therein,  but 
coming  from  fo  diitant  a  part  of  the  world  as  Penn- 
sylvania in  America,  and  there  being  little  or  no 
proipecl  of  their  ever  having  another  opportunity, 
of  fo  fully  relieving  their  minds  to  friends  in  this 
land,  I  fought  for  obfcurity  :  which  is  always  moft 
delirable  to  my  own  mind,  knowing  that  fafety 
attends  it  ;  and  that  it  requires  deep  baptiiins,  and 
a  clofe  dwelling  with  the  gift,  rightly  to  minifrer 
life,  and  viiit  the  feed  in  large  mixed  congrega- 
tions. Without  an  extraordinary  degree  of  thefe, 
it  feldom  happens  that  the  appearances  of  thofc 
who  are  young  in  experience,  afford  fatisfaclion  to 
the  true  church  of  Chrift,  or  that  they  reap  the 
reward  of  folid  inftructive  peace  in  their  own 
minds  ;  and  often  feeling  that  I  am  cne  of  thefe, 
the  prayer  of  my  fpirit  has  been,  that  I  may  be 
kept  under  the  humbling  fenfe  thereof,  and  be 
prefer ved  from  burdening  the  living  by  beii; 
mallow  in  my  fpirit,  or  Spreading  too  much  into 
fruitlefs  branches  •,  that  fo,  the  great  and  exec 
caufe  of  truth  may  never  be  diihonourcd  b 
through  me.     Infinite  wifdom  is,  nevertheless,  to 
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direct  and  go  before  us,  in  the  line  of  His  own 
appointment  :  and  under  an  apprehenfion  of  the 
puttings  forth  of  the  heavenly  Shepherd,  I  ven- 
tured to  ftep  forward  in  two  large  meetings  ;  and 
through  his  fuftaining  goodnefs,  I  was  enabled  to 
relieve  my  own  mind  in  a  good  degree  ;  for  which 
with  many  gracious  affiftances,  from  time  to  time 
difpenied,  may  my  foul  bow  in  humble  gratitude 
and  awful  fear,  through  the  continued  ftages  of 
my  tried  pilgrimage.  My  dear  friends  R.  J.  and 
G.  D.  had  great  and  good  fervice  in  the  courfe  of 
thefe  meetings  \  and  R.  J.  feeling  an  engagement 
to  have  a  meeting  with  the  women  friends,  (none 
being  held  for  difcipline  for  them  at  that  feafon  of 
the  year)  after  laying  it  before  friends,  it  was 
cheerfully  complied  with,  and  a  folid  profitable 
meeting  it  proved.  R.  J.  and  myfelf,  feeling  fome- 
thing  more  than  a  freedom  to  fit  with  a  committee 
€>f  men  friends,  appointed  by  the  national  meeting 
to  confider  the  ftate  of  fociety,  and  complying 
with  it,  we  were  enabled  to  feel  with  friends  there- 
on, and  to  lay  down  our  refpective  burdens.  The 
evening  preceding  our  leaving  the  city,  and  after 
the  meetings  were  over,  many  friends  being  col- 
lected at  our  lodgings,  wre  had  a  refrefhing,  in- 
frructive,  opportunity  of  retirement ;  wherein 
counfel  and  encouragement  were  miniftered,  and 
friends  parted  under  a  living  fenfe  of  the  extenfion 
of  divine  favour  to  His  church  and  family.  Next 
da)r  we  went  to  Baltiboys,  a  very  poor  fmall  meet- 
ing ;  after  which  we  proceeded  about  five  miles 
further,  intending  next  morning  to  fet  off  for 
Mountmeilick ;  but  when  all  was  ready  for  our 
departure,  a  hefitation  fprang,  and  fpread,  refpecl:- 
iug   the    propriety    of  our   pur  firing  the  intended 
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plan  ;  and  the  more  it  was  looked  at,  the  more 
clearly  it  appeared  Deft  to  fit  with  the  few  friend* 
felect,  there  having  been  many  not  of  our  profef- 
iion  at  meeting  the  day  before.  One  of  our  guides, 
therefore,  kindly  undertook  to  collect  the  members 
of  that  meeting  together  ;  which  was  done,  and 
we  had  no  caufe  to  repent  our  ftay,  but  were  ra- 
ther encouraged  to  truft  in  future  to  the  turning* 
of  the  fpiritual  guide,  who  requires  that  we  mould 
be  followers,  and  not  leaders,  if  we  purfue  the 
path  of  true  peace.  Inftead  of  going  to  Mount- 
mellick  from  Baltiboys,  we  went  to  Ballitore  that 
night,  and  next  day  to  Athy  meeting  ;  then  to 
Mountmellick,  Montrath,  Knockballymaher,  Bally- 
nakill,  and  to  Carlow  to  the  quarterly  meeting  for 
Leinfter  Province  held  there.  It  was  a  remarka- 
bly low  time,  and  the  minds  of  many  were  bap- 
tized into  a  feeling  fenfe  of  the  coolnefs  and  in- 
ditterency,  that  prevails  amongft  the  profeffbrs  of 
truth  in  thefe  parts,  and  filent  fadnefs  was  much 
our  lot.  Intending  from  hence  for  Waterford, 
and  the  counties  of  Wexford  and  Wicklow,  we 
rirft  paid  a  vifit  to  the  little  meeting  at  Caftle- 
dermot ;  it  was  fmall,  but  divine  goodnefs  was  near. 
My  mind,  in  time  of  iilence,  was  comfortably  ga- 
thered from  fome  buffetings,  doubtings  and  difmay  ; 
and  the  language  of  the  apoftle  fweetly  pafled 
through,  and  fettled  me  in  an  humble  confidence 
and  calm  ;  be  patient,  eftablifh  your  hearts,  for 
the  day  of  the  Lord  draweth  nigh.  We  returned  to 
Carlow  and  next  day  attended  their  week-day  meet- 
ing ;  after  which  we  went  to  Bailydarton  belong- 
ing to  Kilconner  meeting,  which  I  was  prevented 
from  attending  by  a  pain  in  my  head  and  teeth  ; 
but  was   enabled   to   proceed  with  my  companions 
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to  Rofs  next  day,  where  growing  worfe,  they  were 
under  the  neceffity  of  leaving  me,  after  they  had 
fat  with  the  few  friend3  there,  in  order  to  attend 
the  firft  day  meetings  at  Waterford  ;  where  my 
hufband  and  divers  of  our  relations  from  Clon- 
mel  came  to  meet  us.  My  R.  G.  came  to  me, 
and  was  a  truly  acceptable  gueft,  my  mind  having 
funk,  and  my  ftrength  feeming  to  be  exhaufted 
with  the  pain.  I  was  fo  much  relieved  as  to  be 
able  to  go  next  day  to  Waterford,  to  rejoin  my 
beloved  friends  R.  J.  and  G.  D.  whole  company 
and  fervices  have  been,  through  the  courfe  of  this 
journey,  inftructive  and  ftrengthening  to  my  often 
doubting  mind.  When  through  the  defcending 
of  heavenly  virtue,  my  fpirit  has  been  cemented 
with  theirs,  and  in  the  unity  and  covenant  of  life, 
,an  harmonious  exercife  has  prevailed  in  me,  either 
in  publick  or  in  fecret,  I  have  had  renewedly  to 
admire  the  gracious  condefcenfion  of  our  holy  Head 
and  High  Prieft,  in  anointing,  in  any  degree,  for 
a  work  fo  great  and  awful,  and  leading  into  this 
excellent  feliowlhip.  At  Waterford  we  ftaid  their 
week  day  meeting  on  third  day,  which  was  a  fa- 
voured time;  and  after  having  likewife  divers 
comfortable  religious  opportunities  with  friends  of 
that  place,  (there  being  a  quickened,  remnant 
growing  in  the  fpirituai  life)  we  took  leave  of  them 
under  a  precious  fenfe  of  divine  fuperintending 
care,  and  went  to  Foreft,  Cooladine,  Randal's 
Mills,  Ballinclay,  Ballicane  and  Wicklow ;  and 
found  an  honeft-hearted  fet  of  friends,  who  are 
preferved  in  a  good  degree  of  conliftency  with  the 
principles  we  profefs  :  yet  there  are  others  who 
widely  differ  in  this  refpect.  Our  kind  friend  J. 
W.  having  met  us  at  Ballicane,  we  went  in  com- 
pany 
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pany  with  him  to  Dublin  on  the  feventh  day  of 
the  week,  and  next  day  attended  their  meetings 
in  Meath-ftreet  and  Sycamore-alley  ;  at  both  which 
my  companions  were  filent.  My  mind  was  deeply 
exercifed  in  them,  and  as  I  perceived  fome  little 
opening  for  publick  labour,  I  gave  up  thereto  un- 
der many  difcouraging  impreffions  \  in  part  the 
effects  of  a  reafoning  difpofition,  and  unprofitable 
ruminating  on  the  repeated  labours  of  more  qua- 
lified inftruments,  and  the  unfuccefsfulnefs  of  many 
of  them  •,  and  in  part,  I  truft,  of  a  right  and  ne- 
ceflary  jealoufy  over  mvfelf,  left  I  fhould  be  the 
means  of  conveying  a  lifelefs  multiplicity  of  words, 
or  be  found  feeding  the  people,  when  the  divine 
word  might  proclaim  a  faft.  But  it  awfully  fprang 
in  my  mind,  that  if  ever  fo  fmall  a  warning  was 
given  me  to  deliver,  and  I  concealed  it,  the  blood 
of  thofe  for  whom  it  was  intended  might,  ac- 
cording to  the  declaration  of  the  Moft  High  to 
the  Prophet,  be  required  at  my  hands.  As  tnis 
vifit  to  the  nation  was  clofing,  a  fecret  prayer 
was  begotten  in  me,  that  we  might  be  enabled, 
as  faithfully  and  willingly  to  finifh  the  work, 
as,  through  humbling  operations,  we  were  refign- 
ed  to  begin  it ;  which,  to  the  praife  of  His  grace 
who  puts  forth  and  goes  before  His  own  fheep, 
we  were  ftrengthened  to  do,  and  had  afrefh  to 
difcover  that  His  ways  are  not  as  our  ways,  nor 
His  thoughts  as  our  thoughts.  When  we  appre- 
hended ourfelves  at  liberty  to  fail  from  that  city, 
and  had  agreed  with  a  captain  bound  for  White- 
haven for  our  pafiage  there,  the  wind  proved 
contrary,  and  we  found  it  fafe  to  look  around 
us,  that  if  any  little  fjrvice  was  omitted,  it  might 
then  be  performed.      This  we  were  ready  to  think 
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was  not  much  the  cafe,  having  attended  their 
men's  and  women's  meetings  on  third  day,  where, 
through  divine  ability  gracioufly  afforded,  we  had 
a  clofe,  fearching,  and  humbling  feafon  :  but  now 
(landing  in  the  refignation,  not  being  detained  of 
ourfelves,  divers  opportunities  for  publick  and 
private  labour  unexpectedly  opened,  generally  tend- 
ing to  invite  the  ignorant,  and  to  encourage  the 
fincere  and  drooping  minds  to  a  faith  in  the  fu£- 
ficiency  of  the  gift  of  God  in  themfelves,  for  the 
fanctification  of  the  foul,  and  the  neceffary  lupply 
of  every  fpiritual  enjoyment,  and  qualification 
acceptably  to  worfhip  ;  which  muft  now,  as  for- 
merly, be  fought  for,  in  the  beauty  of  holinefs, 
and  in  newnefs  of  life.  The  wind  proving  con- 
trary, we  ftaid  over  another  fir  ft  day,  when  my 
companions  G.  D.  and  R.  J»  were  enabled  to  bring 
up  living  ftones  of  memorial,  to  the  fealing  I  truft 
of  their  teftimony  on  the  fpirits  of  many  ;  and 
my  cup  of  affectionate  fellowfhip  feemed  to  over- 
flow in  fecret.  The  next  day  a  gale  rofe  in  our 
favour,  which  we  thankfully  accepted,  and  were 
gently  wafted  over  by  it  in  twenty-five  hours, 
having  had  as  pleafant  a  voyage  as  we  could  wifh 
for,  ficknefs  excepted  \  and  for  the  holy  directing 
and  protecting  power  of  immortal  goodnefs,  we 
were  gratefully  humbled.  We  ftaid  one  night  at 
"Whitehaven  after  our  landing,  and  next  day  at- 
tended their  week  day  meeting,  which  was  a  low 
time.  Soon  after  it  clofed,  we  fet  off  for  Grey- 
fouthen,  where  R.  J.  and  I  ftaid  that  night.  Our 
much  loved  friend  and  companion  G.  D.  and  his 
wife  (who  had  been  with  us  ever  fince  we  were  at 
Cooladine)  finding  it  conduce  moft  to  their  peace 
to  flay  the  quarterly  meeting  for  Cumberland,  to  be 
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held  the  week  after  ;  and  we  having  a  profpect  of 
attending  the  quarterly  meeting  for  the  county  of 
York,  to  be  held  at  Leeds  •,  we  found  the  time  for 
our  feparation  was  come  ;  and  had  to  commemo- 
rate the  kindnefs  of  infinite  wifdom,  in  fo  catting 
us  together,  and  cementing  us,  according  to  our 
meafures,  in  the  hidden  life.  Here  we  took  an 
affecting  and  affectionate  farewell  of  each  other. 

We  flopped  at  Cockermouth  in  our  way  to  Ken- 
dal, and  fpent  a  few  hours  very  agreeably  with 
our  friends  J.  and  B.  D.  and  their  children  •,  and 
before  we  left  them,  the  ipring  of  heavenly  confo- 
lation  arofe,  and  refrefhed  both  vifitors  and  vifited  ; 
and  with  grateful  hearts  we  fet  off,  and  reached 
Kefwick  that  night ,  and  next  day,  having  a  plea- 
fant  ride  among  the  mountains,  we  were  favoured 
in  good  time  to  get  to  Kendal,  where  my  dear  com- 
panion had  an  opportunity  of  vifiting  J.  and  R. 
W.'s  children,  who,  fince  fhe  was  there  before,  had 
loft  their  honourable  father,  and  it  was  a  humbling 
favoured  opportunity.  Finding  ourfelves  at  liberty 
to  leave  that  place,  and  R.  J.  having  paffed  by 
Wray  and  Bentham  meetings  when  ihe  was  that 
way  before,  and  now  feeling  a  draft  towards  them, 
we  went  next  day,  the  twenty-fourth  of  the  twelfth 
month,  to  Wray,  and  in  the  evening  had  a  good 
meeting  with  the  few  friends  there,  and  fome  others 
who  came  in.  Next  morning  we  went  to  Ben- 
tham meeting,  which  was  an  exerciling  time,  but 
ended  in  awful  fupplication,  wherein  my  beloved 
companion  was  publickly  engaged.  Having  an  even- 
ing meeting  appointed  at  Settle,  we  reached  there 
in  time,  and  it  proved  a  lblid,  inftructive,   feafon. 

From 
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From  thence  on  fecond  day,  the  twenty-fixth,  we 
got  to  Leeds,  and  there  met  with  my  dear  father 
and  mother,  to  our  mutual  fatisfadlion.  The  quar- 
terly meeting  came  on  next  day,  and  held  till  the 
evening  of  the  twenty-ninth.  Through  the  feveral 
fittings  thereof,  I  had  undoubtedly  to  believe  that 
my  companion  was  in  her  right  place  •,  and  was 
thankful,  under  the  consideration  that  we  were 
there  in  better  wifdom  than  our  own,  and  were 
found  worthy  to  bear  a  fhare  in  the  weight  of  fuf- 
ferings,  which  generally  attend  thefe  large  affem- 
blies.  Rebecca  Jones  being  dilpofed  to  fpend  a  lit- 
tle time  in  reft  with  our  mutual  friend  C  H.  we 
parted  after  our  quarterly  meeting,  and  I  came 
homewards,  with  a  delire  rightly  to  feel  my  way, 
whether 'to  continue  a  while  longer  with  this  my 
endeared  friend,  in  her  religious  fervice,  or  to  give 
up  and  furrender  my  certificate  :  for  though  I  had 
a  profpecl:,  when  I  left  home,  of  vifiting  the  weft- 
em  part  of  this  nation,  to  which  my  certificate  was 
alfo  addrefied,  yet  if  the  commiflion  fhould  dole 
fooner  than  I  looked  for,  my  compliance  therewith 
appears  as  neceflary,  as  it  would  be  if  it  fhould 
extend  further  -,  feeing  that  the  virtue  of  all  our 
religious  movements  confiilis  in  the  divine  putting 
forth,  and  the  continuation  of  holy  anointing ; 
which  we  have  abundant  caufe  to  acknowledge,  is- 
not  at  our  command. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP.       IV. 

Account  of  her  Vlfit  to  fome  of  the  ivejlern   Counties 
cf  England.. 

A  FEW  months  after  her  return  from  Ireland, 
ihe  felt  a  renewed  engagement  to  accompany 
her  friend  R.  Jones,  on  a  vifit  to  fome  parts  of  the 
weftern  counties  in  England,  Of  the  principal  parts 
of  this  vifit,   fhe  has  left  the  following  journal. 

After  my  return  from  Ireland,  my  beloved  com- 
panion R.  J.  being  detained  in  Yorkfhire,  on  divers 
accounts,  for  three  months,  I  was  thereby  fet  at 
liberty  to  adjuft  fome  family  concerns  at  home,  and 
pay  fome  vifits  to  neighbouring  meetings,  as  truth 
appeared  to  open  the  way  •,  efpecially  to  Whitby, 
Scarborough,  Bridlington,  Hornfea,  and  Hull ;  in 
the  courfe  of  which  my  mind  was,  in  the  needful 
time,  mercifully  fupported  with  renewed  fupplies  of 
holy  help,  though,  in  general,  in  a  low  and  ftripped 
ftate  •,  fearing  left,  in  the  exercife  of  the  gift,  a  zeal 
which  is  not  according  to  true  knowledge,  nor  ori- 
ginating in  that  baptifm  of  fpirit  wherein  the  crea- 
ture is  humbled,  fhould  fo  mix  with  the  divine 
openings,  as  to  carry  away  the  feet  of  the  mind 
from  that  fife  (landing  in  the  deeps,  which  is  juftly 
compared  to  the  bottom  of  Jordan.  Here,  it  is 
neceflary  for  true  gofpel  minifters,  fteadily  to  abide, 
with  the  weight  of  the  fervice  they  are  engaged  in 
upon  their  moulders,  till  the  fpirits  of  the  aflembled 
are,  in  fome  degree,  attracted  to  the  promiied 
land,  the  new  heaven  and  the  new  earth,  wherein 
dwelleth  the  righteoufnefs  of  faith,  and  where  fpi- 

ritual 
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ritual  worlhip  is  rightly  performed,  in  the  beauty  of 
holinefs  and  newnefs  of  life.  To  be  inftrumental 
in  the  divine  hand  of  thus,  in  any  meafure,  con- 
verting the  fpirits  of  thofe  to  whom  we  may  be  led 
to  minifter,  requires  an  unction  altogether  unmix- 
ed ;  but  when  revolt,  backfliding,  and  a  fuperficial 
fpirit,  have  been  necelTarily  unveiled,  I  have,  fome- 
times,  diftreffingly  found,  that  fome  of  my  armour 
was  carnal  >  and  O  !  how  hath  all  that  was  within 
me  been  humbled  at  the  diicovery,  that  the  Lord's 
righteous  controverfy  with  the  works  of  darknefs, 
had  not  been  righteoufly  upheld,  nor  the  door  of 
cfcape  therefrom  wifely  opened.  An  increafe  of 
experience  convinces  me,  that  preaching  is  a  myfte- 
ry  which  every  one  exercifed  therein,  has  need  to  be 
often  induftrioufly,  and  impartially  learning,  as  far 
as  concerns  themfelves  \  and  where  this  is  the  cafe, 
I  am  abundantly  perfuaded,  that  our  dependance 
muft  be  drawn  from  the  fentiments  of  thofe  friends 
to  whofe  judgment  we  are  moil:  attached,  in  order 
rightly  to  diftinguifh  betwixt  the  unity  of  the  one 
infallible  fpirit,  and  their  partiality  to  us,  and  to  be 
weighed  in  the  juft  balance  of  the  fanctuary,  where 
we  are  fometimes  found  defective,  even  when  all 
around  us  fpeak  peace. 

"  My  dear  hufband  accompanied  me  in  this  lit- 
tle round  :  his  fympathizing  mind,  and  care  for  my 
prefervation  every  way,  was  truly  ftrengthening,  and 
afforded  frequent  occafions  of  humble  thankfulnefs 
to  the  Author  of  all  good,  who  had  fo  bountifully 
provided  for  me,  both  in  fpiritual  and  temporal 
things.  After  our  return  home  we  gave  up  houfe- 
keeping,  not  with  a  conclulion  that  we  fhould  re- 
move from  England,  but  under   an  appreheniion 

that 
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that  it  was  right  to  take  that  Step,  as  the  way  open- 
ed for  my  being  again  united  in  fervice  with  my 
beloved  companion  R.  J.  and  my  hufband  had  no 
profpect  of  being  fettled  during  my  abfence.  We 
therefore  removed  our  furniture,  and  ourfelves  to 
York,  the  quarterly  meeting  there  being  at  hand  ; 
after  which,  the  ift  of  4th  month,  1786,  I  went 
to  Ackworth  to  meet  my  companion,  who  had  gone 
there  the  day  before.  We  ftaid  there  on  firft  day, 
and  found  fome  clofe  and  neceflary  labour,  not  only 
in  publick,  but  in  private  opportunities,  amongft 
the  mailers,  miftreffes,  and  fervants,  feverally  ;  for 
the  Enemy  of  all  good  hath  proved  himfelf  bufy,  in 
endeavouring  to  fow  his  tares  amongft  the  good  feed 
in  that  inftitution  and  family ;  and  unlefs  thofe  on 
whom  the  weight  and  care  of  it  moft  devolves,  keep 
in  view  the  neceffity  of  attending  more  to  the  holy 
Oracle  in  their  movements,  than  to  the  ftrength  of 
their  own  wifdom  and  understanding,  it  will  lofe 
the  luftre  that  truth  would  put  upon  it,  and  become 
the  nurfery  of  a  worldly  fpirit,  though  difguifed 
with  an  appearance  of  religious  form.  There  is  in 
that  family  a  Suffering,  wreftling  feed,  an  exercifed 
remnant,  which  though  fmall,  is  a  means,  under 
the  divine  bleffing,  of  keeping  open  the  fpring  of 
life  >  and  if  fuch  keep  their  places,  there  is  reafon 
to  hope  that  more  will  be  added  to  their  number, 
and,  through  the  influence  of  their  example,  the 
truth,  in  its  own  Simplicity,  gain  ground,  inftead  of 
the  difguifed  fpirit  of  error.  A  falutation  of  love 
flowed  to  fuch,  under  a  fenfe  whereof  we  left 
them,  fave  our  worthy  friend  W.  S.  who  went 
with  us  to  Wakefield,  where  divers  are  under  con- 
vincement,  and  fome  of  them  appear  to  be  rightly 
fo.     Here  we  had  an  open,  instructive  opportunity; 

and 
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and  from  thence  went  to  Bradford,  and  next  day 
proceeded  to  Manchefter,  where  we  attended  their 
week-day  meeting-,  in  which  my  companion  was 
greatly  favoured  to  dip  into  the  ftate  of  the  feed, 
and  profitably  to  vifit  it,  and  filence  was  I  believe 
rightly  my  lot.  From  Manchefter  we  went  to 
Stockport,  Macclesfield,  Morley,  and  fo  to  War- 
rington, to  the  monthly  meeting  there;  where 
again  I  thought  my  companion  had  eminent  fer- 
vice,  and  clofe  fearching  labour,  wherewith  I  felt  a 
fpiritual  travail,  and  fympathetic  mourning  over 
the  great  carnality,  and  departure  from  the  way  of 
peace,  which  greatly  prevail  in  that,  and  the  neigh- 
bouring places.  Though  there  is  a  peculiar  people, 
and  a  royal  priefthood,  in  that  monthly  meeting, 
yet  as  the  number  in  a  very  different  fpirit,  is  great, 
the  pure  life  is  prevented  from  circulating,  and 
purifying  the  temple.  So  that  the  profpcct, 
amongft  the  youth  efpecially,  is  exceedingly  difcou- 
raging;  diffipation,  or  the  gilded  corruptions  of 
human  nature,  having  pofTefllon,  and,  like  the 
ftrong  man  armed,  keeping  the  houfe  and  all  the 
goods  thereof  in  peace:  and  until  a  ftronger  than 
he,  by  the  fpirit  of  judgment  and  of  burning,  dif- 
lodges  him  of  his  hold,  cafts  him  out,  and  fpoils  all 
his  goods,  there  is  but  little  room  to  expect  fuch  to 
demonftrate  unto  others,  by  the  IWelinefs  of  their 
fpirits,  the  circumfpection  of  their  conduct,  and  a 
rightly  feafoned  converfktion,  that  they  are  ac- 
quainted with  the  efficacious  virtue  of  true  religion. 
From  Warrington,  my  hufband  returned  to  York- 
fhire,  in  company  with  William  Rotch  of  Nantuc- 
ket, and  we  back  into  Chefhire.  It  was  rather  a 
gloomy  parting  to  me,  being  very  unwell  with  a 
rheumatic  complaint  in  my  head,  and  more  depref- 
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fed  in  mind  than  I   was  free  to  cxprefs    to  any; 
which  is  often  the  cafe   with   me,    when    under   a 
fenfe  of  the  awfulnefs  of  the  work  I  am  embarked 
in,  of  the  little  effect  it  has  on  the  minds  of  many, 
and  of  my  own  exceeding  great  weaknefs,  and  ap- 
parent uniitnefs  for  engaging  with  facred   things; 
fo  that  my  way  oft  feems  to  lie  by  the  valley  and 
fhadow  of  death;    where  I  feel  myfelf  fubject  to 
fearful    apprehenfions,     and   a    deep    and    gloomy 
exercife.      Neverthelefs,  to  the  praife  of  the  divine 
grace,     my  foul  can  thankfully    and  humbly    ac- 
knowledge   that,     through     what     appeared     the 
fmalleft    grain    of  faith,     prefervation    hath  been 
experienced,     and     ftrength    to     afcend,     in    the 
Lord's  time,     that   holy  mountain  where  nothing 
can   hurt  or   deftroy;     becaufe  the    creature,    and 
its   attendant    evils   are  fubjected,      and    accefs   to 
the  feaft  of  fat  things,    and  of  wine  well  refined, 
is   gracioufly    afforded,     to    the    renewed    fupport 
of  the  drooping  mind,  which  was  ready,   but  a  little 
before,  to  caft  away  its  confidence,  and  fay,   "  the 
Lord  hath  forgotten   me."      Thus,  as  by  a  tender 
father,  are  we  dealt  with,  under  thofe  proving  dif- 
penfations,   which  are  effentially  neceflary  for  car- 
rying forward  the  work  of  fanctification  in  the  foul, 
and   a  preparation   to   receive   the   infcription    of, 
"  Holinefs  unto  the  Lord."      When  I  confider  the 
cffity  hereof,   a  fear,  on  the  other  hand,    often 
arifes  left  it  mould  be  partially  or  fuperficially  effect- 
ed ;  and  a  fervent   craving  of  fpirit,  that  the  refin- 
ing operations  of  the  Holy  Ghoil  and  Fire,  may  fo 
iform  their  afligned  office,  as  that  every  fpecious 
appearance  of  felf-love  may  be  confirmed,   and  the 
ipring  of  action,  in  the  performance  of  both  religi- 
ous and  moral  duties,  rendered  pure.      Thus  vari- 
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oufly,  is  the  attention  of  the  travailing  foul  turned  ; 
and  if  the  pure  difcoveries  of  truth  are  but  the  ob- 
ject fingly  fought  for,  He  who  created  light  out  of 
darknefs,  and  hath  fown  it  for  the  righteous,  doth, 
in  times  of  our  greateft  extremity  reveal  himfelf  to 
be  the  Lord  Almighty.  From  Warrington  we 
went  to  Sutton,  Franley,  Newton,  Chefter,  Nant- 
wich,  and  Middlewich,  when  our  vifit  to  Chefhire 
feemed  ended,  where,  as  in  other  places,  we  had 
to  view,  and  mourn  over,  the  deiblation  which  hath 
prevailed  amongft  the  profeflbrs  of  truth  ;  fo  that 
the  Heathen  may  query,  "  Where  is  their  God?" 

Our  next  ftage  was  to  Leek,  and  fo  to  Cole- 
brook  Dale  •,  we  had  meetings  both  at  the  New 
and  Old  Dale,  which  were  favoured,  ftrengthening 
feafons  ;  by  ability  being  gracioufly  afforded  and  ac- 
cepted, to  fink  down  deep  into  fuffering  with  the 
precious  feed  •,  and  a  little  exercifed  remnant  were 
found  wreftling  in  fpirit  for  the  divine  bleffing,  who 
were  vifited  in  the  renewings  of  life,  and  inftructive 
counfel  flowed  towards  them.  Divers  of  the 
younger  fort  amongft  them,  have  been  vifited  by 
affliction;  the  day  of  the  Lord  hath  come  upon  all 
that  was  lifted  up,  and  the  projects,  like  the  fhips 
of  Tarfhifh,  which  were  intended  to  go  to  fetch 
gold,  have  been  broken  early  in  their  fetting  out,  as 
at  Eziongeber,  and  all  their  pleafant  pictures  fpoil- 
ed  \  which  have  evidently  been  permitted  in  mercy, 
that  their  affections  might  be  loofened  from  things 
tranfient  and  perifhing  •,  and,  inftead  thereof,  dura- 
ble riches  and  righteoufnefs  become  their  inherir- 
ance.  But  as  this  work  is  great  and  glorious,  and 
cannot  be  effected,  fave  by  the  humbling  proceffes 
of  the  work  of  fanctification  in  the  foul,  a  deep 
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engagement  dwelt  upon  my  mind,  that  thofe  in 
whom  this  work  is  begun,  may  be  preferved  from 
flinching   under   it,   or   taking  themfelves,  or  one 
another,  as  out  of  the  furnace,  before  it  effect  the 
great    end  for  which  it    was  prepared;    and,  that 
being  redeemed  from  the    fuperficies    of  religious 
experience,  to  an  entire  dependance  on  the  holy 
purifying  fpring  of  immortal  life,  they  may  approve 
themfelves  the  humble  followers  of  Chrift  ;    and, 
through  the  efficacy  of  his  own  fpirit,  be  qualified 
to  advocate  the  caufe   of  truth  and  righteoufnefs. 
From  hence  we  went  to  Shrewsbury,   and  were  at 
two  meetings  there  on  firft  day,  which  were  favour- 
ed opportunities  \  the  latter  was  publick,  and  a  great 
many  of  the  town's  people  attended.      There  are 
fome  vifited  young  people  in  this  place,  and  a  prof- 
peft  of  a  revival  comfortably  affected  our  minds. 
It  was  here  to  be  determined  whether   we   fhould 
tarn  towards  Worcefterfhire,  Herefordfhire,  &c.  or 
into  Wales,  which  was  occafion  of  deep  inquiry  to 
find  out  the  good  and  acceptable  way ;   and  as  our 
minds    were    fingle    herein,   we   were  favoured  to 
unite  in  the  conclufion,   that  it  was  better   now  to 
turn  into  Wales,  a  ftep  we  had  no  reafon  to  repent 
on  any  account,  finding  a  peaceful  ferenity  attend- 
ing  our   minds   through   the  courfe    of   a   folitary 
travel   therein  ;     and  fuch  a  fupply   of  ftrength   to 
dip   into,   and  vifit  the  feed  in  thofe  parts,   as  was 
caufe  of  humble   thankfulnefs    to   the    Author  of 
every  good  and  fpiritual   gift.      His   eye  perceives 
the  moil:  obfcure   parts   of  his   own   creation,   and 
gracioufly  compaffionates  His  humble  fuppliant  chil- 
dren,  who,  under  a  lenfe  of  their  own  wants,   are 
calling  all  their  care  upon  him,  and  looking  ilnglv 
F  \o 
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to  his  bountiful  hand  for  food  convenient  for  them, 
both  fpiritual  and  temporal,  in  preference  to  the 
luxurious  enjoyment  of  tranfitory  things  ;  defiring 
that  bleffing  which  makes  truly  rich,  and  whereunto 
no  deadly  forrow  is  added.  We  were  comforted 
in  finding  a  number  of  this  fort  in  Wales,  parti- 
cularly at  Tuthynigarrig  and  Llanidloes  ;  though, 
at  the  former,  among  divers  of  their  members,  a 
worldly  fpirit  and  lukewarmnefs  about  the  beft 
things  prevail.  We  were  alfo  at  Efkergoch,  a  very 
poor  defolate  place  every  way;  but  fome  folid  people 
not  profeffing  with  us,  attending  the  meeting,  were 
a  help  to  it;  2nd  my  beloved  companion  was  drawn 
in  the  language  of  confolation  to  vifit  fome  of  thefe, 
who  were  as  fheep  wandering  upon  the  mountains, 
and  panting  after  a  fhepherd.  It  was  from  this 
place  we  went  to  Llanidloes,  where  we  had  a  large 
■publick  meeting,  and  from  thence  to  Rayadar,  a 
place  where  there  are  no  friends,  but  where  we  had 
•.wfatisfaclory  meeting  among  the  town's  people,  in 
one  of  the  rooms  of  the  inn  ;  and  after  it  went  to 
Pales,  and  were  at  meeting  there  next  day,  which 
was  a  laborious,  fearching  opportunity,  many  dif- 
orderly  walkers  being  there.  We  then  ftept  out 
of  Wales,  and  vifited  the  few  friends  at  Almilly 
and  Leominfter,  in  Herefordfhire.  The  firft  is 
very  fmall,  having  fcarce  any  weight  to  fupport 
a  meeting  ;  but  many  folid  neighbours  attending, 
it  was  a  precious  lively  opportunity,  and  my  fpirit 
was  humbled,  and  awfully  reverenced  the  conde- 
scending goodnefs  of  our  Almighty  Helper,  whofe 
loving  kindnefs  is  better  than  life,  and  the  lifting 
up  of  the  light  of  his  countenance,  than  great 
riches.      The  meeting  at  Leominfter  was  low  and 
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trying.  We  went  from  hence  to  Troy  near  Mon- 
mouth in  South  Wales  :  here  we  lodged  one  night, 
and  next  morning  fet  off  for  Pontipool  to  the  quar- 
terly meeting,  which  was  to  be  held  there  the  firil 
day  following.  Our  dear  and  much  valued  friends, 
T.  Corbyn,  H.  Wilkins  and  T.  H.  overtook  us 
upon  the  road  ;  we  were  mutually  glad  to  fee  each 
other,  and  alfo  to  feel  each  others  fpirits  in  the 
meetings  we  attended  together  at  Pontipool  and 
Cardiff,  whither  we  went  (after  the  quarterly  meet- 
ing was  ended)  to  attend  the  Welch  yearly  meeting 
there.  My  mind,  on  drawing  near  to  that  place, 
was  awfully  affe&ed,  in  a  renewed  fenfe  of  the  im- 
portant ftation  of  a  gofpel  minifter,  which,  the 
more  my  underftanding  is  opened,  the  more  I  per- 
ceive it  to  call  for  a  watchful  care  to  keep  in  the 
ftation,  and  to  preferve  it  unblameable,  by  endea- 
vouring to  dwell  low  enough  with  the  gift,  fo  as 
rightly  to  diftinguifh  between  a  lilent  union  with 
the  feed  in  meetings,  (wherein  we  fometimes  fym- 
pathize  with  the  concerns  of  others,)  and  our  own 
publick  fervice  for  the  caufe.  And  I  was  thankful 
in  feeling  my  fpirit  humbly  contrited,  under  a  fenfe 
of  my  own  weaknefs,  and  the  commemoration  of 
infinite  kindnefs  in  times  pan:  •,  and  I  fecretly  fup- 
plicated  that  the  approaching  folemnity  might  be 
gracioufly  owned  with  the  virtue  of  divine  life,  im- 
mediately imparted  from  the  great  Minifter  of 
minifters  •,  whereby  I  felt,  in  a  good  degree, 
ftrengthened  for  my  own  meafure  of  exercife, 
which  proved  altogether  in  filence.  But  this  was 
not  the  cafe  with  fome  others;  with  a  few  of  whom 
a  fenfe  of  near  unity  attended  my  fpirit,  both  in  a 
fecret  travail  of  fpirit,  and  in  the  exercife  of  their 
F   2  gifts  s 
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gifts  •,  never  that  I  remember,  being  fo  fenfible  of 
the  purity  of  that  life  which,  and  which  only,  quick- 
ens fervices  in  the  church,  and  qualifies  the  centred 
mind,  to  judge  righteoufly  concerning  publick  of- 
ferings in  meetings.  Whatever  has  a  tendency  to 
clofe  up  the  fpring  of  this  life,  by  cafting  rubbifh 
thereinto,  inftead  of  induftrioufly  removing  it,  fuch 
as  the  fhallow,  fuperficial  judgment  of  the  natural 
mind,  its  old  experiences  and  wifdom,  which  are 
held  out  of  the  life,  can  never  availingly  invite  the 
wreftling  foul,  that  is  panting  after  the  pure  milk 
of  the  divine  word,  to  the  fountain  of  fpiritual 
confolation,  or  refrefh  the  chriftian  pilgrim  in  his 
journey  heaven-wards.  O  the  purity  of  that  life 
which  is  hid  with  Chrifi:  in  God  !  It  cannot  be 
fupported  but  by  the  flefh  and  blood,  the  virtue  or 
divine  nature  of  the  Son  \  nor  can  it  unite  with 
that  which  is  not  congenial  to  itfelf.  There  is  a 
miniftry  which,  like  the  whirlwind,  the  earthquake, 
and  the  fire,  makes  apparent  effects  upon  nature, 
ihakes  it,  throws  it  into  confufion,  and  kindles  it 
with  untempered  zeal ;  but  proves  very  deficient 
in  fettling  it  upon  the  fure  foundation  ;  or  intro- 
ducing it  into  that  reit  which  is  prepared  for  the 
people  of  God,  who  ceafe  from  all  their  own 
works  ;  or  teaching  it  to  diftinguiih  between  the 
voice  of  the  Shepherd,  and  the  voice  of  the  Gran- 
ger. Hence,  many,  otherwife  well  difpofed  minds, 
have  got  bewildered,  their  attention  diverted  from 
the  one  great  Object,  and  fixed  upon  facrifices  of 
their  own  ;  which,  in  time,  are  fo  depended  upon 
for  righteouiheft,  that  the  hunger  which  was  once 
begotten  decreaies,  and  the  ftate  of  the  church  of 
£,aodicea  becomes  theirs  \   growing  rich  and  full, 
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increafing  with  goods  and  in  need  of  nothing  v 
when  alas  !  though  fpecious  their  appearance,  their 
fituation  is  moft  wretched,  and,  in  the  light  of 
truth,  they  are  difcovered  to  ftand  in  need  of  every 
thing.  Under  thefe  confiderations,  my  mind  is 
often  inftrufted  in  the  neceffity  of  confiding  only 
in  the  Spring  of  life  itfelf,  and  approving  nothing 
as  religious,  but  what  comes  from  it,  or  is  under 
its  preparing,  fan&ifying  power  :  and  for  this  end, 
it  is  neceflary  to  be  very  watchful  over  the  activity 
of  felf,  that  the  fpirits  may  be  tried,  and  my  faith 
proved,  whether  it  is  grounded  and  eftablifhed 
upon  the  right  foundation,  or  is  of  that  fort  that 
wavers  and  floats  upon  any  imaginary  presentation, 
whereby  I  may  be  rendered  of  thofe  who  are  not 
to  expect  any  thing  at  the  hand  of  God,  James, 
i.  6,  7.  There  are  fo  many  ways  for  the  mind, 
when  it  is  off"  its  guard,  to  be  enfnared  either  into 
fenilble  darknefs,  or  a  righteoufnefs  of  its  own, 
which  is  worft  of  all,  that,  when  clothed  with  a 
fenfe  of  my  infirmity  and  weaknefs,  I  mourn  in  fpi- 
rit  •,  and  am  thankful  when,  in  a  grain  of  una- 
dulterated faith,  I  can  fay,  "  if  thou  wilt,  thou  canft 
"  make  me  clean,"  and  breathe  for  the  blefling  of 
prefefvation.  From  a  fear  of  being  inftrumental  in 
fettling  down  young  people  efpecially,  in  the  form 
of  godlinefs  without  the  power ;  and  urging  them  to 
an  appearance  which  might  create  felf-complacence, 
and  reconcile  them  to  an  apprehenfion,  that  they 
are  further  advanced  in  the  work  of  religion  than  is 
really  the  cafe  ;  I  have  often  forborne  to  drop  fiich 
advice  upon  the  fubject  of  drefs,  among  thofe  who 
were  inconfiftent  in  their  appearance,  as,  fome- 
times,  I  felt  the  teftimony  of  truth  to  dictate  ;  a 
F  3  departure 
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departure  from  true  Simplicity  herein  being  general- 
ly obvious.  At  large  meetings  particularly,  where 
friends  from  diftant  parts  are  collected,  there  is  a 
confiderable  appearance  of  inconsistency  in  clothing 
and  demeanour,  which,  with  many  other  things, 
indicate  a  love  of  the  world,  and  a  fellowfhip  with 
its  fpirit  ;  but  though  a  regulation  herein  is  only 
a  fmall  part  of  the  fruit  of  the  good  Tree,  yet  it  is 
as  aiTuredly  a  part,  as  the  more  ftriking  constituents 
of  a  christian.  "  Whatfoever  is  not  of  faith  is  fin," 
is  a  comprehenfive  truth,  which  neither  approves  an 
incenSiftent,  nor  a  plauiible  appearance  and  conduct, 
merely  as  iuch  ;  but  wholly  condemns  every  part  of 
our  lives  which  is  not  governed  by  the  redeeming 
Spirit  of  truth,  wherein  our  faith  Should  Stand  :  fo 
that,  to  attain  this  State,  to  live  under  the  righteous 
control  of  divine  monition,  is  I  apprehend  to  be  a 
follower  of  ChriSt,  under  whofe  fpiritual  baptilm  the 
precious  is  feparated  from  the  vile,  and  by  whofe 
fan,  the  chalT,  to  which  the  vanities  of  this  life  may 
be  compared,  will  flee,  and  leave  the  wheat,  for 
divine  protection,  in  the  heavenly  garner.  Feeling 
my  mind  drawn  to  a  little  folid  converfation  with  a 
young  woman,  to  whom  I  had  felt  near  unity,  and 
whom  I  believed  to  be  under  the  preparing  hand  for 
fervice,  but  diffident  in  fpirit,  and  a  fuitable  oppor- 
tunity offering,  I  accepted  it  ;  wherein  I  dropped 
a  little  matter  by  way  of  encouragement  to  her, 
in  her  filent  Sleppings  and  hidden  exercifes  ;  taking 
occafion  to  obferve,  that  as  fhe  had  hitherto  been 
preferved,  in  a  good  meafure,  independant  of  human 
confolations,  fo  I  wifhed  her  to  continue,  believing 
that  the  arm  of  omnipotence  was  moft  eminently  re- 
vealed to  us  in  this  State  of  Singlenefs,  under  fuch 
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ipiritual  provings  and  conflicts  as  are  eflentially  ne- 
ceflary  for  fanctification.  It  was  a  time  of  mutual 
comfort,  and  I  was  thankful  that  I  gave  up  to  it. 

At  Cardiff  we  met  again  our  beloved  brother  G. 
D.  which  both  he  and  we  rejoiced  at.  He  was 
much  favoured  in  feveral  of  the  meetings  efpecially 
the  publick  ones,  which  were  large  ;  but  my  dear 
companion  had  not  much  opennefs  for  publick  la- 
bour, till  the  laft  opportunity  with  friends  feleet ; 
when  fhe  was  ftrengthened  to  vifit  the  members  of 
our  fociety  in  a  memorable  manner  ;  which  with 
fome,  will  I  truft  be  as  a  nail  fattened  in  a  fure  place. 
In  our  way  from  Cardiff  to  Briftol,  to  which  we 
were  bound,  we  flopped  at  Newport  to  breakfaft, 
where  my  companion  and  G.  D.  felt  an  inclination 
to  have  a  publick  meeting,  which  was  readily  com- 
plied with,  and  held  in  a  room  in  the  inn  ;  many 
came  to  it,  and  it  was  a  favoured  opportunity.  We 
then  proceeded  on  our  journey,  crofTed  what  is 
called  the  new  paiTage,  and  reached  Briftol  late 
that  night.  We  met  with  a  hofpitable  reception 
from  Lydia  Hawkfworth,  with  whom  we  fojourned, 
and  next  day  I  went  with  my  companion  and 
Lydia,  to  fee  our  beloved,  honoured  friend  C. 
Phillips,  then  at  J.  Hipfley's  at  Congerfbury.  She 
was  in  a  languid  ftate  of  health,  which  in  fome 
degree  occafioned  a  depreffion  of  fpirits,  but  her 
beft  life  was  ftrong,  though  hid  from  herfelf  with 
Chrift  in  Gcd.  She  hath  been  a  faithful,  labori- 
ous fervant  in  the  church,  efpecially  under  the 
exercife  of  her  gift,  which  was  eminent  for  its 
purity,  its  copioufnefs,  and  clcarncfsj  diftinguifhing 
the  good  and  evil  trees  by  reprefenting  their  fruits 
F  4  in 
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in  their  true  light-  Her  miniftry  had  a  tendency, 
to  raife  into  dominion  the  pure  life,  and  in  fuppli- 
cation  fhe  hath  been  often  wonderfully  favoured 
with  near  accefs,  and  enabled  to  caft  down  every 
crown,  and  to  afcribe  worfhip  and  praife,  falvation 
and  ftrength,  to  the  Lord  God  and  the  Lantb. 
Since  my  mind  has  been  gracioufly  vifited  with  a 
fenfe  of  truth,  fuch  hath  been  my  fentiment  con- 
cerning this  great  and  good  woman  :  but  about 
two  years  ago,  to  my  humble  admiration,  in  a  fea- 
lon  of  great  proving  of  fpirit,  it  was  fo  renewed 
and  fealed  to  me,  the  inward  attraction  fo  ftrong, 
and  the  evidence  that  fhe  was  a  faithful  follower 
of-  the  Lamb,  fo  undoubted,  (a  language  fweetly 
flowing  through  my  mind,  u  I  have  chofen  her  and 
/lie  is  mine")  that  I  not  only  rejoiced,  and  was 
ftrengthened,  but  faw  the  abundant  fuperiority  of 
the  unfoldings  of  truth,  to  all  the  prepofTeflion  wc 
can  receive  from  the  experience  of  others;  my  want 
of  an  outward  acquaintance  with  her  being  thus 
amply  fupplied  by  the  gracious  condefcenfion  of 
the  Head  of  the  church,  who  wifely  and  myfteri- 
ou fly  unites  together  the  large  and  fmall  members 
of  His  body,  and,  by  fuch  connection,  makes  them 
more  ufeful  to  each  other  than  they  know  or  can 
of  themfelves  conceive.  Where  this  union  and 
fenfe  is  thus  received,  I  am  of  the  belief  that 
nothing  but  a  departure  from  the  divine  life, 
wherein  a  chriftian  fellowfhip  ftands,  can  ever  alter 
our  inward  feelings  towards  the  Lard's  anointed. 
Though  I  am  often  difmayed  at  the  fight  of  things 
within  and  without,  and  fince  the  time  alluded  to, 
have  been  ready  to  fay  in  mine  hafte,  €€  all  men 
are  liars  •,"  yet  it  was  matter  of  renewed  confolation 
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and  abafement  of  mind,  that  on  being  in  company 
with  our  beloved  friend,  C.  Phillips,  my  feelings 
refpecting  her  were  revived,  with  fweetnefs  and  re- 
joicing. But  thefe  were  mixed  with  an  inexprefiiblc 
fympathy,  and  fenfe  of  the  bufferings  and  floods 
of  the  dragon,  yea,  and  of  his  temptations  as  in  the 
wildernefs  -9  where,  though  me  hungered,  yet,  with 
unconquered  fortitude,  nobly  refilled  every  impor- 
tunity, to. command  the  ftones  to  be  made  bread. 
Having  fuffered  with  her  Lord  and  Mafter,  and  been 
preferved  through  many  temptations,  my  fecret  be- 
lief was  that  life  will  again  arife  abundantly  in  her, 
and  her  garments,  even  in  this  itate  of  mutability^ 
be  warned  and  made  white  in  the  blood  of  the  fuf- 
fering,  yet  victorious  Lamb.  And  oh!  how  did 
all  that  was  within  me  bow  under  this  perfuafion, 
and  under  a  fenfe  that  the  difciples  cf  Jefus  have, 
in  proportion  to  their  ftrength  and  gifts,  a  meafure 
of  afflictions  to  fill  for  their  own,  and  the  body's 
fake,  which  is  His  church.  Here  my  reflections  on 
myfelf  were  exceedingly  awful ;  I  confidered  that 
I  was  juft  entering  the  field,  unfkilled  in  war,  with 
the  armour  but  newly  put  on,  and  exceedingly  un- 
certain whether  I  fhall  not  fall  a  prey  to  mine  enemy. 
But  O  Lord  !  teach>  I  pray  thee,  mine  hands  to 
war,  and. my  fingers  to  fight,  even  the  good  fight . 
of  faith,  in  the  fufficiency  of  thy  power,  and  againft 
every  intrufion  of  my  own  ;  that  thou,  in  all  things 
mayft  be  glorified,  and  if  I  periih,  it  may  be  at 
thy  footftool ! 

The  yearly  meeting  at  Briftol  came  on,  and  raft- 
ed three  days.      It  afforded  many  opportunities  for  « 
fuffering,  and  deep  gloomy  exerciie,  to  thofe  who  - 
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travailed  in  fpirit  for  the  arifings  of  life,  which,  ne- 
verthelefs,  for  a  fhort  feafon,  in  divers  of  them,  fen- 
fibly  circulated  -,  but  it  feems  as  if,  for  want  of  vef- 
fels  rightly  prepared,  the  current  was  often  turned 
backward,  and  retired  again  into  obfcurity,  where 
a  baptized  number  endeavoured  patiently  to  dwell ; 
among  whom  was  my  beloved  companion,  who 
found  but  little  liberty  to  relieve  her  burdened  mind. 
The  firft  day  after  the  yearly  meeting  we  were  at 
Claverham  meeting,  which  was  a  favoured  inftruft- 
ive  opportunity,  and  returned  to  Briftol  to  their 
evening  meeting ;  at  the  conclufion  of  which,  mr 
companion  had  to  revive  the  meffage  fent  to  Heze- 
kiah,  and,  with  evident  ftrength  and  clearnefs,  to 
apply  it  to  fome  there.  A  young  man  who  was 
then  in  the  vigour  of  life,  was  foon  feized  with  an 
epidemick  fever,  and  in  a  few  weeks  removed  from 
this  ftage  of  mortality  •,  and  feveral  others  who  took 
the  diforder,  narrowly  efcaped  with  their  lives  ;  to 
whom  the  previous  admonition,  to  fet  their  houfes 
in  order,  was  likewife  feafonable.  Next  day  we  went 
to  Sudbury,  to  the  quarterly  meeting  for  Gloucefter 
and  Wilts.  Here  we  found  a  great  want  of  true 
zeal,  and  love  to  the  caufe  of  truth,  wherein  living 
members  are  united  in  harmonious  labour,  and  ce- 
mented together  in  the  covenant  of  life;  which  pre- 
ferves  from  a  clifpofition  that  would  look  only  to 
felfifh  things,  and  enlarges  the  heart  in  an  upright 
care  for  the  profperity  of  others.  From  Sudbury 
we  took  meetings  at  Bath,  Wefbury,  Lavington, 
Devizes,  Marlborough,  and  Uxbridge,  in  our  way 
to  London,  being  favoured  to  get  fafe  there  the 
thirty  firft  of  fifth  month,  which  afforded  us  a  few 
days  to  reft,  before  the  yearly  meeting  began.  This 
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meeting  opened,  to  thole  whofe  fpiritual  faculties 
were  alive  in  the  truth,  a  field  of  excrcifing  la- 
bour ;  wherein  a  fleady,  watchful  care  was  necef- 
farv  for  all  to  keep  to  their  own  ftations  and  voca- 
tions, with  an  attentive  eye  to  the  great  Matter  \  as 
a  bufy  indifcreet  interference  of  His  fervants,  ever 
interrupts  the  beautiful  order  and  profperity  of 
His  work.  The  felect  meetings  were  to  me,  as 
they  generally  are  at  our  yearly  meetings,  (though 
not  all  alike  attended  with  life)  feaibns  of  deep  in- 
ftruclion,  which  I  was  made  humblingly  fenfible 
could  not  be  the  cafe,  by  any  capacity  of  my  own 
to  render  them  fo,  but  by  being  admitted  (however 
undefervedly)  for  a  fhort  time,  by  the  Mafter  of 
aflemblies,  into  the  heavenly  treafury,  where  the 
faint's  provifion,  the  armour  of  righteoufnefs,  and 
the  juft  balance  of  the  fanctuary,  are  all  to  be 
found  ;  and  where,  as  we  deeply  and  quietly  abide, 
we  are  furniihed  with  an  unerring  perception  of 
what,  among  the  many  offerings  in  the  viiible  church, 
proceeds  from  the  divine  repofitory,  and  what  doth 
not  ;  fo  that  individuals  thus  gathered,  though  in 
an  obfeure  exercife,  may  fay  with  the  apoflle,  and 
which  I  heard  revived  in  one  of  thefe  meetings,  M  in 
every  thing  I  am  inftructed."  And  as  in  the  open- 
ing of  fpiritual  things,  and  being  favoured  in  fome 
degree  with  a  fenfe  of  truth,  refpecting  the  fubjects 
of  deliberation  which  come  before  thefe  meetings, 
the  natural  difpofition'  fometimes  prompts  us  to 
make  publick  remarks  confonant  with  our  feeHngs  ; 
I  have,  thus  far,  found  it  neceilary  to  fet  a  double 
watch  upon  this  fide,  leit  I  fhcr.M  ftcp  forward  un- 
bidden to  put  a  hand  to  the  ark,  (the  real  ftatc  of 
which  Uzza  faw  as  well  as  I)  and  h,  like  him,  un- 
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availingly  labour,  and  introduce  death  upon  myfelf  -r 
proving  unworthy  of  an  admittance  into  the  treafu- 
ry,  and  of  being  entrufted  with  divine  fecrets,  which 
are  not  to  be  revealed  but  in  the  divine  will,    and 
under  the  fenfible  direction  of  the  High  Prieft  of 
our  profeffion  ;  that  the  bread  which  we  minifter, 
being  given  us  by  Him,    may  alfo  be  blefled,    and 
that,  however  apparently  courfe  and  infufficient,  its 
efficacy  and  extenfive  ufefulnefs    may  abound  to 
thofe  who  are  fed,  and  redound  to  His  praife  whofc 
will  is  our  fanfrification.      As  an  attentive  care  on 
this  hand  is  necenfary>  I  likewife  perceived  a  dan- 
ger on  the  other,  when,  in  the  fimplicity  and  naked- 
nefs  of  truth,  and  confequently  unadorned  with  any 
thing  goodly  in  my  own  eyes,   a  right  feafon  has 
been  difcovered  to  exprefs  a  few  words,  and  through 
unprofitable  diffidence,  and  undervaluing  the  fmall- 
nefs  of  the  appearance,  I  have  put  by  thefe  little  open- 
ings to  duty.  This  was  more  than  once  the  cafe,  dur- 
ing the  fittings  of  the  feleft  meetings  this  year,  and 
which  contributed  to  my  own  increafing  weaknefs. 
So  that;>   whilft  we  are  defirous   to  keep  our  own 
hearts,  and  be  prefer ved  from  prodigality  in  impart- 
ing our  religious  feelings,  we  ought  alfo  to  ftand  re- 
signed to  the  fecret  intimations  of  truth,  in  order 
to  approve  ourfelves  good  ftewards  of  the  manifold 
grace  of    God  ;   advancing  from  one  degree  of  fa- 
vour,  acceptance,   and  communion  with  Him,   to 
another,    and  thus  become   eftablifhed  before  Him 
as  children  without  rebuke.      The  meetings  for  dis- 
cipline of  women  friends  became  exceedingly  weigh- 
ty to  me,  as  the  friend  who  was  clerk  laft  year  de- 
clined the  office,   and  my  name  was  mentioned  by 

divers 
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divers  for  that  fervice.  I  fought  to  object,  under 
an  awful  fenfe  of  the  weightinefs  of  that  ftation, 
efpecially  in  fo  large  and  newly  eftablifhed  a  meet- 
ing, and  with  the  feeblenefs  of  my  qualifications  for 
it ;  but  I  foon  felt  all  refiftance  chained  down  in 
me,  and  a  fecret,  fervent  breathing  begotten  for  that 
holy  afiiftance,  which  I  knew  to  be  fuperior  to  every 
effort  of  my  own  without  it :  for  though  a  degree 
of  exertion  is  neceflary,  and  the  natural  faculties  of 
mind  called  upon  to  fervice,  yet  I  faw  they  are  no 
longer  inftrumental  in  helping  forward  the  caufe  of 
truth  and  righteoufnefs,  than  whilft  they  are  actuat- 
ed by  divine  love  and  life,  and  abide  in  the  faith, 
without  the  government  of  which,  they  are  no  bet- 
ter than  founding  brafs,  and  a  tinkling  cymbal. 
Under  this  humbling  perfuafion,  I  took  my  feat, 
having  E.  T.  and  S.  D.  to  affift  ;  and  the  bufinefs 
of  the  meeting  opened,  which  proved,  in  the  feveral 
fucceeding  fittings,  a  profitable  fervice,  introducing 
women  friends,  more  generally  than  heretofore,  in- 
to an  exercife  on  their  own,  their  families,  and  the 
church's  account ;  for  want  of  which,  great  de- 
clenfion  from  the  virtue  of  true  religion,  and  the 
fimplicity  it  leads  into,  has  long  lamentably  fpread 
among  us  as  a  people*  And  fince,  in  the  turn- 
ings and  overturnings  of  the  great  Controller  of 
events,  a  women's  yearly  meeting  is  eftablifhed,  and 
for  thcfe  two  laft  years  hath  been  regularly  opened 
in  correfpondence  with  the  feveral  quarterly  meet- 
ings, in  order  more  deeply  to  enter  into  the  ftate  of 
fociety,  as  it  is  feen  in  the  truth,  a  neceflity  was 
evidently  difcovered  from  meeting  to  meeting,  for 
friends  to  encreafe  their  acquaintance  with  the  light, 
which  only  makes  manifeft,  and  without  which  our 

judgment 


128  THE       LIFE       OF 

judgment  is  exceedingly  imperfect  •,  and  when  this 
is  obtained,  not  only  to  work  in  it,  but  to  work 
wifely  in  it,  endeavouring  to  fupprefs  a  difpofition 
which  is  not  purely  intent  upon  reaching  the  wit- 
nefs  in  each  other,  even  when  under  the  neceffity 
of  humblingly  difplaying  that  chriftian  virtue,  of 
rendering  good  for  evil,  and  of  being  willing  to  en- 
dure all  things.  Chriftian  condefcenfion  is  one  of 
the  great  wheels  whereby  the  caufe  of  truth  is  ad- 
vanced, among  rightly  exercifed  members,  in  meet- 
ings for  difcipline.  When  a  burden  refts  on  the 
mind  of  any,  which  in  fimplicity  is  removed,  it  adds 
greatly  to  its  value,  and  recommends  it  to  thofe  to 
whom  it  is  offered,  when  fubmitted  in  the  fpirit  of 
true  meeknefs,  and  no  inclination  difcovered  to  urge 
that  out  of  the  truth,  which  at  firft  was  delivered 
with  the  favour  of  it  •,  even  though  it  may  feem  to 
undergo  perfecution,  by  that  wifdom  in  others  which 
is  from  beneath,  and  is  carnal ;  for  a  bleffing  be- 
longs to  thofe  who  rightly  endure  perfecution,  and 
being  reviled,  revile  not  again.. 

To  difcriminate  between  our  own  fpirit s,  and 
a  right  zeal  when  contending  for  the  faith,  requires 
great  finglenefs  of  heart,  and  opennefs  to  felf-con- 
viction,  which  I  have  forrowfully  obferved  too  few 
arrive  at,  or  dwell  in-,  and  hence  we  are  deprived 
of  an  increafe  in  the  increafe  of  God,  the  fruit- 
bearing  branches  not  being  fo  effectually  purged, 
as  to  enable  them  to  bring  forth  more  good  fruit. 
— O  the  beauty  of  the  living  branches,  when  they 
abide  in  the  vine,  draw  their  fap  from  the  root, 
and  retain  only  an  holy  emulation  with  each 
other !    a  preferving  canopy  would  fuch  form  in 

meetings 
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meetings  for  difcipline,  as  well  as  worfhip,  and 
many  who  are  light  in  their  fpirits,  refembling  the 
fowls  of  the  air,  would  be  induced  to  lodge  under 
it.  No  boafting,  no  felf-feeking,  no  fpirit  that 
would  rend  or  tear  the  tender  feelings  of  any  fee- 
ble traveller,  could  here  have  any  place  ;  becaufe 
being  branches  which  bring  not  forth  good  fruit, 
they  are  cut  off  and  caft  into  the  fire.  But  as, 
in  the  prefent  mixed  ftate  of  things,  and  efpecially 
in  thefe  meetings,  where  friends  are  untrained  to 
the  publick  exercife  of  their  gifts,  and  unaccus- 
tomed to  fit  under  a  diverfity  of  fentiments,  occa- 
fions  cannot  fail  of  being  furnifhed  for  the  trial  of 
chriftian  virtues,  I  was  renewedly  convinced,  of 
the  neceflity  which  thofe  who  act  in  the  ftation  of 
clerks  have  to  be  clear  in  their  views,  by  dwelling 
near  enough  to  the  fpirit  of  the  gofpel,  fo  as  to 
receive  qualifications  therefrom,  in  pure  wifdom,  to 
ftrengthen  or  make  way  for  that  lowly  plant  which 
is  righteous,  and  boafts  not  itfelf  in  the  garden  of 
the  Lord  ;  but  to  which  the  promife  and  blefiing 
belong,  "  for  all  the  trees  of  the  field  lhall  know, 
that  I,  the  Lord,  have  brought  down  the  high 
tree,  and  exalted  the  low  tree,  have  dried  up  the 
green  tree,  and  caufed  the  dry  tree  to  flourilh  •," 
yea,  the  valleys  are  exalted  and  the  mountains  re- 
duced, when  the  feed  of  immortal  life  reigns,  and 
fways  its  pure  fceptre  in  the  aflemblies  of  the  peo- 
ple of  God.  The  attention  of  my  mind  was,, 
therefore,  fecretly  attracted  to  the  Father  of  lights, 
by  whofe  powerful  difcoveries  I  faw  myfelf ;  and 
notwithftanding  the  bufinefs  of  the  meeting  almoft 
conftantly  employed  me,  yet  I  was  favoured  to  feel 
a  frequent  abftra&ednefs,  and  ample  opportunities, 

under 
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under  a  prevailing  fenfe  of  my  own  weaknefs,  fer- 
vently to  petition  the  Lord  to  be  with  my  fpirit, 
to  keep  me  patient  in  my  prefent  employ,  meek 
in  my  demeanour,  and  truly  a  fervant  to  His  caufe 
and  people.  And  I  may  with  thankfulnefs  ac- 
knowledge, to  the  praife  of  His  grace,  which  is 
fufficient  for  all  the  wants  of  His  children,  that,, 
however  deficient  in  many  refpe&s  for  the  ftation, 
I  comfortably  felt  divine  ftrength  and  wifdom 
underneath  ;  whereinthe  precious  unity  of  the  one 
fpirit,  not  only  with  the  prefent,  but  divers  abfent 
friends,  confolated  my  often  drooping  mind.  Not- 
withftanding  the  foregoing  obfervations,  the  meet- 
ings, Jn  general,  were  attended  with  living  virtue, 
and. the  humble  travailers  refreshed  and  inftructed 
therewith. 

After  the  yearly  meeting  was  over,  my  hufband 
and  I  ftaid  a  few  days  about  London,  as  did  my 
beloved  companion  R.  J.  to  whom  I  dill  felt  bound 
in  the  fervice  which  fhe  was  engaged  in-,  and 
therefore  fet  out  again  with  her  for  the  weftern 
counties,  the.  feventeenth  of  the  fixth  month. 
We  took  the  meetings  of  Staines,  Bafingftoke, 
Whitchurch,  Andover,  Salifbury,  Rumfey,  and 
Ringwood,  in  our  way  to  Fordingbridge,  where 
the  quarterly  meeting  for  Hampfhire  was  held. 

It  was  a  time  of  fome  degree  of  favour  and  en-r 
couragement,  to  a  few  honeft-hearted  friends  in 
that  county  ^  fome  of  whom  are  under  a  renewed 
vifitation  of  divine  mercy.  From  hence  we  went 
to  the  quarterly  meeting  of  Dorfet,  held  at  Pool  \ 
in  which  my  dear  companion  was  enabled  to  di£- 

charge 
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charge  her  exercifed  mind  of  a  load  which  fhe 
found  there,  in  a  powerful  manner  ;  the  ftate  of 
that  county  being  very  low,  the  living  fcarcely  able 
to  bear  the  dead.  We  then  proceeded  to  the 
meetings  of  Shaftfbury,  Marnhill,  Sherborne,  and 
Yeovil,  where  my  dear  hufband  left  us  intending 
for  Briftol,  and  from  thence  to  Ireland.  On  this 
occafion,  I  felt  a  fecret  breathing  for  the  continu- 
ance of  the  Lord's  protecting  providence,  both 
with  refpe£l  to  the  fafety  of  the  body,  and  the 
prefervation  of  our  minds  in  His  fear,  and  an 
increafe  in  His  favour. 

From  Yeovil  we  went  to  Puddemore,  Long- 
futton,  Ilminfter,  Chard,  Bridport,  and  fo  to  Exe- 
ter, where  we  found,  as  in  fome  of  the  foregoing 
places,  a  few  innocent,  concerned  friends  •,  but  the 
want  of  that  baptifm  which  initiates  into  the  church 
of  Chrift,  builds  up  the  members  into  a  fpiritual 
houfe,  a  holy  temple  in  the  Lord,  where  He  pre- 
fides  and  minifters,  was  fenfibly  felt ;  and  yet  the 
language  of  encouragement  to  prefs  forward  to 
this  ftate,  appeared  to  us  to  be  the  language  of 
truth.  In  general,  the  fpirit  of  the  world,  though 
often  difguifed,  fo  much  prevails,  that  before  the 
right  foundation  can  be  difcovered,  a  fpecious  pile 
of  buildings  wants  pulling  down;  and  therefore 
for  minifters  rightly  to  viflt  meetings  and  indivi- 
duals in  this  ftate,  requires  foundnefs  of  judgment, 
ftrength  in  the  pure  faith,  patient  perfeverance  and 
righteous  zeal ;  all  of  which,  when  I  fee  myfelf,  I 
feel    the    want    of.#        We    ftaid    their   flrft    day 

meeting 

*  The  following  paflages  are  extracted  from  her 
letters  gth  of  7th  month,  j  786.     As  I  trift  oar 
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meeting  at  Exeter,  and  then  went  to  Kingfbridge, 
taking  a  little  meeting  at  Newton  Bufhel  in  our 

way, 

alliance  to  each  other  in  fpirit,  is  ftronger  than  the  ties 
of  nature,  it  is  not  (we  may  conclude)  inconfiftent 
therewith,  to  impart  to  each  other  without  ftraitnefs, 
in  the  circulation  of  mutual  love  and  renewed  fympathy ; 
for  without  this  quickening  experience,  all  our  commu- 
nications muft  be  lifelefs  and  inf-pid.  How  excellent 
is  the  life  of  truth  !  the  want  of  it  in  myfelf,  and  in 
others,  is  a  daily  burden  to  my  mind  ;  and  the  burden 
bearers,  in  places  where  we  come,  being  very  few,  ren- 
ders it  ftill  more  heavy. — To  fay  that  the  ftate  of  the  fo- 
ciety  is  low  in  thefe  v/eftern  parts,  is  fo  general,  and  fo  juft 
a  complaint,  that  there  is  a  danger  of  its  being  taken  up 
without  feeling  fufficiently  the  fpirit  of  mourning. 

-"  Thirteenth  of  7th  month   1786.      We  en- 


deavour quietly  to  get  forward  ;  and  by  the  continued  fuf- 
taining  evidence,  that  the  beft  ilrength  is  gracioufly 
near  to  affift  in  the  needful  time,  and  the  blefling  which 
makes  truly  rich  fometimes  revealed  in  the  midit  of  our 
poverty,  we  are  preferved,  thus  far,  in  a  degree  of  thank- 
fulnefs  to  the  great  Supplier  of  all  the  neceflities  of  His 
people  ;  though  often  attended  with  the  fpirit  of  mourning 
over  the  fcattered  remnant  of  a  once  Hourifhing  heritage. 
Though  in  fome  places  there  is  but  little  to  vifit,  yet  not 
being  a  people  wholly  given  up  to  reproach,  and  the  pure 
feed  ftill  groaning  for  deliverance,  a  little  room  is  left  to 
labour ;  and  here  and  there  an  exercifed  member  dwells, 
with  whom,  whenever  they  were  found,  our  minds  could 
not  but  dip  into  near  fympathy  ;  fo  that  any  little  opening 
to  fervice,  in  fuch  defolate  places,  ought  not  to  be  de- 
clined, but  rather  cherimed  in  confidence  that  the  good 
Hufbandman  will  again  plough  and  fow  His  plantation, 
and  blefs  the  labour  of  thofe  He  puts  forth.  I  cannot 
fay  that  this  is  an  expectation  which  hath  abundantly  at- 
tended my  mind,  in  our  palling  along  ;  but,  juft  as  1  write, 
a  little  hope  is  renewed,  that  the  vineyard  will  again 
profper  by  a  right  and  neccffary  extirpation  of  the  briers, 
the  thorns,  and  the  noxious  weeds  ;  and,  by  an  holy  cul- 
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way,  and  to  Plymouth,  where  we  attended  their 
monthly  meeting  ;  which  is  in  fo  weak  a  ftate,  as 
to  be  far  fhort  of  fupporting  the  dignity  of  chrif- 
tian  difcipline  in  its  own  fpirit ;  and  this  is  lament- 
ably the  cafe  in  many  other  places.  It  is  only  as 
the  gathered  churches  become  fenfible  of  their  de- 
plorable flotation,  look  beyond  their  own  natural 
abilities,  to  the  well  of  life  in  themfelves,  and  get 
low  enough  to  draw  water  thereout,  that  a  refto- 
ration  of  the  power  will  be  witnefTed,  which  is 
Jefus  in  the  midft  of  them.  We  alio  attended 
their  meetings  the  firft  day  following,  which  were 
deeply  exercifing  \  but  our  gracious  Helper  was 
near,  ftrengthening  to  an  honeit  labour  •,  wherein 
the  right  way  to  the  kingdom,  was  proved  to  be 
widely  different  from  that  wherein  many  are  walk- 
ing ;  and  under  this  help,  a  degree  of  holy  folem- 
nitv  was  felt." 


In  addition  to  the  preceding  journal,  which 
appears  to  be  left  fhort  of  the  vilit,  the  following 
extracts  have  been  made  from  her  letters  ;  which, 
though  not  containing  a  regular,  continued  ac- 
count, may  afford  further  information  and  in- 
ftruction. 

"  The 


tivation,  be  prepared  for  the  true  plants,  wherever  fcat- 
tered,  being  enclofed  within  divine  protection,  and  ren- 
dered fruitful  in  holinefs,  fo  as  to  be  fitted  to  receive  the 
heavenly  Vifitant,  and  made  able  to  endure  the  northern 
and  the  fouthern  blafts.  O  that  this  hope  may  not  perifh, 
but  prove  true  in  a  future  day,  when  the  earth  is  fhaken 
of  her  reft  ! 
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The  prefent  journey  with  my  beloved 


friend,  has  been  a  frefh  trial  of  the  uprightnefs  of 
my  defire  after  dedication ;  for  after  returning  from 
Ireland,  I  earneftly  fought  quietude  and  obfcurity, 
to  fettle  down  among  my  valuable  connections  and 
enjoy  their  fociety,  or  the  benefits  of  folitude  •,  but 
the  reward  of  peace  was  not  the  attendant  of  thefe 
profpects  *,  nor  did  the  cloud  appear  to  reft  upon 
my  tabernacle  :  the  words,  "  Time  is  fhort,"  were 
deeply  inferibed  upon  my  heart,  fo  that  one  thing 
or  other  bid  me  take  a  few  more  fteps  in  the  tribu- 
lated  path  of  gofpel  obedience," 

"  I  have  felt  myfelf  thefe  few  days  back, 


as  near  the  end  of  my  prefent  commiffion,  my  faith, 
patience,  and  every  chriftian  virtue,  as  to  the  point 
of  land  before  us  ;  and  being  fo  far  from  home, 
aggravates  the  profpecl:,  and  gives  me  very  much 
the  feeling  of  a  pelican  in  the  wildernefs,  out  of 
the  reach  of  almoft  any  other  help,  fave  that  holy 
Arm  which  leads  about  and  inftructs,  in  what  ap- 
pears to  us  the  moft  deferted  fituation,  and  more- 
over hath  promifed  to  keep  as  the  apple  of  the 
eye. 

"  Could  I  believe  myfelf  to  be  one  thus  provided 
for,  and  to  whom  the  arm  of  power  will  continue 
to  be  extended,  fome  of  my  fecret  cogitations  would 
be  lefs  painful  and  gloomy,  and  with  greater  plea 
fantnefs,  I  could  advance  forward,  though  in 
tribulated  way.  From  Plymouth  we  came  intc 
Cornwall,  taking  Germains,  Looe,  Liflcard,  Aufte 
and  Mevageffey  meetings,  in  our  way  to  Falmoutl 
where,  and  in  its  neighbourhood,  we  have  met  wit! 

fome 
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fome  valuable  friends.  In  thefe  weftern  counties 
through  which  we  have  come,  viz.  Hampfhire, 
Dorfetfhire,  Somerfetfhire,  and  Devonfhire,  the 
fociety,  as  to  the  circulation  of  that  life  which  we 
profefs  to  be  feeking  the  influence  of,  is  indeed 
lamentably  low.  A  worldly  fpirit  and  a  ftate  that 
is  neither  hot  nor  cold,  greatly  prevails  j  fo  that 
the  few  living  members  (for  there  is  here  and  there 
one)  are  fcarcely  able  to  lift  the  ftandard  of  truth, 
or  revive  the  remembrance  of  the  law.  But  in  this 
county,  viz.  Cornwall,  things  are  better  ;  a  right 
zeal  having  fprung  up  in  divers,  to  fearch  into  the 
real  ftate  of  the  church,  and  what  is  more,  a  care 
firft  to  fearch  themfelves  ;  an  exercife  greatly  want- 
ed among  active  members  in  many  places.  C.  P.'s 
labours  in  thefe  parts  have  been,  we  think,  emi- 
nently bleffed  -y  and  the  good  effects  of  fuch  a  faith- 
ful difcharge  of  duty,  and  bearing  a  fteady,  uniform 
teftimony  to  the  truth,  and  againft  error,  would, 
there  is  no  doubt,  oftener  be  found,  if  that  was 
oftener  tried.  We  get  but  flowly  forward  fince  we 
came  into  this  county  •,  for  though  I  have  mention- 
ed fome  good  in  it,  yet  we  find  it  clofe  exercifing 
work,  to  get  clearly  down  to  the  good  thing  alluded 
to  ;  and  have  ftaid  longer  in  places  hereabouts, 
than  any  where  before.  Yefterday  was  trying  to 
my  almoft  worn  out  mind  ;  my  companion  got  a 
little  relieved  in  the  morning,  but  I  faw  no  way  for 
myfelf  all  the  day,  though  under  a  great  weight ; 
but  fo  it  is,  we  need  patience  and  fubjection  in  fuch 
times,  left  we  move  before  the  waters  have  rifen  to 
the'.r  appointed  height." 

((Wc 
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_ .«  We  have  been  favoured  to  get  along 

without  accidents,  and  have  to  acknowledge  that, 
many  ways,  we  are  helped  beyond  our  frequent  ex- 
pectation ;  finding,  (as  we  fuppofe  others  do)  dis- 
couragements on  the  right  hand,  and  on  the  left ; 
which,  if  furrered  to  prevail,  would  foon  deftroy 
that  little  grain  of  efficacious  faith  which  removes 
mountains,  and  without  which,  however  we  may 
labour  and  wafte  our  ftrength,  fuch  mountains  of 
difficulty  and  unfruitfulnefs,  as  the  chriftian  travel- 
ler meets  with,  can  never  be  removed.  How  ne- 
ceffary  is  it  then  to  fight  the  good  fight  of  faith  : 
that  fo,  when  pure  life  is  circulating,  inftead  of 
knowing  it  not,  we  may  be  ftrengthened  to  lay  hold 
of  it,  and  to  experience  the  inner  man  fo  renewed 
in  us,  as  to  actuate  every  fervice. — Here  we  fee  our 
own  infufficiency,  and  how  unavailing  it  is  to  de- 
pend upon  our  ftrength  and  judgment,  in  things 
belonging  to  ourfelves  or  others." 

-"  I  have  been  at  meeting  this  morning  at 


Collumpton,  a  fmall  gathering  of  lukewarm  profef- 
fors,  in  the  general ;  but  a  few  folid  young  people 
afforded  a  comfortable  profpect  for  the  future. 
Silence  was  my  lot  here  •,  but  my  fpirit  was  deeply 
humbled,  in  feeling  the  baptizing  virtue  of  truth 
near  to  purify  my  vefTel,  which  I  efteem  more  than 
the  faireft  qualifications  for  publick  fervice ;  and  am 
more  and  more  led  fecretly  to  fupplicate  the  increafe 
of  this  folid  experience  and  ability,  to  endure  with 
chriftian  firmnefs  and  patience  thofe  difpenfations 
by  which  it  is  obtained.  Neverthelefs,  I  am  often 
deeply  tried  in  religious  meetings,  with  fuch  exceed- 
ing great  ftrippednefs  of  good,  and   intruilon  of 

thoughts 
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thoughts  which  I  by  no  means  approve  there,  that 
I  mourn  under  it  ;  and  when  any  thing  opens, 
which  appears  like  a  difcovery  of  truth,  to  give  it 
to  others  when  I  am  ready  to  perifh  with  hunger 
myfelf,  is  almoft  irreconcileable  ;  efpecially  when 
after  giving  up  to  it,  I  find  myfelf  as  poor  when 
a  meeting  breaks  up,  as  when  it  began.  I  can 
hardly  defcribe  what  I  fecretly  fuffer  from  meet- 
ing to  meeting,  on  this  account ;  fo  that  when  I 
am  favoured  with  a  fenfible  evidence,  of  the  fanc- 
tifying  power  of  the  Minifter  of  minifters  yet 
dwelling  in  mine  earthen  veflel,  abundantly  doth 
my  foul  acknowledge,  that  the  excellency  of  the 
power  is  not  of  us,  but  of  Him,  and  that  he  hath 
a  right  to  reveal  it  when  and  how  he  pleafeth." 

She  attended  the  circular  meeting  at  Gloucefter, 
in  the  ninth  month  ;  from  whence  flie  returned 
pretty  directly,  into  Yorkfhire,  and  was  at  the 
quarterly  meeting  for  that  county.  In  the  fore- 
part of  the  tenth  month,  fhe  proceeded  with  G. 
D.  and  others  to  the  County  of  Durham,  and 
attended  the  quarterly  meeting  there.  Of  thefe 
fervices,  no  remarks  can  be  added,  as  there  does 
not  appear  any  thing  material  of  her  own  preferr- 
ed on  thefe  occafions. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP.        V. 

Family  Viftt  at  Sheffield.— Her  Illnefs  there.— Confi- 
deration  of  removing  into  Ireland. — Journey  ints 
Lincoln/hire. — Removal  to  Ireland. — Journey  int$ 
Holland^   Germany  and  France. 

IN  the  firft  month  1787,  fhe  was  engaged  with 
Reb.  Jones  and  others,  in  a  religious  vifit  to  the 
families  of  friends  at  Sheffield  •,  concerning  which 
flie  writes  as  follows  : 

The  vifit  here  is  got  through,  and  I  hope 

profitably  fo  to  many,  and  efpecially  the  youth,  of 
whom  here  are  great  numbers ;  fome  of  the  appren- 
tices are  very  raw,  but  others  feem  turning  about 
with  defire  to  find,  and  make,  the  right  purchafe. 
They  are  indeed,  altogether,  a  great  load  of  care 
upon  the  fhepherds  and  fhepherdefles  in  this  place, 
whofe  concern  I  hope  is  increafing.  It  is  pleafant  to 
find  increafing  unity  and  opennefs  among  rightly 
concerned  friends  in  this  place,  and  that  love  which 
cafteth  out  fear. 

At  the  clofe  of  this  family  vifit,  fhe  was  taken 
very  ill,  with  a  heavy  cold  and  an  inflammation  of 
the  lungs.  This  diforder  continued  for  feveral 
weeks,  during  which  fhe  was  brought  very  low  in 
body  and  mind.  But  the  great  Phyfician,  on  whom 
appeared  to  be  her  fole  dependance,  faw  meet  to 
raife  her  again,  and  to  renew  a  confiderable  por- 
tion of  health  and  ftrength.  Of  this  illnefs,  and 
the  exercife  of  her  mind  under  it,  as  well  as  of 

her 
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her  feelings  in  the  review  of  it,  fome  account  will 
be  conveyed,  by  the  following  extracts  from  her 
letters,  written  whilft  ihe  was  on  the  recovery. 

1  am  now  favoured  with  ability  to  anfwer 


your  folicitude  myfelf,  and  fay,  that  the  account  you 
had  of  my  illnefs  was,  I  apprehend,  not  worfe  than 
the  reality  ;  having  been  reduced  to  the  gates  of 
death  to  all  appearance,  with  an  inflammation  of  my 
lungs,  which  had  been  approaching  fome  weeks,  and 
arrived  at  an  awful  criiis  \  at  which  time,  by  the 
merciful  interpolation  of  the  good  Phyfician,  the 
diforder  took  a  favourable  turn,  and  opened  again 
my  profpe&s  to  this  mixed  ftate  of  things.  My 
bodily  affliction  was  great,  but  the  conflicts  and 
gloomy  exercifes  of  my  mind,  were  not  lefs,  being 
involved  in  all  the  weaknefs  and  infufficiency  of  hu- 
man nature,  in  endeavouring  to  attain  to  the  fpring 
of  pure  confolation,  at  the  fame  time  that,  in  uner- 
ring wifdom,  it  was  fealed  in  my  view :  fo  that,  upon 
the  whole,  it  was  a  feafon  of  deep  proving,  and,  I 
humbly  truft,  lafting  inftru<ftion  5  by  rendering  more 
flngle  the  attention  of  my  mind  to  divine  difcoveries, 
whereby  our  duty  is  feen,  and  ftrength  to  perform  it 
acceptably  received.  To  be  found  faithful  in  the 
great  work  of  the  prefent  life,  is  an  object  of  fuch 
magnitude,  that  all  things  elfe  appear  comparative- 
ly trifling,  when  we  are  looking  into  a  ftate  of 
eternal  duration. 


The  ways  of  wifdom    are   a  great  deep, 

and  the  defigns  of  removing  from,  or  reftoring  to, 
this  uncertain  and  probationary  ftate  of  beiiij 
often   for   purpofes    which   require  a  daily  v  a 
G 
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for,  and  dependance  upon  the  unfoldings  of  pure 
inflruclion,  in  order  profitably  to  difcover  them. 
I  confider  this  to  be  my  own  cafe,  and  often  re- 
member a  remark  of  J.  Woolman's  to  a  friend, 
perhaps  fimilarly  circumftanced,  "  do  we  (fays  he) 
get  through  with  great  difficulty,  and  yet  recover ; 
He  requires  that  we  fhould  be  purged  from  drofs, 
and  our  ear  opened  to  difcipline." 

I  am  favoured  to   continue   recovering, 


though  often  reminded  that  in  every  fenfe  I  am  a 
poor  weak  creature,  and  under  abundant  neceffity 
to  hold  faft  the  little  ftrength  I  have,  and  patient- 
ly wait  for  the  renewings  of  that  life  which  quick- 
ens, and  gives  joy  in  the  fpiritual  creation.  But 
I  am  ftill  too  carnally  minded,  too  much  difpofed 
to  look  outward,  and  too  little  to  prefs  through 
the  oppofition  of  nature,  to  that  true  weight inefs  of 
fpirit  which  I  earneftly  fought  for  in  a  late  feafon 
of  adverfity.  Thefe  things  convince  us  that,  in  order 
to  win  the  crown  in  view,  we  muft  fight  the  good 
fight,  and  wreftle  for  that  faith  which  only  gives 
the  victory. 

The  fubject  of  their  removing  into  Ireland,  and 
fettling  there,  had  for  a  confiderable  while,  en- 
gaged her  iblid  confederation  •,  and  the  propriety 
of  that  undertaking  was  about  this  time  attended 
with  fuch  clearnefs  to  her  own  mind,  and  that  of 
her  hufband,  that  they  apprehended  the  time  was 
near  for  their  departure  from  this  land.  Divers 
of  her  letters  written  on  this  occafion,  fhew  her 
fenfe  of  the  importance  of  this  meafure,  and  how 
great  and   exemplary  was  her   concern,   that  they 

mirht 


SARAH       GRUBB.  141 

might  be  directed  wifely  and  fafely  concerning  it. 
The  following  have  been  felected  from  them. 

Our  minds  have  been  under  frequent. 


and  fometimes,  unprofitable  concern  how  to  dif- 
pofe  of  ourfelves.  There  feems  an  abundance  of 
places  to  choofe  from,  both  in  Ireland  and  here  ; 
but  to  know  our  right  lot,  is  what  we  are  both 
deflring  fingly  to  ftand  open  to  the  difcovery  of,  if 
conveyed  to  us  ever  fo  fimply  ;  the  light  which 
manifefts  it,  be  it  ever  fo  fmall,  will,  I  believe,  fa- 
tisfy  our  fafting  minds.  We  have  need  to  be  re- 
duced low,  that  we  may  fo  obtain  the  knowledge 
of  the  divine  will,  as  cheerfully  to  yield  obedience 
thereto.  Though  we  think  we  have  waited  long 
for  inftruction,  yet  as  our  opinions,  of  ourfelves 
efpecially,  are  often  very  fallacious,  it  is  not  im- 
poflible  but  we  are  far  from  that  ftate  of  felf-no- 
thingnefs  and  dependance,  which  I  am  fometimes 
ready  to  hope  we  are  on  the  brink  of.  We  are  at 
prefent  quite  unbound  to  any  place  ;  perhaps  to 
have  no  place  of  abode  is  the  lot  defigned  us  *,  a 
lot  that  much  oppofes  my  inclination,  but  if  right, 
however  trying,  it  muft  be  fubmitted  to,  and  its 
eonfequences  likewife,  as  the  requirings  of  the  day. 

My  mind  has  of  late  looked  with  more 


clearnefs  than  before,  towards  Ireland.    It  has  been 
a  fubject  of  consideration,    attended    air 
much  j   and  now  that  I  am  apprehenfive  1 

feen  a  right  openii  ds  it,   I  with  to  be 

rved  from  looking  back,  or  entering  into  un- 
profitable considerations   bout  it 
the  matter  at  prefent,  on 
G   2 
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coveries  of  more  light,  either  for  or  againft  it,  and 
ref petting  the  right  time  of  moving,  or  of  not 
moving  at    all,  which  I  know   to   be  the  fituation 

of  my  hufbancTs  mind   refpecting  it. I  well 

know,  that  except  we  are  in  our  right  places,  we 
can  have  no  true  enjoyment  or  expectation  of  fup- 
port  under,  or  the  bleffing  upon,  our  allotted  por- 
tion of  fuffering;  and  we  have  proved  both  lands 
to  have  in  them  their  ihare  of  trials  and  probations ; 
and  know  that  things  which  look  the  moft  plea- 
fant  in  either,  may  foon,  as  fome  of  them  have  al- 
ready at  times  been,  be  embittered,  and  fhaded 
with  gloom.  I  wifh  however  to  number  my  blefE- 
ings,  for  they  are  many,  and  far  beyond  my  de- 
ferts. 

I  often  wifh  that  I  could  learn  to  be  ftill 


when  I  have  nothing  to  do,  and  inftead  of  {train- 
ing my  eyes  in  the  dark,  and  watching  the  breaking 
of  the  day,  to  dwell  quietly  in  the  ward  all  night, 
believing  in  the  light,  and  obediently  working  there- 
in. The  outward  day  breaks  gradually  upon  us, 
and  experience  teaches  us  the  certain  indication  of 
its  approach,  a  dawning  of  light,  which  we  are  not 
apt  to  difbelieve,  nor  doubt  that  the  meridian  of  it 
will  come  in  due  time.  And  as  in  the  outward, 
we  cannot  haften  that  time,  no  more  can  we  with 
refpeft  to  divine  illuminations.  Does  it  not  there- 
fore, remain  to  be  our  bufinefs,  to  wait  for  the 
light  when  a  little  of  it  appears,  to  believe  in  it, 
and  that  the  fulnefs  of  the  day  will  come,  though 
we  do  not  now  fee  it ;  remembering  that,  "  blefTed 
are  they  that  have  not  feen,  and  yet  have  believed.1 
This  is  what  I  apprehend  to  be  right  to  do,    and 

what 
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what  I  wifh  to  attain;  but  I  would  by  no  means  in- 
sinuate, that  I  confidently  believe  myfelf  to  have 
arrived  at  it,  in  the  profpect  of  removing  to  Ireland ; 
meaning  only,  that  after  a  ftate  of  anxiety,  and 
tofling  about  with  every  wind  of  the  fentiments  of 
others,  I  feemed  to  get  into  resignation's  harbour.  I 
am  however  willing  to  ftand  open  to  further  convic- 
tion ;  and  if  the  will  mould  be  gracioufly  accepted 
for  the  deed,  my  poor  bark  excufed  the  expofure, 
and  my  dear  R.  G.  fatisfied,  (which  I  do  not 
doubt  if  it  is  right)  it  will  not  be  an  unpleafant 
releafe  from  an  engagement  to  which  I  now  feel 
myfelf  rather  bound  :  for  there  are  many  in  this 
nation,  and  in  our  own  county,  (fetting  afide  my 
near  relatives  after  the  flefli)  to  whom  I  am  clofe- 
ly  attached,  and  from  whom  nature  will  flinch  to 
part  ;  but  there  are  alfo  divers  of  this  clafs  in  Ire- 
land, whofe  friendfliip  will,  if  my  refidence  there 
be  right,  greatly  repair  the  lofs,  and  tend  to 
fmooth  the  other  wife  rugged  path.  This  is  look- 
ing at  fecondary  caufes,  a  view  which  I  do  not 
wifli  often  to  take;  becaufe  to  be  in  the  place 
affigned,  (whether  I  was  known  of  mortals  or 
not)  where  the  great  work  of  fancYification  and 
acceptance  in  divine  favour  is  going  forward, 
would,  I  am  fatisfied,  afford  a  peace  fuperior  to 
all  human  confolations,  and  enable  the  truly  abafed 
mind  nobly  to  fay,  "  Although  the  fig-tree  fhall 
not  blofibm,  neither  fhall  fruit  be  in  the  vines  ; 
the  labour  of  the  olive  fhall  fail,  and  the  fields 
fhall  yield  no  meat ;  the  flock  fhall  be  cut  off  from 
the  fold,  and  there  fhall  be  no  herd  in  the  fulls  ; 
yet  I  will  rejoice  in  the  Lord,  I  will  joy  in  the 
God  of  my  faivation  :"  a  glorious  experience  wor- 
G  3  thy 
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thy  our  afpiring  after  !  Whatever  has  a  tendency 
to  loofen  our  affections  from  mixed  Streams  of 
refreshment,  and  centre  them  in  the  great  Source, 
the  well  in  ourfelves  fpringing  up  unto  everlafting 
life,  I  apprehend  more  truly  qualifies  for  Service, 
than  a  fltuation  replete  with  opportunities,  for  the 
increafe  of  human  wifdom  and  activity  in  the  vifi- 
ble  church  •,  which  never  fail  to  have  in  them 
their  fnares,  by  gratifying  felf,  if  given  way  to, 
in  one  fhape   or  other. 

What  I  have  felt  at  times  on  the  Subject 


of  our  removal,  cannot  be  eafily  deScribed;  divine 
fiipport  and  direction,  if  fingly  fought  to,  under 
the  weight  of  it,  will  be  found  Sufficient  to  Suftain, 
and  open  the  right  way  ;  but  I  apprehend  that  our 
fmall  grain  of  faith,  may  meet  with  many  trials 
and  bufferings  in  our  future  Steppings  ;  and  oh 
that  we  may  never  make  fhipwreck  thereof! 

May  the  Staff  of  Ifrael  be  our  fupport,  Separately 
and  together,  and  may  we  have  no  other  depend- 
ance,  is  the  Secret  petition  of  my  mind  ;  for,  in  the 
undertaking  before  us,  we  may  fay,  that  with  our 
ftaff'  only  we  are  paffing  over  this  Jordan. 

Having  come  to  a  conclusion  respecting  their  re- 
moval into  Ireland,  and  obtained  the  concurrence  of 
their  monthly  meeting,  they  proceeded  to  York  and 
attended  the  quarterly  meeting  there;  from  whence, 
after  taking  a  folemn  and  affecting  leave  of  their  near 
connections  and  friends,  they  fet  forward  for  the 
county  of  Lincoln  ;  the  meetings  of  which,  as  well 
as  Some  others,  She  felt  a  defire  to  attend,  in  her 

way 
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way  to  the  yearly  meeting.  Soon  after  this  trying 
feparation,  the  following  letter  appears  to  have  been 
written.*  With  divers  companions  in  that  fervice, 
{he  vifited  moft  or  all  of  the  meetings  and  families 
of  friends  in  Lincolnfhire,  and  attended  feveral  other 
meetings  as  {he  proceeded  to  London.  Though  but 
little  of  the  progrefs  of  this  journey  is  defcribed  in 
the  following 'extracts  ;  yet  the  feelings  of  her  mind, 
and  the  inftructive  remarks  fet  forth  therein,  will, 

it 


*  Lafl  week  but  one  was  our  quarterly  meeting  at 
York,  which  was  favoured  with  the  overfnado wings  of 
the  heavenly  wing.  It  was  a  parting  time,  and  almofr. 
too  affecting  for  my  prefent  weak  Irate  ;  but  I  endeavoured 
what  I  could  to  look  beyond  pcrfonal  enjoyments,  to  that 
fellowship  which  is  pure,  (landing  with  the  Father  and 
with  the  Son,  and  which  admits  of  no  change  by  out- 
ward- feparation,  if  we  retain  our  integrity  and  places, 
in  the  adoption  of  children.  On  feventh  day  morning 
after,  came  the  dregs  of  the  cup  of  removal  ;  a  heart 
tendering  farewell  to  my  beloved  connections  at  York, 
with  the  proprietors  of  the  fchool,  and  fome  of  their 
hufbands.  It  was  almofl  too  much  for  my  frame,  faith 
being  at  a  low  ebb,  and  difcouragements  coming  in  like 
a  flood  ;  but  in  the  opening  of  true  vifion,  the  fpirit  of 
the  Lord  was  lifted  up  as  a  ftandard  againft  them.  As 
to  the  body,  1  have  now  parted  with  many  who  feemed 
interwoven  with  my  exiftence  :  with  divers  of  them  it 
was  gradual,  and  I  efteem  it  a  favour  it  was  fo  :  but 
though  I  am  fenlible,  that  in  the  church  I  leave  both  fa- 
thers and  mothers  behind  ;  and  as  to  brethren  and  filters 
in  the  truth,  they  feem  almofl:  daily  added  to,  and  pro- 
mife,  according  to  their  prefent  growth,  to  be  flulful 
fervants  in  the  family  ;  yet  the  near  unity  my  fpirit  has 
felt  with  fome  in  Ireland,  affords  me  a  ray  of  hope,  that 
mould  we  be  fpared  with  life  and  flrength,  to  enter  into 
and  rightly  Hand  in  our  lots  at  Clonmel,  we  Hull  find 
every  want  fupplied,  and  true  yoke-fellows  beyond  our 
deferts.  G  4 
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it  is  apprehended,  render  it  proper  to  infert  them 
here. 

We  are  favoured  to  get  along  as  well  as 

we  might  expect,  we  hope  in  fome  degree  of  fympa- 
thy  with  the  flate  of  trie  beft  things  in  this  defolate 
county  ;  but  upon  the  whole,  my  mind  is  and  hath 
been  favoured  with  a  calm,  efpecially  for  thefe  few 
days  back,  which  tends  to  promote  the  reftoration 
of  health,  and  ftren Athens  with  a  s^ood  decree  of 
reiignednefs,  to  look  forward  to  the  profpects  before 
me;  and  fo  far  from  considering  the  purfuit  of  them 
a  hardihip,  I  efteem  the  end  propoied  thereby,  a 
favour  of  which  I  am  unworthy  ;  for  what  is  there 
worth  living  for,  but  to  be  found  in  the  difcharge 
of  our  duty  ? 


We  are  now  in  the  Ifle  of  Axolm,  vifiting 

a  few  defolate  profeflors,  who  are  like  fheep  having 
no  fhepherd  ;  and  yet  in  a  place  as  much  neglefted 
as  perhaps  any  in  the  fociety,  we  are  comforted  in 
finding  a  feed  alive,  refembling  Jofeph  in  Egypt, 
and  may  fay,  for  my  own  part,  that  I  have  felt 
the  moil  folid  reward  for  a  little  labour  here,  of 
any  fince  leaving  York.  It  is  not  after  the  light 
of  the  eye,  or  the  hearing  of  the  ear,  that  we  can 
judge  aright. 

They  that  fuffer  with  the  feed,  fhall  reign 


with  it  \  but  it  mufl:  not  be  in  our  way,  nor  in  our 
time.  Patience  is  due  on  our  part,  and  the  exercife 
of  that  grain  of  faith  which  we  have  received ;  for, 
"  by  faith  the  elders  obtained  a  good  report,"  I  pre- 
fume  of  the  Lord,  rather  than  of  men.    Then  let  us 

not 
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not  be  afraid  of  the  trial,  for  its  efficacy  is  proved 
thereby.  O  that  I  was  lrrongcr  in  this  fpot  !  for 
even  fince  we  left  York,  and  particularly  on  leaving 
it,  I  have  feemed  to  be  reduced  to  the  loweft  ebb, 
and  nature  hath  foreboded  difcouragements  beyond 
what  I  thought  I  was  able  to  bear.  But  this  is  not 
always*  the  cafe;  for  fometimes,  when  every  thing 
elfe  is  fhaded  with  gloom,  the  foundation  is  mcft 
clearly  revealed,  and  its  ftanding  fure  incontroverti- 
bly  known  and  believed  in  ;  fo  that  all  things  have 
appeared  pofllble  to  him  that  believeth,and  the  ways 
of  the  Mod:  High  difcovered  to  be  higher  than  our 
ways,  and  his  thoughts  than  our  thoughts.  Here  I 
love  to  repofe  myfelf,  and  ftand  reiigned  to  every 
difpenfation  which  has  the  remoteft  tendency,  not 
only  to  let  me  fee  the  work  of  my  day,  but  to  re- 
fine and  qualify  for  it. 

I  have  recovered  fo  much,   that  I  have 


now  fcarce  any  thing  to  complain  of  reflecting  the 
body.      To  be  fure  it  is  not  very  itrong,  but  it  has 
thus  far  proved  able  to  bear  all  that  was  laid  upon  it  -y 
which    is    encouragement    to   myfelf,   and    alio   to 
others,  to  perfevere  in  yielding  ourfelves  up,   under 
the  power  of  the  crofs,  to  every  opening  of  duty, 
feeing  that   all  things  are  poffible  to  them  that  bc- 
And  yet  I  fainted  in  my  mind  many  a  time, 
and  feemed  to  be  one  of  thole  who  have  no  faith  : 
fo  that,  on  reflecting  upon  this  little  embafly,  the 
profpect  and  the  progrefs  of  it,  it  Hems  as  if  :: 
all  done  for  me  by  that  good  Hand,  which  requires 
the  paffivenefs  rather  than  the  aftivenefi  of  the 
in  profecuting  His  defigns-     Though  [ 
pretty  good  account  of  the 
G    5 
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add,  that,  fometimes,  my  mind  gets  encompafled 
with  glooms  and  difcouragements,  which  nothing 
can  diffipate,  fave  a  ftate  of  refignation  and  quiet  de- 
pendance  upon  the  everlafting  Arm  of  Omnipo- 
tence •,  and  this  is  often  fo  hard  to  attain,  that  I 
am  afraid  of  falling  in  the  ftruggle,  when  a  hope 
is  again  revived,  of  being  under  divine  protection, 
and  that  the  day's  work  is  really  going  forward. 
This,  at  times,  introduces  a  quiet  ferenity,  and 
ftrengthens  to  leave  the  things  that  are  behind, 
and  prefs  forward  to  thofe  that  are  before.  The 
Sympathy  of  my  friends  under  my  late  trials,  has 
been  confidered  a  favour  of  which  I  am  unworthy  ; 
and  there  is  undoubtedly  no  better  way  of  fecuring 
it  upon  the  foundation  of  gofpel  fellowship,  than 
by  learning  to  live  without  it,  and  looking  Singly 
to  the  Rock  from  whence  all  good  things  are  hewn, 
and  the  hole  of  the  pit,  the  humbling  difpenfations 
of  infinite  wifdom,   from  whence  they  are  dug. 

Soon  after  the  yearly  meeting  at  London,  they 
proceeded  for  Clonmel  in  Ireland,  where  me  was 
favoured  to  arrive  in  fafety,  in  the  6th  month  1787, 
with  her  health  much  improved,  and  under  a  good 
degree  of  peace  and  Satisfaction  of  mind  ;  which 
continued  for  fome  time  after  her  arrival,  as  a 
Source  of  confolation  and  encouragement  She  writes 
as  follows  : 

-Our  removal  has  altogether  been  blefTed 


with  a  good  degree  of  that  peace  which  pafleth  un- 
derstanding, and  attended  with  fuch  circumftances, 
thus  far,  as  we  have  great  caufe  to  be  thankful  for. 
An  unmixed  cup  of  comfort  in  human  life,  is  what 

my 
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my  fliort  paflage  through  the  world,  has  taught  mc 
not  to  look  for,  and  a  fmall  degree  of  religious  ex- 
perience, not  to  pray  for  ->  and  yet  to  pray  for  thofe 
things  which  are  really  good  for  us,  will  ever  re- 
quire the  renewings  of  that  Spirit  which  only 
breathes  the  will  of  the  Father.  Nature  fhrinks  at 
fuftering ;  fometimes  I  am  ready  to  anticipate  a 
draught  of  it,  proportionable  to  the  late  and  prefent 
degree  of  favour;  and  fometimes  I  am  flattered 
with  a  language  that  tells  me,  c:  it  is  already  drunk, 
and  that  the  bitterneis  of  death  is  paft."  An  hum- 
ble, refigned  mind  is  however  always  our  duty  and 
intereft  to  prefs  after.  It  has  a  fortification  in  it- 
felf  againft  the  varied  aflaults  of  Satan,  and  a  fufiici- 
ent  portion  of  Gilead's  Balm  for  every  afflictive 
difpenfation  of  infinite  wifdom  •,  both  of  which,  if 
my  natural  life  is  fpared,  will,  I  do  believe,  be  my 
companions,  and  prove  frequent  trials  of  an  abiding 
and  advancement  in  that  gofpel  Spirit,  which  loveth, 
hopeth,   and  endureth  through  alL 

Her  mind  had  frequently,  for  a  confiderable 
time  before  this  period,  been  imprefied  and  clofely 
exercifed  with  an  appreheniion,  that  it  would  be 
required  of  her  to  pay  a  religious  vifit  to  fome  parts 
of  Germany  and  France  :  and,  a  few  months  after 
her  fettlement  in  Ireland;  this  concern  increafed 
with  luch  weight  and  evidence,  that  (he  was  con- 
ftrained,  in  refignation,  to  fpread  it  before  the 
friends  of  their  monthly  meeting  ;  who,  after  ft 
deliberation  and  fympathy,  concurred  therewith,  . 
gave  her  thei  :\tc  of  unity  and  approbati 

d   alio   the  near  concurrence   of  U 
quarterly  meeting,  and  that  of  the  mor.v 
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of  minifters  and  elders  in  London,  and  fet  forward 
on  this  journey  in  the  3d  month,  1788,  in  company 
with  her  hufband,  George  Dillwyn  and  his  wife, 
and  Mary  Dudley  \  who  were  alfo  bound  to  this 
fervice,  and  engaged  therein  with  the  unity  of 
friends. 

The  following  parts  of  her  letters  on  this  occa- 
sion, defcribe  the  previous  exercife  of  her  mind,  and 
contain  a  pretty  regular,  though  ihort  account  of  the 
journey,  from  the  commencement  of  it,  to  its  con- 
clufion. 

1 2th  month  1787.  My  mind  after  a  feafon  of 
deep  trial  and  exercife,  was  led  to  vifit,  in  what  ap- 
peared to  myfelf  an  extraordinary  degree  of  gofpel 
love,  many  in  that  country,  and  fome  parts  of  Ger- 
many contiguous  thereto ;  fully  believing,  according 
to  my  feelings,  that  there  were  fpiritual  worfhippers 
in  thofe  parts. 

1 2th  month  1787.  If  the  profpeft  before  us  be 
in  divine  wifdom,  we  have  great  caufe  to  acknow- 
ledge that  it  is  unfathomable,  and  paft  our  finding 
out,  becaufe  of  my  incapacity,  in  every  refpecl  to 
perform  fuch  a  journey  to  the  honour  of  the  great 
Caufe.  I  wiih,  however,  now  to  leave  caring  too 
much  about  the  future,  and  endeavour  after  quiet 
refignation  \  well  knowing,  that  by  taking  ever  fo 
much  unprofitable  thought,  I  cannot  add  one  cubit 
to  my  ftature,  nor  make  one  hair  of  my  head  white 
or  black  •,  and  alfo  hoping,  that  when  it  comes  to 
the  trial,  the  will  may  be  accepted  for  the  deed  ; 
which  I  have  no  doubt  will  be  the  cafe,  if  the  pro- 
vince 
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vince  meeting,  or  my  fympathizing  friends,  advife 
me  againft  it ;  or  if  no  friend  of  fuperior  weight  in 
the  miniftry,  proves  under  the  like  concern,  and  ad- 
mits us  in  their  company.  Difcouragements  of  va- 
rious kinds  crowd  in  at  times  upon  me,  but  when 
gofpel  love  flows  from  the  living  fountain,  it  over- 
powers all  felfifh  coniiderations,  and  fhews  me  mj 
own  unworthinefs  to  be,  in  the  leaft  degree,  em- 
ployed in  the   divine  hand. 

ift  month  1788.  Our  fituation  at  prefent,  re- 
quires at  leaft  a  grain  of  that  faith  which  has  power 
to  remove  mountains  ;  for,  truly  vain  is  the  help  of 
man,  in  cafes  where  the  pure  feed  is  to  be  exalted. 
A  fenfe  of  our  infufficiency  to  do  any  good  thing 
without  divine  afliftance,  will,  I  truft,  whatever  our 
trials  or  temptations  may  be,  fo  humble  us,  as 
wholly  to  prevent  a  vain  dependance  upon  any 
thing  of  our  own  ;  but  furely  there  is  as  much  need 
for  watchfulnefs  and  prayer  at  tais  day,  as  when  the 
difciples  were  immediately  recommended  to  it. 

1  ft  month  1788.  My  mind  is  often  under  a  load 
of  exercife  on  my  own  account,  and  in  care  left  the 
precious  caufe  fhould  futfer  by  me.  The  prefent  is 
a  time  of  deep  trial  and  fearching  of  heart,  left  we 
fhould  be  meddling  with,  or  doing,  any  thing  which 
is  not  in  the  clear  difcovery  of  gofpel  light.  When 
I  confidcr  how  little  I  am  experienced  in  the  ftation 
wherein  I  may  be  likely  to  move,  the  newnefs  and 
peculiarity  of  the  fervice  in  profpeel,  and  even  the 
weaknefs  of  the  outward  tabernacle,  (which  to  be 
fure  I  think  leaft  of)  my  feelings  fuggeft  the  appli- 
cablenels  of  the  faying,    "  I  am  a  worm."     This 

however 
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however  cheers  me,  that  without  fome  degree  of 
clearnefs,  we  need  not,  neither  lhall  attempt  to 
move. 

2d  month  1788.  I  have  been  of  late  confider- 
ably  indifpofed,  but  upon  the  whole  am  much 
better,  though  every  day  fenfible  of  having  (by 
fome  means  or  other)  a  very  broken  conftitution. 
If  it  do  but  laft  until  the  portion  of  work  allotted 
me  is  finifhed,  that  is  enough,  even  though  it  be 
performed  under  the  preflure  of  bodily  infirmities  5 
all  which  may  be  no  more  than  neceflary  to  keep 
the  mind  to  its  proper  centre,  and  diredt  its  atten- 
tion, fingly  to  an  inheritance  undefiled,  and  whick 
fadeth  not  away. 

3d  month  1788.  According  to  prefent  appear- 
ances, we,  (I  mean  our  little  company)  ftand  in 
abundant  need  of  the  whole  armour  of  light.  We 
are  about  to  embark  for  a  country,  the  language  of 
which  none  of  us  know,  and  in  expectation  of  a 
path  wherein  we  can  fee  no  footfteps,  and  which 
muft  be  attended  with  new  and  various  trials.  May 
our  truft  be  in  the  Lord  alone,  who  is  able,  in 
feafons  of  the  greateft  difficulty,  to  encreafe  our 
faith,  and  make  way  for  us  where  we  fee  no  way. 

Having  the  concurrence  of  friends,  we 

left  London  and  proceeded  for  Harwich,  where  we 
were  detained  feveral  days  for  want  of  a  fair  wind ; 
during  which  time  we  had  two  meetings,  and  af- 
terwards, (23d  of  3d  month)  the  wind  turning  in 
favour  of  our  leaving  that  port,  we  embarked  ;  but 
it  was  fourth  day  night,  the  twenty-feventh,  before 

we 
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we  landed  at  Helvoetfluys,  which  was  neverthelefs 
a  favour,  and  I  hope  efteemed  fo  by  us  all.  We 
got  to  an  agreeable  Englifh  inn  there,  and  after  a 
pretty  good  night's  reft,  fet  forward  towards  Rot- 
terdam, by  way  of  the  Briel  and  Delf,  and  came 
in  fafe  rather  late  at  night,  it  being  there  a  great 
day's  work  of  about  twenty-five  miles.  We  tra- 
velled in  an  open  waggon  the  firft  feven  miles,  the 
road  being  fo  bad  that  no  other  carriage  could  get 
along  with  fafety,  and  the  reft  of  the  way  went  in 
their  boats  called  Treckfchuyts,  which  are  drawn 
by  a  horfe,  at  the  rate  of  about  three  miles  an  hour. 
This  is  a  very  pleafant  and  eafy  way  of  travelling, 
and  it  was  through  a  country  made  as  agreeable 
by  improvements  as  it  is  capable  of,  being  very  flat 
and  marfhy.  Many  of  the  inhabitants  followed 
us  through  fome  towns,  and  gazed  exceedingly  at 
us  -j  and  fome  of  them,  as  well  as  they  were  able, 
manifefted  a  love  which  met  that  in  us  that  drew 
us  hither ;  but  the  ftrangenefs  of  our  language  to 
each  other,  was  a  continual  difcouragement  \  yet 
as  it  was  not  of  our  own  bringing  on,  we  endea- 
voured to  keep  quiet  under  it,  and  fecretly  defired 
that  our  minds  might  be  fo  influenced,  as  to  con- 
vey to  them,  in  filence,  that  which  is  better  than 
words.  We  have  now  got  into  fo  new  a  line,  that 
it  is  no  wonder  if  we  fhould  be  more  than  ufual- 
ly  blind  ;  and  it  will  be  well,  if  fome  of  us  fhould 
be  alfo  more  than  ufually  dependant  and  patient 
refpefting  our  fteppings  ;  for  being  feparated  and 
remote  from  our  friends,  and  fome  of  difpoiltions 
rather  hafty  than  otherwife,  there  is,  no  doubt, 
a  danger  of  fometimes  prefling  forward  with  too 
much  carneftnels,   and  tbereby  of  preventing   the 

completion 


x54  THE       LIFE       OF 

completion  of  thofc  little  fervices,  in  one  way  or 
other,  which  are  intended  for  the  purchafe  of  our 
own  peace  at  leaft.  Though  Holland  was  not  much 
in  the  profpett  of  us  who  came  from  Ireland,  yet 
we  have  been  favoured  with  fomething  more  than 
a  hope,  that  we  are  thus  far  in  our  places,  and  feel  a 
comfortable  and  ftrengthening  unity  one  with  ano- 
ther therein.  The  defire  of  my  mind  is  at  prefent 
ftrong,  that,  though  in  ever  fo  much  weaknefs,  we 
may  be  enabled  to  pafs  through  the  country  in  that 
finglenefs  and  dedication  of  heart,  which  may  pre- 
ferve  us  from  condemnation* 

We  ftaid  three  days  in  Rotterdam,  and  had  two 
publick  meetings  at  the  meeting  houfe  belonging  to 
friends  -,  there  are  a  great  many  Englifh  people  in 
that  city,  and  the  attenders  of  our  meetings  being 
principally  of  that  clafs,  we  had  no  need  of  an 
interpreter.  There  are  fome  ferious  people  with 
whom  we  got  acquainted,  and  to  whom  our  viiit 
feemed  acceptable,  but  no  profeflbrs  with  us,  except 
one  perfon,  who  cannot  be  expelled,  in  his  prefent 
ftate,  to  throw  much  light  upon  the  teftimony  of 
truth  •,  but  he  was  very  willing  to  render  us  fuch 
fervices  as  were  in  his  power,  which  we  took  kind.. 

From  Rotterdam,  we  came  forward  to  Amfter- 
dam,  by  way  of  Leyden,  Haarlem,  &c.  and  were 
kindly  received  by  our  friend  John  Vanderwerf. 
Here  our  minds,  generally,  got  very  low  on  divers 
accounts.  Several  of  us  were  poorly  with  com- 
plaints in  the  ftomach,  &c  which  ftrangers  are 
fubjecl  to,  before  their  conftitutions  come  to  bear 
the  difference  of  their  meat,  drink,  air,  &c.      The 

few 
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few  under  the  name  of  friends  in  this  great  city, 
yielded  us  little  of  that  ftrength  which  is  the  fruit  of 
fympathy  of  fpirit,  and  inward  acquaintance  with  di- 
vine requirings;  and  which  if  right,  would  have  been 
truly  falutary  and  cordial  to  us  at  that  time,  as  we 
looked  upon  ourfelves  to  be  then  embarking  upon 
the  moft  arduous  and  difcouraging  part  of  our 
journey  ;  having  a  great  diftance  to  travel,  entirely 
unacquainted  with  the  country,  ftrangers  to  all 
their  different  languages,  except  a  little  French, 
and  no  interpreter  to  accompany  us.  Under  thefe 
complicated  trials,  our  faith  got  into  the  furnace 
afrefh.  This  was  much  the  cafe  with  me,  and  my 
dear  companions  felt  no  lefs.  However,  as  we 
endeavoured  after  refignation,  and  were  fometimes 
replenished  with  ftrength  patiently  to  wait  for 
renewed  manifestations  of  duty,  way  opened,  by 
degrees,  to  get  clear  of  that  place.  We  attended 
their  little  monthly  meeting,  the  bufinefs  whereof 
was  tranfacted  in  the  Dutch  language  •,  fo  that  we 
had  not  an  opportunity  of  judging  much  about 
them  ;  except  that  their  appearance,  and  the  feel- 
ings of  our  minds,  convinced  us  that  true  religion 
is  at  a  low  ebb  among  them  ;  and  yet  there  is  fome- 
thing  tender  which  loves  truth,  and  with  which,  a 
family  vifit  among  them,  made  us  better  acquaint- 
ed.*     We  had  alio  three  publick  meetings  there, 

which 

*  We  were  comforted  in  the  belief  that  their  folita- 
ry  fituations  are  divinely  regarded,  and  hope  that  divers 
of  their  deficiencies  in  fome  points  wherein  we  have  been 
otherwife  taught,  are  counterbalanced  in  the  fight  of 
holy  compaflion  and  juftice,  by  the  fincerity  of  their  in- 
tentions, and  the  difcouragements  in  many  refpecls  pe- 
culiar  to    them,    which  we,  by  experience,  know  little 
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which  were  attended  by  many  of  the  inhabitants  of 
different  defcriptions  \  but  there  are  a  few  with 
whofe  company,  both  in  and  out  of  meetings,  wc 
were  comforted.  They  are  a  ferious  religious  people, 
not  connected  with  any  fociety,  and  believing  in  the 
fpirituality  of  all  true  worfhip.  We  paid  a  viiit  to 
one  of  their  families,  which  confifts  of  a  widow, 
her  fon,  and  two  daughters,  none  of  them  young. 
They  are  people  of  coniiderable  property,  which 
they  devote  very  much  to  the  fervice  of  the  poor. 
They  were  affectionately  kind,  and  demonftrated 
their  unity  with,  and  attachment  to  our  principles, 
as  far  as  they  had  heard  them  in  the  meetings 
which  they  attended,  and  were  fully  convinced  of 
the  neceflity  of  an  inward  work,  and  that  all  true 
worfhip  muft  be  performed  in  fpirit  and  in  truth. 
In  a  religious  opportunity  which  we  had  wit! 
them  before  we  parted,  the  cementing  influence  of 
gofpel  love  flowed  among  us  like  a  ftream.  From 
this  family,  we  were  furnifhed  with  letters  of  re- 
commendation to  fuch  as  themfelves  in  Germany, 
fome  of  whom  we  have  feen  to  our  fatisfa&ion. 
During  our  ftay  in  Amfterdam,  we  were  interpreted 
for,  by  John  Vanderwerf,  or  one  of  his  fons,  both 
in  publick  and  private.  It  feemed  ftrange,  and  ra- 
ther hard  to  us  women,  efpecially  at  firft  •,  but  we 
foon  got  over  it,  and  had  reafon  to  hope  that  our 

religious 


about.  The  keeping  np  of  a  meeting  for  worfhip  every 
firft  day,  in  their  weak  ftate,  is  an  act  of  faithful nefs, 
which  we  might  be  often  ready  to  faint  under,  were  we 
in  their  fituation,  feparated  from  the  ftrengthening  com- 
munications which  religious  fociety  affords,  (not  having 
received  a  vifit  of  this  kind  for  four  years)  and  being 
defpifed  among  the  worldly  minded. 
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religious  communications  were  not  materially  affect- 
ed ;  our  friend  feemed  to  have  an  awe  upon  his 
mind  when  he  flood  up,  took  off  his  hat,  and  deli- 
vered, fentence  by  fentence,  what  was  expreffed. 
Thus  after  fpending  eight  days  at  Amfterdam,  and 
being  deeply  tried  in  that  place,  our  minds  were 
ftrengthened  to  leave  it,  (the  9th  of  the  4th  month,) 
with  a  renewed  truft,  that  the  great  Shepherd  of 
Ifrael,  who  knows  his  own  fheep  in  every  trial  and 
fituation,  however  remote  from  the  knowledge  and 
confolation  of  their  friends,  would  fuperintend  us, 
and  gracioufly  reveal  himfelf  for  our  help,  in  the 
needful  time.  We  effayed  to  proceed  by  way  of 
Utrecht,  (where  a  few  books  were  diflributed, 
and  much  love  felt  for  the  inhabitants)  Nime- 
guen,  and  through  part  of  the  king  of  PrufhVs 
dominions,  into  the  Elector  of  Bavaria's  to  a  place 
called  DuiTeldorff,  where  we  again  made  a  little 
flop,  finding  a  few  who  could  fpeak  Englifh,  and 
moft  of  them  French.  Here  we  commenced  ac- 
quaintance with  a  folid,  religious  man,  named 
Michael  Wetterboar,  to  whom  we  were  recom- 
mended by  the  people  whom  I  have  mentioned  at 
Amfterdam.  Being  gathered  to  the  principle  of 
truth,  and  engaged  to  conform  to  it,  as  revealed 
in  the  line  of  his  own  experience,  he  walks  much 
alone  in  a  dark  and  diflipated  place.  He  was  a 
kind  friend  to  Claude  Gay,  when  paying  a  fimilar 
vifit  to  our's  in  this  country,  many  years  ago,  and 
was  rejoiced  to  fee  us.  He  lamented  the  lone- 
fomenefs  of  his  fituation,  and  faid  that  his  mind 
was  ftrengthened  by  the  vifit.  From  hence  wc 
went  eighteen  miles  and  back,  out  of  our  road,  to 
Elberfeld,  where,  as   at    many   other   places,    for 

want 
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want  of  an  interpreter,  we  fuffered  what  often  ap- 
pears to  us  an  unavailing  baptifm  for  the  teftimo- 
ny's  fake.  But  perhaps  it  is  not  fo  much  fo  as  we 
are  apt  to  think  :  the  ways  of  the  Moft  High  are 
not  our  ways,  nor  his  thoughts  our  thoughts  ;  we 
know  not  but  this  deeply  humbling  path,  and  the 
fecret  exercifes  we  have  daily  to  pafs  through  with- 
out any  vifible  relief,  may  have  a  ufe  beyond 
our  finite  conceptions  \  fo  that  it  is  fafeft  to  leave 
thefe  things,  and  outward  considerations  about 
them,  in  the  hand  which  can  blefs,  and  render 
fruitful,  the  things  which  are  not,  by  caufing  them 
to  bring  to  nought  the  things  which  are.  However, 
we  found  an  opening  to  fome  folid  converfation 
with  a  few  in  this  place,  and  underftood  that  there 
are  many  religious  people  there  ;  but  we  were  dis- 
couraged by  the  difficulties  we  found  in  getting  an 
acquaintance  with  them  \  fo  we  returned,  after 
ftaying  one  night,  to  DuiTeldorff.  We  left  that 
place,  and  paffing  through  a  dark  country,  arrived 
in  two  days  at  Newvied,  the  18th  of  the  4th 
month.  We  have  had  very  little  rain  fince  we 
came  upon  the  continent,  confequently  the  roads 
are  dry,  but  being  for  the  moft  part  a  deep  fand, 
we  have  not  been  able  to  travel  over  it  fo  quickly 
as  is  defirable.  Thirty  miles  a  day,  is  I  think 
nearly  the  average  of  our  expedition,  though  we 
moftly  travel  poft.  The  vehicles  are  heavy,  being 
generally  covered  waggons  or  clumfy  coaches.  We 
moftly  prefer  the  former,  as  ourfelves  and  luggage 
meet  the  beft  accommodation  in  them.  The  inns 
are  pretty  good,  and  the  people  refpectfully  kind 
to  us,  and  in  that  line  but  little  difficulty  occurs 
in   making  ourfelves   underftood.      Our  road  has; 

lain 


SARAH       GRUBB,  i59 

lain  upon  the  banks  of  the  Rhine,  and  furnifhed 
us  with  profpects  of  a  country  extremely  beauti- 
ful, and,  in  fome  places,  for  miles  together,  co- 
vered with  vineyards.  But  the  pleafure  which 
we  might  innocently  have  derived  from  thofe 
fcenes,  has  met  with  continual  damps,  by  the  grofs 
proftitution  of  facred  things  which,  in  the  crofles 
and  images  thickly  fcattered  upon  the  road,  give 
pain  to  every  feeling  whereby  fpiritual  worfhip  is 
promoted.  The  Roman  Catholics  are  very  numerous 
in  many  parts  which  we  have  pafled  through  ;  but,  in 
moft  places,  the  Proteftants  enjoy  the  privileges  they 
defire  without  interruption  ;  and  among  them  there 
is  undoubtedly  an  awakened,  fincere  hearted  people. 
On  our  arrival  at  Newvied,  we  found  a  great  change 
in  the  face  of  things,  it  being  a  new  and  pleafant 
town,  inhabited  by  ferious  Proteftants,  and  princi- 
pally by  the  Moravians  •,  though  there  are  about 
twenty  families  of  the  Menonifts,  and  as  many  of  a 
people  who  call  themfelves  Infpirants,  but  by  others 
are  often  called  Quakers.  We  were  directed  to  a 
Moravian  inn,  which  proved  very  agreeable,  feeling 
ourfelves  in  that  family  very  much  as  if  we  were  at 
home.  Here  we  were  foon  vifited  by  feveral  of  the 
Moravian  brethren  and  fillers,  fome  of  whofe  minds 
appeared  unprejudiced,  and  intent  upon  fpiritual 
improvement;  which  drew  them  often  to  our  apart- 
ments, and  opened  a  door  for  the  communication 
of  fuch  gofpel  truths,  as,  from  time  to  time,  occur- 
red ;  and  we  had  a  comfortable  hope,  that  they  drop- 
ped into  fome  of  their  minds  as  feed  into  good  ground. 
Kid  the  advantage  in  that  place  of  an  interpre- 
ter, a  young  man  of  the  Moravian  ceconomy,  who 
cheerfully  befriended  us  on  many  occafions  ;   and 

though, 
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though,  at  the  firft,  he  appeared  under  difficulty  in 
communicating  religious  matter  which  was  new  to 
him,  yet  before  we  went  away,  his  underftanding 
feemed  more  opened,  and  his  feelings  much  more 
cordially  difpofed  to  the  principle  of  truth  as  we 
profefs  it,  and  to  the  feveral  branches  thereof. 
We  had  a  publick  meeting  in  that  place  the  evening 
before  we  left  it,  after  a  week's  deep  exercife  and 
fccret  fuffering ;  but  this  opportunity  furnilhed  us 
with  renewed  caufe,  to  put  our  truft  in  the  gentle 
puttings  forth  of  the  Shepherd  of  Ifrael,  and  in  the 
revelation  of  His  power,  which  we  humblingly  find 
is  fometimes  withheld,  until  the  feafons  of  ourgreateft 
extremity.  The  young  man,  our  interpreter,  readily 
accepted  his  office  in  the  meeting,  without  any  pre- 
vious requeft,  and  performed  it  with  great  folidity. 
Our  vifit  to  that  place  was  clofed  by  a  feafon  of  di- 
vine favour,  in  a  family  which  cheerfully  received 
the  teftimony  we  had  unitedly  to  bear,  to  the  effica- 
cy of  fpiritual  worfhip,  and  the  neceffity  of  prepa- 
ration for  it •,  and  in  much  love  and  tendernefs  of 
fpirit  we  left  Newvied.  "  O  the  depth  and  extent 
of  the  riches,  both  of  the  knowledge  and  wifdom  of 
God  !  how  unfearchable  are  his  judgments,  and  his 
ways  paft  finding  out  !"  We  had  abundant  caufe  in 
our  travels  through  Germany,  to  fay,  that  we  were 
led  in  paths  which  we  knew  not,  and  frequently 
reduced  to  a  ftate  of  extremity.  We  were  fenfible, 
according  to  our  meafures,  of  the  mift  of  fuperfti- 
tion  and  idolatry  which  overfpreads  a  great  part  of 
the  country  ;  and  alfo  had,  at  times,  revealed  that 
moft  fure  word  of  prophecy,  which  penetrates  the 
obfeureft  reccftes  of  Sicn's  travellers  draws  them 
into  hidden  feliowfhip  one  with  another,  and  unites 

them 
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them  in  the  fufFerings  of  the  precious  feed,  though 
differently  fituated  in  the  world,  and  their  profeffion 
in  it  various.  Thus  were  we  led  in  paths  which  we 
knew  not,  and  ways  we  had  not  feen,  and  were 
often  incapable  of  finding  out  thofe  whom  we  thus 
felt,  and  when  we  did  difcover  fuch,  we  were  un- 
able for  want  of  a  knowledge  of  their  language, 
fully  to  communicate  to  them  :  but  trufting  in  the 
all-fufriciency  of  almighty  help,  for  the  fupply  of 
all  their  needs,  we  were  favoured,  when  dedication 
of  heart  had  been  attained,  and  the  green  paftures 
of  life  opened,  to  lie  down  befide  the  ftill  waters, 
and  leave  the  event  of  our  travel  to  Him  whobleffeth, 
or  blafteth,  at  his  pleafure.  From  Newvied  we  came 
to  Wifbaden,  a  place  in  great  requeft  for  warm  bath- 
ing, there  being  feveral  boiling  hot  fprings  in  the 
town,  from  which  the  water  is  conveyed  to  private 
citterns,  where  it  cools  for  ufe.  There  feemed  fome- 
thing  rather  attractive  in  this  place  to  our  minds, 
and  yet,  as  was  often  the  cafe,  difcouragements 
prevailed  over  our  beft  feelings,  and  we  proceeded 
to  Frankfort,  a  day's  journey.  There  we  ftaid  two 
nights  ;  but  though  we  had  letters  of  recommenda- 
tion to  religious  characters,  yet  for  want  of  being 
able  to  make  ourfelves  underftood,  we  had  no  con- 
verfation  with  any  but  a  Pietift  who  fpoke  Englifh 
but  poorly,  and  who,  after  fome  difcourfe  on  religi- 
ous fubjeds,  left  us  with  profeffions  of  love.  From 
ankfort  we  proceeded  to  Bafle,  a  large  proteftant 
town,  where  wc  arrived  the  3d  of  the  5th  month. 
Here  our  minds  feemed  arrefted,  and  all  efforts  to- 
wards purfuing  our  journey  were  painful,  until  wc 
had  fettled  a  few  days  under  our  excrcife,  and  em- 
braced,  though  in  the  crofs,  fuch  opportunities  a* 

ope. 
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opened  for  relief.  Having  fome  letters  of  recom- 
mendation to  ferious  people,  they  were  prefented  to 
them  ;  in  confequence  of  which,  feveral  vifits  were 
paid  us,  and  we  obferved  in  fome  rather  a  criti- 
cal inveftigation  of  our  principles.  They  were  cau- 
tious of  embracing  us  until  they  perceived  the  doc- 
trines we  held  \  after  which  there  was  great  open- 
nefs  in  fome  of  their  minds,  candidly  to  receive 
fuch  communications  on  religious  fubjefts  as  from 
time  to  time  opened.  One  of  them  underftanding 
the  Englifh  language  well,  was,  in  feveral  inftances, 
a  very  friendly  interpreter  to  us;  and  his  mind  be- 
ing acquainted  with  divine  illuminations,  he  often 
difcovered  fymptoms  of  convi&ion  and  fenfibility, 
when,  as  a  channel,  the  openings  of  truth  were 
pafling  through  him.  In  a  large  company  to  which 
we  were  invited,  this  perfon,  observing  our  di£- 
pofition  to  filence,  kindly  and  feelingly  propofed 
and  requefted  a  compliance  of  the  company.  We 
were  favoured,  to  our  thankful  admiration,  with  the 
humbling  influence  of  divine  love,  and  ftrength 
renewedly  to  bear  teftimony  to  the  neceflity  of  an 
inward  preparation  for  the  folemn  act  of  true  wor- 
Ihip,  which  requires  neither  forms  nor  ceremonies, 
to  render  it  acceptable  to  the  Father  of  Spirits. 
The  opportunity  was  concluded  in  folemn  fupplica- 
tion,  which  our  friendly  interpreter  rendered,  fen- 
tence  by  fentence,  into  the  Dutch  language,  with 
a  reverential  awe,  whereby  the  livelinefs  of  it  was 
preferved.  We  had  alfo  a  comfortable  feafon  of 
retirement  in  the  family  of  another  of  our  friends 
there,  whofe  wife  and  daughters  profefs  not  to 
fee  the  neceflity  of  a  religious  circumfpeft  life,  as 
he,  and  his  eldeft  fon  do  •,  but  they  were  affection- 
ate 


SARAH       GRUBB,  163 

ate  and  attentive  to  us,  and  we  had  reafon  to 
hope,  received  no  unprofitable  impreffions  by  this 
little  aft  of  dedication.  This  perfon  conducted  with 
true  brotherly  kindnefs  towards  us,  difcovering 
great  fimplicity  of  heart,  and  an  opennets  to  receive 
the  truth,  where-ever  or  however  he  might  find  it ; 
being  experienced  in  that  great  work  of  repentance 
unto  life,  and  ceafing  from  many  entanglements  in 
the  world,  which  he  believed  had  a  tendency  to  en- 
clave his  mind,  and  to  keep  him  in  a  frate  of  re- 
paration from  divine  favour  :  fo  that  to  meet  with 
fellow  pilgrims  who  could  tell  him  a  little  of  their 
knowledge  of  the  right  way,  feemed  like  marrow 
to  his  bones.  We  have  feveral  times  fallen  in  with 
perfons  who  kindly  entertained  Claude  Gay,  in  his 
lonefome  travel  through  thefe  parts  \  and  in  Bafle 
we  have  found  two  agreeable  religious  old  men, 
with  whom  he  was  hofpitably  fuftained  for  three 
weeks.  They  are  of  a  peeple  called  Infpirants,  and 
often  by  others  Quakers-,  but  upon  an  acquaintance 
with  them,  efpecially  at  New  vied,  we  found  them 
no  lefs  aftive  than  other  profeffors  in  finging,  pray- 
ing, preaching,  &c.  in  their  congregations.  They 
appear  to  be  defendants  of  the  French  prophets  ; 
and  among  them  there  is  an  honeft  hearted  num- 
ber to  whom  the  love  and  language  of  the  gofpel 
flowed  with  more  opennefs,  and  appeared  to  be  re- 
ceived with  more  fimplicity,  than  among  fume 
others.  To  thefe  two  elderly  men  we  paid  ieverai 
vifits,  which  were  not  unattended  with  inftrucUve 
converfation  ;  but  this  did  not  afford  that  relief 
which  our  exercifed  mind  feemed  to  want,  nor  could 
we  comfortably  fee  our  way  from  the  tovn,  until 
we  had,  in  their  family  and  among  fuch  as  they 
H  ight 
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might  invite,  borne  teftimony,  by  our  example  alio, 
to  the  neceffity  of  filent  waiting.*  It  was  a  feafon 
obtained  with  difficulty,  and  pafled  through  in  tri- 
bulation of  fpirit.  The  candle  was  not  eafily  put  in- 
to the  candleftick,  and  when  there,  evidently  fuf- 
pecled  by  thefe  people,  not  to  be  in  its  right  place. 
But  before  the  meeting  clofed,  publick  teftimony  was 
borne  to  it,  and  to  the  refurrecYion  of  that  life  which 
is  the  light  of  men,  being  the  only  qualification  of 
fpirit,  to  come  forth  from  that  ftate  of  darknefs 
and  death  in  which  we  are  by  nature,  and  to  per- 
form any  religious  duties,  or  acceptable  fervice  to 
the  Lord.  At  the  clofe  of  this  opportunity,  we 
parted  with  thefe  two  men  in  love,  though  not  a 
perfect  unity  of  fentiment,  which  appeared  more 
fully  by  an  affectionate  letter  which  one  of  them 
fent  after  us.  There  was  alfo  in  this  place,  and 
in  mod  others  where  we  {topped,  a  prejudice  againft 
women's  preaching,  which  encrealed  the  difficulty 
our  minds  often  felt  in  obtaining  relief  among  a 
people  of  a  ftrange  language }  but  though  our  ef-  < 
forts  were  few  and  feeble,  yet  as  far  as  dedication 
clothed  us,  and  we  were  careful  not  to  caft  away 
our  confidence,  we  had  ever  cauie  gratefully  to  ac- 
knowledge, that  great  recompenfe  of  reward  was 
vouchfafed,  and  the  foul  ftrengthened  to  returr 
to  its  reft,  under  a  renewed  fenfe  that  the  Lord 
had   dealt   bountifully  with   it.      The  kindnefs  we 

have 


*  To  put  the  light  into  the  candleftick,  fo  as  to  bear 
even  in  private,  a  teftimony  to  the  truth,  and  fpiritua 
anointing  in  filence,  is  here  a  greater  trial  of  our  love 
and  faithfulnefs  to  the  caufe,  than  any  can  readily  be- 
lieve, who  have  not  been  led  among  thofe  who  are  igno- 
rant of  a  cenra<ion  from  their  own  works* 
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have  met  with  in  many  places,  exceeds  what  we 
might  have  expected,  having  feveral  times  expe- 
rienced fo  much  of  the  promife  fulfilled,  that  we 
have  met  with  brethren  and  lifters,  who,  though 
not  altogether  of  the  fame  profeffion,  are  fellow 
travellers  in  the  chriftian  path.  Sometimes  a  wif- 
dom  appears  in  our  being  ftripped  of  that  outward 
help,  fo  defirable,  of  an  interpreter  ;  as  in  our 
prefent  circumftance,  if  any  good  is  done,  there  is 
no  part  of  it  wherein  the  creature  can  glory.  There 
is  one  thing  which  expofes  us,  that  does  not  often 
fuit  the  difpofition  of  our  minds,  which  is,  that 
at  the  beft  inns  (where  we  generally  go)  we  mufc 
always  dine  and  fup  at  the  ordinaries,  w^here  there 
is  often  a  great  refort  of  company.  If  there  is  any 
ufe  in  this  mortification,  it  will  amply  make  up  ; 
the  only  testimonies  which  are  publickly  borne  this 
way,  are  by  our  men  friends  keeping  on  their  hats, 
and  refuting  to  pay  for  the  mufick  which  fometimes 
accompanies  our  meals.  We  took  a  coach  from 
Bafle  *  to  Bern,  where  we  ftaid  over  a  firft  day 
H    2  pretty 

*  The  following   letter   was  written   at  Bafle   the  9th 
of  5th  month  1788. 

As  it  is  probable  we  may  leave  Bafle  without  taking 
leave  of  thee,  and  acknowledging  thy  kindnefs  with  a 
gratitude  due  to  it,  and  feeling  in  my  heart  a  chriftian 
falutation,  I  take  the  liberty,  this  way,  of  exprcfling 
my  defire  for  thy  increafing  knowledge  of  the  my: 
•of  the  kingdom  of  God  ;  which  our  blefled  Lord 
thanked  his  Father  for  concealing  from  the  wife  and 
prudent,  and  revealing  unto  babes.  The  facrcd  influ- 
ences of  divine  light  upon  our  underftandings,  are 
cheering  to  the  mind,  and  animate  its  efforts  to  obtain 
the  liberty  of  the  children  of  God  :  and  as  we  wait  in 
this  light,  and  believe  in  its  manifeftations,  we  are  fa- 
voured to  fee  more  light,  the  means  appointed  to  pro- 
cure it  are  revealed  to  us,    and  ftrength  given  to  follow. 
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pretty  much  in  private,  fave  that  an  agreeable  folid 
man,  an  Infpirant,  paid  us  fome  vifits,  I  believe 
to  mutual  fatisfa&ion.      We  heard  of  a  religious 

exercifed 
But  as  it  was  prophetically  fpoken  of  the  Saviour  of 
the  world,  that  there  was  no  form  or  comelinefs  in  him, 
that  when  we  fhould  fee  him,  we  mould  defire  him, 
fo  the  limplicity  of  his  gofpcl  is  found  to  be.  Nothing 
more  ftrongly  oppofes  the  will,  wifdom,  and  activity  of 
the  creature,  than  in  all  abafement,  fingly,  to  depend 
upon  the  promifed  Comforter,  the  Spirit  of  Truth,  the 
anointing  which  an  Apoftle  faid  the  true  believers  re- 
ceived and  had  abiding  in  them,  the  unfpeakable  gift 
purchafed  by  the  precious  blood  of  the  Lamb,  and  dif- 
penfed  in  infinite  mercy  for  our  falvation,  which,  through 
its  converting,  purifying  power  is  effected  ;  for  he  gave 
bimfelf  for  us,  that  he  might  redeem  us  from  all  iniqui- 
ty, Sec.  Neverthelefs  the  glorious  end  for  which  this 
facriiice  was  made,  ought  to  be  advanced  to,  and  our 
dependance  increafe  upon  the  fmalleft  difcoveries  of  the 
fpirit  of  Chrift,  though  to  the  natural  mind  there  may 
be  no  form  nor  comelinefs  in  them  :  but  it  may  forrow- 
fully  be  faid,  with  refpect  to  His  inward  appearance 
the  fecond  time  without  fin  unto  falvation,  that  he 
came  to  his  own,  but  his  own  received  him  not ;  yet 
let  us  remember  for  our  encouragement,  that  to  as 
many  as  did  receive  him,  he  gave  power  to  become 
the  fons  of  God.  So  that  if  we  furrender  ourfelves 
as  clay  into  the  hands  cf  the  potter,  and  our  wills 
to  the  refiner's  fire,  we  (hall,  this  way,  be  made  living 
partakers  of  the  fufferings  of  Chrift,  being  fools  for 
his  fake,  and,  according  to  our  meafures,  conformable 
to  his  death.  This  is  an  experience  which  clofes  the 
lips  in  awful  filence,  and  retrains  the  imagination  fron 
feeding  upon  the  Tree  of  knowledge  ;  without  which 
reftraint,  there  is  a  danger  of  our  not  fufrkiently  em- 
bracing the  excellent  example  of  Him,  who  was  led  as 
a  lamb  to  the  (laughter,  and  as  a  fheep  dumb  before 
her  fhearer9.  The  fpirit  of  this  world,  in  any  of  its 
falfe  refinements,  cannot  prefide  here,  neither  can  anj 
righteoufnef*  of  our  own  ;  becaufe  we  humblingly  fee 
with  the  apoftje,   that  it  is  not  for  any  of  thefe  work 


SARAH       GRUBB.  167 

exercifed  coachman  for  whom  was  left  a  book  or 
two,  he  not  being  at  home.  And  thus,  after 
fecretly  fuffering,  as  in  many  other  places,  we  took 
our  departure  for  Geneva,  travelling  through  a  ve- 
ry beautiful  country  the  laft  twenty  miles,  by  the 
lake  of  Geneva,  and  in  profpect  of  the  Alps ; 
which  were  covered  with  fnow  in  the  latter  end 
of  the  fifth  month,  although  the  weather  was 
very  hot  with  us.  Thefe,  with  the  fteep  and  crag- 
gy rocks  of  Switzerland,  and  pines  of  various  kinds 
growing  fpontaneoufly  upon  them,  and  forming 
{hades  and  wildernefTes,  compofe  a  fcene  in  nature 
truly  magnificent  ;  indeed  for  fix  hundred  miles 
back,  the  profpect  of  mountains  fpread  over  with 
vineyards,  with  the  grandeur  of  the  Rhine,  flow- 
ing below  them,  and  its  banks  adorned  with  variety 
and  abundance  of  fruit  trees  in  full  blofibm,  would 
have  afforded  a  fcene  of  pleafure  to  fpirits  at  liberty 
for  fuch  enjoyment.  But  our  hearts  were  on  the 
whole  too  fad  to  be  captivated  thereby  ;  a  feed 
attracted  us  in  fympathy,  which  was  not  fo  vifible, 
nor  had  carried  with  it  thefe  fenfible  delights  •,  and 
for  it,  in  part,  we  travailed  in  fpirit.  We  fpent 
one  day  and  two  nights  in  Geneva,  where  being 
informed  that  John  Eliot  and  Ady  Bellamy  were 
H    3  waiting 

which  we  have  done,  bat  of  the  mercy  of  Chrift, 
that  he  faveth  us,  and  by  thofe  mean6  which  he  died 
to  obtain,  even  the  warning  of  regeneration,  and  the 
renewings  of  the  Holy  Ghoft.  Feivently  defiring  that 
thy  fincere  mind  may,  through  the  humbling  process 
of  true  fpiritual  baptifrn,  be  led,  in  the  faith  and  patience, 
to  the  reft  which  is  prepared  for  the  children  of  God. 
I  remain  in  gofpel  love* 

Thy   Friend, 

S.  G. 
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waiting  for  us  at  Lyons,  we  hafted  to  them, 
and  found  their  patience  tried  by  a  week's  detention 
in  that  town.  We  joined  them,  and  became  com- 
fortable ;  and  fpending  one  day  to  reft  and  be  re- 
freihed  there,  took  a  boat,  and  rapidly  poured 
down  the  Rhine,  one  hundred  and  thirty  two  miles 
in  feventeen  hours,  to  a  place  called  Pont  St.  Efprit, 
from  which  we  came  to  Nifmes  and  Congenies,  the 
22d  and  23d  of  the  5th  month,  having  travelled 
nine  hundred  and  fifty  miles  from  Amfterdam.  It 
now  looks  pleafaut  to  think  of  being  foon  among 
Gur  friends,  and  a  people  to  whom  we  may  fpeak 
without  an  interpreter  ;  for  in  that  refpect  our  fitua- 
tion  is  a  fort  of  exile,  but  greatly  made  up,  by  a 
fecret  fenfe,  more  often  renewed  to  us  than  we 
might  have  expected,  that  we  are  here  in  the  ap- 
pointment of  Him  who  gracioufly  regards  the  fpar- 
rows,  fo  that  not  one  of  them  fails  to  the  ground 
without  His  permiffion  :  and  truly  thefe  innocent 
open  hearted  people  are  of  more  value  than  many 
fparrows.  We  entered  Nifmes,  with  fuch  a  peaceful 
ferenity  upon  our  fpirits,  as  portended  the  acquaint- 
ance we  have  flnce  commenced  with  minds  panting 
after  the  waters  of  Shiloh,  and  the  flrengthening 
effects  of  true  gofpel  labours.  We  went  next  day  to 
Congenies,  about  four  leagues.  Our  arrival  drewT  out 
of  their  habitations  the  people  in  general  ;  fome 
looked  at  us  with  aftonifhment,  and  others  with 
countenances  which  put  me  in  mind  of  Mary's 
fatutation  to  Elizabeth.  Thefe  foon  acknowledged 
us,  and  drew  us  into  the  houfe  of  a  fteady,  valu- 
able widow,  where  we  were  folemnly  fainted  and  re- 
ceived, and  our  minds  melted  together  ;  and  fuch 
a    ftream   of  gofpel   love  flowed,   as  fome   of  us 

thought 
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thought  exceeded  what  we  had  before  experienced, 
though  no  words  were  ufed  to  exprefs  it.  We  ob- 
tained lodgings  at  the  houfe  01  a  perfon  not  profef- 
fing  with  them,  with  a  view  not  unneceffarily  to 
interrupt  them  in  their  ufeful  employments,  and  to 
be  at  liberty  ourfelves  to  go  among  them  as  there 
appeared  a  fervice  ;  but  we  only  lodged  there  one 
night,  and  that  with  difficulty,  their  deflre  to  have 
us  among  them,  and  to  render  us  their  iervices  in 
their  own  way,  was  fo  ftrong,  that,  after  contending 
the  point,  we  gave  way,  and  returned  to  the 
widow's  where  we  were  entertained  with  every 
thing  of  the  beft  they  could  fupply.  Our  friends 
are  moft  of  them  poor,  induftrious  people  ;  but 
we  were  favoured  with  all  that  was  needful,  though 
thofe  things  we  call  fo  are  fcarce,  the  country  being 
generally  overfpread  with  vineyards,  oliveyards,  and 
mulberry-trees.  It  can  hardly  be  thought  how 
comfortable  we  were:  peace  of  mind  fweetens  t 
inconvenience.  We  found  thefe  people  different 
from  our  fociety  in  their  outward  appearance,  and 
in  their  want  of  fettlement,  and  fufficient  quietude 
in  their  religious  aiiemblies  ;  but  the  humility  &nd 
fimplicity  of  their  meetings,  attended  with  a  lively 
confeiouihefs  of  their  own  weaknefs,  make  them 
ready  to  embrace  every  offer  of  help,  that  is  fuited 
to  tlieir  capacity  and  progrefs  in  the  truth.  There 
1,  among  the  younger  fort  parti- 
cularly, who  furniih  a  hope  that  there  will  be  a 
:   .his  dark  part    of  the  world,  eftab: 

Uie  right  foundation.      We   foon  found,  that 
to  be  ufeful   to   them,   the    \  muft    be    weak 

the    vifitedj  and    in    chriftian   condefcenfion 
with  them,  until  truth  opened  a  door  of  utter- 
K    4 
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ance  to  mew  them  a  more  excellent  way.  Their 
monthly  meeting  was  held  on  firft  day,  wherein,  of 
their  own  accord,  they  laid  open  their  difcipline, 
by  reading  their  minutes  or  agreements  acceded  to 
on  their  firit  fetting  up  thefe  meetings  ;  which,  for 
confiilency  with  their  profeffion,  are,  in  general, 
fuperior  to  our  expectations.  But  it  extends  no 
farther  than  to  a  care  over  their  poor,  and  one 
another's  moral  conduct;  they  have  no  other  tenets, 
nor  any  testimonies,  recorded,  by  which  they  may 
be  diftinguh'hed  ;  and  our  little  band  were  not  with- 
out a  guard,  with  refpect  to  propofing,  or  urging 
any  thing  to  them,  which  they  have  not,  at  prefent, 
a  capacity  rightly  to  adopt  and  fupport.  At  Con- 
genies,  and  in  its  neighbourhood,  we  fpent  two 
weeks  *,  viiited  all  their  families  ;  attended  theb 
monthly  meeting  ;  had  a  meeting  for  conference 
with  the  elder  rank  \  a  youths  meeting,  and  a  very 
fatisfadtory  publick  meeting  with  the  inhabitants  ; 
and  divers  folemn  opportunities  unforefeen  ;  all 
which  brought  us  into  near  fympathy  with  them, 
and  often  deeply  humbled  and  baptized  our  fpirits 
on  their  account,  as  well  as  our  own.  Our  parting 
was  a  very  affecting  one,  but  under  a  comfortable 
fenfe  that  the  Shepherd  of  Ifrael  has  them  under 
His  gracious  care.  From  Congenies  we  went  to 
Giles's  about  twenty  one  miles,  where  there  are 
between  twenty  and  thirty  who  profefs  with  us,  as 
they  do  at  Congenies  ;  but  they  do  not  appear  fo 
much  awakened  in  their  minds,  nor  fo  earneft  to 
be  vifited.  They  received  us,  however,  with  great 
kindnefs,  and  were  pleafed  with  the  vifit,  which 
perhaps  may  be  profitable  to  fome  beyond  what 
we  can  now  fee.      As   without    faith   it   is  impof- 

fible 
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fible  to  pleafe  our  all-wife  Director,  fo  it  is 
impoflible  to  perievere  and  hold  to  the  end  in 
His  fervice,  and  in  the  humiliations  which  the 
creature  meets  with  in  it,  without  this  precious 
ingredient,  which  is  his  own  peculiar  gift,  and 
filences  all  flefhly  reafonings.  After  having  three 
meetings  at  Giles's,  we  came  to  Nifmes,  and  there 
took  coach  for  Lyons,  one  hundred  and  fifty  miles. 
From  that  we  travelled  poft,  by  way  of  Roane, 
Fontainbleau,  Paris,  and  Verfailles,  to  Alencjon, 
where  we  arrived  the  2d  of  the  7th  month,  feveral 
of  us  being  weak  and  weary,  after  having  travelled 
near  fix  hundred  miles  from  Nifmes.  In  our  way 
to  Lyons,  we  paiTed  through  Dauphine,  where 
fome  of  our  minds  were  not  infenfible  of  an  at- 
tractive influence  :  but  having  no  certain  informa- 
tion of  fome  we  had  heard  of  there,  and  feveral 
of  our  company  ftrongly  bending  homewards,  it 
did  not  ieem  the  time  eafily  to  find  them  out. 

Truly  there  is  a  hidden,  precious  feed  fcattered 
up  and  down,  not  only  in  thefe  parts,  but  in  Hoi- 
land  and  Germany,  meafurably  gathered,  both 
from  the  fuperftitious,  and  the  vain  world  ;  and 
feeking  a  foundation  whereon  they  may  reft  the 
fole  of  their  feet.  This  appeared  beyond  ail  doubt, 
both  from  a  little  knowledge  which  we  obtained  in 
thofe  countries  of  fome,  and  from  that  moft  fure 
word  of  prophecy,  which  penetrates  the  obfcure 
receiTes  of  Sion's  travellers,  and  unites  them  all 
together  in  the  ocean  of  gofpel  love.  At  Alen§on, 
we  were  affectionately  received  by  John  l)e  Mar- 
fillar,  and  courteoufly  by  his  wife,  who,  through 
the  whole  of  our  vifit  there,  which  was  three  days, 
H   5  appc 
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appeared  to  enjoy  the  company  of  their  vifitors. 
Here  we  endeavoured  to  take  frefh  counfel  about 
the  way  of  proceeding  to  England,  which  ended 
in  the  conclufion,  of  George  and  Sarah  Dillvvyn 
and  John  De  Marfillac  going  to  the  Ifland  of 
Guernfey,  to  vifit  the  few  friends  there  ;  and  T. 
E.  A.  B.  M.  Dudley,  my  hufband,  and  myfelf,  to 
London  directly,  by  way  of  Dieppe,  which  we 
puriued  accordingly,  and  arrived  in  London  the 
13th  of  7th  month  1788. 

We  have  had  a  folitary  and  exercifing  travel ; 
but  through  infinite  kindnefs,  are  again  reftored 
to  our  friends,  and  fome  of  us  to  our  native  coun- 
try. We  attended  the  quarterly  meeting  of  Lon- 
don :  the  light  of  fo  many  friends  was  new  and 
reviving  to  us  ^  and  the  renewed  evidence,  that 
the  Lord  had  been  mercifully  with  us,  that  he 
had  led  us  about,  and  inftrucled  us,  and  tender- 
ly preferved  us  when,  in  child-like  fimplicity,  we 
depended  upon  his  counfel,  afforded,  and  ftill  af- 
fords, abundant  caufe  to  praife  him  for  his  mercies 
pa  ft,   and  humbly  hope  for  more. 

Thus,  after  a  journey  of  more  than  two  thoufand 
five  hundred  miles,  attended  with  many  difficulties, 
and  clofe  exercifes  of  body  and  mind,  fhe  was  ena- 
bled to  return  to  her  home  at  Clonmel,  in  the  8tli 
month  1788,  under  the  comfortable  fenfe  of  divine 
favour  and  protection.  Some  parts  of  her  letters 
written  after  her  return,  on  a  retrofpect  of  this  vifit, 
appear  to  be  worthy  of  infer tlon. 


-We 


We  have  had,  fince  leaving  York,  many 

new  fcenes  of  trial,  and  new  demonftration  of  pro- 
vidential care  ;  efpecially  in  the  courfe  of  the  long 
and  deeply  proving  journey  which  we  undertook,  in 
hope  that  the  Hand  of  Omnipotence  led  forth  to 
the  Continent.  The  ftate  of  mind  in  which  I  was 
involved  previous  to  it,  the  inexpreffible  humilia- 
tions and  befetrnents  which  attended  the  accom- 
plifhment  of  it,  and  iince  that,  the  commemora- 
tion of  unmerited  fupport,  with  the  renewed  difco- 
very  of  human  frailty,  feem  to  change,  in  many 
refpecls,  the  face  of  this  world  to  me.  Not  that 
I  am  redeemed  from  the  love  of  it  ;  but  that  I 
have  learned  to  expect  lefs  from  it ;  feeing  more 
and  more,  that  this  is  indeed  a  probationary  ftate 
of  being,  and  that  our  fufferings  and  joys  in  it  are 
no  otherwife  important,  than  as  they  affect  our 
attachment  to  the  one  great  object  of  eternal  good, 
and  our  communion  with  it  in  the  filence  of  all  tha^ 
is  flefhly. 

It  is  a  joyous  conilderation,   that  the   glo- 


rious light  of  the  gofoel  is  emitted  from  the  Sun  of 
Righteoufnefs  \  and  that,  though  inftruments  may 
be  ufed  to  bear  teftimony  to  it,  yet  that  he,  before 
whom  all  nations  are  but  as  the  drop  of  a  bucket, 
the  (mall  duft  of  the  balance,  and  who  takes  up  the 
liles  as  a  very  little  thing,  can,  when  they  fail,  da 
his  work  without  them,  and  "  glorify  the  houfe 
of  his  glory."  I  humMingly  reflect  upon  our  late 
journey  on  the  Contin  I  am    bound   t 

know'  owever  as  an  individual  I  1 

in  tn  e")  that  the 

faithfuliM  truth.     S3 
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creating  and  converting  word  of  Omnipotence,  the 
pure  feed  of  divine  life  was  viiited  with  greater 
efficacy,  than  the  difcouragements  which  we  were 
under,  allowed  us  to  know  at  that  time.  But  ah, 
poor  Amfterdam  !  yea,  poor  Rotterdam  !  and 
many,  many  places  on  that  ilde  the  Continent, 
touching  whofe  inhabitants  my  foul,  at  times,  fing» 
mournfullv  to  its  well-heloved  ! 


C  H  A  P. 


CHAP.     VI. 

Her  Concern  ref peeling  a  Boarding  School  for  female 
Touth. — Vifit  to  Friends  Families  in  Cork. — Jour- 
ney to  London. — Vifit  to  Dunkirk,  Holland,  Pyr- 
montf  tsfc. — Her  Return — and  Deceafe. — Tejlimo- 
nies  concerning  her. 

IT  may  now  be  proper  to  take  fome  notice  of  a 
concern  which  had  weightily  engaged  her  atten- 
tion, refpe&ing  the  propriety  of  opening  a  boarding- 
fchool  at  Clonmel,  for  the  religious  care  and  educa- 
tion of  female  youth.  This  fubjeft  had,  for  fome 
time,  been  deeply  pondered,  both  by  herfeif  and 
her  hufband  *,  and  had,  at  length,  fo  matured  in 
their  minds,  as  to  afford  an  evidence  that  it  would 
be  right  to  fet  forward  the  work. 

Their  motives  for  this  undertaking  appear  to  be 
purely  difinterefted,  and  with  the  fingle  view  of  pro- 
moting a  guarded  and  religious  education  of  chil- 
dren ;  being  themfelves  in  eafy  circumftances,  and 
under  no  neceffity  to  purfue  this  employment,  for 
family  fupport. 

When  we  confider  the  fufceptibility  of  youth  to 
early  impreffions,  with  the  general  permanency 
thereof  on  their  minds ;  and  reflect  that  they  are 
foon  to  participate  in  the  concerns  of  life,  and  will, 
in  a  few  years,  be  the  principals  on  this  ftage  of  be- 
ing ;  we  cannot  but  perceive  the  exteniive  impor- 
tance, both  to  individuals  and  the  community,  of 
an  early  moral  and  religious  education  j     nor  be 

furprifed 
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mankind,  fhoukl  feel  it  her  duty  to  cultivate  this 
fure  ground  of  general  reformation,  and  to  encou- 
rage others,  upon  pure  principles,  to  engage  in  an 
employment  fo  truly  honourable  and  productive  of 
good. 

Though  under  doubts  and  discouragements  of 
mind,  arifing  chiefly  from  the  humble  fenfe  of  her 
own  weaknefs,  and  want  of  qualifications  for  fo  ar- 
duous and  important  a  fervice,  lhc  was  enabled  to 
open  the  propofed  inftitution,  the  month  after  her 
return  from  the  Continent. 

She  was  much  concerned  that  the  children  com- 
mitted to  their  care,  might  be  preferved  in  inno- 
cence, and  trained  in  the  paths  of  piety  and  virtue  \ 
and  when  not  called  from  home  on  religious  fervice, 
laboured  faithfully  in  advancing  fuch  meafures  as 
tended  to  promote  the  folid  advantages  of  this 
inftitution. 

On  the  fubjec~t  of  this  fchool,  there  does  not 
appear  to  be  mnch  remaining  written  by  herfelf: 
a  few  of  her  letters  have,  however,  been  collected, 
expreffive  of  her  tendernefs  left  (lie  might  interfere 
with  other  inftitutions  ;  and  of  her  cautious  ftep- 
pings  in  this  concern  ;  with  div  *rs  other  inftructive 
fentiments  \  moft  of  which  have  been  extracted, 
and  are  as  follows  : 

The  profpeft  of  removing  to  Ireland  in 

any  line,  continues  to  my  mind  v^ry  awful  \  and 
undertaking  a  matter  of  io  much  confequence  as 

the 


the  propofed  fchool,  is  not  lefs  fo :  but  if  our  friends 
whoie  judgments  we  efteem,  feel  uneafy  with  it, 
and  freely  exprefs  th^mfelves,  it  will  rather  be  a 
relief  than  a  difappointment  •,  efpecially  as  we  have 
no  intention  of  getting,  or  faving  money  by  it  to 
ourfelves.  If  we  are  but  favoured  to  fee  the  work 
of  our  day,  and  found  faithful  in  the  performance 
of  it,  though  ever  fo  humbling  to  flelh  and  blood, 
I  fometimes  think,   it  is  all  that  I  defire. 

I  do  not  like  the  thoughts  of  crowding 


new  inftitutions  upon  friends,  impofing  objects,  or 
doing  any  thing  which  has  the  remoteft  appearance 
of  oppoiing  our  own,  or  others'  profpects,  by  di- 
viding or  fcattering  the  little  ftrength,  which,  if  put 
together,  might  prove  no  more  than  fufficient  for 
one  undertaking  at  firft  •,  though  afterwards,  it 
might  increafe  for  whatever  further  openings  might 
be  perceived  in  the  truth. 

I  have,   at  times,   been  much  deprefled 


with  a  fear  of  interfering  with  the  fchool  at  Mount- 
mellick,  and  difcouraging  the  valuable  friends  en- 
gaged therein.  I  felt  moft  eafy  to  wTrite  them  a  few 
lines,  with  a  view,  as  I  tell  them,  "  to  open  a  door 
for  a  free  communication  of  ftntiments  refpecling 
what  we  both  have  in  view  ;"  expreffing  my  love 
and  efteem  for  them,  and  belief,  that  as  both  they 
and  we  are  difintereiteJ.  in  our  views,  defirotis  of 
promoting  the  fame  caufe,  and  rightly  directed,  we 
ihall  move,  either  ieparately  or  together,  with  a 
comfortable  degree  of  unity  and  fymnathy  ;  and 
fting  their  op.  n      fs  with  me,    i  whe- 

ther any  thing  has  occurgd  to  thefts   on  hearing  of 

our 


our  plan,  which  would  be  any  ftrength  or  encou- 
ragement to  them,  and  which  is  in  our  power  to 
afford  j  whether  they  wifli  us  to  be  united  in  our 
undertakings,  or  think  that  two  fchools  will  anfwer ; 
and  laftly,  whether  they  do  not  think  it  will  be 
better  for  them  fteadily  to  purfue  their  own  prof- 
pe<5ls,  until  our  houfe  is  opened,  (if  ever  it  fhould 
be)  and  then  to  ft  and  refigned,  either  to  unite  or 
keep  feparate,  as  at  that  time  appears  beft.  So 
much  feemed  a  little  relief  to  myfelf  to  fay,  feeling 
great  affeftion  and  tendernefs  towards  them  ;  at 
the  fame  time  that  my  own  faith  is  nearly  tried. 
I,  however,  feel  a  hope  as  I  am  writing,  that  if 
our  offering  is  not  accepted,  but  proves  like  David's 
propofing  to  build  the  houfe,  that,  neverthelefs,  we 
fhall  feel  that  fecret  fupporting  language,  "  thou 
didft  well,  in  that  it  was  in  thine  heart,  &c." 


Doft  thou  not  wonder  at  the  undertaking, 

we  have  in  view  ?  My  dear  R.  G.  has  kindly  con- 
defcended  to  make  ample  preparations  for  a  board- 
ing fchool  for  girls,  and  has  built  a  considerable 
addition  to  our  prefent  dwelling  ;  which  ftands  up- 
on an  ifland,  in  a  navigable  river  called  the  Suir. 
It  is  about  a  hundred  yards  acrofs,  and  near  a 
quarter  of  a  mile  long  j  has  on  one  fide  of  it,  the 
quay  and  town,  and  on  the  other,  cultivated  moun- 
tains, which  feem  almoft  to  hang  over  it.  The 
profpeft  from  the  front  of  the  houfe,  is  through 
the  garden  and  a  pafture,  to  the  river  and  valley, 
and  is  terminated  by  a  very  high  and  rugged 
mountain,  feveral  miles  diftant.  The  place  is  al- 
together very  commodious,  and  pleafant  for  the 
intended  purpofe  5  but  how  we  fhall  meet  with 

fuitable, 
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Suitable,  difinterefted  perfons  for  undertaking  the 
immediate  care  of  the  children,  &c.  is  not  clear  ; 
a  hope  however  cheers  us,  that  if  our  views  are 
right,  and  deferving  a  bleffing,  all  things  need- 
ful will  be  afforded  us  in  the  needful  time.  I 
fhould  like  to  have  fuch,  for  almoft  every  ftation 
in  the  family,  as  poflefs  a  iincere  concern  for  the 
profperity  of  the  work,  and  find  a  dedication  in 
their  own  hearts  to  it  ;  being  afraid  of  drawing 
any,  merely  to  gratify  ourfelves,  that  have  not 
iome  fuch  foundation  to  fupport  them  in  feafons 
of  trial,  which,  generally,  more  or  leis,  attend  the 
raoft  upright  and  difinterefted  defigns. 

1  have  had  a   very  low  dull  time  of  late 

about  this  undertaking,  from  a  fear  that  we  fhali 
not  be  found  equal  to  it.  I  do  not  mean,  in  the 
fight  of  men,  for  probably  we  could  not  pleafe 
all,  let  us  do  ever  fo  well  ;  but  I  mean  in  the 
fight  of  Him  whole  bleffing  is  more  craved  and 
panted  after,  than  the  moft  fpecious  appearances 
it  can  wear. 

Having  formerly  mentioned  the  dis- 
couragements of  my  mind  in  the  fetting  out  of  the 
fchool  we  are  engaged  in,  it  is  but  juft  alfo  to  fay, 
that  things  refpecting  it  now  wear  a  pleafanter  af- 
pect  ;  with  a  hope  that  that  which  was  fown  in 
weaknefs,  feems,  through  divine  help,  (for  to  that 
only  it  can  be  attributed)  rifing  into  greater 
ftrength.  The  minds  of  fome  of  our  precious 
charge  are  evidently  encreafing  in  verdure,  by  the 
dew  of  heaven  ;  and,  in  the  general,  innocence  is 
to  be   felt   from    the    influence    of    their    fpirits. 

Our 


180  THE       LIFE       OF 

Our  helpers  alfo  grow  (we  hope)  in  the  root  of 
true  religion.  Indeed,  did  the  world,  or  our  re- 
ligious and  civil  concerns  with  its  inhabitants,  fpeak 
no  more  trouble  to  us  than  what  we  find  upon 
our  little  ifland,  it  would  be  too  great  a  irate  of 
profperity  for  human  nature  profitably  to  be  in- 
dulged with  *,  for  even  that  calls  for  a  watchfulnefs 
and  induftry,  which  the  flefh  is  at  enmity  with, 
and  which  1  fear  being  found  wanting  in.  To 
feel  an  evidence  that  we  are  under  the  care  and 
bleffing  of  the  Shepherd  and  Bifliop  of  fouls,  af- 
ter conflicting  doubtings  refpecling  it,  is  fuch  a 
cordial  as  reanimates  the  foul  to  fight  the  good 
fight  of  faith,  and  to  lay  hold  on  eternal  life.  In 
feafons  of  favour  this  has  been  the  cafe  •,  but  it 
is  hard  to  lay  down  all  thefe  precious  gifts,  fcill 
to  walk  as  the  mafter  walked,  to  teftify,  by  our 
dedication,  that  we  believe  he  came  to  fave  fin- 
ners,  and,  as  to  the  means  whereby  his  glorious 
work  is  promoted,  to  fay,  "  not  my  will,  but 
thine  be  done." 

In  the  1 2th  month  1788,  fhe  engaged,  with 
other  friends,  in  a  vifit  to  the  meetings  and  families 
of  friends,  in  the  city  of  Cork  :  and  during  her  em- 
ployment in  that  fervice,  the  following  letters  ap- 
pear to  have  been  written.  Though  they  do  not 
exprefs  much  account  of  the  viiit,  yet  they  may  be 
acceptable,  from  the  inftructive  remarks  they  con- 
tain, and  the  weighty  and  concerned  fpirit  which 
they  manifeft  under  this  engagement. 

We  have  been  fteadily  engaged  with  fit- 
ting in   four  families  a  day  \   and  though  we  often 

feem 
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feem  ready  to  give  up,  and  feel  like  imprifoned  fpi- 
rits,  yet,  upon  the  whole,  we  have  no  juft  caufe  to 
be  difcouraged  ;  beft  help  being  near  to  ftrengthen 
us  with  might  in  our  inner  man,  or  fuch  a  propor- 
tion of  it  as  is  neceflary  for  the  performance  of,  and 
perfeverance  in,  the  work  of  the  prefent  day.  As 
doing  the  will  of  our  heavenly  Father,  is  the  only 
thing  really  worth  living  for,  I  wifh  to  confider  it 
as  an  unmerited  favour,  to  know  what  that  will 
is,  and  to  be  furnifhed  with  any  degree  of  capa- 
city to  do  it. 

The  feafon  of  the  year,  the  clofenefs  of 


the  city,  and  the  complicated  occasions  of  hea- 
vinefs  and  depreflion,  in  the  view  of  the  ftate  of 
things  here,  all  contribute  to  fuffering,  both  of  body 
and  mind  ;  fo  that  were  we  clear  of  unprofitably 
adding  thereto,  we  do  not  lack  a  pretty  full  cup 
thereof.  Indeed  we  have  no  bufinefs  to  feek  for  a 
portion  or  baptifm,  differing  in  nature  from  that 
which  the  great  Pattern  himfelf  fubmitted  to,  and 
which  the  true  feed  here  and  el fe where,  have  ftill, 
for  wife  purpofes,  to  experience. 

Whether  any  good  may  come  of  our  la- 


bour and  travel  here,  muft  be  left  :  it  is  the  blefling 
only  which  can  render  this,  and  every  other  endea- 
vour of  the  poor  fervants,  effectual  to  the  building 
up  of  any  drooping  member  in  the  moft  holy  faith. 
My  foul  has  in  the  courfe  of  our  viiit  to  the  families 
of  friends  in  this  city,  parted  by  the  gates  of  death. 
But  the  deceitfulnefs  of  my  own  heart  is  fuch, 
it  cannot  be  removed  by  pleafant  things  ;  nor 
does  fitnefs  for  the  little  (ervieca  we  are  engaged  in, 

fpring 
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fpring  out  of  the  moft  fenfiblc  and  gratifying  opera- 
tions of  the  fpirit ;  but  out  of  thefe  unfearchable 
baptifms,  which,  neverthelefs,  demonftrate  they  are 
of  the  Holy  Ghoft  and  fire,  becaufe  they  leave  an 
empty  temple,  a  temple  ready  to  be  filled  with  the 
prefence  wherein  there  is  life.  According  to  my 
fmall  knowledge  of  good,  I  may  afTert  that,  after 
all,  the  joy  of  the  Lord  is  our  ftrength  ;  and  were  it 
not  that,  in  the  beginning  of  this  viiit,  my  fpirit 
had  been  fweetly  confolated  therewith,  I  very  much 
doubt  whether,  from  many  of  my  feelings  and  deep 
provings  finee,  I  fhould  have  held  out  until  now  : 
peradventure  it  poflefled  fome  of  that  facred  efficacy, 
which  Elijah's  forty  days  fuftenance  is  diftinguifhed 
for,  and  thereby,  to  the  praife  of  that  grace,  by 
which  I  am  what  I  am,  my  confidence  has  not 
wholly  failed  me  in  the  deeps. — All  that  is  within 
me  prays,  that  as  we  have  been  mercifully  ftrength- 
ened  to  drink,  in  this  place,  a  bitter  cup,  we  may 
not,  in  our  own  wills,  refufe  any  dregs  which  in 
infinite  wifdom  are  intended,  in  part,  to  conftitute 
the  cup  of  falvation.  But  the  flefh  is  weak  !  A 
few  have  refufed  us,  and  whether  their  hearts  will 
relent,  is  yet  to  try.  We  cannot  however  but 
fympathize  with  a  tried,  afflicted  remnant  in  this 
meeting,  whofe  hands  I  do  believe,  will  grow 
ftronger  and  ftronger,  be  more  and  more  inftructed 
to  war,  and  their  fingers  to  fight ;  for  however 
the  boafters  over  the  pure  lowly  feed  may  exalt 
themfelves,  yet  they  cannot  ftand  in  the  day  of 
judgment,  nor  prevent  the  fulfilling  of  the  pro- 
mise, that  the  law  fhall  be  magnified  and  made 
honourable.  I  concluded  to  ftay  third  day  meeting ; 
and  though,  as  is  often  my  lot,  fpeaking  to  men 

did 
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did  not  relieve  my  inward  oppreffion,  yet  in  prof- 
tration  before  the  almighty  Helper,  who  in  abund- 
ant mercy  is  touched  with  a  feeling  of  our  in- 
firmities, there  was  a  fecret  fuftaining  evidence,  of 
living  again  in  His  prefence,  whereby  thofe  bones 
that  were  broken  did  rejoice.  Thus  are  the  poor  of 
the  flock  helped  in  their  extremities,  and  encou- 
raged to  maintain  their  confidence  in  the  omni- 
potent gathering  arm  of  Ifrael's  Shepherd. 

May  we  not  be  afraid  of  fufFering ;   for 

in  this  land  however,  they  that  dwell  with  the 
feed,  muft  dwell  in  a  low  fpot,  and  give  up  their 
names  to  reproach.  "  If  ye  were  of  the  world, 
the  world  would  love  you,  but  becaufe  ye  are  not 
of  the  world,  the  world  hates  you  :  it  hated  me 
before  it  hated  you."  To  be  of  this  happy,  though 
afflicted  number,  is  more  to  be  defired  than  to 
join  ourfelves  in  affinity  with  a  fpirit  which,  in- 
ilead  of  fufFering  with  the  feed,  wars  againft  it, 
in  the  wrath  and  cruelty  of  the  king  of  the  locufts 
which  came  out  of  the  pit  ;  a  fpirit  that  cannot 
ftand  in  the  day  of  judgment,  but  which,  being 
airy  and  unfettled,  leads  from  the  quiet  habita- 
tion, and  leaves  the  mind  without  a  ftay.  How 
excellent,  yea  how  much  to  be  defired  is  that 
ftate  wherein,  through  holy  chaftifement  and  fuf- 
fering  for  the  feed's  fake,  that  precious  feal  of 
adoption,  the  language  of  Abba  Father,  is  feel- 
ingly obtained  and  breathed  !  This  is  indeed  a 
Something  in  ourfelves  wherein  we  can  rejoice,  an 
unmerited  gift  which  excludes  all  boafting,  a 
prefervative  from  moving  in  the  line  of  others' 
experience,  further  than  it  is   made  our  own,   or 

from 
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from  having  our  rejoicing  in  them.  Were  the 
active  members  of  our  fociety,  more  generally  and 
individually  gathered  to  this  deep  inward  feeling 
of  the  life  of  truth,  and  the  evidence  of  its  opera- 
tions in  themfelves,  how  much  more  effectual 
would  their  labours  be,  in  building  up  one  ano- 
ther in  the  moft  holy  faith  ?  I  am  afraid  for 
myfelf ;  I  long  to  be  more  truly  weighty  in  my 
own  fpirit ;  not  to  affume  a  confequence  among 
men,  or  to  plume  myfelf  with  borrowed  feathers  ; 
but  .really  to  be  preferved  in  company  with  the 
feed,  and  through  its  operations,  to  live,  move, 
and  have  my  being,  in  the  church  efpecially.  A 
feries  of  deep  exercifes  has  fallen  to  my  lot,  on 
account  of  the  law  and  teftimony  of  truth  in  this 
province,  and  near  fympathy  with  fome  who  dare 
not  let  it  fall  to  the  ground,  without  difcovering 
themfelves,  and  on  whofe  fide  they  are.  Thefe 
find  it  to  be  a  day  of  trial,  of  perplexity,  and  of 
treading  down  ;  and  there  are  fo  few,  even  among 
the  well  minded,  who  are  fkilful  either  in  lamen- 
tation, or  in  war,  that  the  work  lies  heavy  on  a 
few  ;  and  fometimes  I  am  afraid,  that  the  oint- 
ment made  after  the  art  of  the  apothecary,  gets 
unpleafantly  tinctured  by  the  dead  flies  (the  un- 
quickened  efforts  for  the  caufe)  being  caft  into  it. 

Though  I  often  find  it  my  duty  to  wafli 


and  anoint,  rather  than  appear  to  men  to  fait, 
yet  the  fecret  travail  of  my  foul  is  forrowful, 
and  befet  with  many  difcouragements  unknown  but 
to  itielf,  and  its  almighty  Helper  •,  and  I  find,  tha 
the  more  deep  and  hidden  my  exercifes  are,  and  the 
more  I  feek  for  ftrength  to  unite  myfelf,  in  a  cove- 
nant 
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nant  never  to  be  broken,  with  the  Beloved  of  my 
foul ;  the  more  I  am  capable  to  diftinguifh  the  con- 
folations  of  the  Spirit,  the  pure  unerring  Spirit, 
from  every  inferior -or  corrupt  fource  of  gratifica- 
tion to  the  natural  fenfes.  I  know  my  experience 
of  this  is  but  very  fmall,  and  yet,  as  far  as  I  have 
attained,  I  have  abundant  caufe  to  admire  the  wif- 
dom  there  is  in  the  paths  of  true  abafednefs  and 
felf-denial ;  yea,  the  fortrefs  they  lead  to,  and  the 
fafety  there  is  in  them. 

Never  are  we  favoured  with  a  clearer  perception 
of  our  religious  duty,  in  little  as  well  as  greater 
things,  than  when  our  fpiritual  eye  has  been  pur- 
ged, by  the  miniftration  of  fome  baptifm  that  has 
affliclingly  removed  every  film  of  ielf-love  ;  which 
difcovers  itfelf  by  an  over-attention  to  our  own 
reputation,  to  the  eafe  of  the  flefh,  and  a  defire 
for  pleafant  things  in  fpirituals  as  well  as  temporals. 
Ah  !  may  we  think  nothing  too  near  or  too  dear 
to  part  with,  for  the  fecret  acceptance  of  the  Belov- 
ed !  The  very  putting  forth  of  his  hand,  as  through 
the  hole  of  the  door,  little  as  the  intimation  may 
feem,  is  a  powerful  call  to  admit  him  in  the  way  of 
his  coming,   however  it  may  oppofe  our  own  way. 

e  attended  the  half  year's  national  meeting  at 
Dublin  in  the  5th  month  1789;  and  from  thence 
went  to  York,  where  fhe  made  her  relations  and 
friends  a  ihort  viiit,  and  proceeded  pretty  directly 
for  the  yearly  meeting  at  London  •,  which  fhe  at- 
tended, ahd  returned  home  with  an  evidence,  that, 
in  this  journey,  ihe  had  been  occupied  in  her  pro- 
per place.  This  is  agreeably  teftiiied  by  the  follow- 
ing 


x86  THE       LIFE       OF 

ing  letter,  which  is  the  only  one  that  has  appeared 
on  this  occafion. 


Our  little  flock  looks  pleafant  and  heal- 
thy. Our  joy  was  mutual  at  meeting  yefterday, 
and  home  is  felt  by  us  to  be  a  peaceful  retreat* 
In  a  little  fitting  which  we  had  at  home  in  the 
evening,  there  feemed  fome  ability  to  lie  down 
as  befide  the  ftill  waters  •,  a  confoling  experience  : 
and  on  looking  back  upon  our  late  journey,  though 
there  was  no  great  profefled  draft  to  it,  a  hope 
arifes,  that,  confident  with  our  religious  duty,  we 
were  going  on  with  the  work  of  the  day. 

In  the  latter  part  of  the  year  1789,  fhe  felt  her 
mind  drawn  to  have  fome  publick  meetings  in  di- 
vers places,  where  none  of  our  fociety  dwell,  par- 
ticularly at  the  town  and  garrifon  of  Kinfale  j 
where,  as  well  as  at  other  places,  thefe  fervices 
tended  to  open,  and  fpread  the  knowledge  of  the 
truth.  Concerning  her  vifit  to  the  abovemen- 
tioned  place,  (he  writes  thus  : 

— In  much  fear,  and  I  truft  humiliation  of  fpirit, 
I  have  been  to  the  town  of  Kinfale,  and  fuftered  to 
have  appointed,  through  an  apprehenfion  of  duty, 
a  publick  meeting  there.  It  was  large,  nearly  as 
much  fo  as  the  houfe  belonging  to  the  fociety  would 
admit.  There  appeared  to  be  about  two  hundred 
people,  who  generally  behaved  with  decency  and 
folidity,  and  the  meeting  was  owned  with  the  ga- 
thering influence  of  Ifrael's  Shepherd  •,  which,  in 
time  of  iilence,  was  I  thought  comfortably  experi- 
enced. We  alfo  paid  a  vifit  to  the  fort,  and  par- 
ticularly 
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ticularly  to  a  large  company  of  deferters,  who  are 
collected  there  for  tranfportation,  many  of  them 
good  looking  young  men  \  and  I  alfo  ventured  to 
remind  fome  of  the  officers,  of  their  religious  and 
civil  duties.  It  was  altogether  a  fervice  much  in  the 
crofs,  and  deferving  of  no  reward,  for  want  of  time- 
ly refignation  to  it :  but,  in  unmerited  mercy,  I 
was  favoured  with  a  peaceful  calm,  which  my  be- 
loved companions  alfo  enjoyed,  and  earned  with 
honeft  labour. 

She  was,  indeed,  much  concerned,  and  laboured 
in  her  meafure,  for  the  propagation  of  that  holy 
principle,  which  is  the  light,  and  life  of  men  ;  and 
fhe  counted  nothing  too  dear  to  give  up,  or  part 
with,  for  the  promotion  of  this  pure  word  in  their 
hearts.  A  renewed  evidence  of  this  appears,  in  a 
frefh  inftance  of  dedication  to  a  very  trying, and 
arduous  fervice.  During  her  late  travels  on  the 
Continent,  her  mind  had  often  fympathized  in  fe- 
cret,  and  been  united  in  gofpel  love,  with  a  precious 
feed  fcattered  up  and  down  in  thofe  parts  ;  but 
which,  it  feemed  not  then  the  appointed  feafon  to 
vifit  in  perfon.  This  time  now  approached,  and, 
as  fhe  apprehended,  in  the  openings  of  divine  wif- 
dom  ;  fo  that  fhe  believed  it  her  indifpenfable  duty, 
to  give  herfelf  up,  in  pure  refignation,  to  this  fer- 
vice ;  which  appeared  in  her  view,  to  comprehend 
a  vifit  to  Dunkirk,  Holland,  Pyrmont,  and  fome 
other  parts  of  Germany.  Under  the  weight  of  this 
important  concern,  fhe  experienced  the  near  fym- 
pathy  of  friends  of  the  monthly  and  quarterly 
meetings  to  which  fhe  belonged,  with  thofe  of  the 
national  meeting  in  Dublin,  and  yearly  felect  meet- 
I  ing 
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ing  in  London ;  who  concurred  in  teftimonials  of 
their  unity  and  approbation.  Thus  ftrengthened 
by  the  feelings  and  concurrence  of  the  church, 
and  by  a  fimilar  concern  of  her  friend  George 
Dillwyn,  fhc  fet  forward  to  engage  in  the  work 
before  them,  in  the  6th  month  1790  \  accompanied 
alfo  by  her  hufband  and  Sarah  Dillwyn,  who  felt 
their  minds  engaged  to  enter  with  them  on  this 
journey. 

Her  letters  written  under  the  profpect  of  this  vi- 
fif,  during  the  progrefs  of  it,  and  upon  its  conclu- 
fion,  appear  to  form,  in  general,  fo  regular  and 
connfe&ed  an  account  of  it,  that  nothing  further  ap- 
pears neceffary,  than  to  lay  the  extracts  from  them  I 
before  the  reader. 

2d  month  1790.     I  feem  very  like  one  who  hath  j 
no  refting  place  on  earth,  or  any  confolations  here  I 
in  which  I  dare  to  truft  •,   but  if  I  am  found  worthy,  j 
in  the  fmalleft  degree,   to  referable  the  great  andl 
holy  High  Prieft  of  our   profeflion,  it   is    enough.  \ 
As  to  the  performance  of  great  works,  I  look  not  j 
for  it ;   my  mind  is  taught   to  believe  that  I  have! 
no  right  thereto,   or  reafon   to  expect:  that  an  in-  j 
ftrument  fo  feeble,  and  fo  little  a  time   in   ufe,  is  J 
likely  to  be  owned,  in  any  extraordinary  degree,  in! 
the  difcharge  of  my  fmall  part  of  the  great  work.  \ 
But  my  fpirit  hath  often  been  dipt  into  fympathy 
inexpreffible,  with  a  feed  in  thofe  parts,  of  which 
I  have  not  yet  attained  the  outward  difcovery,  and 
peradventure,  this  fecond  vifit  may  prove  like  fifh- 
ing5  and  catching  nothing.     This  I  defire  to  leave, 
and  to  attain  to  a  daily  and  fimple  reliance  upon 

unerring 
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unerring  dire&ion,  which  the  creature  knows  mull 
be  attended  with  a  dying  daily. 

2d  month  1790.  We  ftand  in  need  of  care,  both 
of  our  own,  and  that  of  our  friends  ;  our  endea- 
vours for  peace  being,  in  many  refpects,  in  a  line 
rather  new  and  important,  and  in  which  we  defire 
to  be  preferved  from  moving  further,  than  the 
good  Shepherd  leads  and  goes  before. — It  has  not 
been  without  a  portion  of  deep  exercife,  and  fre- 
quent baptifms,  known  only  to  the  Searcher  of 
hearts,  that  I  have  obtained  fo  much  ftrength  as  to 
caft  my  burden  for  a  time  upon  the  church  ;  and 
fince  they  have  taken  it,  and  I  believe  fome  of  them 
felt  it,  my  relief  has,  beyond  my  expectation,  been 
effecTed. — But  this  is  temporary.  I  know,  in  a  fpi- 
ritual  fenfe  at  leaft,  that  bonds  and  affli&ions  await 
me  •,  yet  with  thankfulnefs  may  acknowledge,  that, 
feeling  the  everlafting  arms  to  be  underneath,  none 
of  thefe  things  at  prefent  move  me. — My  capacity 
to  promote  the  work  of  righteoufnefs  on  the  earth, 
IS  very  fmall  ;  but  according  to  that  capacity,  I 
long  to  be  found  faithful,  not  counting  my  life  dear 
unto  myfelf. — I  have  not  heard  of  any  companion 
in  the  little  fervices  before  me,  nor  do  I  feel  any 
anxiety  on  that  head;  believing  that,  if  the  concern 
is  right,  fukable  fellow  labourers  will  be  provided, 
without  any  toiling  interference  of  mine. 

r\d  month  1790.    May  my  mind  be  preferved  in 

liability  to  the   end  :    for  that    I   both  watch   and 

,  well  knowing  that  when  I  lofe  that,    it   muft 

be   difiinguilhed  mercy  indeed,   that  preserves  my 

poor  little  verTel  from  total  wreck.     As  a  very  hard 

I   2  gale 
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gale  of  even  fair  wind  may  occafion  great  danger, 
fo  I  perceive  that  the  urgency  I  feel,  at  times,  in 
my  fpirit,  to  do  the  Mailer's  apprehended  will,  may 
render  fruftrate  the  gracious  defign,  if  ballaft  be 
not  on  board.  I  never  felt  my  mind  fo  feniibly  fuf- 
tained  in  the  profpect  of  any  journey  before.  I 
efteem  it  an  unmerited  mark  of  the  great  Shep- 
herd's condefcending  care,  who  hath,  blefled  be  his 
Name,  richly  replenifhed  my  foul  with  faith,  and 
fo  abundantly  miniflered  its  lifter  virtue,  patience, 
that  my  frail  tabernacle  being  at  times  overcome, 
the  language  of  my  heart  is  fimilar  to  that  of  the 
Spoufe  •,  "  Stay  me  with  flaggons,  comfort  me  with 
apples,  for  I  am  lick  of  love." 

This  is  a  difpenfation  which  I  do  not  expect  to 
continue*,  for  when  a  teftimony  of  this  love  is  called 
for,  when  difficulties  are  to  be  encountered,  both 
within  and  without,  when  we  are  to  be  offered  up 
a  facrifice  in  the  fervice  of  the  chriftian  faith, 
oh  how  inconftant  is  the  human  heart  !  how  many 
fubftitutes  for  obedience,  how  many  fubterfuges 
does  it  find !  Remembering  thefe  things,  the  worm- 
wood and  the  gall,  yea  the  anguifhing  exercifes  at- 
tendant on  our  late  journey,  my  heart  is  humbled 
within  me,  and  preferved  from  expecting  the  jour- 
ney in  profpeft  to  be  unmixed  with  fimilar  trials  j 
or  even  to  fee  in  it,  gratifying  demonftrations  of 
that  glorious  work,  which,  in  gofpel  virion,  is 
beheld  to  be  begun  in  the  German  Empire,  and 
many  other  parts  of  the  globe  lefs  known  to  us. 
On  any  prefumption  of  this  fort,  I  have  not  dared 
to  take  one  ftcp  •,  but  have  much  delired  that  my 
fpirit  may  be  deep  enough,   according  to  my  mea- 

fure, 
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fure,  to  fuffer  and  rejoice  only  with  the  pure  feed, 
whether  obvioufly  the  fig-tree  bloflbm,  and  fruit 
be  on  the  vine,   or  not. 

On  fecond  day  morning,   at  the  yearly 


meeting  of  minifters  and  elders  held  in  London  the 
17th  of  the  5th  month,  our  certificates  were  read; 
which,  far  beyond  what  I  durft  have  looked  for, 
created  expreffions  of  gofpel  unity  and  church  en- 
couragement, that  were  not  entirely  unfeafonable  to 
my  mind  •,  feeling  myfelf  as  poor  as  feemed  poffible 
for  fpiritual  exiftence.  But  what  alfo  greatly  con- 
tributed to  lift  up  my  head  above  the  overflowing 
billows,  and  fay  to  the  winds  and  the  waves,  "  Be 
ftill,"  was  the  indifputable  evidence,  that  the  Maf- 
ter  had  feparated  for  a  fimilar  work,  my  beloved 
friend,  George  Dillwyn  ;  under  which  his  opprerTed 
mind  was  conftrained  publickly  to  acknowledge,  to 
his  own  and  others  relief,  that  he  believed  it  to 
be  his  duty  to  go  with  us.  How  precious  is  that 
help,  which  is  difpenfed  in  better  wifdom  than  our 
own  !  and  being  the  fruit  of  mercy,  it  is  often  re- 
served for  the  moment  of  extremity.  It  was  a 
very  folemn  uniting  feafon  ;  the  fpirit  and  the 
bride  (the  church)  appeared  cordially  to  unite  in 
the  fame  language  of  encouragement.  I  greatly 
defire  a  heart  capable  of  humbly  and  reverently 
returning  acceptable  obedience  for  thefe  favours, 
in  the  few  feeble  fteppings  through  my  future  pil- 
grimage. Trials  I  have  learned  to  expect,  having 
a  difpofition  that  will  not  fuffer  me  to  be  exempt, 
until  it  becomes  loft  in  the  ocean  of  gofpel  love. 
In  ourfelves,  as  in  the  world,  there  is  trouble  ;  oh 
that  our  acquaintance  may  become  more  and  more 
I    j  intimate 
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intimate  with  Him,  in  whom  is  the  fulnefs  of 
undented  peace  !  Then  may  we  rejoice  in  every 
tribulation,  which  has  urged  us  to  lay  hold  on  eter- 
nal fubftance.  No  female  companion  appearing, 
our  former  valuable  fellow  traveller,  Sarah  Dill- 
wyn,  was  naturally  looked  to,  and  no  obstructions 
occurring,  Ratcliffe  monthly  meeting  (of  which 
She  is  a  member)  cordially  testified  its  approbation 
therewith,  and  granted  her  a  certificate.  Thus  we 
four  being  banded,  left  London  (Joihua  Beale  ac- 
companying us)  on  the  feventh  day  after  the  yearly 
meeting.  There  we  met  with  many  friends  like 
bone  of  our  bone,  and  flefh  of  our  flefh  -,  yea,  fo 
cemented  have  fome  of  us  at  times  felt,  as  folly  to 
convince  us  that  it  was  the  work  of  both  grace  and 
nature  ;  the  latter  of  which,  in  our  many  fepa- 
rations,  is  learning  I  truft  to  be  more  and  more 
fubjecl:,  and  to  furrender  its  will  to  the  divine  will, 
which  indeed  fweetens  many  bitter  cups,  and 
Strengthens  us  to  fay  amen  to  every  requiring  of 
truth.  Without  this  experience,  how  are  we  like 
bullocks  unaccuftomed  to  the  yoke  !  The  yearly 
meeting  was  large,  and  fatisfaclory  in  a  good 
degree  ;  but  fuch  aSTemblies,  compofed  of  minds 
fb  various,  have  generally  a  considerable  portion 
of  exercife  and  weight  for  the  feeling  part  of  its 
members  -,  and  it  is  an  unfpeakable  favour  that 
there  are  fuch  preferved  in  the  church,  whofe  fpi- 
ritual  faculties  are  fo  alive,  that,  like  watchers  oh 
the  walls  of  Zion,  they  can  give  an  alarm  at  the 
new  and  various  attacks,  which  our  common  and 
unwearied  enemy  is  making  upon  truth's  ramparts : 
and  it  is  alfo  a  distinguishable  mercy  in  our  poor 
fociety,  that  there  are,  among  the  younger  part 

of 
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of  it,  fuch  as,  by  the  livelinefs  and  faithfulnefs 
of  their  fpirits,  promife  a  fucceflion  of  frandard- 
bearers. 

We  were  at  Rochefter  on  firft  day,  at  the 
monthly  meeting  at  Canterbury  on  third,  and  got 
to  Dover  that  evening  ;  from  whence  we  failed 
next  day  for  Dunkirk,  and  had  a  fine,  but  flow 
paflage,  being  on  the  water  fixteen  hours.  Here 
we  found  John  De  Marfillac  waiting  for  us  ;  and 
Jofhua  Beale,  alfo  uniting  himfelf  to  us,  we  became 
fix  in  number.  The  day  we  arrived,  was  their 
week  day  meeting  ;  and  it  may  with  thankfulnefs 
be  acknowledged,  that  it  was  mercifully  owned 
with  divine  refrefhment,  and  the  communication  of 
counfel  from  the  living  fpring  thereof.  And  what 
tended  to  heighten  our  joy,  on  fitting  down  with 
the  friends  here,  was  the  fcene  which  we  had 
beheld  juft  before.  What  they  call  the  hoft  was 
carried  about,  with  fuch  a  proceflion  of  the  army, 
corporation,  clergy,  and  little  children,  as  I  never 
faw  before,  or  could  have  fuppofed  •,  there  being 
many  thoufands  both  of  people,  and  images  of 
filver,  pewter,  and  wood  \  hundreds  of  candles 
near  fix  feet  long  ;  abundance  of  rich  filk  and 
other  veftments  ;  barefooted  and  fhaven  headed 
friars  \  muiick,  drums,  &c.  cannon  firing,  and  bells 
ringing.  So  that,  after  all  this  ftir,  to  fit  down 
with  our  friends,  under  our  own  vines  and  fig-trees, 
and  meafurably  to  partake  of  fubftantiai  food,  was 
truly  joyous  ;  and  more  efpecially  fo,  under  the 
belief  that  the  one  fhall  decreafe,  and  the  other 
increafe.  We  fpent  a  full  week  at  Dunkirk,  to  a 
good  degree  of  fatisfaction,  perceiving  the  bleffing 
I   4  that 
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that  thofc  new  fettlers  may  be  in  that  land,  and 
at  this  important  juncture,  if  they  wifely  keep  to, 
and  are  graciouily  kept  by,  the  preferving  un- 
changeable principle  of  truth.  They  are  at  prefent 
worth  vifiting,  and  their  number  is  likely  foon  to 
be  increafed  from  Nantucket. 

After  having  four  publick  meetings  in  Dunkirk  ; 
(at  all  which  divers  not  of  our  fociety  attended) 
and  feveral  private  ones,  we  proceeded  to  Oftend, 
(B.  R.  going  with  us)  here  we  fpent  a  day  to  fatif- 
faction,  finding  a  man  and  his  wife  from  London 
belonging  to  the  fociety,  who  had  not  feen  any  re- 
putable friends  for  feven  or  eight  years.  Though 
they  had  the  marks  of  being,  in  fome  degree,  rob- 
bed and  fpoiled,  yet  there  was  alfo  fomething  in 
them  to  viilt,  and  which  accepted  the  teftimony  of 
truth,  as  far  as  related  to  themfelves.  Divers 
books  were  alfo  fcattered,  and  not  without  a  hope 
that  the  bleffing  accompanied  fome  of  them  ;  for 
even  in  this  little  fervice,  there  is  a  great  difference 
in  our  feelings.  It  is  often  like  cafting  bread  upon 
the  waters,  and,  fometimes,  without  hope  of  re- 
turn in  any  day  or  age.  From  Oftend  we  continu- 
ed our  courfe  along  the  coaft,  by  way  of  Bruges, 
Flufhing,  and  Middleburgh  ;  at  the  two  latter  of 
which,  we  folemnly  paufed,  and  alfo  expofed  our- 
felves  to  the  obfervation  and  acquaintance  of  the 
people  ;  intimating  to  fome  our  errand,  and  making 
inquiry  for  fuch  as  were  feeking  the  truth.  With 
fome  fmall  exception,  they  appeared  to  be  in  their 
ftrong  holds,  and  fenced  cities,  intent  upon  this 
world's  gain,  which  is,  with  too  much  propriety,  cal- 
led their  god.  However,  a  few  books  were  left  among 

them  ; 
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them ;  and  finding  the  fon  of  a  friend  at  Middle- 
burgh,  we  had  an  opportunity  of  religious  retire- 
ment with  him,  and  of  dropping  fuch  counfel  as 
opened  therein.  He  appeared,  by  his  acknowledge- 
ment and  attention  to  us,  to  accept  the  vifit  kindly  ; 
but  his  fituation  is  exceedingly  unfafe.  From  Mid- 
dleburgh  we  went  to  a  little  port,  called  Campveer, 
and  there  hired  a  veflel  to  take  us  to  Rotterdam. 
We  had  a  very  pleafant  paflfage,  our  minds  being 
favoured  with  much  tranquillity  ;  and  after  a  thir- 
ty hours  fail,  arrived  at  our  port,  the  1 8th  of  the 
6th  month  ;  where,  as  we  expected,  we  entered 
into  a  frefh  trial  of  fidelity  to  the  precious  caufe. 
Here  we  ftaid  three  days,  vifited  ibme  former  ac- 
quaintances, who  were  very  kind  •,  and  commenced 
new  ones  with  fuch  as  feemed  to  underftand  how 
to  receive  difciples  in  the  name  of  difciples.  To  one 
or  two  of  this  clafs,  our  minds  were  particularly  united. 
Being  there  on  a  firft  day,  we  had  two  publick  meet- 
ings, both  conliderably  attended,  but  efpecially  the  lat- 
ter, which  was  alfo  a  truly  folemn  and  profitable  op- 
portunity. Between  Dunkirk  and  Rotterdam,  we 
had  divers  opportunities  of  difieminating  the  know- 
ledge of  the  principle  of  truth,  by  the  diftribution 
of  books,  and  fome  conferences  in  a  private  way  ; 
but  had  no  publick  meeting,  though  our  minds 
were  in  feveral  places,  brought  under  a  coniiderabie 
weight  of  exercife  *,  which  feemed  to  anfwer  no 
more  end,  than  the  people's  walking  round  the 
walls  of  Jericho  ;  and  were  it  not  that  we  are  con- 
vinced, even  from  outward  obfervation,  that  the 
Lord  is  at  work  in  the  kingdoms  of  men,  and  mak- 
ing a  way  for  his  own  feed,  we  might  conclude, 
that  the  fortiikations  which  this  world's  fpirit  hath 
I   S  erected, 


i96  THE      LIFE      OF 

erected,  particularly  in  Holland,  will  hardly  ever  be 
taken  down.  We  went  pretty  directly  from  Rotter- 
dam to  Amfterdam,  where  we  had  our  fhareof  fecret 
dippings  and  difcouragements ;  but  not  expecting 
great  things  in  our  fetting  out,  or  defiririg  to  be 
borne  up  above  a  feeling  of  what  we  are,  and  the 
©ppreflion  and  obfeurity  of  the  true  feed,  we  are 
the  lefs  expofed  to  a  fpirit  of  difmay  ;  and  engaged 
at  times,  in  fimplicity,  to  fet  down  together,  pro- 
fefledly  to  wait  for  the  guidance  of  truth,  or  a  dis- 
covery that  the  cloud  refts  upon  the  tabernacle. 
In  thefe  feafons,  we  have  been  ftrengtheiied,  and 
cemented  in  beft  unity,  and  alfo  encouraged  to 
hold  on  in  a  path  to  be  trodden  more  by  faith, 
than  fight. 

In  the  publick  meetings,  of  which  we  have  at- 
tended three,  we  experienced  painful  exercife ;  and 
yet  I  thought  on  firft  day,  that  both  the  fittings 
were,  upon  the  whole,  folid  and  lively.  We  re- 
ceived accounts  of  our  brother,  Jofeph  Grubb,  be- 
ing in  a  very  declining  ftate  of  health,  which  had 
made  its  appearance  before  we  left  home  5  and 
being  in  partnerfhip  with  my  Robert  Grubb,  and 
the  care  of  bufinefs  forbidden  to  my  brother,  my 
hufband  thought  it  his  duty  to  offer  him  all  the 
relief  he  could;  a  tranquil  mind  refpecting  outward- 
things,  being  of  unfpeakable  confequertce  to  the 
latter  part  of  a  man's  life  :  this,  without  any  anxi- 
ety about  our  own  property,  and  a  prefentiment 
before  we  left  home,  that  he  would  hardly  go 
through  the  journey,  induced  us,  though  much 
in  the  crofs,  to  feparate.  We  were  detained  at 
Amfterdam  longer  than  we  expected  ;  one  occafion 
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of  which  was  the  printing  of  fome  extracts  from 
Hugh  Turford's  writings,  with  an  addition  from 
Mary  Brook  on  Silent  waiting,  which  fome  of 
our  company  translated  into  French.  It  contains 
very  fuitable  matter  for  the  prefent  age,  and  is  an 
acceptable  publication  to  J.  M.  and  B.  R.  to 
diftribute  in  France,  and  alfo  convenient  to  us  in 
this  journey,  as  many  underftand  French.  We 
have  a  large  ftock  of  other  books,  very  eligible 
for  our  purpofe,  which  the  meeting  for  fufterings 
has  given  us  for  distribution.  The  6th  of  the  7th 
month  we  came  to  Utrecht,  where  J.  M.  being  ten- 
der took  cold,  and  was  confined  next  day  to  the 
houfe;  and  as  he  did  not  ail  a  great  deal,  it  fuit- 
ed  our  plan  of  fpending  one  day  quietly  together, 
before  we  parted,  he  and  B.  R.  having  concluded 
to  go  from  hence  to  Dunkirk,  and  J.  M.  from 
that  place  to  his  home.  This  has  been  a  trial  to 
us,  but  knowing  J.  M's  attention  to  beft  direction, 
and  alfo  his  dehre,  if  right,  of  keeping  with  us, 
we  dared  not  to  periuade  him  to  fuit  our  inclina- 
tions and  convenience  ;  and  therefore,  after  en- 
joying each  others  company,  in  fvveet  fellowfhip 
and  tendernefs  of  fpirit,  we  parted ;  our  little  band 
then  conflfting  of  George  and  Sarah  Dillwyn,  J. 
B.  and  myfelf,  with  the  moft  arduous  part  of  the 
journey  in  profpect.  Perhaps  this  Stripping  of" 
outward  help  is  wifely  difpenied  to  us:  in  that 
light  we  view  it,  and  dare  not  difpute  divine  Suf- 
ficiency. Soon  after  our  friends  were  gone,  we 
concluded  to  pay  a  vifit  to  a  family  of  Amfterdam,, 
(with  which  we  were  acquainted  when  there 
before)  who  now  refide  at  their  country  houfe 
about  ha  from  that  citj  tc 

.    u 
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accordingly  fet  off,  and  arrived  about  five,  and 
were  received  more  like  near  relations  united  on 
the  beft  ground,  than  as  people  of  another  nation 
and  profeiliom  We  alfo  met  here  two  women  of 
confiderable  account  on  a  vifit ;  to  one  of  them 
particularly,  our  minds  were  nearly  drawn,  and 
the  little  inftruction  which  was  in  our  power  to 
communicate,  from  the  exercife  of  our  minds,  bro- 
ken French,  and  the  ufe  of  the  fcriptures,  to  par- 
ticular paffages  of  which  we  directed  them  as  they 
occurred,  was  received  with  a  religious  fenfibility, 
which  greatly  united  us  together,  and  which  words 
cannot  fully  fet  forth.*      Though  we  often  lament 

our 


*  Some  time  afterwards,  me  wrote  the  following 
letter  to  one  of  the  women  of  that  family.  Remem- 
bering thy  requeit  to  hear  from  our  little  company  when 
we  returned  from  Germany,  and  being  now  fo  near 
yon,  I  felt  an  inclination  to  tell  thee,  and  thy  valuable 
brother  and  fifter,  that,  through  the  merciful  direction 
and  care  of  providence,  we  have  got  along  to  a  good 
degree  of  fatis  fact  ion,  and  been  favoured,  upon  the 
whole,  with  a  moderate  (hare  of  health.  We  purfued 
our  journey  from  Utrecht,  by  way  of  Arnheim  and 
Munfter,  to  Pyrmont ;  there  we  ftaid  two  weeks,  and 
then  went  to  Rinteln,  Mindcn,  Ofnabruck,  and  Bile- 
feld,  and  fo,  by  way  of  Munfter,  to  Crevelt,  Dufleldorf, 
Mulheim  on  the  Rhine,  Elberfeh,  and  from  thence  to 
Cievcs.  We  found  a-  few  in  many  of  thefe  places,  who, 
being  weary  of  the  ceremonial  part  of  religion,  are  de- 
firing  its  living  fubftance,  and  to  be  true  worfhippera 
in  fpirit.  Thefe  have  many  difficulties  from  within  and 
without ;  but  if  they  depend,  fingly,  upon  divine  help, 
and  ceafe  to  recommend  themfelves  by  their  own  dead 
works,  we  have  a  hope,  that  they  will  gradually  retire 
from  the  confufion  of  the  carnal  mind,  to  the  true  fheep- 
fold.  Were  the  profefTbrs  of  chriftianity  more  generally 
acquainted  with  the  undented  reft,  which  the  redeemed 
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our  ignorance  of  the  language  of  this  people,  and 
its  attendant  inconveniencies,  yet  I  was  never  more 
convinced  of  the  influence  of  truth  qualifying  to 
fpeak  to  one  another  in  our  own  tongues,  though 
utterly  incapable  in  any  other  language,  than  that 
of  the  fpirit  *,  for  in  the  prefent  cafe,  we  were  not 
fenfible  of  either  us,  or  the  caule,  fuffering  under 
our  apparent  difadvantages.  We  cannot  always 
judge  why  we  are  fo  led,  and  why  fo  deftitute  of 
fome  outward  accommodations  to  the  fervice, 
which  human  prudence  would  naturally  point  out  ; 
but  I  may  acknowledge  that,  on  this  account,  I 
never  was  more  contented  and  fupported  in  an 
humble  truft,  that  the  good  and  Almighty  Hand 
is  with  us  in  "  thefe  mortifying  labours."  We 
left  Utrecht  on  feventh  day  morning,  and  came  to 
Wageninge,  which  is  an  agreeable  little  town.  The 
inhabitants  were  greatly  furprifed  at  feeing  us,  but 
became  uncommonly  civil  and  courteous  ;  in  part 
owing  to  a  man  who  drove  us  from  Utrecht,  who 
by  fome  means,  unknown  to  us,  conceived  fo  fa- 
vourable an  opinion  of  us,   and  feemed  furnifhed 

with 

mind  is  rtrengthened  to  gather  to,  they  would  dete<5t  the 
fallacy  of  unfanctified  forms  and  miniftry,  and  rejoicingly 
receive  the  eternal  Witnefs  for  God  in  themfelves,  for 
their  Lawgiver,  Friend,  and  Comforter. 

We  reflect  with  fatisfaction  upon  our  vifit  to  Middle- 
waart ;  not  only  in  remembrance  of  your  affectionate 
hofpitality,  but  alfo  of  the  uniting  virtue  of  truth  upon 
our  minds,  which  left  a  pleafant  favour  after  we  fepa- 
rated  ;  and  now  reviving,  with  renewed  defire  for  all 
our  prcfervation,  and  increafing  intimacy  with  the  good 
Shepherd  of  his  fheep,  I  falute  thee,  my  dear  friend, 
in  lirterly  affection. 

S.  G. 
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with  fuch  materials  for  description,  that  where-cver 
we  ftopt,  he  was  fure  to  influence  the  people  in  our 
favour,  and  they  united  in  teftimonies  of  affe&ion 
and  kindnefs.  We  fpent  all  fir  ft  day  in  Wagen- 
inge ;  had  a  little,  but  folemn  and  refreihing  meet- 
ing of  our  own  company,  and  had  alio  the  compa- 
ny of  a  young  Prieft  of  good  character.  He  and 
George  Dillwyh  converted  (I  believe  intelligibly) 
upon  fome  important  fubjedts  in  French,  though 
perhaps  neither  of  them  were  fully  acquainted  with 
the  language  ;  but  the  beft  fenfe  being  prefent,, 
that  defeat  was  made  up  thereby. 

We  left  a  few  fuitable  books  with  them,  which 
were  very  kindly  accepted  •,  and  our  parting  was 
With  apparent  lentiments  of  affectionate  efteem. 
We  alfo  gave  books  to  divers  others,  and  had  a 
fatisfafbion  in  fpending  this  little  time  among  a 
kind,  fimple  hearted  people.  The  people  of  the 
inn  are  particularly  of  this  defcription,  their  con- 
duit manifefting  a  pleafure  which  they  had  in  en- 
tertaining us.  Thefe  comfortable  fpots  and  feelings, 
fomewhat  refemble  Elijah's  food,  on  the  ftrength 
of  which  he  had  to  travel  many  days.  As  neither 
the  great  work,  nor  the  capacity  to  do  it,  is  ours, 
fo  we  may  be  emboldened  to  hope,  that  our 
acceptance  will  ftand  in  proportion  to  our  obedi- 
ence to  that  we  have,  rather  than  to  that  we  have 
not.  From  Wageninge  we  came  to  Arnheim, 
where  we  fpent  one  day  agreeably,  were  at  the 
houfe  of  very  civil  people  ;  and  though  we  did  not 
commence  much  acquaintance,  yet  were  fati£ 
fied  with  our  little  detention  there,  and  to  one  or 
other  left  feveral  books.  Here  we  met  with  a  kind 
man  who  fpeaks  Englilh  well,  fays  he  was  feafon- 
ably,  and  effectually  ferved  by  a  friend  in  England, 

when 
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when  he  was  a  ftranger  there  ;  and  this  is  (no 
doubt)  an  additional  inducement  to  lay  himfelf  out 
to  oblige  us,  which  he  does  with  the  appearance  of 
much  fincerity.  Thefe  journies,  I  fometimes  hope, 
will  in  future  open  my  heart  with  more  cordiality 
to  ftrangers ;  for  "  knowing  the  heart  of  a  ftranger,'' 
a  deficiency  herein  would  be  doubly  culpable.  The 
next  place  we  went  to  was  Doefburgh,  where  our 
feelings  were  rather  unufually  pleafant  •,  but  we 
did  not  find  any  ftop  thereby  in  our  progrefs.  The 
landlady  at  the  inn  where  we  flopped,  appeared  and 
approved  herfelf  to  be  far  from  the  common  fort, 
for  dignity  of  manners  and  folidity,  if  not  religious 
weightinefs  of  mind.  Her  conduct  to  us  was  truly 
friendly,  manifefting  an  affection  and  liberality  be- 
coming other  parts  of  her  charadler.  We  gave  her 
a  Barclay's  Apology  in  Dutch,  and  feveral  books 
in  French,  which  flie  appeared  fully  qualified  to 
read,  and  in  a  good  degree  to  underftand  :  fhe 
Wanted  much  to  pay  for  them,  but  on  any  terms 
was  glad  to  receive  them  •,  and  after  looking  over 
the  fummary,  promifed  to  lend  them  among  fome 
of  her  neighbours.  Germany  is  a  country  very 
unlike  the  Netherlands,  both  in  the  face  of  it,  and 
in  the  manners  of  its  inhabitants  ;  the  people  be- 
ing kept  in  a  ftate  of  greater  fervility  under  princes 
of  fmali  territories.  Our  difficulties  in  the  way  of 
travelling  commenced  when  we  left  Holland  ;  for 
after  gliding  along  in  Treckfchutes,  upon  their 
quiet  waters,  we  got  into  waggons,  the  beft  pub- 
lick  conveyances  the  country  afforded,  and  the 
roads  being  extremely  bad,  we  were  jolted  to  a  de- 
gree not  eafy  to  fuppofe  ;  and  for  want  of  knowing 
the  language,   were  impofed  upon,    and  induced  to 

take 
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take  our  pafTage  in  the  poft  waggon,  underftanding 
that  we  fhould  have  it  to  ourfelves,  arrive  feafona- 
bly  at  our  lodgings  the  two  nights  in  profpect,  and 
have  time  enough  for  reft.  But  inftead  of  thefe 
fine  things,  after  they  got  our  money,  a  Capuchin 
Friar,  and  a  very  ill  looking  man,  were  put  in  with 
us,  and  we  kept  in  this  fituation,  with  two  meals 
wanting,  through  a  dark  rainy  night  (the  wet  com- 
ing in  upon  us)  until  three  o'clock  the  next  morn- 
ing ;  when,  after  two  hours  reft,  we  were  fum- 
moned  again,  and  without  flopping  to  take  any 
meals,  fave  our  dinners,  travelled  on  until  we  arriv- 
ed, about  one  o'clock  next  morning,  at  the  gates 
of  Munfter,  a  fortified  city  \  where  we  had  to  wait 
for  an  entrance  more  than  half  an  hour  ,  and  then 
had  to  find  our  lodgings  among  a  people  of  a  ftrange 
language,  whofe  principal  object  was  to  get  from 
us  all  they  could.  This  is  a  hint  of  the  manner  in 
which  we  got  along,  and  I  mention  it  to  fhew  the 
inconvenience  ftrangers  are  fubject  to,  and  how 
different  the  fare  of  thefe  countries  is  from  that  of 
England  ;  at  the  fame  time  an  acknowledgement 
of  providential  care  is  abundantly  due  from  usJ 
Our  minds,  during  this  extraordinary  trial  of  body 
and  fpirits,  were  remarkably  fuftained  with  cheer- 
ful tranquillity,  and  an  abounding  defire  to  com- 
fort one  another  in  this  painful  imprifonment. 
We  were  alfo  preferved  at  the  time  from  fuffering 
in  our  health,  and  found  that  part  of  two  days, 
reft  in  Munfter,    recruited  us  finely. 

Our  ftay  in  that  city  was  very  fatisfaclory,  find- 
ing it  to  be  a  place  of  considerable  opennefs.  One 
man  in  particular,  a  profefibr  of  languages  in  the 

univerfity 
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univerfity,  who  was  fick,  received  our  men  with 
brotherly  affection  and  joy,  had  very  fatisfaclory 
converfation  with  them,  and  was  glad  to  receive 
divers  of  our  books,  fome  of  which  he  intended 
to  put  into  their  publick  library.  He  told  them 
of  a  relation  of  his,  in  a  part  of  Germany  where 
we  have  not  been,  who  is  fully  convinced  of  our 
principles,  but  who  has  not  dared  openly  to  avow 
them  ;  and  faid,  that  in  fome  other  parts,  there 
are  many  fuch,  which  we  have  fince  found  to  be 
the  cafe.  A  ferious  young  nobleman,  a  pupil  of 
his,  intending  to  take  a  tour  to  England,  was  de- 
firous  of  being  recommended  to  fome  friend  in 
London,  in  which  George  Dillwyn  gratified  him* 
Many  other  opportunities  occurred  of  cafting  books 
into  the  hands  of  ferious  people,  and  in  an  imper- 
fect, way  intimating  to  them  fuch  truths,  as  at  that 
time  we  were  furnilhed  with.  From  Munfter  we 
came  by  way  of  Warrendorf,  Padderborn,  &c. 
through  Weftphalia,  to  Pyrmont,  which  we  reached 
the  23d  of  the  7th  month.  Here  our  minds  were 
foon  comforted  in  the  belief,  that  there  is  a  feed  in 
thefe  parts,  which,  however  hidden  from  the  world, 
and  the  many  churches  profeffing  the  chriftian 
name,  are  prefling  after  an  eftablifhment  on  the 
right  foundation.  Our  minds  were  greatly  favour- 
ed with  peaceful  ferenity,  and  a  fteady  reliance  on 
providential  care;  fo  that  inftead  of  difficulties  de- 
preffing,  they  rather  animated  our  fpirits  to  prefs 
forward,  towards  the  fulfilling  of  our  allotted  por- 
tion of  travail  and  exercife,  and  to  bear  up  one  ano- 
ther, according  to  our  ability,  through  all.  Never- 
theless, there  have  been  feafons  when  Satan  did  not 
fail  to  fuggeft  to  the  weaknefs  of  my  mind,   that 

wc 
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we  were  running  in  vain.  But  to  all  our  hum- 
bling encouragement,  after  we  arrived  at  Pyrmont, 
and  particularly  in  the  fecond  meeting  there,  among 
ar  fimple  hearted,  feeking  people,  we  were  con- 
yinced  that  it  was  not  fo,  and  that  infinite  kindnefs 
would  alfo  prefer ve  us  from  labouring  in  vain.  It 
was  an  opportunity  wherein  (to  the  praife  of  the 
grace  which  we  depend  upon)  we  may  fay,  thaty 
for  a  time,  "  the  feed  reigned  over  all."  Vifitors. 
and  vifited  experienced  it  to  be  a  feafon  of  un- 
common contrition,  and  during,  the  extenfion  o£ 
the  holy  Wing,  our  fpirits  feemed  gathered  into 
perfect  unity  ;  fo  efficacious  is  divine  life  and 
love  !  It  appears  that  two  years  ago,  there  were 
about  twenty  in  Pyrmont,  who  being  uneafy  withr 
the  dead  formality  of  many  profeflbrs,  met  to- 
gether in  their  own  houfesr  fometimes  reading, 
finging,  or  praying,  as  they  apprehended  moft  right- 
They  underwent  confiderable  perfecution  on  this 
account  from  the  avaricious  priefts,  who  perfuaded 
people  not  to  do  bufinefs  with  them;  and  being  ge- 
nerally low  in  the  world,  they  fuffered  in  this  ref- 
peft ;  but  it  appears  that  they  were  not  hindered 
thereby  from  meeting  together :  yet  their  reft,  not 
being  a  pure  one,  was  broken  up  ;  fome  of  them 
finding  their  reformation  from  what  they  faw  to  be 
wrong,  was  very  fmall,  concluded  there  was  fome- 
thing  more  fubftantial  than  what  they  had  yet  ex- 
perienced ;  and  this  being  fuggcfted  to  the  reft, 
occafioned  a  divifion  among  them.  A  few  returned 
to  the  profeffion  they  had  left,  and  the  others  ceat 
ed  to  meet  together ;  yet  it  is  wonderful  to  fee  the 
brotherly  kindnefs  which  diftinguifhes  them  from 
others.     They  call  themfelves  friends,   and  with 

much 
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much  propriety,  to  each  other.  We  fpent  about 
two  weeks  in  Pyrmont,  with  fatisfacHon  of  mind. 
For  three  rooms,  three  beds,  fire,  candles,  and 
the  ufe  of  the  kitchen,  we  paid  15s.  per  week, 
found  our  own  provifions,  cooked  them  ourfelvcs, 
with  the  affiftance  of  a  girl,  and  an  elderly  man, 
one  of  the  friends  who  fpoke  Englifh  pretty  Well. 
He  marketed  for  us,  interpreted  on  more  impor- 
tant occafions,  and  ferved  us  with  great  folidify 
and  cheerfulnefs.  In  many  refpects,  we  felt  as  if 
we  were  at  home,  though  among  a  people,  few  of 
whom  knew  what  we  faid  •,  but  they  told  us  bf 
figns,  that  they  felt  that  whkh  was  better  than 
words,  and  which  required  none  to  {ct  it  forth: 
O  !  that  we  may  be  preferred  in,*  and  feel  more 
and  more  bound  to,  our  own  line  and  meafure 
of  duty  ;  that  as  the  work  is  the  Lord's,  the  ma- 
nagement of  it  may  alfo  be  in  his  wifdom,  and  tend 
to  his  glory ;  and  then  no  matter  how  low  and  abat- 
ed the  creature  becomes.  During  our  ftay  at  Pyr- 
mont, we  had  many  meetings,  fome  of  which  were 
uncommonly  contriting  opportunities,  wherein  their 
doubts  feemed  to  fubfide,  and  the  virtue  of  truth  to 
fweeten  and  refrefh  their  weary  fpirits.*  In  many 
refpects  they  are  weak,  and  yet  fo  fincerely  deiirous 
to  obtain  "  the  one  thing  needful,"  that  we  enter- 
tain a  hope,  that  fome  of  them  will  increafe  in 
fteadfaftnefs  to  what  they  know  to  be  right.  Our 
minds  are  often  involved  in  difcouragement  and 
conflict:    the  weaknefs  of  our  frames,   and  perhaps 

the 

*  At  one  meeting  we  had  the  company  of  four  men, 
who  walked  the  day  before  near  twenty  miles,  to  fit 
with  us  ;  and  that  of  another  man,  who  came  about  forty, 
alfo  on  foot. 
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the  profpeft  of  the  unfiniflied  part  of  the  work, 
may  be  the  occafion  of  thefe.  But  let  us  remem- 
ber, that  until  they  are  overcome  by  the  power  of 
victorious  faith,  it  is  our  feed  time  rather  than 
harveft,  and  therefore  we  are  called  upon,  by  mer- 
ciful and  heart-folacing  intimations,  to  fow  in  hope. 
Whether  any  apparent  fruits  ever  appear  from  this 
journey,  we  feem  comfortably  fatisfied  at  times, 
that  it  will  not  be  loft  in  the  unlimited  family  of 
the  one  univerfal  Parent  \  and  if  we  are  but  fa- 
voured to  keep  the  word  of  his  patience,  {o  as  to 
hold  out  to  the  end,  and  return  without  condemn- 
ation, it  will  not  be  loft  to  us.  We  fet  off  from 
Pyrmont  for  Rinteln  upon  a  different  plan  from 
that  on  which  we  had  travelled  before  ;  for  having 
a  man  to  do  little  fervices  for  us  when  there,  who 
is  one  of  their  friends,  and  fpeaks  Englifh  well,  we 
faw  an  extraordinary  convenience  would  attend  our 
taking  him  with  us  ;  and  therefore  have  taken  a 
light  waggon,  and  a  pair  of  horfes,  which  faves  us 
impolition  and  trouble  in  procuring  carriages,  &c. 

Our  man  condufts  himfelf  with  great  propriety 
and  fimplicity,  as  our  friend,  guide,  interpreter, 
and  fervant ;  being  charioteer,  and  doing  a  great 
deal  for  us  befides.  We  fpent  a  week  at  Rinteln, 
and  had  feveral  meetings  among  them,  befides  pri- 
vate religious  opportunities,  in  feveral  of  their  fa- 
milies, and  left  fome  of  our  books  for  a  univerfity 
in  that  town.  In  our  way  here,  we  came  through 
a  fkirt  of  Hanover,  where  we  beheld,  in  the  im- 
provements of  the  country,  and  the  appearance 
of  the  people,  a  cheering  refemblance  of  Eng- 
land.     About  Rinteln,   there  are  near  twenty   of 

thofe 
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thofe  who  call  themfelves  friends,  and  fome  of 
them  we  believe  to  be  lively  fpirited  people,  and 
considerably  experienced  in  the  inward  work  of  re- 
ligion ;  of  whom  we  have  a  comfortable  hope, 
whether  they  are  ever  known  to  our  gathered,  vi- 
fible  church,  or  not.  We  are  now  in  this  coun- 
try under  a  frequent  fenfe  of  inward  poverty,  and 
with  many  confirmations  that,  of  ourfelves,  wc 
can  do  nothing ;  yet  trufting  that  beft  wifdom  has 
turned  us  into  this  little  field  of  labour,  we  dare 
not,  with  our  prefent  feelings,  defert  it ;  but  we 
go  on  from  fpot  to  fpot,  as  we  apprehend  is  moft 
in  the  line  of  our  duty.  From  Rinteln  we  proceed- 
en  to  Minden,  where  we  found  a  little  company  of 
fincere  hearted,  and  exercifed  chriftian  travellers, 
who  appeared  glad  of  our  vifit,  and  exprefled  a 
belief  that  it  was  in  divine  appointment  for  their 
good.  They  feemed  more  defirous  for  a  right  open- 
ing to  fit  down  together  in  filent  waiting,  than  to 
enter  into  converfation  about  what  they  had  alrea- 
dy experienced.  We  had  feveral  folid,  and  I  hope 
edifying,  meetings  among  them,  to  which  feveral 
came  from  the  country  many  miles  on  foot,  which 
demonftrated  their  earneftnefs  to  be  helped  on  in 
the  right  way  ;  among  thefe  was  a  blind  woman 
who  gets  her  living  by  fpinning,  and  who  walked 
feventeen  miles  to  meet  us.  She  is  an  example  of 
chriftian  fortitude,  and  true  nobility  •,  for  on  our 
afking  her,  if  fhe  was  not  under  difficulties  in  pro- 
curing herfelf  a  living,  fhe  gratefully  anfwered, 
that  her  friends  fometimes  helped  her,  that  fhe 
knew  fhe  was  poor,  but  when  fhe  reflected  upon 
her  fupplies,  and  the  query  revived  in  her  mind, 
u  if  fhe  lacked  any  thing,"  the  acknowledgement  al- 
ways 
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ways  Succeeded,  8  nothing,  Lord."  She  told  u$, 
with  great  humility  and  tendernefs,  that  her  know* 
ledge  of  the  truth  was  not  obtained  by  books  or  out- 
ward means,  but  by  the  operation  of  the  divine 
principle  in  her  own  heart.  I  hope  we  have 
been  preferved,  thus  far,  from  drawing  the  in- 
ward attention  of  thofe  whom  we  have  vifited, 
to  ourSelves,  or  attaching  them  in  the  ^frec~tionats 
part  to  any  representation  of  good.  The  fecret, 
Sympathetic  exerciSe  which  we  have  felt  on  their 
account,  and  in  company  with  them,  hath,  I  do 
believe,  brought  us  all  at  times,  to  the  renewed 
difcovery  of  the  everlafting  foundation  ;  and  we 
have  a  hope  that  Some  of  thefe  will  acceptably 
build  thereon.  We  here  met  with  great  civility, 
and  tendernefs  of  fpirit,  from  a  counfellor  and  di- 
rector of  this  place  ;  but  the  crofs  is  a  mighty 
fhimbling  block ;  he  often  makes  me  think  of  Nico- 
demus :  when  we  left  the  town,  he  kindly  went  before 
us  to  an  inn  on  the  road,  where  he  had  provided  cof- 
fee, and  convened  feveral  of  the  friends  to  take  their 
laft  leave  ;  a  parting  which  I  hope  was  attended 
with  true  Solemnity,  as  well  as  brokennefs  of  fpirit. 
With  tears  he  exprefled  his  deiire,  that  He  who 
faid  he  would  be  with  his  difciples  to  the  end  of  the 
world,  would  go  with  us,  and  bleSs  his  own  work. 
Next  day  we  travelled  towards  Buer,  and  dined  fweett 
ly  in  a  field,  on  provifion  which  we  took  with  us, 
whilft  our  horfes  were  eating  corn.  Wc  then  turn- 
ed a  little  out  of  the  road,  to  vifit  a  man  and  his 
wife,  whom  the  Prieft  is  perfecuting  for  abfentintf 
themfelves  from  his  place  of  worfhip.  He  has  got 
the  Magiftrate  to  fine  them  near  twenty  ihillings, 
(which  is  a  great  deal  for  them)  and  they  refuting 

to 
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to  pay  it,  from  an  apprehenfion  of  duty,  have 
fuffered  diftrefs  of  their  goods,  with  chriftian  fim- 
plicity  and  firmnefs.  After  fpending  near  two  hours 
with  them  (I  hope  to  our  and  their  edification) 
we  came  on  to  Buer.  In  the  neighbourhood  of 
this  town  live  a  little  company  of  Zion's  travellers, 
with  whom  we  had  a  meeting ;  and  our  gracious 
Helper  being  near,  by  his  good  fpirit,  rendered  it 
an  humbling  and  refrefhing  opportunity.  We  have 
many  encampments,  and  when  we  fhall  get  through 
this  wildernefs,  is  very  uncertain ;  for  my  part,  I 
fee  no  way  yet  !  This  blindnefs  is,  probably,  to  try 
my  patience,  of  which  I  feem,  at  times,  to  have  a 
reducing  ftock ;  but  am  fecretly  fupported,  in 
knowing  Him  in  whom  I  have,  through  holy  help, 
believed.  We  have  great  caufe  to  be  humbly  thank- 
ful, for  that  portion  of  fure  direction  and  ability, 
which,  for  our  inftruftion  as  well  as  comfort,  have 
been  revealed  in  the  midft  of  our  weaknefs,  and 
become  as  a  table  in  the  wildernefs,  furnifhed  with 
food  wifely  adapted  to  the  neceflities  of  weary  and 
hungry  travellers.  It  feems  very  Angular,  when  I 
recollect  myfelf,  that  we  arc  keeping  houfe  in  Prul- 
fia,  and  considerably  united  to  fome  of  its  inha- 
bitants, who  were  lately  entire  ftrangers  ;  and,  in 
degree,  feel  as  if  we  were  at  home,  though  fo 
far  from  that  which  is  called  home.  It  is  a  lit- 
tle like  being  in  a  new  world,  yet  fo  near 
the  old  one,  as  to  be  diftinguifhed  for  fimilar 
evils,  and  that  fafSion  which  pafleth  away,  when 
truth,  which  is  ftrongeft  of  all,  takes  its  pofleffions. 
It  is  very  pleafant  in  thefe  journeys  to  feel  this 
fentiment  lively  upon  our  fpirits,  "  the  earth  is  the 
Lord's,"  &c.     We  went  from  Buer  to  Ofnabruck 

the 
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the  26th  of  the  8th  month,  where  we  fpent  feveral 
days  under  confiderable  exercife  of  mind,  and  not 
finding  that  our  vifit  was  likely  to  be  attended 
with  any  ufe,  and  being  alfo  fatigued  various 
ways,  we  were  fo  difcouraged,  that  we  were  about 
concluding  to  leave  the  town  next  day,  though 
we  thought  the  way  to  it  had  opened  as  clearly  as 
to  moft  places  we  had  been  at ;  but  on  feeling 
further  about  it,  we  thought  it  fafeft  to  try  a  lit- 
tle longer,  and  not  move  in  the  dark.  Our  fitua- 
tion  was  unfavourable,  being  at  a  Roman  Catholick 
Inn  where  the  Proteftants  are  afraid  to  come,  and 
our  Friend  and  interpreter  having  no  acquaintance 
in  the  place.  Thus  we  continued  until  feventh 
day  evening,  without  any  thing  fatisfa&ory  occur- 
ring, except  giving  a  few  fummaries  *  to  fome 
Shopkeepers  on  whom  we  had  called,  and  having 
the  company  of  a  young  woman  who  had  inquir- 
ed concerning  us,  and  difcovered  a  ferious  defire 
to  be  with  us,  and  to  have  fome  of  our  books :  fhe 
appeared  to  us  to  be  poffefled  of  much  fweetnefs, 
and  valuable  fenfibility.  On  feventh  day  evening, 
our  men  called  upon  the  merchant,  on  whom 
they  had  a  letter  of  credit,  who  fpeaks  Englifli  well, 
behaved  with  great  kindnefs,  and  foon  apprehend- 
ing their  errand,  (having  fome  knowledge  of  the 
fociety  in  England)  went  with  them  to  an  overfeer 
of  part  of  his  bufinefs,  who  was  a  religious  man, 
and  difcontented  with  the  ceremonious  part  of  the 
world's  worfhip.  They  found  this  perfon  a  little 
fhy  at  flrft,  but  he  foon  opened  to  them  with  fim- 
plicity,  and  difcovered  himfelf  to  be  a  man  who  was 

awakened 

*  Thefe  were  books  containing  a  fummary  account  of 
our  principles. 
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awakened  to  a  profitable  fenfe  of  his  own  frate, 
and  to  a  fincere  defire  to  be  led  in  divine  counfel, 
to  greater  acceptance  than  the  (hadows  of  things 
could  yield  him.  He  came  with  them  to  the  inn, 
and  we  fpent  the  evening  agreeably  together.  He 
told  us  of  a  few  more  in  the  town  of  his  fenti- 
ments,  who  met  together  every  firft  day  evening,  to 
read,  &c.  and  on  being  afked,  if  they  would  be 
willing  to  fit  with  us  after  our  manner,  he  expreiT- 
ed  his  own  inclination  fo  to  do  ;  and  after  inquir- 
ing of  others,  told  us  next  morning,  that  it  was 
agreeable  to  them  alh  In  the  morning,  we  were 
furprifed  and  comforted  with  the  fight  of  a  very 
folid  feeling  young  woman  from  Buer,  in  the  ca- 
pacity of  a  fervant,  who  had  walked  fifteen  miles 
to  meet  us,  in  confequence  of  a  fecret  draft  in  her 
own  mind,  without  having  any  reafon  to  expecl, 
from  what  had  pafled,  that  we  mould  be  at  Ofna- 
bruck  fo  long.  After  getting  her  fome  refresh- 
ment, we  fix  fat  down  together,  and  had  a 
ftrengthening  opportunity,  wherein  dear  George 
Dillwyn  miniftered  to  us.  At  four  in  the  after- 
noon, we  had  a  meeting  with  about  eight  more, 
among  whom  was  an  officer,  who  behaved  folidly. 
It  was  a  time  of  favour,  and  I  believe  deep  inftruc- 
tion  to  fome  there,  who  had  not  before  ieen  the 
neceflity  of  ceafing  from  their  own  works,  and 
depending  only  upon  the  renewal  of  divine  life 
in  the  foul,  for  qualifications  rightly  to  worfhip. 
After  meeting  we  paid  a  vifit  to  one  of  their 
friends  who  was  fick,  with  whom  we  were  led 
into  fympathy  and  iiience,  and  to  whom  we  impart- 
ed fuch  counfel  as  truth  unfolded  at  that  time. 
Thefe  were  relieving  circumftances  to  us,  and  Cet 
K  us 
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us  at  liberty,  comfortably  to  depart  on  fecond  day 
morning  for  Hertford  or  Herwerden.  We  there- 
fore fet  off  with  the  profpect  of  a  pretty  eafy  day's 
journey,  but  found  the  road  very  rough,  and  in 
many  places  dangerous,  and  more  of  it  than  we 
expected ;  fo  that  we  were  grievoufly  jolted,  and 
out  until  near  ten  at  night,  very  contrary  to  our 
inclination  ;  for  we  tried  much  to  get  lodgings  in 
a  town  a  few  miles  off,  but  the  people  would  not 
take  us  in.  We  appear  very  ftrange  to  many  here, 
but  fo  different  to  a  few  who  are  acquainted  with 
the  truth,  that  the  diftinction  of  countries  feems 
almoft  loft,  and  proves  the  cementing  virtue  of 
religion.  At  Hertford  we  were  vifited  by  two 
religious  men,  who  come  under  the  defcription 
of  thofe  called  friends  in  thefe  parts  ;  and  they 
were  encouraged  to  faithfulnefs.  Our  men  alfo 
vifited  a  lawyer,  who  being  difcontented  with  the 
ufual  ceremonies  of  religion,  &c.  keeps  much  to 
himfelf.  Next  morning  as  we  were  at  breakfaft, 
propofing  to  depart,  there  came  two  men  from 
different  parts,  who  had  walked  many  miles 
through  the  rain  to  meet  us.  One  of  thefe  men, 
fome  time  ago,  refufed  to  be  married  by  the 
Prieft,  in  which,  and  in  other  things,  he  bore  a 
fteady  teftimony,  under  perfecution,  againft  an  hire- 
ling miniftry.  The  opennefs,  kindnefs  and  folidity 
of  his  manners  and  countenance,  were  pleafant  to 
us;  and  being  evidently  acquainted  with  filent  wait- 
ing, we  had  a  folemn  inftructive  opportunity  to- 
gether. From  Hertford,  we  proceeded  to  Bilefeld, 
a  town  where,  and  in  its  neighbourhood,  there  are 
many  religious  people,  and  particularly  agreeable  as 
to  the  outward;   but  it  was  a  vifit  attended  with  as 

deep 
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deep  baptifm,  and  continual  travail  of  fpirit,  as  we 
have  experienced  in  any  place  that  we  have  been  in; 
which,  with  the  providential  openings,  and  ftrength 
to  vifit  the  precious  feed  in  the  needful  time,  tend- 
ed to  convince  lis  that  we  were  in  the  way  of  our 
duty ;  a  moft  cheering  evidence,  in  this  dreary 
wildernefs,  and  a  full  reward  for  all  our  little  toils. 
At  this  place  there  are  fome  who  live  feparate  from 
all  publick  profeffion,  who  under  an  apprehenfion 
of  being  turned  out  of  the  way,  were  afraid,  for 
a  while,  to  give  us  any  of  their  company  :  but  be- 
ing alfo  afraid  to  let  the  opportunity  flip,  we  were 
invited  to  one  of  their  houfes,  to  confer  with  feve- 
ral  of  them  on  fuch  fubjects  as  might  occur,  in  or- 
der to  know  a  little  of  each  other.  Both  fides  were 
fomewhat  furprifed  to  find  fo  much  fimilarity  of 
fentiment,  refpecling  the  ground  and  teftimonies  of 
truth.  They  told  us,  that  if  there  were  a  people 
there,  who  ceafed  from  all  forms  or  activity  of  their 
own,  and  fat  down  in  Ample  dependance  upon  the 
operation  of  the  heavenly  gift,  they  would  embrace 
them  with  brotherly  affection,  and  rejoice  to  unite 
with  them  herein  ;  but  they  were  loath  to  believe, 
that  they  two  or  three  might  be  required  to  bear 
fuch  a  publick  teftimony  ;  nor  were  they  willing  to 
unite  with  us  in  fo  doing,  for  fear  of  the  people 
whofe  eyes  are  much  upon  ti^em.  They  are  people 
of  confiderablc  account,  and  are  v  il  of  draw- 

ing the  lower  clafs  of  the'r  neighbours  to  thcmfelves; 
and  being  of   Nice  .    like  better  to  ob- 

tain and  enjoy,  their  reli  'ious  ki. 
We  had,  neverthelefs,  feveral  opportunities  of  folid 
conference  together  ;    which    were   attended    with 
great  unanimity  and  cordiality  *,    the  lafl  of   which 
K   2  was 
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was  particularly  owned  with  the  circulation  of  di- 
vine virtue,  and  with  ftrength  fully  to  relieve  our 
minds  towards  them.  We  were  very  kindly  invited 
to  the  houfe  of  a  merchant,  who  appears  to  be  a 
very  fincere  man.  We  paid  him  and  his  daughter 
a  morning  vhlt  •,  but  they  were  not  content  with 
that,  and  therefore  prefled  us  to  fpend  firft  day 
evening  with  them.  In  the  morning  of  that  day, 
we  fat  together  in  the  inn,  where  we  had  the  com- 
pany of  an  honeft  man,  who  came  on  foot  fixteen 
miles  to  be  at  meeting  with  us,  and  alfo  of  four 
others,  of  the  town.  In  the  afternoon,  as  J.  B. 
was  taking  a  folitary  walk,  he  was  met  by  a  ferious 
man,  who  defired  his  company  to  a  houfe  a  little 
way  out  of  the  town  ;  he  complied  with  his  invita- 
tion, and  when  they  got  there,  they  found  fourteen 
people  met  together,  for  the  fake  of  religious  im- 
provement, who  foon  made  their  requeft  that  we 
would  all  go  and  fit  with  them.  I  was  laid  down, 
in  a  tried  fituation  of  mind,  when  J.  B.  brought 
the  invitation  which  had  in  it  fo  much  of  the  right 
favour,  that  we  embraced  it,  and  immediately  fet 
off,  having  above  an  Englifh  mile  to  walk.  By 
the  time  we  got  there,  they  were  about  twenty  in 
number.  We  foon  fettled  down  into  a  filence  tru- 
ly folemn,  which  lafted  a  confiderable  time  without 
interruption  of  any  kind  •,  and  when  the  channel  of 
inftrumental  miniftry  opened,  the  precious  life  mer- 
cifully continued,  and  our  parting  was  under  its 
tendering  impreffions.  This  circumftance,  of  drop- 
ping in  with  a  people  of  whom  we  had  had  no  in- 
telligence, and  with  whom  we  contradled  no  further 
acquaintance,  with  the  fenfible  feeling  of  divine 
care  over  thofe  who  are  as  fheep   having  no  fliep- 
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herd,  affords  altogether  a  fweet  and  pleafant  re- 
flection j  accompanied  by  this  encouraging  truth, 
that  "  the  Lord  can  make  a  way,  where  there 
feems  to  be  no  way."  O  that  He  may  gracioufly 
continue  thus  to  favour  us  !  After  this  opportunity, 
we  went  to  the  aforementioned  merchant's,  and 
were  treated  with  genuine  hofpitality.  After  fup- 
per,  there  came  in  eight  or  ten  perfons  with  the 
expectation  of  a  meeting,  in  which  they  were  not 
difappointed  ;  and  I  hope  it  was  edifying  to  them, 
George  Dillwyn  having  fuitable  and  lively  matter 
to  communicate.  We  had  alfo  a  religious  fitting 
with  a  family  from  Elberfelt,  a  lively  fpirited 
couple,  and  another  perfon  with  them.  After 
fpending  five  days  here,  and  bearing  the  crofs  as 
faithfully,  perhaps,  as  in  fome  places  where  a  more 
open  door  was  miniftered,  we  departed  in  much 
peace,  and  under  the  belief,  that  the  power  of 
truth  is  making  its  own  way  in  that  neighbourhood. 
In  our  way  from  Bilefeld,  we  flopped  at  a  large 
village  called  Guterilots,  where  there  are  many 
well  difpofed  people.  We  ftaid  one  day  there,  and 
fat  with  a  few  people  who  met  us  at  one  of  their 
houfes  ;  after  which,  and  diftributing  a  few  books 
to  others  in  the  town,  we  went  forward  to  Mun- 
fter.  We  are  often  very  weary,  and  the  accom- 
modations we  meet  with  but  indifferent,  compared 
with  thole  of  England  :  the  roads  are  alio  bad 
where  we  have  already  been,  which,  with  the  con- 
duction of  the  carriages,  occafion  us  fometimes  to 
be  grievoufly  jolted  ;  and  yet  we  have  no  caufe  to 
tomplain,  having  our  confolations  as  well  as  toils  ; 
as  it  feldom  happens  that  Zicn's  travellers  are  qua- 
lified to  falute  each  other,  even  in  a  thorny  dirri- 
K  3  cult 
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cult  way,  but  the  Immortal  birth,  in  fome  degree, 
leaps  for  joy.  This  experience,  with  the  belief 
that  the  Lord  is  at  work  in  the  kingdoms  of  men, 
and  even  gracioufly  rewarding  fuch  feeble  endea- 
vours as  ours,  with  a  morfel  of  the  bread  that  the 
world  knows  not  of,  render  any  little  fervices  of 
ours  as  objects  unworthy  the  notice  of  ourfelves, 
or  our  friends.  From  Munfter  we  went  to  Crevelt. 
We  found  our  difcouragements  on  entering  it, 
being  refufed  admiffion  at  one  inn  we  went  to,  and 
at  the  next,  we  had  fuch  a  crowd  gathered  about 
us,  with  fuch  fhoutings  and  rudenefs,  as  greatly 
frighted  our  horfes,  after  we  were  out  of  the  car- 
riage, and  our  driver  had  alighted,  fo  that  they 
ran  away,  and  he  following,  and  taking  hold  of  a 
chain  behind,  was  thrown  down,  and  his  head,  to 
appearance,  much  hurt  againfl:  the  wheel.  Some 
of  our  feelings  were  low  enough  on  this  ocean*  on. 
But  through  the  continued  kindnefs  of  providence, 
our  man  foon  recovered,  being  able  to  move  about 
next  day ;  and  the  people  of  the  houfe  conceived 
fuch  an  affectionate  refpecl  for  us,  and  treated  us 
with  fuch  true  civility,  as  made  our  fituation  fo  far 
comfortable.  We  alfo  gradually  made  fo  much 
acquaintance,  as  afforded  a  degree  of  hope  that 
our  going  to  Crevelt  was  right,  and  that  our  fecret 
and  known  exercifes  there,  will  not  be  in  vain. 
About  the  time  of  our  concluding  to  come  away, 
our  company  began  to  be  more  fought  ;  which 
opened  the  way  for  the  difpofal  of  fome  of  our 
books,  and  I  feel  a  fecret  hope  that  they  will  be 
blefled  to  fome  there.  We  came  to  Duffeldorf 
where  we  ftaid  one  day,  and  had  the  enjoyment  of 
M.  Wetterboar's  company.      He  feems    aged,  but 

is 
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is  alive  in  the  truth.  We  proceeded  to  Mulheim, 
where  we  arrived  the  23d  of  the  9th  month.  It 
is  a  town  about  two  miles  from  Cologne,  like  a 
Gofhen  on  the  confines  of  Egypt,  where  many 
awakened,  and  fome  truly  religious  people  refide. 
We  commenced  an  acquaintance  with  a  few,  who 
have  got  a  clear  infight,  from  the  work  of  truth 
in  themfelves,  into  the  gofpel  difpenfation,  and  the 
fpirituality  of  the  chriftian  religion  ;  concerning 
thefe  we  have  encouraging  profpects  ;  yet  not 
without  a  mixture,  knowing  fomething  of  Satan's 
devices.  They  received  us  in  the  name  of  difci- 
ples.  We  had  divers  religious  opportunities  with 
them,  and  parted  under  the  precious  fenfe  of 
divine  love  and  life.  We  paid  a  vifit  to  a  mer- 
chant's wife,  a  woman  of  amiable  character,  who 
through  religious  concern,  has  got  into  a  defpairing 
condition.  It  was  attended  with  great  fatisfaction 
to  ourfelves,  from  the  fweetnefs  which  attended 
our  own  minds  in  her  company,  and  in  that  of  her 
hufband's,  who  feems  bending  under  the  affliction, 
and  likely  to  profit  by  it.  She  often  exprefled  an 
earneft  wiih,  that  me  had  feen  us  at  a  time  when 
fuch  a  vifit  might  have  been  bleiTed  to  her  ;  but 
faid,  that  now  it  was  too  late  for  any  thing  that 
was  good  to  be  offered  to  her.  This  was,  how- 
ever, very  far  from  our  fenfe.  Now,  through  the 
renewal  of  unutterable  mercy,  and  never  failing 
help,  my  foul  acknowledges  a  relief  and  anfwer  of 
peace  (as  far  as  relates  to  this  fervice)  which  I  am 
fure  my  little  endeavours,  and  compelled  dedication 
are  unworthy  of.  We  have  had  many  difcourage- 
ments  fince  we  came  to  the  continent,  and  many 
baptifms  into  death :  we  have  alfo  partaken  largely 
K  a  of 
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of  providential  care,  and  been  favoured,  from  time 
to  time,  when  refignation  was  attained  to,  with 
that  direction  whofe  effects  have  often  proved  its 
rectitude,  and  ftrengthened  our  faith ;  and  my 
foul,  at  times,  has  been  put  into  the  capacity  of 
lying  down  as  belide  the  ftill  waters.  Some  of  the 
laft  openings,  or  fenfe  of  duty,  have  been  the 
mod  trying  and  in  the  crofs  ;  but  being  yielded 
to,  and  the  work  performed,  a  comfortable  retreat 
hath  been  clearly  and  fweetly  founded  from  this 
large  field  of  arduous  labour  ;  and  at  a  time,  when 
an  opennefs  among  the  people  was  manifeftly 
increasing.  This  I  efteem  an  inexpreffible  favour, 
and  fuch  a  one  as  they  only  can  be  fenfible  of,  who 
have  gone  under  the  weight  of  iimilar  mountains, 
and  been  involved  in  the  fear  of  being  mifled. 


At  Mulheim,  fhe  drew  up  and  figned  a  letter  to 
Leopold  the  Second,  King  of  Hungary,  &c.  fince 
Emperor  of  Germany,  in  which  her  companions 
united.  For  fome  time  before  her  arrival  at  this 
place,  her  mind  had  been  very  weightily  exercifed 
with  the  important  fubjects  exprefied  in  this  letter ; 
infomuch  that,  at  one  period,  fhe  was  under  an 
apprehenfion  that  it  would  be  required  of  her  to  go 
in  perfon,  and  relieve  her  mind  to  the  king.  But 
from  this  very  trying  fervice,  fhe  felt  herfelf  com- 
fortably releafed,  and  the  mode  of  addreffing  him 
by  letter,  was  fatisfa&orily  fubftituted.  The  ad- 
drefs  was  intruded  to  the  care  of  a  reputable 
merchant  of  Cologne,  who  engaged  to  forward  it 
without  delay.     The  following  is  a  copy  of  it. 

To 
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To    Leopold    the    Second,    King    of  Hungary, 
Bohemia,   &c.   &c. 

Among  the  numerous  congratulations  awaiting, 
thy  acceffion  to  the  imperial  crown,  accept,  O 
King  !  our  chriftian  good  wiihes  and  folicitude  for 
thy  prefent  and  eternal  well-being.-  We  are  con- 
fcious  that  we  have  no  claim  to  the  liberty  of  ad- 
dreffing  thee,  but  from  a  belief  that  the  Lord 
Almighty,  who  ruleth  in  the  kingdoms  of  men, 
and  giveth  them  to  whomfoever.  he  will,  hath  in- 
clined us  to  leave  our  habitations  to  vifit  fome 
parts  of  this  country,  and  now  engages  us,  in  gof- 
pel  love,  to  exprefs  our  fecret  and  united  prayer, 
that  thou  mayft  be  an  inftrument  in  his  holy  hand, 
for  the  advancement  of  that  glorious  day,  fpoken 
of  by  the  prophet,  "  when  fwords  fhall  be  beaten, 
into  ploughihares,  and  fpears  into  pruning  hooks, 
when  nation  fhall  not  lift  up  fword  againft  nation ; 
neither  fhall  they  learn  war  any  more."  The  great 
defign  of  our  univerfal  Parent,  in  fending  his  be- 
loved Son  a  light  into  the  world,  is  for  his  own 
glory  in  the  falvation  of  mankind  -,  and  for  this 
gracious  end,  he  hath  given  to  all  men  a  meafure 
of  his  own  eternal  fpirit.  To  co-operate  with  Him 
herein,  dignifies  human  nature,  and  is  particularly 
deferving  die  moft  fcrupulous  attention  of  princes. 
The  fmalleft  revelation  of  this  heavenly  gift  in  the 
believing  foul,  having  a  degree  of  omnipotence  in 
it,  brings  into  fubjecrjon  the  natural  will  and  wif- 
dom  of  man,  and  difcovers  to  us  the  noble  purpofcs 
of  our  creation  ;  it  diffufes  that  true  benevolence 
'.1  characterizes  genuine  chriiYianity,  and  ren- 
ders dear  to  a  prince,  the  happinefs  of  all, 
K  5 


220  THE      LIFE      OF 

the  meaneft  of  his  fubjects ;  imprinting  upon  his 
mind  the  fuperior  value  of  an  immortal  foul,  to  all 
worldly  acquifitions.  Through  the  neglect  of  a 
principle  fo  pure  and  important,  how  hath  the  ra- 
tional part  of  God's  creation  been  facrificed  to  the 
irregular  pafiions  of  fovereigns  ;  and  many  unpre- 
pared fouls  precipitated  into  an  awful  futurity  ! 
That  the  gofpel  difpenfation  is  intended  to  remedy 
thefe  evils,  and  promote  the  government  of  the 
Prince  of  Peace  •,  that  the  Gentiles  are  to  come  to 
its  light,  and  kings  to  the  brightnefs  of  its  arifing, 
are  truths  to  which  the  facred  records  abundantly 
teftify.  May  this  be  thy  happy  experience,  O  king ! 
that  fo  the  power  thou  art  providentially  intrufted 
with,  being  fubfervient  to  divine  wifdom,  thy  ex- 
ample may  influence  the  minds  of  other  princes, 
who  alfo  beholding  its  excellency,  may  unite  in 
encouraging  their  fubjects  to  decline,  in  mutual 
charity  and  forbearance,  whatever  is  contrary  to 
the  purity  and  fimplicity  of  the  religion  of  Jefus. 
And  may'ft  thou  be  enriched  with  all  fpiritual 
bleffings  ;  that  thefe  added  to  thy  temporal  ones, 
may  not  only  perfect  thy  happinefs,  but  perpetuate 
it  beyond  the  narrow  limits  of  time,  and  qualify 
thee,  acceptably,  to  caft  down  thy  crown  at  the 
feet  of  Him  who  is  King  of  kings,  and  Lord  of 
lords,   who  lives  and  reigns  for  ever  and  ever. 

George    and    Sarah    Dillwyn,    of       ] 
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A  fliort  time  before  her  return  home,  on  a 
review  of  fome  parts  of  this  journey,  fhe  wrote  as 
follows. 

In  many  places,  we  found  a  people  who  were 
difcontented  and  weary  with  the  mere  profeffion  of 
chriftianity,  and  the  deadnefs  of  thofe  forms  and 
ceremonies  with  which  it  is  incumbered ;  and  who 
were  convinced  of  the  fufficiency  of  the  heavenly 
principle.  Thefe,  having  been  mercifully  vifited 
with  a  lively  fenfe  of  the  fpirituality  of  true  reli- 
gion, received  us  in  the  name  of  difciples,  and  re- 
joiced in  being  directed  to  the  chriftian's  reft.  This 
true  fabbath,  was,  however,  imperfectly  underftood 
by  many  of  them,  for  want  of  ceafing,  when  they 
met  together  in  little  companies,  from  all  activity  of 
their  own,  and  depending  fingly  on  the  quickening, 
virtue  of  truth,  to  qualify  them  for,  and  lead  them 
into,  fuch  fervices  as  are  moft  acceptable,  and' 
moft  confiftent  with  the  duty  of  true,  fpiritual  be- 
lievers. Some  of  this  people  appeared  to  be  fo 
near  this  great  point,  as  foon  to  difcover  and  ac- 
knowledge it ;  but  their  increafing  teftimony  there- 
to, will,  if  rightly  borne,  prove  the  clofeft  trial 
which  they  have  yet  met  with.  We  are  indeed 
convinced,  beyond  all  fhadow  of  doubt,  that  there 
is  a  choice  heritage  in  Germany,  and  in  other 
parts  of  the  Continent,  who  are  gradually  retiring 
to  the  true  fheepfold;  but,  at  prefent,  they  are, 
like  the  difciples,  fecreted  in  an  inner  chamber  for 
fear  of  the  Jews.  Our  vifit  to  this  people,  though 
attended  with  a  degree  of  fuffering,  hath  been  p 
du&ive  of  folid  peace. 
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Her  mind  being  thus  comfortably  releafed  from 
this  field  of  labour,  fhe  proceeded  from  Mulheim 
to  Cleves,  and  from  thence,  through  Flanders,  to 
Dunkirk,  and  arrived  at  London  the  27th  of  10th 
month  1790 ;  and  feeling  a  defire  to  vifit  her  rela- 
tions at  York,  &c.  before  her  return  home,  fhe 
went  pretty  directly  for  that  city ;  where  fhe  ftaid 
a  few  days,  very  much  to  the  comfort  and  fatisfac- 
tion  of  her  relatives  and  friends  there.  At  this 
time  fhe  laboured  under  evident  indifpofition  of 
body  •,  but  the  fweetnefs  of  her  fpirit,  and  the 
cheering  effects  of  meeting  again  her  beloved  con- 
nections, with  the  profpect  of  foon  returning  to 
thofe  at  Clonmel,  fupported  her  in  a  great  meafure 
above  it,  and  encouraged  her  to  fet  forward  and 
proceed  towards  home;  which  fhe  did  by  way  of 
Ackworth,  Sheffield,  Manchefter,  &c.  At  thefe 
places,  fhe  was  again  refrefhed  by  the  company  of 
divers  near  and  dear  friends :  it  appeared,  indeed, 
by  thus  encompaffing,  in  this  fhort  vifit,  fo  many 
of  her  beloved  connections,  that,  as  the  time  of  her 
fojourning  here  was  foon  to  clofe,  fhe  was  enabled 
and  permitted  to  wind  up  the  labours  of  her  day, 
with  the  mutual  confolation  of  feeing  again  many 
of  thofe  with  whom  fhe  was  clofely  united, 
and  bidding  them  a  final  farewell  in  mutability. 
At  Ackworth,  lhe  fpent  the  night  with  a  near  and 
beloved  relative,  to  whom,  in  much  brokennefs  of 
fpirit,  fhe  thus  exprefled  herfelf :  Oh !  my  dear,  I 
think  fometimes  that  I  fhall  foon  be  gone ;  it  feems, 
as  if  my  day's  work  was  nearly  done,  and  on  look- 
ing towards  home,  as  if  I  might  not  be  long 
there." 


She 
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She  reached  Dublin  in  time  for  the  half  year's 
meeting,  and  in  the  felect  meeting  there,  gave  an 
account  of  her  late  journey,  with  great  meeknefs 
and  humility  of  fpirit  \  afcribing  nothing  to  the 
creature,  but  rendering  to  the  Lord  the  praife  of 
His  own  works.  From  hence,  fhe  proceeded  di- 
"rectly  for  Clonmel,  (having  account  of  the  fmall- 
pox  being  in  the  family)  where  fhe  was  favoured  to 
arrive  the  12th  of  the  nth  month,  much  relieved 
from  a  fevere  cough  which  had  lately  attended  her, 
though  greatly  exhaufted  in  her  ftrength  and  fpi- 
rits.  On  her  way  from  Dublin,  fhe  writes  thus 
to  a  friend  : 

To  be  ftrengthened  rightly  to  fill  up  our  ap- 
pointed meafure  of  fufferings  for  the  body's  fake, 
whether  at  home  or  abroad,  is  a  mark  of  divine 
favour,  and  will  be  fucceeded  by  undefiled  reft. — I 
am  now  returning  home,  under  a  grateful  fenfe  of 
Providential  care,  and  in  peaceful  poverty  of  fpirit. 

The  following  is  extracted  from  a  letter  which 
fhe  wrote  at  Clonmel,  a  few  days  after  her  return. 

I  can  now  once  more  falute  you  from  home,  in 
renewed  and  endeared  affection,  and  gratefully  ac- 
knowledge the  multiplied  prefervations  of  our  ne- 
ver-failing Helper,  in  thus  far  bringing  through 
a  variety  of  exercifes,  from  which  the  natural  mind 
cannot  relieve  itfelf.  I  reflect  with  folid  fatisfac- 
tion  upon  my  vifit  at  York,  &c.  and  am  glad  I  paid 
it,  though  I  feel  myfelf  a  poor  worn-out  creature. 
The  24th  of  the  1  ith  month  fhe  fet  off  from  Clon- 
mel to  attend  their  quarterly  meeting  at  Cork  \ 

previous 
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previous  to  which  fhe  wrote  the  following  letter  to 
a  friend  : 

My  prefent  affli&ion  hath  gained  great  afcenden- 
cy  over  my  mind,  fo  that  I  feem  faft  lofing  my 
hold,  and  fenfe  of  Him  that  is  invifible;  and  re- 
membering fome  paft  exercife,  when  I  was  in  dan-** 
ger  of  lofing  the  beft  life,  I  am  ready  to  fay,  with 
mournful  Jeremiah,  "  caufe  me  not  to  return  to 
Jonathan's  houfe,  left  I  die  there."  I  know  that 
nothing  hath  yet  occurred,  which  needs  to  fcatter 
a  well  regulated  mind  from  the  fource  of  good ; 
but  I  am  left  to  fuch  a  fenfe  of  my  own  wretched- 
nefs,  that  even  the  grafshopper  or  things  compara- 
ble to  it,  are  become  a  burden.  To  attend  a  quar- 
terly meeting  under  fuch  impreffions,  is  a  profpedt 
which  I  need  not  defcribe  ;  but  I  fear  to  make  a 
prey  of  thy  fympathetic  mind.  May  I  be  pre- 
ferved  from  a  murmuring  difpofition,  by  which 
the  holy  Spirit   is  grieved  ! 

At  the  quarterly  meeting,  fhe  delivered  in,  an 
humble  account  of  her  late  million,  appeared  in  di- 
vers acceptable  teftimonies,  and  at  the  clofe  of  the 
meeting  was  taken  ill.  This  laft  conflict  of  nature, 
which  was  at  times  very  fevere,  continued  about  ten 
days,  when  it  pleafed  infinite  wifdom  to  remove 
her  from  the  toils  and  troubles  of  mortality,  to  a 
manfion  of  everlafting  reft,  on  the  8th  of  the  1 2th 
month  1 790,  and  on  the  1 2th  her  remains  were  at- 
tended to  the  burying-ground  by  many  friends. 
It  was  a  folemn,  memorable  time ;  and  living  tefti- 
monies were  there  borne  to  the  fufficiency  of  that 
power,  (which  had  fo  eminently  qualified  her  for 

his 


SARAH      GRUBB.  225* 

his  fervice,)  to  raife  up  and  abilitate  others  to  fol- 
low her  footfteps.  During  her  illnefs,  which  was 
at  the  houfe  of  her  beloved  friends  Samuel  and  Sa- 
rah Neale,  fhe  dropped  a  few  expreffions,  worthy 
of  prefervation,  which  have  been  colledted  and  arc 
as  follow:  In  a  meffage  to  a  young  woman  who 
prefided  in  the  fchool  at  Clonmel,  fhe  faid ;  Salute 
her  very  affedtionately.  I  defire  the  fympathy  of 
her  fpirit,  and  that  fhe  may  be  endued  with  addi- 
tional qualifications  to  bear  her  own,  and  our 
joint  trials,  under  thefe  complicated  circumftances. 
Tell  her,  I  have  been  much  favoured  with  quietnefs 
of  mind  from  the  firft,  though  a  ftranger  to  how 
the  prefent  afflictions  or  trials  may  terminate;  but 
the  grain  of  faith  and  hope  which  is  mercifully 
vouchfafed,  I  efteem  preferable  to  all  knowledge. 
She  further  faid ;  give  my  dear  love  to  all  our 
young  women ;  I  hope  that  each  will  be  preferved 
in  their  refpe£tive  lines  of  duty.  I  know  their  ten- 
dernefs  for  me,  but  would  be  forry  they  fhould  let 
down  their  fpirits  too  low;  for  I  believe  that  truth 
would  rather  increafe,  than  leflen  our  ftrength,  at 
fuch  times  as  thefe.  The  children  are  all  affection- 
ately remembered  by  me :  I  hope  they  will  each  en- 
deavour to  lighten  the  general  burden,  by  their 
fobriety,  and  doing  that  which  they  know  to  be 
right.  I  am  trying  to  get  my  mind  to  a  fettle- 
ment,  that  all  things  work  together  for  good;  but 
it  is  hard  to  get  at  it.  She  feveral  times  faid:  "  I 
muft  go.  You  mull  let  me  go."  And  nearly  the 
laft  words  fhe  fpoke  were  repeating  that  paffage  of 
fcripture,  "  my  peace  I  give  unto  you." 

Four 


226  THE       LIFE       OF 

Four  days  before  her  deceafe,  fhe  dictated  the 
following  weighty,  inftructive  letter,  to  a  particular 
friend.  Thy  falutation  met  me,  though  apparent- 
ly out  of  courfe,  in  the  right  time  ;  being  under 
impreffions,  which  make  time  and  circumftances 
of  little  account,  compared  with  the  unlimited 
confolations  of  the  Spirit,  or  a  preparation  to  re- 
ceive them  at  the  Divine  Hand.  My  foul,  though 
encompafled  with  the  manifold  infirmities  of  a  very 
afflicted  tabernacle,  can  feelingly  worfhip  and  re- 
joice in  nothing  more  than  this,  that  the  Lamb 
immaculate  is  ftill  redeeming,  by  his  precious  blood, 
out  of  every  nation,  kindred,  tongue,  and  people  j 
and  making  a  glorious  addition  to  the  church  tri- 
umphant, whofe  names  will  ftand  eternally  record- 
ed in  the  book  of  life.  I  exprefs  not  thefe  things 
from  a  redundancy  of  heavenly  virtue,  but  from 
the  foul-fuftaining  evidence,  that,  amidft  all  our 
weaknefs  and  conflicts  of  flefh  or  fpirit,  an  intereft 
is  mercifully  granted  in  Him,  who  giveth  victory 
over  death,  hell,  and  the  grave. 

Thus  hath  the  fetting  fun  of  this  humble  fol- 
lower of  the  Lamb,  gone  down  in  brightnefs  \  and 
though  flie  hath  been  called  away  as  in  younger 
life,  (being  only  in  the  35th  year  of  her  age)  yet 
her  day's  work  appears  to  have  been  compleat,  and, 
with  refpect  to  herfelf,  every  meafure  worth  living 
for,  filled  up.  Honourable  age  is  not  that  which 
ftandeth  in  length  of  time,  or  that  which  is  me»- 
fured  by  number  of  years  ;  but  wifdom  is  the 
gray  hair  to  man,  and  an  unfpotted  life  is  old 
age.  May  we  who  remain  behind,  whilft  we 
deplore  the  church's  lofs  in  the  removal  of  fo  ufe- 

ful 
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ful  and  dignified  a  fervant,  be  encouraged  to  imi- 
tate her  example,  and  to  furrender  ourfelves  in 
faithfulnefs  and  dedication  to  all  the  Lord's  re- 
quirings:  that  fo,  when  the  refidue  of  our  days 
is  accomplished,  we  alfo  may  be  favoured  to  receive 
that  blefled  declaration  ;  "  well  done,  good  and 
faithful  fervant,  enter  thou  into  the  joy  of  thy 
Lord,  and  into  thy  mailer's  reft." 
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A  Teflimony  from  our  monthly  Meeting  for  the  County 
of  Tipperary,  concerning  Sarah  Grubby  deceafed. 

Our  minds  being  deeply  affe&ed  by  the  recent 
great  lofs  which  the  church  hath  fuftained,  in  the 
removal  of  our  beloved  friend,  Sarah  Grubb, 
daughter  of  our  friends  William  Tuke  and  his  late 
wife  Elizabeth  of  York,  we  feel  it  incumbent  on 
us  to  give  forth  a  teftimony  concerning  her  •,  for  as 
the  memory  of  the  juft  is  blefled,  fo  the  remem- 
brance of  this  dignified  and  eminently  ufeful  mem- 
ber in  the  church  militant,  is  precious  to  many  \ 
to  whom  fhe  was  a  nurfing  mother,  raifed  up,  by 
a  thorough  fubmiflion  to  the  operation  of  the  di- 
vine hand,  to  the  flature  of  an  elder  in  the  truth, 
though,  as  to  years,  fhe  had  fcarcely  attained  the 
meridian  of  life.  She  was  a  woman  of  extraor- 
dinary natural  abilities,  ftrength  of  judgment,  and 
clearnefs  of  difcernment*,  and  being  favoured  with 
the  vifitation  of  heavenly  love  in  the  morning  of 
her  day,  and  fubmitting  to  be  brought  into  that 
paffive  nothingnefs,  wherein  the  vefTels  in  the 
Lord's  houfe  are  formed  and  fitted  for  ufeful- 
nefs,  fhe  witnefled  an  early  preparation  for  fervice, 
coming  forth  in  publick  miniftry  about  the  23d 
year  of  her  age.  After  exercifing  fome  years  the 
precious  gift  committed  to  her,  to  the  confolation 
of  many,  fhe  joined  in  marriage  with  our  friend 
Robert  Grubb,  and  very  foon  after  manifefted 
the  fruit  of  entire  dedication,  by  vifiting  the  meet- 
ings of  friends  in  Scotland,  where  her  fervice  was 
truly  acceptable,  and  continued  in  fuch  a  line  of 
devotednefs,  that  in  the  courfe  of  about  five  years 
fhe  vifited  moft,  or  all  the  meetings  in  Great  Bri- 
tain 
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tain  and  Ireland.      About   three  years  fince,   fhe 
removed  with  her  hufband   to  refide  within  the 
compafs  of  this   monthly   meeting;     wherein  fhe 
was  deeply  exercifed  in  fpirit,   for  the  arifing  and 
fpreading  of   life,     and    frequently   and    earneftly 
engaged  in  exciting   her    brethren   and  fitters   to 
diligent  labour    after   it.        In    miniftry,    fhe  was 
found  and  edifying,    not   only  like   the  fcribe  in- 
ftrucled  to  the  kingdom,    bringing    forth  out   of 
her  treafure   things  new    and    old,    but  qualified 
by  pure  wifdom,   to  bring  them  forth  in  the   de- 
monftration  of  the  fpirit  and  with  power,    in  the 
authority  and  becoming  gravity  of  the  goipel,  be- 
ing in  her  delivery  an  example  to  all  concerned 
in  bearing  a  publick  teftimony  for  the  Lord's  caufe. 
The   view  of  coming  to  fettle  in  this  nation,  was 
accompanied  with  a  fenfe  of  divine  requiring,  to 
eftablifh  a  fchool,   for  the  education  of  the  daugh- 
ters of  friends   in  ufeful  learning,  fimplicky,   and 
that  unaffected  piety  into  which  truth  leads  its  fol- 
lowers ;     which  fhe   was   enabled   to    accomplifh, 
we  truft,  to  the  lafting  advantage  of  fome  of  the 
rifing  generation.      Soon  after  her  coming  to  re- 
fide  among  us,   fhe,   in  confequence  of  a  concern 
which  had  for  a  confiderable  time  refted  on   her 
mind,  engaged  in  a  religious  vifit  to  Holland,  fome 
parts  of  Germany  and  the  fouth  of  France  ;     in 
which   fhe   was   joined    by    feveral    friends,     and 
wherein  fhe  was  eminently  gifted  for  the   fervice 
to  which  fhe   was   called;     her   miniftry,    private 
admonitions,  and  exemplary  deportment,  reaching 
the  witncfs  in  many  minds  ;     fo   that  her  fervent 
labour,    and    the    fweet    favour   of    her  exercifed 
fpirit,  we  believe  is  ftill  felt,   and  will  be  long  pro- 
fitably 
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fitably  remembered  in  thofe  parts.  After  her 
return,  fhe  paid  an  acceptable  vifit  to  feveral  parts 
of  this  province,  and  had  meetings  where  none  of 
our  fociety  dwelt,  much  tending  to  fpread  the 
knowledge  of  the  truth.  And  laftly,  under  the 
prevalence  of  gofpel  love,  and  earneft  folicitude 
that  the  fheep  not  yet  of  this  fold  might  be  ga- 
thered to  the  teachings  of  the  great  Shepherd, 
fhe  again  left  her  own  habitation,  and  engaged, 
with  fome  of  her  former  companions,  in  a  very 
arduous  and  exercifing  vifit  to  Dunkirk,  Holland, 
and  fome  of  the  northern  parts  of  Germany  5 
wherein,  we  have  reafon  to  believe,  fhe  had  emi- 
nent fervice,  to  the  confirming  of  many  vifited 
minds  in  the  faith,  and  promoting  the  blefled 
caufe  of  truth  and  righteoufnefs ;  in  which  glo- 
rious work,  her  intrepid  fpirit  fhrunk  not  from 
fuffering:  the  extending  of  the  government  of 
her  dear  Lord  and  Mafter  in  the  hearts  of  the 
children  of  men,  and  the  promotion  and  increafe 
of  His  fpiritual  kingdom  over  fea  and  land,  being 
nearer  to  her  than  her  natural  life,  or  any  other 
confederation,  fhe  was  brought  to  a  willingnefs  to 
be  fpent  therein.  In  her  return,  fhe  attended 
our  national  meeting,  and  in  the  meeting  of 
minifters  and  elders,  giving  an  account  of  her 
late  journey,  under  the  influence  of  that  humility 
which  was  fo  confpicuoufly  the  covering  of  her 
fpirit,  fhe  afcribed  all  to  Him,  whom  fhe  knew  to 
be  the  Author  of  every  good  work,  in  thefe  expref- 
fions :  "  we  have  done  but  little,  but  the  Lord  is 
doing  much*,"  concluding  with,  "  return  unto  thy 
reft,  O  my  foul !  for  the  Lord  hath  dealt  bounti- 
fully with  thee?"   as   though  prophetick  of  that 

everlafting 
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cverlafting  reft,  into  which  fhe  was  fo  near  being 
gathered:  for  her  bodily  ftrength  being  consider- 
ably impaired,  by  almoft  conftant  exercife  and 
fatigue,  it  proved  unequal  to  the  force  of  a  dif- 
temper,  which  foon  after  feized  her  frame,  and, 
by  a  rapid  progrefs,  terminated  thofe  afflictions  of 
which  fhe  had  fo  largely  filled  up  her  meafure, 
for  the  body's  fake,  which  is  the  church. 

She  attended  our  quarterly  meeting  at  Cork, 
returned  a  lively  account  of  her  journey,  and  was 
acceptably  exercifed  in  the  meetings  there  ;  after 
which,  fhe  was  confined  by  ficknefs  at  the  houfe 
of  our  dear  friend  Samuel  Neale,  near  that  city, 
where,  among  other  weighty  expreffions,  fhe  ut- 
tered the  following,  "  I  have  been  much  favoured 
with  quietnefs  of  mind  from  the  firft,  though  a 
ftranger  to  how  the  prefent  afflictions  or  trials  may 
terminate  ;  but  the  grain  of  faith  and  hope  which 
is  mercifully  vouchfafed,  I  efteem  preferable  to 
all  knowledge."  In  a  letter  which  fhe  dictated  to 
a  near  friend  four  days  before  her  deceafe,  fhe 
faid,  "  My  foul,  though  encompafled  with  the 
manifold  infirmities  of  a  very  afflicted  tabernacle, 
can  feelingly  worfhip  and  rejoice  in  nothing  more 
than  this,  that  the  Lamb  immaculate  is  ltill  re- 
deeming, by  his  precious  blood,  out  of  every  na- 
tion, kindred,  tongue  and  people,  and  making  a 
glorious  addition  to  the  church  triumphant,  whofe 
names  will  ftand  eternally  recorded  in  the  book  of 
life.  I  exprefs  not  thefe  things  from  a  redundan- 
cy of  heavenly  virtue,  but  from  the  foul-fuftain- 
ing  evidence,  that,  amidft  all  our  weaknefs  and 
conflicts  of  flefh  and  fpirit,  an  intereft  is  merciful- 
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ly  granted  in  Him,  who  giveth  victory  over  death, 
hell  and  the  grave."  Which,  with  other  corro- 
borating circumftances,  clearly  evinced,  where  her 
hope  and  dependance  were,  and  that  her  refined 
fpirit  was  prepared  for  its  glorious  manfion,  into 
which  we  have  no  doubt  it  was  admitted.  She 
departed  this  life  the  8th  of  the  12th  month  1790; 
and  after  a  folemn  meeting  being  previoufly  held 
at  the  meeting  houfe,  wherein,  and  at  the  grave- 
yard, feveral  living  teftimonies  were  borne,  her 
body  was  interred  in  friends  burying  ground,  in 
Cork,  the  12th  of  the  fame-,  aged  about  34  years. 

Her  converfation  was  innocently  cheerful,  which 
endeared  her  to  the  youth  of  both  fexes,  and  gave 
her  much  place  and  influence  with  them.  To  her 
beloved  hufband,  fhe  was  a  truly  affectionate  wife; 
to  her  friends  a  near  fympathizer  in  affliction ;  and 
being  clothed  with  that  charity  which  feeketh  not 
her  own,  and  breatheth  peace  and  good  will  to 
all,  was  ready  to  reach  forth  the  hand  of  help,  fo 
that  the  whole  of  her  conduct  was  an  uniform 
confiftency  with  her  holy  profeffion,  and  the  purity 
of  thofe  doctrines  which  fhe  furely  believed  and 
was  engaged  fo  extenfively  to  publifh.  May  fhe, 
being  dead,  yet  fpeak  with  a  prevailing  language 
to  us  all  who  are  left  behind;  "  follow  me  as  I 
followed  Chrift;"  that  fo  we  may  die  the  death  of 
the  righteous,  and  our  latter  end  be  like  theirs. 

Given  forth  at  a  monthly  meeting  for  the  county 
of  Tipper ary,  held  at  Clonmel  by  adjournment, 
the  13th  day  of  the  2d  month  1791. 

Signed 
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Signed  in  and  on  behalf  thereof,  by  many 
friends. 

The  annexed  teftimony  concerning  our  beloved 
friend,  Sarah  Grubb,  has  been  read  in  our  quar- 
terly men's  and  women's  meeting  for  Munfter  Pro- 
vince, held  in  Cork  the  21  ft  of  the  2d  month 
1 79 1,  with  which  we  have  near  unity. 

Signed  on  behalf  of  our  men's  meeting  by 

Richard  Abell,  Clerk. 

And  on  behalf  of  our  women's  meeting  by 

Margaret  Grubb,  Clerk. 

Read,  and  approved,  in  our  half  year's  meeting 
for  Ireland,  held  in  Dublin,  from  the  ift  of  the 
5th  month  1 791,  to  the  5th  of  the  fame  inclufive, 
and  on  behalf  thereof  figned    by 

John  Davis,  Clerk  to  the  meeting  this  time. 


A  Tejlimony  of  York  quarterly  Meeting  concerning 
Sarah  Grubb,  late  Wife  of  our  Friend  Robert 
Grubb  of  C  Ion  me  I,    in  Ireland. 

This  our  valuable  friend,  having  been  a  member 
of  this  meeting  until  within  the  four  laft  years  of 
her  life,  and  the  remembrance  of  her  being  pre- 
cious to  many  of  us,  wc  feel  our  minds  engaged  to 
unite  in  a  fhort  teftimony  concerning  her,  with  de- 
fires  that  many,  from  her  pious  and  excellent  ex- 
ample, 
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ample,  may  be  ftirred  up,  according  to  their  differ- 
ent meafures,   to  follow  her  as  fhe  followed  Chrift. 

She  was  born  in  the  city  of  York,  in  the  year 
1756,  and  was  favoured  with  a  guarded  and  reli- 
gious education,  which,  with  the  divine  bleffing 
upon  it,  preferved  her  from  many  dangers  and 
follies  to  which  youth  are  often  expofed,  and  pre- 
pared her  heart  for  that  open  reception  of  the 
truth,  and  entire  furrender  to  its  dictates,  which 
remarkably  diftinguifhed  her  through  the  more 
advanced  periods  of  life.  But  though  fhe  was 
early  under  the  vifitations  of  divine  love,  yet  be- 
ing of  a  quick  and  lively  difpofition,  joined  to 
great  natural  abilities,  fhe  found  it  hard  work  to 
fubmit  to  the  lowlinefs  and  fimplicity  of  the  crofs 
of  Chrift  ;  and  endured  many  fore  conflicts  before 
fhe  furrendered  her  will  to  the  government  of  the 
Prince  of  Peace.  Whilft  under  the  Lord's  pre- 
paring hand  for  the  work  of  the  miniftry,  fhe 
experienced  many  deep  baptifms  of  fpirit ;  but  He 
who  knew  her  fincerity,  and  earneft  defires  for 
His  holy  help  and  direction,  gracioufly  fuftained  her 
in  this  proving  feafon,  and  in  due  time  brought 
forth  living  offerings,  to  His  own  praife,  and  the 
comfort  of  many  minds.  In  the  exercife  of  her 
miniftry,  fhe  was  careful  not  to  move  in  her  own 
time  and  will,  nor  to  exceed  her  gift ;  but  to  be 
attentive  to  the  ariflngs  and  continuance  of  life, 
with  patient  refignation  and  dedication  of  heart. 

Her  love  and  gratitude  to  the  Father  of  mercies, 
and  her  fervent  concern  for  the  profperity  of  his 
caufe  on  earth,  made  her  unwearied  in  her  labours 

to 
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to  promote  it,  and  to  be  willing  to  fpend  and  be  fpent 
for  his  great  Name's  fake.  She  was  an  example 
of  true  humility  and  abafednefs  of  felf,  feeling  that 
all  her  fprings  were  in  the  Lord,  and  that  though 
the  creature  may  at  feafons  be  honoured,  yet  every 
good  and  perfect  gift  came  from  above,  and  called 
for  unfeigned  acknowledgment.  To  the  neceffity 
and  powerful  efficacy  of  the  pure  principle  of  light 
and  grace  in  the  foul,  fhe  bore  many  living  tefti- 
monies,  and  recommended,  above  all  things,  the 
clofeft  attention  and  obedience  to  its  holy  mani- 
feftations,  as  that  alone  which  can  preferve  from 
the  fpots  of  the  world,  redeem  the  mind  from  its 
fpirit  and  enjoyments,  and  confer  that  peace  which 
the  world  can  neither  give  nor  take  away.  She 
beheld  and  mourned  over  the  breaches  and  wafte 
places  of  Zion,  and  we  believe  laboured  honeftly, 
according  to  the  ftrength  received,  for  the  repair- 
ing thereof,  and  the  reftoration  of  ancient  beauty 
and  fimplicity.  Her  fuperior  abilities,  fanctified  by 
the  humbling  operations  of  the  holy  fpirit,  quali- 
fied her  for  extenfive  fervice  in  the  adminiftration 
of  the  difcipline  of  the  church  ;  wherein  fhe  was 
concerned  to  act,  under  a  degree  of  that  covering, 
which  ought  to  influence  every  religious  movement. 
Of  a  folid  and  weighty  fpirit,  ihe  was  engaged  to 
dig  deeply  for  the  hidden  treafure,  and  laboured  to 
dwell  near  the  fpring  of  divine  life:  yet  infinite 
wifdom  faw  meet  to  fuller  her  at  feafons  to  expe- 
rience great  inward  poverty :  but  under  thefe 
proving    difpenfations,    fhe   murmur  being 

refigncd  to  the  will  of  her  Lord  and  Mafter,  and 
made  willing  "  to  fuller  with  him,  that  fhe  might 
alio  reign  with   him."      An  n   of 
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the  fufferings  and  confolations  of  the  gofpcl,  fhe 
knew  how  to  fympathize  with  the  exercifed  and 
mourning  fpirit,  dealing  her  bread,  when  qualified, 
to  the  hungry  foul,  and  pouring  in  the  wine  and 
oil  to  the  help  and  refrefhment  of  many.  And 
as  this  devoted  faithful  fervant  of  the  Lord  was 
thus  inftrumental  in  glorifying  His  name  among 
mankind,  and  promoting  the  divine  government  in 
their  hearts,  fo  fhe  became  more  and  more  refined, 
and  redeemed  from  all  vifible  enjoyments  *,  until, 
in  unfearchable  wifdom,  He  who  put  her  forth  and 
went  before  her,  was  pleafed  to  "  cut  fhort  the 
work  in  righteoufnefs,"  and  to  remove  her,  we 
doubt  not,  from  His  church  militant  on  earth,  to 
his  church  triumphant  in  heaven. 

Read,  approved,  and  figned,  in,  by  order,  and 
on  behalf  of  our  quarterly  meeting  held  in  York, 
by  adjournments,  on  the  30th  and  31ft  of  the  3d 
month  1791  by 

Mordecai  Casson,  Clerk  to  the  meeting 
this  time. 

Elizabeth  Tuke,  Clerk  this  time. 
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ACKWORTH      SCHOOL, 


ADDRESSED     TO      A 


FRIEND     in     AMERICA. 


Dear  Friend, 

THE  following  imperfect  account  of  Ackworth, 
fchool  is  prefented  to  thee,  in  confidence 
that  thou  wilt  not  expofe  it,  and  yet  with  a  hope 
that  it  may  privately  aid  thy  endeavours  to  efta- 
blifh  a  fchool,  for  the  religious  education  of  youth, 
in  another  part  of  the  world  *,  an  engagement 
worthy  of  thyfelf,  but  requiring  fomething  better 
to  render  it  truly  fuccefsful. 

As  religious  concerns  cannot,  any  more  than 
thofe  of  a  civil  nature,  be  rightly  carried  forward 
without  order  and  method,  it  becomes  a  very 
important  inquiry,  what  rules  and  adjuftments  of 
things  pertaining  thereto,  are  confident  with  the 
L  3  fpirituality 
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fpirituality  of  their  origin,  and  when  thefe  are 
found,  they  call  for  great  care  in  officers  and  their 
fuperintendents,  to  keep  them  in  their  proper 
places,  left  that  which  is  begun  in  the  fpirit,  fhould 
be  fought  to  be  made  perfett  in  the  flefti. 

There  is  a  moral  rectitude,  fabricated  in  human 
wifdom,  which  is  beautiful  to  the  natural  eye, 
feizes  on  the  paflions,  and  draws  from  a  fuperficial 
judgment,  an  inconfiderate  approbation  of  what, 
perhaps,  when  it  is  fcrutinized  into,  has  fprung 
from  a  love  of  popular  applaufe,  and  tends  to  fet- 
tle thofe  who  are  a&ive  in  it,  in  a  reft  and  en- 
joyment of  the  work  of  their  own  hands. 

To  know  the  firft  fpring  of  action,  is  a  noble 
attainment  •,  and  if  it  prove  pure,  then  carefully  to 
keep  it  fo,  is  a  work  (thou  well  knoweft)  of  far 
greater  magnitude  ;  and  which  will  tend  more  to 
the  regulation  of  a  fchool,  than  a  fine-fpun  fyf- 
tem  of  pofitive  rules,  untinctured  with  faith  in 
the  fufficiency  of  divine  aid,  immediately  com- 
municated. 

To  obtain  a  right  form  is  furely  of  abfolute 
necefiity,  becaufe  regularity  is  one  of  the  wheels 
whereby  the  intended  work  is  to  be  effected  ;  and 
perhaps  fome  ufcful  order  may  be  gathered  from 
the  following  pages,  which  I  hope  will  not  be  im- 
plicitly adopted.  Indeed,  I  have  been  thoughtful, 
in  the  courfe  of  my  penning  them,  whether  fuch 
as  are  rightly  influenced  to  promote  an  education 
conflftent  with  our  holy  profeffion,  would  not  be 
better  furnifhed  with  qualifications  to  fettle  even 

civil 
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civil  concerns,  without  a  model  of  the  experience 
of  others  ;  feeing  that  the  fountain  of  divine  wii- 
dom  is  inexhauftible  ;  that  for  the  conducting  of 
temporal  things,  there  can  be  no  order  like  that 
which  immediately  flows  from  it ;  and  that  a  very 
fmall  digreflion  of  our  attention  from  this  fource, 
is  often  fucceeded  by  many  erroneous  fteps. 

To  thy  prudence,  therefore,  I  commit  this  lit- 
tle work,  believing  thou  wilt  not  ufe  it  impro- 
perly. If  it  afford  thee  any  ufeful  reflections,  in 
times  of  relaxation  from  the  weight  of  gofpcl  fer- 
vice,  be  the  means  of  opening  for  me  a  door  of 
accefs  into  thy  clofet,  make  me  a  partaker  of  thy 
treafure,  and  fometimes  revive  me  in  thy  remem- 
brance for  good,  I  fhall  be  fully  fatisfied.  One 
obfervation  further  occurs  to  my  mind,  for  which* 
as  this  is  all  a  piece  of  freedom,  I  fhall  not 
apologize.  As  nothing  can  be  faid  to  be  truly 
religious,  (whatever  the  firft  defign  may  be)  but 
what  is  religioufly  conducted,  a  very  fpecial  carer 
ought  to  be  maintained  to  the  pointings  of  truth, 
in  choofing  inftructors  and  fervants  for  a  fchool ; 
who  fhould  be  more  directed  to  the  fchool  of 
Chrift  themfelves,  than  loaded  with  injunctions 
about  trivial  matters,  and  their  conformity  to  them 
confidered  as  their  qualifications.  No  law  or  rule 
ought  to  be  fo  framed,  as  to  interfere  with  their 
religious  duties  ;  and  when  any  make  a  wrong  ufe 
of  the  liberty  truth  allows,  great  care  fhould  be 
excrcifed,  left  alterations  take  place,  which  have  a 
tendency  to  circumfcribe  the  righteous  with  the 
tranfgrefTor  ;  for  where  this  is  the  cafe,  people  of 
an  outward,  fteady  conduct,  a  cringing  temper,  and 
L  4  who 
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who  know  but  little  about  revealed  religion,  feem 
to  be  moft  adapted  to  fuch  an  institution.  ThciV 
may,  to  the  utmoft  of  their  natural  abilities,  pre- 
ferve  order,  and  prefer  the  works  which  moil:  re- 
commend them  to  thofe  in  fuperior  power,  being 
as  earned  in  their  endeavours,  as  any,  to  promote 
the  eftablifhment  of  civil  authority,  and  of  a  great 
many  fpecious  forms  :  but  the  vitals  of  the  infti- 
tution  being  oppreffed,  and  the  fpirit  and  life  of 
every  act  of  duty  to  the  children,  and  of  chriftian 
difcipiine  among  them,  difregarded,  the  whole 
body  muli  gradually  grow  difeafed  and  corrupted. 

Education  is  a  fubjecT:  fo  copious,  when  un- 
folded to  the  inward  attention  of  thofe  to  whom 
the  care  of  children  is  rightly  committed,  as  to 
require  a  better  aflifted  pen  than  mine,  to  do  it 
juftice  ;  but  this  I  believe,  that  Simplicity,  godly 
iincerity,  and  a  righteous  zeal  and  tendernefs, 
wTitK  an  improving  and  imparting  knowledge  of 
ufeful  things,  can  hardly  fail  of  rendering  a  per- 
fon  who  is  under  a  fecret  fenfe  of  duty,  qualified 
to  undertake  it. 

To  be  feniible  of  the  divine  influence,  to  pro- 
pagate the  knowledge  of  it,  and  fo  to  prefer  it 
to  all  other  considerations,  as  to  walk  worthy  of 
its  bleffing  being  fhed  upon  our  endeavours,  is  the 
Alpha,  and  the  Omega,  of  our  profeffion.  That 
"  the  bleffing  of  heaven  above,  and  of  the  deep 
that  lieth  under,"  may  reft  upon  thee,  dear  friend  ! 
crown  all  thy  labours,  fweeten  all  thy  bitter  cups, 
and  render  invincible  the  habitation  of  thy  fpirit, 
when  ftorms  may   afTail  it,   and   difcouragements 

wait 
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wait  at  the  threfhold   of  its  door,  is   the  prefent 
fervent  breathing  of  thy  truly  affectionate  friend,. 

Sarah   Grubb. 
Fofton,  ift  month  5th  1786. 

SECT.        I. 

Ackworth  fchool  is  an  inftitution  intended  for 
the  religious  education  of  children,  members  of 
our  fociety,  between  the  age  of  nine  *  and  four- 
teen, and  particularly  of  thofe  whofe  parents  are 
not  in  affluent  circumftances.  It  admits  of  three 
hundred,  viz.  one  hundred  and  eighty  boys,  and 
one  hundred  and  twenty  girls.  They  are  paid  for, 
at  their  entrance,  by  a  bill  of  admittance  of  eight 
guineas  value  ;  for  which  they  are  provided  with 
board,  learning,  clothing,  and  other  neceffaries, 
for  one  year  ;  four  Shillings  and  four-pence  are  alfo 
then  depofited,  as  an  allowance  of  one  penny  per 
week  for  pocket  money.  This  fchool  is  under  the 
immediate  care  of  two  committees,  in  each  of 
which  there  are  twenty-eight  members  ;  one  is 
conftituted  of  friends  of  London,  and  held  there  ; 
the  other  of  friends  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
Ackworth ;  divers  of  whom  are  twenty,  thirty, 
and  fome  forty  miles  diftant  from  the  place. 

Each  committee  meets  once  a  month  ;   when  the 
general  ftate  of  the  inftitution    is   coniidered,  par- 
ticular regulations  propofed,    complaints   received, 
the  intended  relignation  of  iervices   reported,   and 
L   5  friends 

*  The  prefent  limitation  of  age  is  between  eib!.t   and 
fourteen. 
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friends  appointed  to  inquire  for  a  fupply   of  af- 
fiftants,   &c.   &c. 

As  it  often  happens  that  divers  friends  are  at 
Ackworth  the  night  before  the  fitting  of  the  com- 
mittee, or  early  in  the  morning,  three  of  them 
infpect  all  bills  of  parcels,  and  the  treafurer's  ac- 
counts ;  and  report  to  the  committee  the  ftate 
thereof,  the  number  of  the  children  admitted  and 
returned  fince  laft  month,  and  thofe  that  are  up- 
on the  lift  for  admittance  :  others  examine  the 
improvement  of  fuch  as  are  likely  to  depart  the 
enfuing  month  ;  and,  generally,  religious  opportu- 
nities are  taken  with  them,  and  an  account  given 
thereof  to  the  committee.  Copies  of  the  minutes 
of  each  committee  are  tranfmitted  to  one  another, 
and  neither  of  them  conclude  upon  any  thing  new, 
of  importance,  without  mutual  approbation.  Seve- 
ral friends,  once  a  year,  give  up  to  an  appoint- 
ment to  fpend  forne  time  in  the  houfe,  in  order 
to  value  the  ftock,  to  fettle  all  accounts,  and  to 
take  a  more  general  and  minute  furvey  of  the 
ftate  of  the  family,  than  could  be  done  at  any 
other  time  with  fo  much  propriety  :  and  generally, 
on  vifits  to  the  family,  at  other  times,  the  com- 
pany of  women  friends  has  been  defired,  a  num- 
ber having  their  names  down  on  the  committee's 
books  for  fuch  fervices.  Agents  are  appointed 
in  each  county,  who  undertake  to  negociate  the 
bufinefs  between  thofe  who  fend  the  children, 
and  the  inftitution,  by  providing  bills  of  admit- 
tance and  certificates,  and  giving  notice  of  their 
readinefs,  &c. 
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A  general  meeting  is  held  at  Ackworth  once 
a  year,  conftituted  of  friends  appointed  to  attend 
it  from  the  feveral  quarterly  meetings.  Here  the 
ftate  of  the  institution  is  intended  to  be  laid 
open  ;  all  fubjecls  of  doubt,  and  efpecially  fuch  as- 
the  two  committees  could  not  agree  upon,  to  be 
referred  for  candid  difcuflion  and  determination, 
and  new  regulations  or  rules  eftablifhed. 

A  large  number  of  friends  from  difhmt  parts3 
is  appointed  to  infpecT:  the  children's  advances  in 
learning,  &c.  and  to  obtain  a  knowledge  of  their* 
teachers  abilities,  a  free  and  honeft  reprefentation 
whereof  is  thought  abfolutely  necefiary.  This  ge- 
neral meeting  adjourns  to  a  fuitable  time  in  the 
yearly  meeting  week,  when  their  minutes  are  read, 
and  a  report  made  from  thence  to  the  yearly 
meeting  at  large. 

N.   B.    The  infpec~Hon  of  the  female  fide  of  the' 
houfe  is  committed  to  the  women  friends,   aflem- 
bled  at   the   general  meeting  at    Ackworth  ;   who  • 
appoint   different   committees   to   examine  the  dif- 
ferent departments,  have  free  conferences  with  the 
officers,   infpecl   the  girls   improvements,   take  re-  - 
ligious    opportunities    with   them,   and   report   the* 
fubftance  of  their  obfervations,  and  the  propriety 
of  fuch  amendments  as  occur  to  them  thereupon  ; 
after  which,  minutes  are  formed,  and   a   copy  ci- 
thern fent  into  the  mens  meeting. 


SEC  T£ 
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SECT.       II. 

There  are  ftationed  in  the  family,  a  treafurer 
and  his  wife,  to  whom  is  committed  the  fuperin- 
tendence  of  the  whole.* 

The  boys  have  generally  four  or  five  matters, 
whofe  falaries  are  from  25  to  iool.  %  per  annum, 
intended  as  proportionate  to  their  fervices,  and 
abilities  ;  and  there  are  alfo  fome  apprentices.  The 
number  of  the  fchools  is  four,  and  the  matters  keep 
much  to  the  diftinct  branches  of  learning  for  which 
they  are  beft  qualified  ;  as  one,  reading,  another 
writing,  a  third  arithmetick,  &c.  and  the  children 
pafs  in  clafies  from  fchool  to  fchool,  except  the 
little  ones,  who  are  principally  kept  under  the 
care  of  one  matter. 

The  apartments  for  teaching  are  fo  commodious 
as  to  render  all  crowding  unneceflary,  efpecially  at 
writing  •,  the  defks,  though  in  one  continued  length, 
have  neverthelefs  fuch  divifions,  by  openings  for 
each  boy's  books,  &c.  that  there  need  not  be  any 
interference,  if  they  keep  their  places. 

Ten  or  twelve  of  the  eldeft  and  moft  folid  boys, 
are  chofen  monitors,  who  lend  fome  afliftance  in  the 
fchools,  particularly  in  fettling  the  children  to  their 
places,  and  taking  care  that  each  has  his  own. 

About 

*  Thefe  ferve  the  inihtution  without  a  falary,  which 
greatly  adds  to  their  authority. 

J  iool.  was  the  falary  of  the  principal  matter  ;  but  this 
office  being  difcontinued,  no  falary  is  now  fo  high. 
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About  ten  minutes  before  every  meal,  a  bell  is 
rung,  at  which  the  children  are  quickly  collected 
in  ranks,  either  on  the  open  ground,  or  under  a 
colonade  which  fhelters  from  wet  and  heat.  The 
mafters  ftand  in  the  front  in  their  own  divifions, 
whilft  the  monitors  furvey  them  behind  and  before, 
taking  care  that  their  buckles  are  in  order,  their 
hair  combed,  and  if  any  be  dirty,  to  fend  them 
to  wafh. 

Here  the  mafters  have  a  frequent  opportunity 
of  making  ufeful  obfervations,  giving  general  di- 
rections, adminiftering  counfel,  and  felefting  out 
offenders  for  the  table  of  difgrace  ;  which  is  no 
otherwife  diftinguifhed,  than  by  being  detached 
from  the  reft,  and  having  no  cloth  upon  it. 

When  the  fecond  bell  rings  for  meals,  they  ad- 
vance in  couples  with  great  regularity  to  the  din- 
ing-room, (the  leaft  going  firft)  and  divide  at  the 
foot  of  the  table,  one  going  up  on  one  fide,  and 
the  other  on  the  other  ;  by  which  means  they  are 
feated  with  dexterity  and  expedition. 

A  general  filence  immediately  enfues,  which, 
by  an  intimation  from  one  of  the  mafters,  is  loon 
broke,  and  all  begin  their  meal ;  but  no  converfa- 
tion  louder  than  a  whifper  is  allowed,  during  the 
time  of  eating,  and  no  more  in  that  manner  than 
is  necefiary  for  transferring  their  victuals  from  one 
to  another,  when  fome  have  too  much,  and  others 
too  little,  the  latter  of  which  are  freely  fupplied 
by  the  mafters,  if  they  alk. 

When 
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When  all  appetites  appear  fatisfied,  and  a  meal 
is  ended,  iilence  again  takes  place,  after  which, 
with  an  intimation  of  quietude,  and  fedatenefs, 
they  are  beckoned  to  depart.  They  unite  again 
in  couples  at  the  foot  of  the  table  where  they 
parted,  and  walk  fteadily  out  of  the  room  into  the 
places  appointed  for  play,  where  they  difperfe.  It 
is  thought  necefiary,  that  one  of  the  mafters  fliould 
beftow  a  general  overiight  on  them  in  thefe  times 
of  relaxation,  with  no  more  interference  than  is^ 
abfolutely  neceilary. 

SECT.        III. 

The  fame  order  is  obferved  among  the  girls,  as 
with  the  boys,  at  fchool  and  meals  ;  they  have  fel- 
dom  lefs  than  four  miftrefles  whofe  falaries  are 
from  12  to  25I.  per  annum;  thefe  teach  fewing, 
knitting,  fpinning  flax,  reading,  and  the  Englifh 
grammar.  Writing  and  arithmetick  are  alfo  taught 
by  one  of  the  mafters,  who  is  particularly  fet  at 
liberty,  part  of  every  day,  for  that  purpofe,  and  has. 
a  certain  divifion  of  girls  each  time;  but  the  com-- 
mittees  are  defirous,  that  fome  of  the  female  teach— 
ers  fhould  be  qualified  to  inftruct  in  thefe  branches, 
of  learning.* 

A  wife  attention  is  paid  in  the  girls  fchools  to 
quietude  and  regularity;  each  is  to  know  her  own. 
bufinefs,  and  the  time  for  applying  for  inftruction 
about  her  work,  &c.  There  are  two  or  three  ap- 
prentices for  whom  there  is  a  confiderable  fphere 

of 

f  Thefe  branches  are  now  taught  by  female  inftrutfor*. 
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of  action,  in  afiifting  the  miftreiTes,  as  there  are 
many  more  articles  of  care  among  the  girls  than 
the.. boys;  fuch  as  large  ftocks  of  goods  to  be  made 
up  into  wearing  apparel,  cutting  up  work,  teaching 
various  branches  of  the  executive  part,  and  dealing 
out  haberdafheries  to  the  children.  A  difcreet 
allotment  of  care  and  employ  to  thefe,  preferves 
the  miftreiTes  from  too  oppreffive  a  load  of  anxiety 
about  fmaller  matters,  and  gives  them  an  opportu- 
nity, in  their  refpective  fchools,  to  cherifh  a  necef- 
fary  recollection  of  mind,  enabling  them  more  fen- 
fibiy  to  partake  of  a  meafure  of  divine  ftrength, 
by  which  alone  they  can  govern  with  right  authori- 
ty and  tendernefs.  They  have  alfo  monitors, 
who  have  fimilar  offices  to  the  boys.  The  reading 
miftrefs  has  feldom  more  than  one  ciafs  in  her 
fchool  at  a  time,  which  confifts  of  fix  or  eight, 
and  they  read  paragraph  by  paragraph,  all  Hand- 
ing fo  remote  from  her,  as  to  render  a  proper 
exertion  of  their  voices  necefiary,  by  which  they 
are  inured  to  read  audibly.  The  miftrefs  or  affift- 
ant  teacher,  to  whom  is  committed  the  care  of 
fpinning,  attends  to  that  employ  only  a  few  hours 
each  day;  the  reft  of  her  time  being  taken  up  with 
mending  the  children's  linen,  efpecially  that  of  the 
little  ones,  and  inftructing  five  or  fix  girls  aj  a  time 
in  that  art,  having  them,  and  that  kind  of  work, 
in  a  room  wholly  fet  at  liberty  for  the  purpofe. 
The  eldeft  girls  take  it  in  turns,  one  or  two  at  a 
time,  to  affift  the  mantua-maker,  who  is  fupplied 
with  plenty  of  work.  They  alfo  take  it  in  turns 
to  work  with  the  laundrefs  every  week,  in  wafhing, 
and  getting  up  fmall  linen,  and  in  waiting  at  meal- 
times at  the  houfe-keepers  table;    and  one  in  turn 

is 
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is  under  the  peculiar  direction  of  the  treafurer's. 
wife,  who  keeps  her  pretty  much  to  her  own  par- 
lour, and  employed  in  her  work.  Two  of  the 
girls  are  weekly  appointed  to  fweep  the  lodging 
rooms  every  day,  and  all  the  girls  make  their  own 
beds,  (as  they  fleep  in  couples,)  which  are  curled 
hair  mattrefles  laid  upon  rails ;  they  have  a  bolder, 
an  under  blanket,  a  pair  of  fheets,  two  upper  blan- 
kets, and  a  counterpane  of  fingle  furniture  check, 
but  no  curtains.  A  cheft  with  partitions  ftands  at 
the  head  of  every  bed,  and  furnifhes  two  girls  with 
conveniencies  for  the  keeping  of  their  clothes, 
having  two  drawers  at  the  bottom  for  their  fmall 
linen. 

Their  apparel  in  general,  and  efpecially  fuch  as 
pafles  through  the  walhings,  is  marked  with  the 
initials  of  their  names,  and  the  number  of  their  bill 
of  admittance. 

The  girls  are  provided  with  work  by  the  infti- 
tution,  and  for  their  improvement,  finer  needle- 
work is  taken  in  for  hire  than  the  family  can 
furnifh  them  with •,  and  when  that  falls  fhort, 
child-bed  linen  is  fometimes  made  to  fell,  in  which 
fuperfluous  work  is  guarded  againft. 

The  girls  and  boys  go  to  bed  in  the  fame  order; 
and  all  their  clothing  is  fo  folded  up,  and  laid  upon 
their  chefts,  that  though  there  are  twenty  or  thirty 
beds  in  a  room,  yet  after  they  are  fettled  in  bed, 
there  is  fcarcely  one  article  of  clothing  out  of  its 
proper  place,  and  confequently  no  interference  in 
putting  them  on.      The  lodging  rooms  have  feve- 

ral 
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ral  ventilators  in  the  ceiling.  One  or  more  of  the 
miftrefles,  or  fteady  apprentices,  fleep  in  each,  and 
a  healthy  cheerfulnefs  and  decorum  are  preferved 
through  the  whole* 

SECT.       IV. 

At  meeting  the  boys  and  girls  enter  in  the  fame 
method,  the  boys  firft,  a  mafter  leading  the  way; 
the  leaft  children  immediately  follow,  and  are  feated 
on  the  uppermoft  crofs  forms,  the  reft  regularly 
fucceeding  according  to  their  height;  and  coming  in 
by  couples,  they  fill  two  benches  at  a  time,  and 
very  foon  get  all  fettled.  The  monitors  are  placed 
on  a  fide  bench,  which  gives  them  an  opportunity 
of  infpe&ing  the  behaviour  of  the  other  children, 
and  of  inftru&ing  them  by  their  example,  the 
mafters  and  miftrefles  are  placed  at  little  diftances, 
on  a  feat  one  ftep  higher,  by  which  they  can  over- 
fee  the  whole.  They  depart  with  no  lefs  regulari- 
ty than  they  come  in,  the  children  joining  again 
in  couples  •,  and  in  fuitable  weather,  they  take  a 
circular  walk  round  the  area  in  the  front  of  the 
houfe  -,  after  which,  they  are  advifed  to  retire  to 
reading,  a  confiderable  library  of  friends  books 
being  provided,  part  whereof  is  produced  on  a  firit 
day. — The  children  every  evening  fettle  to  read, 
the  boys  and  girls  feparate  •,  and  they  all,  with  the 
family,  are  collected  once  a  week  for  that  purpofe, 
previous  to  which,  they  quietly  fettle  down  in 
filence  for  a  little  while,  then  one  of  the  mafters 
reads  a  chapter,  and  about  fix  boys,  and  as  many 
girls,  read  fix  or  eight  verfes  each  ;  after  which, 
they  paufe  again,  until  it  is  judged  a  fuitable  time 

for 
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for  the  children  to  withdraw,  which  they  do,  not 
in  couples  as  on  other  occafions,  but  fingly,  going 
immediately  to  bed,  and  at  fuch  a  diftance  from 
each  other,  as  to  admit  of  no  converfation  by  the 
way,  the  teachers  palling  with  them  in  certain  di- 
viiions,  preferves  the  quietude  without  interruption. 
They  generally  rife  at  fix  in  fummer,  and  feven  in 
winter,  and  go  to  bed  at  nine  in  fummer,  and  eight 
in  winter.  It  is  a  rule  that  every  child,  on  admit- 
tance, fhall  have  a  certificate  figned  by  a  medical 
perfon,  expreflive  of  his  or  her  being  in  health,  and 
having  no  infectious  diforders,  or  apparent  fores  ; 
and  if  a  child  has  not  had  the  fmall-pox,  the  parent 
or  guardian  fignifies,  whether,  if  the  contagion 
fhould  break  out  in  the  family,  they  choofe  inocula- 
tion. Whenever  an  illnefs  of  any  kind  appears,  the 
fubjecT:  is  configned  to  a  fteady  matron  in  the  fta- 
tion  of  a  nurfe,  who  has  convenient  apartments 
for  the  reception  of  fuch  ;  and  an  apothecary  in 
the  neighbourhood  has  a  falary  for  attending  at 
ftated  periods,  whether  he  is  wanted  or  not,  and 
as  much  oftener  as  occafion  requires  •,  the  drugs 
are  kept  in  the  houfe  at  the  expenfe  of  the  inftitu* 
tion,  and  the  nurfe  has  the  care  of  them. 

N.  B.  The  children's  drefs,  if  not  fo  when  they 
come,  is  modelled  to  a  certain  fimplicity,  which 
meets  with  the  general  approbation  of  the  molt 
confiftent  part  of  the  fociety  ;  and  fuch  apparel  as 
is  provided  by  the  inftitution,  is  of  a  fubftantial, 
and  rather  courfe  texture,  but  neat  in  its  colour 
and  make,  and  a  care  is  exercifed  over  it,  which 
preferves  it  fo  to  the  laft..  An  exact  uniform  in 
colour,  &c.   has  not  been  adopted. 

SECT. 
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SECT.       V. 

The  houfc-keeper  has  the  general  care  and  com- 
mand of  the  kitchen,  the  keeping,  giving  out,  and 
providing  the  houfe  linen,  {he  gives  an  account 
what  victuals  and  ftores  are  wanted,  fees  to  the  pro- 
per ufe  of  them,  and  delivers  an  account  to  the 
treafurer  of  her  difburfements,  once  a  month. 

There  are  two  chamber-maids,  whofe  bufinefs 
it  is  to  make  the  boys  and  family's  beds,  to  fweep 
their  lodging  rooms  and  the  flairs,  every  day  ex- 
cept meeting  days,  to  affift  in  getting  up  linen, 
mending  fheets,  the  boys  fhirts  and  {lockings, 
and  alio  to  help  in  wafhing  and  combing  the  boys. 
The  nurfe  likewife  affifts  in  mending  linen,  but 
nothing  is  to  interfere  with  her  fervice  to  difeafed 
children. 

Two  cooks  are  found  fufficient;  they  contrive 
their  bufinefs  fo  as  to  have  little  hurry  at  meal 
times,  and  on  the  evening  preceding  meeting  days, 
the  victuals  are  fo  prepared  for  next  day,  that  little 
more  is  necefTary,  having  in  fummer,  cold  meat, 
or  fruit-pies,  and  in  winter,  boiled  plumb  puddings, 
which  only  require  one  perfon  to  {lay  at  home, 
to  keep  the  coppers  boiling. 

They  have  one  fervant  whofe  bufinefs  is  princi- 
pally wafhing  difhes,  &c.  A  ftcady,  and  rather  el- 
derly man,  is  generally  kept  for  renewing  the  fires, 
and  jobbing  about.      There  is  one  dairy-maid,  who 

5  the  care  of  the  milk  of  upwards  of  twenty 
cows,  affiils  in  milking  them,   and  makes  the  but- 
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ter,  &c.  The  laundrefs's  work  is  only  to  infpeft 
and  affift  in  the  wafhings.  A  mill,  fomething  like 
the  bleachers,  is  ufed  for  large  clothes ;  it  is  in  a 
building  detached  from  the  houfe,  and  is  wrought 
by  a  horfe;  the  linen  is  wafhed  in  bags,  being 
firft  forted  and  foaped ;  two  wafher-women  are 
provided  for  one  day,  who,  with  a  man  that  is 
kept  in  the  capacity  of  a  carpenter,  can,  with 
induftry  and  the  laundrefs's  affiftance,  accomplifh 
all  that  is  fuitable  for  that  engine.  Thefe  wafh- 
ings come  every  week.  One  man  has  the  care  of 
baking  and  brewing,  in  which  is  included  the  chil- 
dren's dinners,  when  they  have  baked  meat  or  pies, 
and  making  the  bread,  &c.  There  are  80  acres 
of  land,  and  two  men  in  the  capacity  of  farmers,, 
who,  with  a  labourer  occafionally,  find  fufficient 
employ  in  raifing  a  little  grain,  taking  care  of  the 
cattle,  affifting  in  milking,  going  no  market  about 
three  miles  diftance,  and  fetching  coals  from  the 
pits  a  few  miles.  The  treafurer,  his  wife,  the 
houfe-keeper,  with  all  the  matters,  (except  thofe 
who  have  families)  miftrefles,  nurfe,  and  mantua- 
maker,  eat  together  at  the  houfe-keeper's  table  •, 
and  the  other  fervants  fit  down  regularly  together 
in  the  kitchen,  where  order  and  folidity  are  made 
incumbent  for  every  fervant  to  obferve.  A  taylor 
and  fhoe-maker,  who  have  families,  are  flationed 
in  cottages  adjoining  the  houfe,  and  have  falaries 
fufficient  for  their  fupport.  Single  men  lodge  and 
board  in  the  houfe,  being  found  necefiary  to  fleep 
in  the  boy's  rooms.  The  family  is  fupplied  with 
vegetables  from  a  large  garden  on  the  premifes, 
and  the  care  of  it  committed  to  a  man  in  the  fta- 
tion  of  gardener,  and  his  affiftants. 

N.  B. 
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N.  B.      Admitting  into  the  family  fuch  as  arc 
not  in  profeffion  with  friends,  is  guarded  againft. 

SECT.       VI. 

Inconveniencies  have  been  found  by  recommend- 
ing perfons  with  too  partial  an  eye  to  their  private 
intereft,  and  obtaining  for  them  a  comfortable 
afylum ;  fo  that  fome  who  were  not  objectionable 
in  their  own  fpheres,  and  within  the  compafs  of 
their  own  abilities,  have  obftrutted  the  right  order  of 
the  inftitution,  and  have  neceflarily  become  objects 
of  difapprobation ;  being  defective  in  thofe  facul- 
ties which  were  peculiarly  requifite  for  the  fta- 
tions  to  which  they  were  introduced :  whereas  fome 
others,  from  a  fecret  apprehenfion  of  duty,  and 
an  upright  defire  for  the  good  of  the  inftitu- 
tion, have,  under  difcouragements  and  much  dif- 
fidence, before  their  qualifications  were  ripened 
to  publick  view,  been  put  into  offices  •,  and  yet 
thefe  have  in  due  time,  been  wonderfully  open- 
ed in  religious  and  civil  ufefulnefs,  and  have  be- 
come as  pillars  in  the  fupport  of  right  govern- 
ment in  the  family.  It  has  been  found  expe- 
dient, from  which  great  advantages  have  arifen 
to  the  family,  that  friends  who  travel  in  truth's 
fervice,  and  thofe  that  come  difintereftedly  on 
the  bufinefs  of  the  inftitution,  fhould  be  freely 
accommodated  in  the  houfe ;  any  expenfe  occa- 
sioned thereby,  being  more  than  compenfated  by 
their  religious  concern  and  endeavours  for  the 
profperity  of  the  whole  houfhold.  Neverthelefs, 
inconveniencies  and  unneceftary  expenfe  have  evi- 
dently arifen  by  the  children's  connexions,    and 

thofe 
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thofe  who  only  come  from  curiofity,  having  free 
accefs  to  the  accommodations  provided  by  the  in- 
ftitution ;  and  therefore  an  inn  has  been  opened 
in  the  neighbourhood,  #  where  people  may  be 
agreeably  entertained,  and  enjoy,  as  if  they  were 
in  the  houfe,  every  privilege  of  feeing  the  chil- 
dren, obferving  the  order  of  the  family,  and  at- 
tending religious  opportunities.  As  a  library  of 
fuitable  books  is  provided  by  the  inftitution  for 
the  children's  ufe,  and  as  others  of  a  very  dif- 
ferent tendency  have  unwifely  been  fent  by  their 
connexions,  it  has  been  found  expedient  to  for- 
bid the  introduction  of  any  publications  but  what 
firfl:  undergo  the  teacher's  infpeclion. 

Divers  advantages  have  arifen  by  the  fchool's 
not  being  limited  to  the  children  of  friends  in 
ftraitened  circumftances  •,  as  thofe  who  had  their 
outward  affairs  in  good  order,  might  be  expected 
fo  to  have  extended  their  care  to  their  offspring, 
as  that  their  example  among  the  more  ignorant 
and  lefs  guarded  youth,  might  promote  folidity  and 
good  order  in  the  family:  and  in  cafes  where  that 
care  had  not  been  fufficiently  extended,  the  good 
of  fuch  children,  not  lefs  than  others,  appears  to 
be  the  object  of  the  fociety's  concern :  and  as  their 
parents  were  not  prevented  from  contributing  to 
the  fupport  of  the  inftitution,  fo  as  amply  to  al- 
low for  the  additional  expenfe  above  the  ftated 
fum,  and  even  to  exceed  it  if  they  thought  pro- 
per, no  reafonable  objection  could  arife  on  that 
account. 

By 

*  As  the  premifcs  belong  to  tke  inftitution,  the  com- 
mittee has  fome  control  on  the  tenant. 
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By  this  means  the  houfe  was  more  eafily  fup- 
ported,  and  that  diftindtion  in  the  fpirit  of  the 
world,  which  is  the  bane  of  religious  lbciety,  was 
in  fome  degree  removed.  Thus  children  intended 
to  fill  different  ftations  in  life,  being  fet  upon  an 
equality,  with  which  nothing  interfered  but  their 
merit  or  demerit,  has  proved  a  great  encourage- 
ment to  friends  in  low  circumftances  to  fend  their 
offspring,  when  they  found  there  was  no  defign 
publickly  to  mark  them  as  objects  of  charity  ; 
which,  no  doubt,  from  diffidence  in  fome,  and  an 
unwillingnefs  to  be  denominated  poor  in  others, 
would  have  been  generally  fo  difagreeable,  as  that 
the  number  of  three  hundred  children  could 
fcarcely  have  been  found,  whofe  parents  would 
have  fubmitted  to  receive  a  national  benefit,  if 
thereto  the  badge  of  poverty  had  been  affixed. 
As  the  poor  in  civil,  much  more  in  religious 
fociety,  are  entitled  to  necefTary  and  comfortable 
accommodations,  and  thofe  who  are  in  eafy  cir- 
cumftances, upon  the  principle  of  loving  our  neigh- 
bours as  ourfelves,  have  not  a  right  to  more, 
fuch  an  education  as  is  fuited  to  the  one,  may 
not  be  inconfiltent  with  the  other,  if  inftead  of 
training  them  for  children  of  this  world,  the  cul- 
tivation of  their  minds,  as  followers  of  Chrift,  be 
the  principal  object  in  view.  A  friend  may,  for 
procuring  the  neceffaries  of  life,  be  in  eafy  cir- 
cumftances, fupport  an  honourable  appearance 
among  men,  and  a  generous  hofpitality  towards 
his  friends,  being  of  thofe  who  rather  deflre  to 
give  than  receive  •,  and  yet,  if  out  of  a  large  fa- 
mily, he  wifhes  to  fend  three  or  four  to  fchool, 
and  thinks  it  his  duty  to  provide  the  moil  guard- 
ed 
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ed  education,  it  may  be  quite  inconfiftent  with 
his  abilities,  and  the  education  he  wifhes  them 
to  have,  to  place  them  in  a  more  expenfive  fitu- 
ation  than  what,  upon  an  average,  they  coft  the 
inftitution  at  Ackworth  :  to  prevent  fuch  a  friend 
from  the  benefit  of  fo  generous  a  defign,  is  incom- 
patible with  the  avowed  concern  of  the  fociety 
for  the  welfare  of  its  youth.  Our  judgment  of 
one  another's  circumftances  in  life  is  often  er- 
roneous, and  it  hath  forrowfully  appeared,  that 
many  have  been  ftrangers  to  their  own  ;  and  fome 
who  might  be  unkindly  judged  for  fending  their 
children  to  Ackworth  fchool,  becaufe  of  the  ap- 
pearance of  affluence,  which  they  unwifely  fup- 
ported  for  a  time,  have  proved  unable  even  to 
bear  the  expenfe  of  keeping  them  there  without 
the  affiftance  of  their  friends.  There  have  been 
objections  in  the  minds  of  fome  friends  to  an  open 
door  for  all  children  whofe  parents  approved  the 
plan  of  education,  from  a  fuppofltion  that  the 
houfe  would  be  crowded  with  fuch  as  might  be 
otherwife  as  well  provided  for,  and  that  the  poor 
would  be  excluded  the  benefit  and  preference  they 
ought  to  receive  from  fuch  an  inftitution  ;  and 
alfo,  that  the  annual  fubfcriptions  expedted  from 
all  the  monthly  meetings  in  the  nation,  would 
be  too  much  appropriated  to  the  ufe  of  thofe  who 
might  afford  to  pay  for  their  children  elfewhere; 
from  whence,  difcouragements  being  thrown  out 
to  friends  in  eafy  circumftances  fending  their  chil- 
dren, the  fchool  has  much  fewer  candidates,  and 
the  defign  of  it  not  fo  fully  anfwered.  Thefe  ob- 
jections would  be  removed,  if  friends  were  more 
liberal  and  unconfined  in  their  views,  as  to  num- 
bers 
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bers  or  ftations  in  life,  and  were  fo  far  from  ex- 
cluding, either  the  rich  or  the  poor,  as  to  be 
concerned  for,  and  feel  after  the  propriety  of  ex- 
tending their  accommodations,  and  diffuling  their 
endeavours  for  the  admiffion  of  all  who  offered, 
and  by  opening  a  door  for  thofe  of  ability  to  pay 
fufficiently  for  their  children,  they  might  alfo  pro- 
vide a  means  for  the  relief  of  fuch  as  require  the 
help  of  others  in  bearing  their  burdens,  remem-" 
bering  that,  "  the  liberal  devifeth  liberal  things, 
and  by  liberal  things  fhall  they  ftand." 

Upon  the  whole,  it  is  evident  that  all  children 
ought  to  be  confidered  as  proper  objects  of  fuch 
an  inftitution;  for,  in  general,  even  the  fituation 
of  the  rich,  as  to  their  profperity  in  the  truth, 
is  as  much  to  be  compaffionated  as  the  poor*,  be- 
ing often  educated  with  ideas  and  impreflions  more 
repugnant  to  gofpel  flmplicity,  and  lefs  inured  to 
the  felf-denial  of  a  chriftian,  than  the  offspring  of 
fome  who  labour  under  difficulties  in  temporal 
things.  When  parents  are  wife  enough  to  feel 
difpofed  to  place  their  children  in  a  fituation,  fo 
favourable  for  the  growth  of  virtue,  and  fo  oppof- 
ing  the  ambitious  views,  and  prefumptuous  endea- 
vour s  after  felf-exaltation,  it  would  be  greatly  to  be 
lamented,  if  fiich  were  excluded  from  a  femil 
which  under  the  peculiar  care  of  the  fociety,  is 
better  infpccled,  regulated,  and  furnilhed  with  re- 
ligious officers,  than  private  fcl  ;n  ex- 
perience.     And  as,   by  this  inftitution,   a  rcU 

uon  and  improvement  in  ufeful 
offered  to  the  acceptance  of 
dren,    upon    mode 

M  en< 


26o  ACCOUNT       OF,k 

enough  for  the  prefent  prepared,  there  is  no  doubt 
but  that  by  an  indifcriminate  mixture  of  children 
belonging  to  our  fociety,  divers  advantages  to  their 
future  fteppings  in  life  may  arife. 

There  is  in  one  quarterly  meeting,  a  fund  for 
the  affiftance  of  thofe,  whofe  parents  and  monthly 
meetings  may  be  unequal  to  bear  the  expenfes  of 
their  children's  education,  &c.  This  fund  has 
been  extenfively  beneficial;  the  intereft  is  appro- 
priated to  pay  one  half  the  eight  Guineas  for  each 
object ;  and  the  reft  left  to  be  raifed  either  by  the 
children's  connections,   or  their  monthly  meetings. 

For  the  further  information  of  thofe  who  may 
be,  in  fome  meafure,  ftrangers  to  this  inftitution, 
a  ftate  of  the  accounts  refpefting  the  fame  for  the 
year  1791  is  fubjoined. 


A  Report  of  the  State  of  Ack. 
worth  School,  the  31ft  of 
the  1 2th  Month,    1 79 1. 

An  Inventory  of  the  Eftate  and 
Effects  belonging  to,  and  of 
Debts  owing  by,  this  Inftitu- 
tion,  the  1  ft  of  the  1  ft  Month, 
1792. 
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A  Report  of  the  State  of  ACK WORTH  SCHOOL, 

the  31ft  of  the  12th  Month,   1791. 

The  Income  and  Expenditure  this  Year  have  been  as 

under,  viz. 

INCOME.  £.    s.   d. 

Donations  and  Legacies,  as  per  Lift      -       392     7    o 

Annuitants  deceafed      ------       25000 

Annual    Subfcriptions,   as  per  Lift     -     -     871     6  10 
Bills  of  Admiflion  ;   287  with  Children")  , 

educated,  at  81.  8s.  per  Annum    -     j 
Ditto,  Over-time,  66  Weeks,  at  cs.  per  7  * 

Week         -      -       -      -      -     -       $  l6l°    ° 

lntereft  of  3  and  4  per  Cent.  Annuities     -     226    o    o 
John  Fothergill's  Annuity,  1  year's  dividend    50    O    O 
Rent  of  New  Inn,  and  Land,  1  Year  24I.  1 
Ditto,  of  a  Cottage   and  5   Acres   of  >  35    o    o 

Land,    1   Year iil.J 

Balance  of  Farm  Account       -     -     -  356  \6  Iff 

Total  Income  this  Year  -----  4608  16  9^ 
Total  expended  this  Year  -----  3971  4  2-f- 
Increafe  in  Favour  of  the  Inftitution     -  637  12     7 

Balance  of   Stock    the    1  ft  of  the    1  ft  )      0  ,. 

Month,   i79,, 5      8?12    5    <% 

Improvements   on  the  Eftates  fince  they 

were  purchafed,  eftimated  at  1000  o  © 
The  following  articles  reckoned 

in   laft  year's   Inventory  are 

difcontinned,  viz. 
Improvements  at  N.  Inn  34  o  4f 
Trees  in  the  Garden      40  o  o 
Cart-houfe,  &c.  -     -     90  o  o 
Warning  Mill     -     -    100  o  o 

264    o  4^ 

.      «•„        r  ^-735  f9  7t 

Errors   in    Bills    of 

Admiflion     -         42     5  o 

D°  in  dating  thecoft 

Prices  of  3  &  4  per 

Cent.   Stocks        487  15  o 

530    o  o 

205  19    7i 

Balance   of  prefent  Stock,  the  31ft   of  1 

12th    Month,    179?,  as  per  the    fol-  >      9555  17     9 
lowing  Inventory     -----      J 


EXPENDITURE.  £.     ,.  J. 

Houfe  Expenfes ;  in  Proyifions,  Coals,  &c.  1880    o    9 f 

Clothing  for  Children -  831167^ 

Salaries  and  Servants  Wages    -     -     -     -  545    410 

Intereft  paid  to  Annuitants,  at  5  per  Cent.  212     1    o 

Repairs,  including  the  new-making  and! 

enlarging  of  the  principal  drain   from  >  124  14    6'i 

the  building J 

Conveyance  of  Children  at  2d.  per  Mile,  7  a 

exceeding  50  Miles     -     -     -     -       j  ° 

Stationary      -       -        -       -       -       -      -  60  19    4^ 

Furniture,    Bedding,    Linen,   &c.   for) 

Wear  and  Tear S  *0012"* 

Apothecary  Account;    Salary,  Drugs,  &c.     42    4    4 

Contingencies        -     •  -        -       -       -      -  *7  x7    5^ 

Garden 25    18 


Total  expended  this  Year      ....      397*    4    2i 
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An  Inventory  of  the  Estate  and  Effects  belong- 
ing to,  and  of  Debts  owing  by,  this  Institution, 
the  tft  of  the  ift  Month,  1792. 

Belonging  to  the  Institution.      £.     s.  J. 

The  Eftates  at  Ackworth,  coil       -       -      8952   11  o 

*  Improvements  on  faid  Eftates  -  -  1000  O  O 
New  Office  for  the  Secretary,  built  this  loo 

Year,  coft     ----.-5  * 

Confolid.  4  per  Cent.  Annuities  5 50CI.  coft  43  28   15  • 

Three  Months  Intereft  due  thereon       -       55     o  O 

Confolid.  3  per  Cent.  Annuities  200I.  coft    143      5  O 

Six  Months  Intereft  due  thereon  3     o  o 

John  FothergilPs  Ann.  y  year's  Intereft  due  25  O  O 
New  Inn  and  Land,  half  Year's  Rent  due  12  00 
Cottage  and  5  Acres  of  Land,  3  Quarters  due     850 

Furniture;  Linen,  Bedding,  &c.  on  hand   1673     4  8 

Farm;  Cattle,  Hay,  Oats,  &c.  ditto  678    19  O 

Houfe  Expenfes;  Provifions,  Coals,  See.  ditt0473     9  9! 

Clothing  for  Children,  ditto       -       -       -        312    13  7 

Stationary;  Books,  Paper,  Quills,  &c.  ditto  151  15  4 
Contingencies;    Money  lent  on  leaving  7                 , 

School,  to  be  returned  5  * 

Ditto  due  for  45  Children  who  have  had  1 

the  Small   Pox 5        4/      5  ° 

Garden  ;  Dial,  Utenfils,  &c.  therein  *  1612  9 
Bills  of  Admiilion  ;    due  for  4^,   and  ] 

Forty- Seven  Weeks       - 

Drugs,  Medicines,  &c.  on  Hand       -       •        45    17  11 

Materials  for  Repairs,  ditto        -        -        -       24   15  8 

balance  in  the  Trcafurer's  Hands        -  107   14  8-: 


51   13     o 
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*  The  Money  expended  under  the  Head  repairs, 
(which  includes  Improvements  fmce  the  Eftate  was  pur- 
chafed)  in  the  courfe  of  more  than  twelve  Years,  amouats 
to  near  Four  Thoufand  Pounds. 


Owing   by    the    Institution.         £.     /.     d. 

Annuities  at  5  per  Cent,  on  the  Life  of? 
a  Subfcriber  and  Nominee  >    *  ' 

American  Committee,  due  to  them      -        2^79   *6   io£ 

Childrens  Account,  due  to  299  now  in  ">  ,. 

the  Houfe,  being  for  Time  unexpired  5      35  7 

Barclays    and   Tritton,   due    to    them  \  g 

when   outftanding  Drafts   are    paid    i 

Bills  of  Admiflion,  for  3^  for  1792        -         29     8     o 

Balance  of  Stock  in  favour  of  the  Infti-  \ 

union,  the  1  ft  of  the  ift  Month,  1792)    9555    *7     9 


18201    12     3^ 
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<.<.»<■,<.,<. .<^>  €B=«E>^S>>  >■■>•■>•■  >•>- 


The  following  account  of  an  inftitution  at  Tori^  writ- 
ten by  Sarah  Grubby  was  alfo  found  among  her 
papers ;  and  as  Jhe  was  one  of  its  fupporters, 
and  it  appears  to  be  connected  with  the  preceding- 
fubjecl,  it  is  judged  proper  to  introduce  it  in  this  place. 


+  *<~<»4-><  ■  ■<  OCQ  «p»-->'  >  >■•>•>- 


AS  the  fchool  at  Ackworth  did  not  receive 
children  but  within  certain  limitations  as  to 
age,  &c.  fomething  further,  by  way  of  appendix* 
was  found  necefTary  •,  viz.  a  fchool  fomewhat  iimilar 
to  Ackworth,  which  could  receive  girls  of  any  age 
or  defcription,  whofe  parents  or  guardians  inclined 
to  fubmit  them  to  the  rules  of  the  houfe  ;  where 
a,  fteady  religious  care  might  be  exercifed,  uninflu- 
enced by  any  pecuniary  considerations,  and  in- 
ftru(!tions  afforded  in  uieful  learning  and  houfe-- 
i*ifery. 

M  5  One 
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One  friend  having  felt  her  mind  under  a  folid 
concern  for  the  eftablifhment  of  fomething  of  this 
kind,  imparted  it  to  divers  others,  as  truth  opened 
the  way  ;  and  they  finding  a  concurrent  engage- 
ment, were  willing  to  unite  a  little  property  and  at- 
tention, for  the  opening  and  carrying  of  it  forward^ 
in  expectation  that  others  would  be  concerned  to 
fucceed  them,  for  its  future  continuance  and  fupport. 

As  an  overfight  fuperior  to  what  might  be  ex- 
pected from  fetch  as  mould  be  placed  in  the  fta- 
tion  of  miftrefles,  appeared  to  be  proper,  one  friend, 
(her  hufband  uniting  therein)  offered  herfelf  to  the 
fervice  ;  and  feveral  religious  young  women  of  im- 
proving abilities,  were  engaged  to  ftep  in,  for  a 
time,  as  teachers,  &c.  without  expectation  of  any 
pay  or  reward,  fave  that  peace  which  is  the 
eonfequence  of  diiinterefted  faithful  labour. 

A  fum  was  accordingly  raifed,  a  fuitable  houfe 
provided  to  accommodate  about  thirty  girls,  and 
furnifhed  in  a  plain,  ufeful  manner,  at  the  expenfe 
of  the  proprietors  ;  except  the  parlour  and  a  lodg- 
ing room,  which  the  fuperintendents  were  intend- 
ed more  particularly  to  occupy,  and  which  are  fur- 
nifhed at  their  own  expenfe. 

They  alfo  pay  to  the  institution  an  ample  fuffi- 
ciency  for  their  own  living  in  the  family. 

Simplicity  of  manners,  and  a  religious  improve- 
ment of  the  minds  of  youth,  were  the  principal  ob- 
jects in  view  of  the  friends  who  eftablifhed  this 
fchool ;  and  therefore,  whatever  has  a  tendency  to 
obitrufit  this  work,  is  cautioned   againft,   and  fuch 

apparel 
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apparel  as  the  children  bring  with  them,  if  deemed 
inconfiftent  with  the  plainnefs  which  truth  leads  in- 
to, is  not  allowed  during  their  refidence  here  ;  nor 
fuch  literary  publications  as  unprofitable  elate  the 
mind,  and  give  a  difrelifh  for  the  purity  of  gofpel 
truths  •,  but  a  knowledge  of  uieful  hiftory  and  geo- 
graphy, as  additional  branches  of  learning  to  thofe 
of  reading,  writing,  arithmetiek,  and  the  Engliilv 
grammar,  are  by  no  means  disapproved.  And 
whilft  a  careful  attention  is  paid  to  the  improve- 
ment of  the  children  in  neceflary  needle- work  and 
knitting,  all  that  is  thought  merely  ornamental,  is 
uniformly   difcouraged. 

The  girls  make  their  own  beds,  fweep  their  own- 
rooms,  and  take  it  in  turns,  by  couples  for  a  week, 
to  wait  at  the  Superintendent's  and  girls  tables ; 
and  fuch  as  are  let  apart  for  that  fervice,  arc  fu bject 
to  be  called  upon  in  extraordinary  cafes,  to  affift  in 
preparing  victuals,  and  other  neceiTLry  employments- 
in  the  family. 

N.  B.  Each  girl  pays  at  entrance  fourteen  gui^- 
neas  for  learning,   boar  rattling.. 
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SOME 
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CHRISTIAN     DISCIPLINE, 


*S      IT      RESPECTS      THE 


EDUCATION    of    YOUTH. 


l>-  •<►->>  >  ►«• 


rY^  H  E  Author  of  the  Chriftian  religion  came 
1  to  redeem  and  fave  from  that  fpirit  which 
©ppofed  the  coming  of  his  kingdom.  He  has 
wonderfully  difplayed  the  efficacy  of  that  good, 
by  which  evil  is  overcome,  proving  through  the 
whole  of  hib  difpenfations  a  coincidence  of  mercy 
with  juftice.  And  the  operation  of  this  benign 
principle  appears  to  be  in  no  cafe  more  neceffary 
and  profitable,  than  in  the  true  fupport  and  dis- 
charge of  the  duties  which  wc  owe  to  thofe  who 
are  placed    under  our    fuperintendence  and   care. 

As 
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As  there  are  difpofitions  manifeft  in  children,  after 
the  knowledge  of  good  and  evil  is  contracted, 
which  degrade  the  mind  from  that  innocency  where- 
in they  were  firft  created,  and  which  like  an  evil 
tree  (if  fuffered  to  grow,)  will  produce  unwhole- 
fome  fruit  ;  fo  there  is  alfo  in  the  power  of  thofc 
who  have  rightly  the  care  of  them,  a  means  which 
may,  by  the  concurring  operations  of  truth,  be 
rendered  effectual  to  the  reduction  thereof:  and 
as  both  the  diforder  and  the  remedy  lie  deep  in 
the  heart,  they  muft  be  fought  for  there,  without 
the  love  of  fuperiority,  a  carnal  judgment  of  good 
and  evil,  or  the  influence  of  felf-will. 

To  bring  children  to  a  true  and  profitable  fenfe 
of  their  own  ftates,  and  direct  them  to  the  fpiritual 
warfare  in  themfelves,  is  the  main  end  of  all  reli- 
gious labour  on  their  account ;  and  herein  a  finglc 
eye  ought  to  be  kept  to  the  witnefs  of  truth  in 
their  minds,  for  that  muft  be  vifited  and  raifed, 
before  they  can  fo  fee,  as  to  repent  and  convert 
from  evil.  When  this  is  the  principal  object  in 
the  view  of  thofe,  who  confider  themfelves  as  de- 
legated ihepherds,  accountable  for  the  prefervation 
of  their  flock,  they  are  religioufly  engaged  to  pro- 
mote it  by  fuch  means  as  are  put  into  their  power, 
under  the  influence  of  a  chriftian  fpirit ;  which 
preferves  from  a  deiire  of  occafioning  fuftering,  or 
more  of  it  than  is  abfolutely  necefiary  for  the  ob- 
taining of  that  end,  gives  patience  to  perievere  in 
labour  without  fainting,  ftrength  to  bear  and  for- 
bear in  their  waitings  for  the  fpringing  up  of  the 
good  feed,  and  opens  an  eye  of  faith  to  look  for, 
and  depend  only  upon,  the  bleffing  on  their  en- 
deavours. 
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deavours.  Hereby  the  conduct  of -fiich  is  deeply 
inftru&ive  to  children;  and  may  feal  upon  their 
minds  the  pious  concern  of  their  preceptors,  and 
affectionately  endear  them  in  a  friendship  laftingly 
profitable,  when  they  prove,  through  the  influence 
of  divine  love  upon  their  own  underftandings,  the 
jufticer  mercy,  and  nobility  of  that  christian  difci- 
pline  which  has  been  exercifed  towards  them,  and 
whereby  they  have  obtained  fweet  communion 
with,  and  an  opening  to,  the  fountain  of  good  in 
themfelves. 

If  in  our  paffage  through  life,  we  are  often 
brought  to  acknowledge  that  of  ourfelves,  without 
divine  affiftance,  we  can  do  nothing,  is  it  not 
abundantly  obvious  in  the  work  of  beftowing  a  re- 
ligious education  on  youth  ?  and  mould  any  wis- 
dom prelide  over  that  "  which  cometh  down  from 
above,  and  is  firft  pure,  then  peaceable,  gentle, 
and  eafy  to  be  intreated,  full  of  mercy,  and  full 
of  good  fruits,  without  partiality,  and  without 
hypocrify  ?"  It  is  lamentable  to  fee  how  people  ia 
general,  and  even  fome  who  leek  the  fenfe  of  truth 
on  other  occafions,  feem  to  confider  themfelves, 
at  any  time,  or  in  any  difpofition,  qualified  to  in- 
ftrudt  and  correct  children,  without  perceiving  that 
their  own  wills  require  to  be  fir  ft  Subdued,  before 
they  can  acceptably  be  inftrumental  in  Subduing 
the  will  of  others.  Though  acts  of  indifcretion, 
or  Severities,  may  have  a  tendency  to  humble  thofe 
who  receive  them  (through  whole  Sincerity  all 
things  work  together  for  good,  even  as  perfec- 
tion has  been  blefled  to  thoufands)  yet  the  inftru- 
tnents  are  by   no   means    acquitted  thereby,  their 

conduct 
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conduct  not  being  the  produce  of  that  faith,  which 
worketh  by  love,  to  the  purifying  of  the  heart. 
It  is  not  to  be  expetted  but  that  there  is  referved 
for  fuch,  a  proportionate  degree  of  fuffering,  to 
that  which,  in  their  own  wills,  they  have  occafion- 
ed  to  others  :  though,  by  their  natural  under- 
ftanding  only,  their  perception  of  divine  recom- 
penfe  may  not  be  clear  enough  to  diftinguifh  it, 
yet  a  righteous  retribution,  or  receiving  that  mea- 
fure  themfelves  which  they  have  meted  to  others, 
may  await  them. 

u  Provoke  not  your  children  to  wrath,"  faid 
the  apoftle.  A  condudt  may  be  exercifed  towards 
youth,  which  being  under  the  influence  of  the 
paffions,  has  a  natural  tendency  to  raife  a  fimilar 
return.  To  punilh  a  child  becaufe  it  has  offended 
us,  without  the  difcovery  of  an  evil  defign,  is  to 
a£t  under  an  unchriftian  fpirit,  which  revenges 
injuries.  This  is  a  difpofition  which  is  apt  to  re- 
ceive  its  gratifications  from  a  flattering,  cringing 
fpirit,  and  from  fuch  marks  of  refpeft  as  originate 
in  an  impure  fpring  of  a&ion  •,  and  hence,  teach- 
ers of  children  may,  from  a  fuperficial  judgment, 
approve  and  ftrengthen  the  little  pharifees  under 
their  care  •,  whilft  the  pure  life  that  is  ftruggling  in 
the  hearts  of  fome  who  refemble  the  publican,  is 
crufhed  and  difregarded.  Many  and  deep  are  the 
forrows  of  the  childhood  of  fome,  which  proceed 
from  different  caufes  :  and  doubtlefs  that  incapaci- 
ty wherein  they  are  placed  for  obtaining  redrefs 
from  real  grievances,  and  the  abufe  of  power  be- 
ing ftrengthened  in  thofe  from  whom  they  receive 
them,  may  be  numbered  among  thefe  affecting  oc- 

cafions* 


CHRISTIAN     DISCIPLINE.         275 

cafions.  Many  children,  even  in  our  fociety,  have 
a  loofe  unguarded  education,  and  grow  up  as  dege- 
nerate plants  of  a  ftrange  vine,  having  very  little 
care  exercifed  towards  them,  except  to  indulge  their 
unruly  appetites,  and  paffionate  defires  :  thefe  re- 
quire the  yoke  to  be  laid  upon  them  with  caution 
and  true  judgment,  left  more  fhould  be  command- 
ed than  they  poflefs  abilities  to  perform,  and  fo 
their  deficiency  be  unjuftly  laid  to  their  charge  : 
yet  the  cultivation  of  their  minds  fhould  be  fteadi- 
!y  purfued,  under  that  holy  affirtance  without  which 
we  can  do  nothing  acceptably.  Pail:  experience  does 
not  appear  to  be  a  fufficient  qualification  for  this, 
any  more  than  for  other  religious  fervices,  even 
where  it  has  been  right,  and  much  lefs  fo  when 
it  has  not  been  ftriclly  under  the  influence  of  that 
wifdom,    which  is  pure  and  without  partiality. 

Wifdom  and  ftrcngth  muft  be  waited  for,  day 
by  day,  for  the  right  performance  of  our  duties, 
before  Him  who  weighs  our  actions  in  the  balance 
of  pure  juftice,  and  only  approves  thole  which  are 
wrought  in  the  fpirit.  To  educate  children  religi- 
oufly,  requires  a  quietude  of  mind,  and  fympathy 
in  their  guardians,  with  the  ftate  of  the  good  feed 
in  them,  which  will  lead  rightly  to  difcriminate 
between  good  and  evil  ;  to  difcover  the  corrupt 
fource  of  many  feeming  good  actions  \  and  to  per- 
ceive that  a  real  innocency  is  the  root  of  others, 
which  cuftom,  and  a  fuperficial  inveftigation,  have 
rendered  reprehenfible.  Here  we  fee  the  necefii- 
ty  of  true  wifdom  being  renewed,  and  the  infuf- 
ficiency  of  that  which  is  carnal,  and  boafts  its 
own  experience  and  ftrength.      It  is    the  humbled 

mind 
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mind  to  which  is  unfolded  fuch  myfteries  of 
true  godlinefs,  for  its  own  edification,  and  that 
of  thofe  under  its  care,  as  could  not  have  been 
received  in  the  fupport  of  a  falfe  confequence, 
and  the  love  of  fuperiority.  If  children  are  to 
be  inftrutted  in  the  ground  work  of  true  religion, 
ought  they  not  to  difcover  in  thofe  placed  over 
them,  a  lively  example  thereof?  or  ought  they  to 
fee  any  thing  in  the  conduft  of  others,  which 
would  be  condemnable  in  them,  were  they  in  fimi- 
lar  circumftances  ?  Of  what  importance  then  is 
it  for  guardians  of  children,  to  rule  their  own 
fpirits  ;  for  when  their  tempers  are  irritable,  their 
language  impetuous,  their  voices  exerted  above 
what  is  necelTary,  their  threatenings  unguarded, 
or  the  execution  of  them  rafh,  however  children 
may  for  a  time  fuffer  under  thefe  things,  they 
are  not  inftru&ed  thereby  in  the  ground  work 
of  true  religion;  nor  will  the  witnefs  of  truth, 
as  their  judgments  mature,  approve  a  condudl  like 
this  5  though  through  the  bias  of  felf-will,  it  may 
be  adopted  in  fimilar  cafes,  in  a  fucceeding  genera- 
tion, by  thofe  who,  inftead  of  having  gathered  good 
feed,  have,  from  the  mixture  of  their  education, 
preferred  the  bad,  which  meeting  with  a  foil  fuit- 
able  to  its  nature,  grows  and  becomes  fruitful,  to 
the  corrupting  of  many  more. 

The  love  of  power  is  fo  deeply  implanted  in  the 
natural  mind,  that  without  we  difcover  it,  and  its 
evil  tendency,  in  the  true  light,  we  are  not  like- 
ly to  confider  it  as  an  enemy  of  our  own  houfe, 
againft  which  we  are  called  to  war  with  as  much 
righteous  zeal,  as  againft  the  evil  in  others ;     yea 

with 
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with  more,  becaufe  it  is  declared  fuch  are  our 
greateft  foes.  Where  this  corrupt  part  is  cherifh- 
cd  it  ftains  our  actions  ;  and  having  gained  the 
afcendency  over  the  pure,  lowly  feed,  bribes  and 
influences  the  judgment  refpecting  good  and  evil, 
and  eftablifhes  the  mind  in  a  felf  complacence, 
which,  however  productive  of  reproof,  has  feldom 
an  ear  open  to  that  inftruction  by  which  itfelf 
ftands  condemned.  The  prodigal  difplay  and  ufe 
of  power  is  the  very  deftruction  of  chriftian  dis- 
cipline. Power  is  neceffary;  not  to  be  aflumed  in 
the  will  of  the  creature,  but  to  ftand  fubfervient 
to  the  judgment  of  truth,  under  which  it  ought 
to  be  exerted  ;  lying  in  ambufli  as  a  waiting, 
affifting  force,  ready  to  be  called  in  cafes  of  dif- 
ficulty ;  when,  if  it  ftep  forth  in  true  dignity,  the 
appearance,  rather  than  the  ufe  of  it,  may  gene- 
rally prove  fufficient,  and  its  wife  retreat  render 
it  ftill  more  ufeful  and  reverenced.  True  love, 
clearnefs  of  judgment,  and  the  meeknefs  of  wifc 
dom,  are  the  fupporters  of  true  dignity ;  and 
where  thefe  prevail  in  a  mind  under  divine  go- 
vernment and  control,  they  give  authority,  firm- 
nefs,  and  benevolence,  in  thought,  word,  and 
deed  ;  which  have  a  profitable  and  comfortable 
effect,  upon  thofe  who  are  placed  under  their  in- 
fluence, and  open  a  door  for  undifguifed  familia- 
rity, and  affectionate  intercourfe,  wherein  children 
receive  inftruction  more  fuitably  and  cordially,  than 
under  the  arbitrary  (way  of  a  continually  affumed 
power.  Should  we  lay  hold  of  chriftian  difciplinc 
in  all  its  branches,  and  return  with  it  to  its  root, 
cither  among  children  or  in  the  church,  we  mail 
always  find  it  originates  in  a  chriftian  fpirit,   and 

that 
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that  every  plaufible  appearance  which  is  defe&ive 
m  this  ground,  is  fo  far  no  better  than  founding 
brafs,  or  a  tinkling  cymbal. 

The  right  education  of  children,  efpecially  in 
boarding-fchools,  is  no  doubt  a  clofe  and  arduous 
work  -,  thofe,  however,  who  are  rightly  engaged 
therein,  and  endeavour  after  their  own  refinement, 
and  an  increafing  acquaintance  with  the  Fountain 
of  Purity  in  themfelves,  need  not  have  their  eye 
outward  for  the  eftablifhment  of  power  and  au- 
thority ;  for  He  who  feeds  the  ravens  and  clothes 
the  lilies,  knows  what  they  ftand  in  need  of,  and  is 
able,  out  of  his  own  treafury,  to  fupply  all  their 
wants  ;  to  be  "  mouth  and  wifdom,  tongue  and 
utterance  ;"  and  will  not  fail  to  help  under  their 
greateft  difficulties,  if  they  fupport  a  patient  de- 
pendence upon  Him  alone,  and  profitably  live 
under  the  perfuafion,  that  when  He  fhuts,  no  one 
fhould  attempt  to  open,  and  when  he  opens,  none 
can  lhut. 
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SARA     If       GRUBR 


SHEFFIELD  5th  month  1772*— I  cannot  but 
wifh  to  fpend  a  few  weeks  with  thee,  either 
here  or  at  York  \  but  as  I  am  fenfible  it  is  not 
good  for  any  of  us  to  have  our  inclinations  grati- 
fied at  all  times,  I  am  defirous  to  be  eafy,  and 
refigned  to  every  thing  that  may  crofs  my  natural 
propenfities ;  that  fo,  when  affliction  and  probation 
may  prefent  themfelves,  which  certainly  will  attend 
our  pilgrimage  through  this  uncertain  ftage  of  life, 
I  may  be  the  more  ftrengthened  to  undergo  thefe 
trying  feafons  with  patience  and  fortitude.  But  I 
may  conclude  with  the  words  which  thou  haft 
repeated  before;  "  to  will,  is  prefent  with  me,  but 
to  do,  I  know  not :"  for  though  this  fortitude  and 
refignation  are  things  much  to  be  defired,  yet  to 
be  entirely  given  up  to  the  will  and  difpofal  of  a 
kind   providence,    is   no    eafy    attainment.      Thou 

mentioned 

*  In  the  16th  year  of  her  age. 
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mentioned  the  difference  of  our  fituations ;  and  it 
would  be  ungrateful  if  I  did  not  confider,  and  look 
upon  my  privileges,  as  favours  from  indulgent 
heaven,  if  I  make  a  proper  ufe  of  them.  But  it  is 
the  ftate  of  the  mind  that  limits  our  happinefs  \ 
and  alas  !  it  is  the  want  of  a  fufficient  care  in  the 
cultivation  of  my  mind,  that  is  a  means  of  obftruct* 
ing  that  peace  which  it  would  be  fweet  to  enjoy. 

York,  7th  month  1773 — *  often  think  our 
troubles  are  much  augmented,  by  looking  on  thofc 
who  are  in  a  more  advantageous  flat  ion,  accord- 
ing to  our  opinion  •,  when,  if  we  could  but  con- 
tent ourfelves  with  putting  their  many  mortifica- 
tions, to  balance  the  adverfe  conditions  of  fome  on 
whom  external  circumftances  feem  never  to  have 
fmiled,  and  whofe  life  has  been  a  feries  of  affliction, 
it  would  amply  compenfate  for  the  labour.  Due 
confideration  would  make  our  forrows  appear 
greatly  fhort  of  what  providence  might  have  allot- 
ted for  us,  and  would  frequently  prove  them  to 
be  the  refult  of  paffion,  or  imaginary  ills. 

York,  4th  month  1774— Thy  Letter  was  falu- 
tary  and  grateful,  arriving  when  my  mind  was 
anxioufly  concerned  on  many  accounts.  The  care 
of  fo  large  a  family,  thou  wilt  readily  own,  muft 
engrofs  a  large  ihare  of  my  attention ;  it  is  a 
talk  to  which  I  often  think  myfelf  unequal, 
efpecially  among  children  ;  but  that  I  am  wil- 
ling to  make  the  beft  of,  if  I  may  but  be  enabled 
fo  to  conduct,  as  to  give  no  real  caufe  of  offence, 
nor  to  example  in  any  thing  that  is  contrary  to 
the  Simplicity  of  truth.      Under  thefe  confidera- 

tions, 
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tions,  I  fee  my  own  infufEciency,  and  how  un- 
able I  am  to  act  the  part  of  an  elder  After, 
without  a  daily  fupport  from  the  Fountain  of 
every  good.  What  fhould  we  do,  were  there 
nothing  to  fly  to  but  the  inftruments,  the  pub- 
lifhers  of  the  gofpel  ?  what  aid  can  they  lend 
us  ?  what  ftrength  in  weaknefs,  in  comparifon  of 
that  inward  ftay,  which,  if  enough  looked  unto, 
would  be  the  ftaff  of  our  lives  !  And  with 
this  gracious  privilege,  how  mournful  is  it  to 
confider  the  preference  that  is  given  to  the  foi- 
bles of  this  tranfitory  life,  before  that  true  peace 
which  flows  from  the  Divine  monitor,  the  teacher 
within  ! 

York,  8th  month  1775 — And  now  permit  me 
to  tell  thee  how  welcome  a  part  of  thine  was  ; 
it  led  me,  when  I  read  it,  to  conclude,  that  after 
looking  on  all  the  frailties  of  human  nature,  and 
perplexing  ourlelves  with  a  view  of  the  various 
and  intricate  fcenes  of  this  life,  the  neceffary  re- 
fult  fliould  be,  "  to  be  quiet,  and  mind  our  own 
bufinefs  5"  or,  as  thou  fayeft,  to  endeavour  to  feel 
ourfelves  approved  by  Him  who  fees  not  as  man 
fees.  If  we  make  welcome  every  obftacle  that  is 
prefented  in  the  way  to  peace,  we  may  juftly  con- 
clude that  we  fhall  never  arrive  at  the  peaceful 
Jerufalem,  the  quiet  habitation  which  comcth  down 
from  God  out  of  heaven.  The  confideration  of 
this  enjoyment,  fometimes  prompts  the  mind  to 
foar,  or  to  afcend  gradually  to  the  holy  mountain, 
where  we  may  be  taught  the  ways  of  righteouf- 
nefs,  and  be  inftructed  in  the  paths  of  true  peace  : 
but  how  faft  we  defcend  to  the  place  from  whence 

we 
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we  came  !  how  precipitately  do  we  drop  into 
fome  region  of  darknefs  !  for  furely  there  arc 
many  degrees  ;  but  happy  are  they  who  are  re- 
deemed from  its  power.  May  we  not  juftly  deem 
ourfelves,  when  under  any  entanglement,  any  fet- 
ter that  prevents  our  deeds  being  brought  to  the 
true  light,  the  light  of  the  Lamb,  as  alienated,  in 
part,  from  the  Father  of  mercies,  and  eftranged 
from  His  celeftial  fpring  !  how  neceflary  therefore 
is  it  for  us  to  watch  at  all  feafons,  in  times 
of  peace,  as  well  as  in  the  fpiritual  warfare  •,  for 
we  know  not  when  the  hour  of  temptation  com- 
eth,  and  our  fortification  may  prevent  the  engage- 
ment. How  preferving  is  that  language  ;  "  I  will 
get  me  to  my  watch  tower  •,"  and  what  a  favour  it 
is,  our  not  being  ignorant,  that  the  name  of  the 
Lord  is  a  tower  to  the  righteous. 

ioth  month  1777 — I  expect  this  will  find  thee 

at  ,  where   I  wifh  thy  vifit  to  be  attended 

with  more  folid  fatisfadtion  than  thou  looked  for  ; 
if  not,  it  may  be  no  lefs  profitable.  My  very  fmall 
experience  has  taught  me,  that  endeavouring  to 
keep  near  to  the  Fountain  of  life,  in  company 
where  its  arifings  are  evidently  fupprefled-,  often 
tends  more  to  our  real  growth  in  the  root  of 
true  religion,  than  the  eafy  enjoyment  of  valuable 
friends  company,  with  whom  we  are  not  driven 
to  our  refuge. 

12th  month  1777 — I  doubt  not  but  thou  haft 
thought,  with  myfelf,  the  conduft  of  the  genera- 
Iky  of  young  men  to  be  painful ;  for  what  num- 
bers do  we   fee  of  thefe,   who,  prompted  by  the 

irregularity 
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irregularity  of  ycmthful  fervour,  fuffer  their  minds 
to  be  entangled  with  every  fluttering  object  of 
vanity ;  little  confidering  that  they  are  expoiing 
themfelves  to  innumerable  forrows,  and  inconfider- 
ately  and  rapidly  purfuing  an  Ignis-fatuus,  which 
will  lead  them  into  a  labyrinth  of  perplexities. 
Oh!  could  they,  inftead  of  this,  centre  and  retire 
to  that  reverent  fear  in  themfelves,  which  would 
prove  a  fountain  of  life,  preferving  from  the  fnares 
of  death,  there  is  no  reafon  to  doubt  that  the  inex- 
hauftible  Fountain,  would  not  only  turn  their  feet 
into  the  path  of  peace,  but  fo  far  eftablifh  their 
goings  therein,  that  every  important  concern  of 
their  lives  would  be  favoured  with  divine  direc- 
tion ;  and  in  that  very  momentous  one  of  marriage, 
the  language  of  truth  would  be  fo  intelligible  as 
to  direct  them  to  the  right  object ;  and  then,  with 
what  holy  confidence  might  they  propofe  thefe 
connections,  while  our  fex,  with  an  humble 
awful  diffidence,  wait  alfo  for  counfel  from  on 
high,  and  to  feel  the  fame  affurance  of  divine  ap- 
probation :  thus  all  would  be  coniummated  to  the 
praife  of  Him  whofe  favour  they  had  fought  and 
implored.  Much  do  I  wifl*  that  my  heart  may 
ever  be  favoured  to  poflefs  a  degree  of  this  pri- 
mitive purity,  though  no  matrimonial  confidera- 
tions  require  it  ;  the  faying  of  the  Apoftle  often 
occurs  to  my  mind  *,  "  that  godlinefs  is  profitable 
unto  all  things." 

7th  month  1778 — We  are  now  again   left   with 
the  care  of  a   family  that   requires  fome  atte 
and  circumfpcction.      I   never   felt   more  unfit  for 
the  talk,  nor  more  ready  to   query,   who    is   < 

N  to 
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to  it,  and  to  conclude,  furely  not  I.  A  difcrcet 
conduct,  an  affectionate  behaviour,  attempered  with 
juft  fo  much  fteady  authority  as  to  excite  refpect 
united  to  an  unavoidable  love,  and  thefe  not  to 
fluctuate  with  the  fituation  of  the  mind,  is  an  at- 
tainment which  I  fear  will  never  be  mine,  and 
which  indeed  will  be  unnecefiary  in  a  very  few 
years  with  refpect  to  my  fifters  ;  but  yet  it  does 
appear,  at  leaft  in  my  eyes,  abfolutely  requifite  for 
thofe  on  whom  the  education  of  children  devolves. 
Where  people  are  thus  qualified,  and  difchargc 
their  duty,  they  will  find  a  pleafure  with  the  impor- 
tant charge;  "  for  in  it  there  is  a  happinefs  as  well 
as  care."  There  is  certainly  fomething  in  the 
affectionate  part  of  us,  which  tends  rather  to  de- 
feat, than  promote  the  growth  of  true  religion, 
except  it  be  fanctified  under  the  operation  of  the 
divine  hand  •,  when  that  is  happily  experienced, 
fome  of  the  natural  propeniities  become  bleffings, 
and  very  laudably  heighten  the  enjoyment  of 
fpiritual  ones. 

nth  month  1778 — Thou  haft,  I  doubt  not* 
already  heard  of  the  unfettled  ftate  we  have  late- 
ly been  in,  occafioned  by  a  forrowful  and  affect- 
ing event,   the  death   of  our  dear   friend  . 

She  feemed  but  juft  arrived  at  the  fummit  of 
earthly  happinefs,  and  to  have  conferred  the  fame 
enjoyment  upon  her  beloved  partner  ;  yet  alas  ! 
how  transient  was  the  duration  of  this  ftate  ;  and 
indeed,  how  unfit  is  it  for  minds  who  are  too 
apt  to  rejoice  in  profperity  without  trembling, 
and  whofe  affections  are  centred  only  in  focial 
comforts  !     We  cannot  but  conclude  that,  by  thefe 

inftructive 
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inftruftivc  leflbns  of  mortality,  the  divine  inten- 
tion is  to  refine  and  purify,  and  to  fhew  all  who 
behold  them  the  neceffity,  the  great  necefiity,  of 
having  our  minds  centred  where  fluctuating  things 
can  never  come.  This  was,  beyond  a  doubt,  the 
happy  fituation  that  her  mind  was  in  fometime 
before  her  departure  ;  for  about  a  week  before 
her  death,  (he  told  her  hufband,  "  that  her 
mind  was  fteadily  fixed  upon  the  joys  to  come  •," 
and  added,  "  I  am  fenfible  I  mall  not  recover  \ 
and  I  have  now  been  where  they  were  finging 
Hallelujah's  to  the  Higheft,  and  it  was  pleafant 
in  my  ears.  I  have  feen  the  beautiful  fituation 
of  the  inhabitants  of  the  new  Jerufalem  :"  v 
many  fimilar  expreffions,  which  I  have  hardly 
cither  leifure  or  room  to  infert  ;  but  the  foregoing 
will  give  thee  an  idea  of  the  comfortable  fbate  her 
mind  was  in,  which  fhe  appeared  to  prefcrve  to 
the  laft. 

The  two  following  pieces  of  religious  poetry  ap- 
pear  to   have    been    compofed,   the    firft,    in    the 

r  1  "78,  foon  after  her  return  from  a  vifit  to 
ibme  f  her  friends,  and  the  latter,  ibme  ccnfi- 
derabie  time  afterwards  ;  and  as  they  are  folemo 
and  inftructive  lines,  and  defcribe  the  pious  and 
exercifed  frame  of  her  fpirit,  they  claim  a  place 
in  this  collection.  Though  ihe  poflefled  a  consi- 
derable talent  for  this  fort  of  coinpoiltion,  yet  flic 
cultivated  it  but  little,  and  very  rarely  indulged 
herfelf  therein  ;  this  may  have  proceeded  from  an 
ipprehenfion,  that  it  too  often  tends  to  draw  out, 
and  habituate  the  mind  to  a   difplay  of  unf 

;     a    too    high    colouring,    if    not    a    f 

N    2  rcprefentation, 
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reprefentation,  of  things  ;  and  a  decoration  of  lan- 
guage inconfiftent  with  the  fimplicity  of  truth.  It 
is,  indeed,  a  talent  which,  in  its  exercife,  requires 
very  great  circumfpection  ;  and,  in  the  reading  to 
which  it  leads,  a  religious  guard  and  limitation. 


Though  clothed  now  with  eafe,   tho'    the  pure 
ftream 
Of  focial  converfe  and   congenial  love 
Now  offers  me  its  balm,  yet  doth  my  foul, 
In  retrofpect,  far  other  fcenes  furvey, 
Far  other  fources  for  energic  pow'rs. 
How  can  my  pen  pourtray  the  deep  diftrefs, 
How  paint  the  anguifh  of  a  heart  that  bled, 
Or  how  defcribe  the  current  as  it  flow'd 
From  forrow's  briny  deeps  !    It  fails  ;   and  loft 
In  recollection's  maze,   the  mind  that  felt, 
Can  only  now  explore  the  ambient  main, 
Which,  with  impet'ous  hafte,  my  little  bark 
G'erflow'd,  and  feem'd  to  fink  it  in  th'  abyfs. 
But  fay,  why  funk  it  not  ?   by  what  kind  hand 
Was  it  fuftahrd  ?   or  why  was  it  not  driv'n 
Againft  that  rock,   on  which  fo  many  fplit, 
And  pour  their  mournful  accents  to  the  waves  ? 
Twas  not  thyfelf  that  did  fupport ;   'twas  not 
Thy  ftrength  bore  up  :   thou  canft  not  thus  convert 
Th'  o'erwhelming  furge  of  mourning  into  joy. 
Then  who  ?    that  great  I  AM,  that  Majefty 
Who  made  the  bufh  his  temple,  and  whofe  flames 
Confum'd  it  not  ;   who  breaketh  by  his  word, 
And  with  confolatory  bands  binds  up  ; 
Did  he  not  condelcend  to  intervene  ? 

Did 
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Did  he  not  fay  ?   "  be  ftill,  it  is  enough," 

Yea,  with  companionate  regard,  pour'd  in 

The  wine  and  oil.      Forget  it  not,  my  foul ! 

Nor  feek  a  greater  joy  :  yet  patient  be 

In  fuffering  ;   in  feafons  of  diftrefs, 

When  nature  pours  her  bitters  in  thy  heart, 

When  heav'n  feems  brafs,  and  earth  with  iron  bars 

Doth  hold  its  cheering  goodlincfs  from  thee  ; 

Then  with  a  calm  refigned  mind  give  up, 

Freely  furrender  all  thou  calleft  thine  ; 

No  longer  reft  on  Jordan's  banks,  but  with 

Stability  ftep  in,  and  learn  to  know 

That  ftones  there  are  which  for  memorials  ferve  j 

Then  bring  them  up  from  thence,  as  proofs  where 

thou 
Haft  been,  and  therewith  raife  thine  Ebenezer. 
But  ah  !    how  thoughtlefs  in  this  profp'rous  ftate> 
Which  now  I  view,  but  not  with  equal  eye  ; 
Yet  humbled  in  the  duft,  implore  thy  aid, 
Thy  care,  thou  benefactor  kind  !    or  how 
Can  I,  amidft  each  fmiling  fcene,  felect 
And  cull  the  chiefeft  and  the  beft  of  all 
That's  offered  ?   How  render  thee  thy  due 
For  benefits,  *  thy  mercy  and  thy  truth  ? 
Through  ev'ry  difpenfation  of  thy  love, 
Through  ev'ry  min'ftration  of  thy  judgments, 
Grant,  ah  !  grant,  a  felf-abafed  fpirit  ; 
That  fo,  thy  great  fupreme  commands,  thy  will 
May  be  obey'd,  and  mine  as  clay  be  form'd. 

And  ye,  my  friends  !   who  lately  were  and  arc 
The  fweet  endear'd  companions  of  my  life, 
Ah  !    may  we  long  each  others  bleffings  fhare  ; 
Soften  each  forrow,  intermix  each  joy, 

N  3  With 
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With  unity  of  fpirit  foar  above 

Thefe  tranfitory  things,  and  as  we  rife, 

Together  drink  the  well  refined  wine  » 

And  in  that  pure  and  purifying   ftream, 

Which  from  the  throne  of  the  moft  High  procecds> 

Witnefs  our  minds  repeatedly  baptiz'd. 

foul  afcends  in  humble  flight 
Above  thefe  tranfient  woes, 
And  fill'd  with  fongs  as  in  the  nighty 
She  to  the  mountain  goes 

With  harp  and  pipe,  to  celebrate 

The  praife  of  Zion's  King, 
And  with  a  weaned  mind  proftrate, 

An  humble  off'ring  bring. 

Prepare  the  off'ring,   facred  flame, 

And   confecrate  my  ground, 
That,  by  the  virtue  of  thy  name, 

Acceptance  may  be  found. 

Thy  gracious  majefty  that  deigns 

The  contrite  foul  to  hear, 
Thy  wifdom  that  forever  reigns, 

Bid  humbled  minds  draw  near. 

Shall  I  repine  then  to  prefent 

The  off'ring  of  my  will, 
Shall  I  ungratefully  confent 

Th'  immortal  birth  to  kill  I 

Forbid 
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Forbid  it  Lord  !    and  aid  my  foul 

The  conflicts  to  endure, 
Which,  thro'  thy  merciful  control, 

Make   all  things  new  and  pure. 

O  grant   thy  ail-fuftaining  arm 

My  drooping  mind  to  bear, 
And  with  thy  confolations  warm 

Preferve  me  from   defpair. 

Thou  know'ft  the  tribulated  path, 

Which  leads  from  death  to  life, 
Thou  know'ft  the  baneful  dragon's  wrath, 

His  enmity  and  ftrife. 

Thy   light  and   truth,   moft  gracious  God, 

Withhold   not  from   my   foul  5 
Nor  yet  thy  wife  chaftifing   rod. 

Nor  David's  wafhing  pool. 

In  faith  and  patience,  centre  deep 

The  my'fteries  thou  reveals  ; 
And,  with  an  everlafting  flcep, 

And  thy  immortal  feals, 

Envelope  each  unworthy  view  ; 

That  fanctified  aright, 
Thy  glorious  caufe  I  may  purfue, 

And  witnefs  to  the  light. 

Thus  thro*  the  few  fucceeding  ftei)> 

Appointed  me  to  run, 
Thy  honour  may  be  all  in  all, 

Thy  praife  alone  be  fling* 
N   4 
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i  ft  month  1779 — The  re-eftablifhment  of  our 
own,  or  our  friends  health,  from  the  verge  of 
that  eternity  to  which  we  are  haftening,  ought  to 
excite  deep  gratitude  of  mind,  and  lead  to  a  ftill 
greater  degree  of  obedience  and  preparation  for 
the  final  call.  The  feafons  which  I  paffed,  and  the 
meditations  with  which  my  mind  was  fupported, 
when  watching  over  my  departing  friends,  are,  I 
think  I  may  fay,  continually  before  mc.  How  low 
and  how  grovelling  appeared  every  mundane  thing ! 
How  infignificant  the  moft  defirable  connections  in 
life,  when  compared  with  that  certain  portion  of 
happinefs,  that  unbounded  fphere  of  felicity,  which 
is  referved  for  the  pure  in  heart  !  even  the  ftrong 
ties  of  friendfhip  and  love  were  fubfervient  to  thefe 
feelings  •>  infomuch  that  I  have  queried,  when  re- 
flecting how  thefe  fetters  to  our  diflblution  were 
removed,  whilft  thofe  important  profpects  were  be- 
fore me,  "  what  ailed  thee,  oh  thou  fea,  that  thou 
fleddeft,  thou  Jordan,  that  thou  waft  driven  back, 
ye  mountains,  that  ye  Ikipped  like  rams,  and  ye 
little  hills,  like  lambs  !"  But  alas !  this  lafted  not 
long  ;  for  when  the  folemn,  awful  mefTenger  had 
proclaimed  liberty  to  a  captive  fpirit,  and  translated 
it  to  where  mine  could  not  afcend,  then  arofe  every 
natural  emotion,  and  inftrudled  me,  that  in  a  conti- 
nual warfare  confifted  my  peace.  But  what  can  I 
now  fay?  for  on  thefe  things,  as  on  the  manna  that 
was  gathered  yefterday,  am  I  too  apt  to  live,  with- 
out enough  feeking  the  frefh  defcendings  of  celefti- 
al  food,  and  patiently  fubmitting  to  that  creative 
power,  which  would  form  us  into  the  ftate  of  a 
little  child.  The  aptitude  of  my  difpoiition  to 
rife  above  the  humbling  principle  of  truth,  and 

form 
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form  to  myfelf  a  likenefs  which  may  be  compared 
to  a  marble  ftatue,  or  an  image  of  fubftantial  good, 
often  leads  my  mind  into  deep  lamentation  and 
mourning  ;  with  a  painful  fear,  that  I  fhall  never 
be  intitled  to  the  handing  forth  of  the  royal  fcep- 
ter,  the  mark  of  divine  approbation  ;  but  to  that 
fentence  of  depart,  and  being  fet  as  on  the  left 
hand:  yet  when  we  furvey  thefe  fleeting  moments, 
or  rather  look  over  them  to  the  endlefs  ages  that 
cnfue,  we  cannot  but  conclude,  that  nothing  fhort 
of  a  ftate  of  infatuation  would  lead  us  to  exchange, 
or  even  rifque  our  everlafting  well-being,  for  the. 
very  befi:  things  of  this  world. 

4th  month  1779 — Alas  !  how  is  a  large  degree 
of  truth,  inward  excellence,  and  whatever  confti- 
tutes  true  lovelinefs,  removed  !  how  is  the  beauty 
fallen  !  Affecting  inftance  to  us  her  friends  ;  buc 
to  that  immortal  fpirit  in  her  which  has  long,  in 
profpect  of  a  future  glorious  admiffion  into  the 
celeitial  regions  of  light,  been  willing  to  defcend 
into  the  deeps,  and  there  behold  the  marvellous 
works  of  Him  whom  fhe  ferved,  it  is  a  happy  lot. 
Though  fhe  fufrered  much,  though  forrow  came 
in  the  night,  in  the  clofe  of  a  world  wherein  fhe 
had  many  troubles,  yet  joy  has,  I  doubt  not,  fprung 
in  the  morning,,  in  the  opening  of  an  endlefs  day. 
How  juftly  may  we  rejoice  on  her  account,  who 
was  counted  worthy  of  fo  early  an  entrance  to 
where  the  aged  can  but  hope  to  be,  and  v 
work  is  done:  a  circumfcance  which  the  imp... 
mind,  I  believe,  often  wifnes  for.  A  lamentation 
for  thofe  who  knew  her  worth,  and  who  hoped 
for  a  future  uniting  with  her  in  the  covenant  of 
life,    and   of    that  wifdom   which   is   from    ... 
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may,  with  unfeigned  propriety,   be  adopted.      For 
my  own  part,    all  that   was   within  me,   (when   I 
found    what    thy   intelligence   was)   feemed   ftruck 
with  amazement,  and  was  loft  for  a  time  in  reflec- 
tion on  her  great  and  awful  change  ;     but  when  I 
recollected  rnyfelf,  that  me  was  forever  removed  ; 
and  that,  through  the  intricacies  of  life,  I  was  left 
to   move  without  her  friendly  affiftances,   and  fel- 
low-feeling mind,  a  deep  fenfe  of  mourning  cnfued ; 
for  from  fo  fhort,    and  even  from   a  long   inter- 
eourfe,  I  think  I  never  reaped  fo  much  folid  benefit 
with  any.      And  alas  !      fhort  lighted  as  I  was,  I 
imagined  it  an  earneft  of  fome  future  fellowfhip  in 
this  life  ;     and  that  through  the  various  trials  that 
attended  it,  a  providential  help  might  be  difpenfed 
us  through  each  other.      But  now,   I  find  it  was 
the  fulnefs  allotted  us,  and  that,  like  Jonah's  gourd, 
it  fprung  to  me  in  a  night,   and  has   withered  be- 
fore the  brightnefs  of  the  day;   withered  in  a  time 
wherein  my  weaknefs  leads  me  too  much  to  lean 
on  fuch  helps.      But  this  flicck  relaxes  the  defire> 
and  points  to  the  ftrong   tower,   the  refuge  of  the 
righteous,  where  alone   is   true  fafety ;     and     oh  ! 
may  we  flee  thither,  for  the  habitation  is  quiet  and 
fure.      I   very  much  fympathize   with  you  in  the 
prefent  trial,    the  lofs   of  fo  near  and  valuable  *a 
friend.      Your    attachment  I  believe   was    ftrong, 
and  the  feparation  hard  ;     but   how  much  more 
profitable,   if,   inftead  of  an  unavailing  forrow,  we 
confider  the  church's  lofs;     that  one  who  filled  an 
ufeful  fphere   is   removed,   and  confequently,   that 
that  fhare  is  left  to  devolve  upon  the  fhoulders   of 
fome ;   I  fay,  if  we  confider  and  look  fufficiently  at 
this,    being  willing  to  ftep,    if  required,   into  her 
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path,  (which  I  know  was  fecretly  exercifed,  not 
only  for  herfelf,  but  for  the  profperity  of  the  great 
and  noble  caufe,)  and  thereby  redeem  the  lofs,  how 
acceptable  muft  that  tribute  be,  in  the  fight  of  Hiin 
who  fees  not  as  man  fees ;  and,  if  it  fpring  from  a 
heart  devoted  to  the  work  rather  than  the  reward, 
how  truly  profitable  to  ourfelves  !  The  end  of  the 
righteous  is  defirable,  in  whatever  ftage  of  life  it 
arrives ;  but  for  my  own  part,  if  I  could  hope 
mine  would  be  fuch,  I  own  I  cannot  help  feeling 
a  wifh,  that  its  approach  might  be  in  the  early  or 
middle  part:  in  what  the  defire  originates,  I  can- 
not pretend  to  fay,  but  it  is,  perhaps,  in  fome  un- 
juftiflable  part  of  felf-love. 

6th  month  1779 — How  acceptable  was  thy  ac- 
count of  the  latter,  and  laft  end  of  our  beloved 
friend  !  My  mind  often  recurs  to  it  for  hope,  and 
for  ftrength  to  perfevere  and  to  obtain  ;  but  there 
appears  fo  much  to  conftitute  our  claim  to  the 
peaceful  abode,  into  which  the  righteous  only  can 
enter,  that  my  mind  enjoys  but  a  fmall  portion  of 
faith  to  believe  it  will  ever  reach  its  confines ; 
yet  I  am  fometimes  led  to  confider,  whether  our 
refearches  after  happinefs,  are  not  too  much  ac- 
tuated by  principles  of  felf-love  ;  and  whether  it 
is  confident  with  the  benevolence  which  the  gof- 
pel  inculcates,  th^t  in  all  our  concerns,  and  the 
exercife  of  our  greateft  virtues,  we  lhould  be  con- 
tinually inquiring  after  the  reward:  does  it  not, 
my  friend,  (for  I  really  do  not  know)  indicate  a 
littlenefs  of  mind,  and  a  want  of  confidence  in  Him 
who   is,    "  juft   and  equal  in  all  his  v.  for  in 

our  works   there  is   no  merit  to  the  creature 
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we  truft  not,  where  is  our  faith  ?  if  we  perfevere 
not,  where  is  our  patience  ?  and  if  in  this  life,  wc 
partake  of  the  fulnefs  of  that  joy  which  is  fown  for 
the  upright,  where  is  the  glorious  referve  for  futuri- 
ty ?  Should  we  not  then,  if  our  minds  were  clothed 
with  the  nobility  of  the  ipirit  in  which  we  believe, 
refign  ail  things  ?  and  being  humble,  fuffer  all 
things  ?  and  do  all  things  in  pure  love,  exclufivc 
of  any  felfiih  view  ? 

In  your  county  as  well  as  ours,  there  are  a 
few  who  have  not  bowed  the  knee,  nor  facriflced 
to  the  workmanfhip  of  men's  hands,  yet  the  gene- 
ral depravity  does  fo  often  obftruct  the  current  of 
life,  and  thereby  ft  agger  the  feeble  mind,  that  I 
believe  you  often  experience,  a  feeking  water  and 
rinding  none ;  but  fear  not,  for  He  in  whom  is 
the  fulnefs  of  ftrength,   is  your  refuge. 

8th  month  1779 — Though  I  am  firm  in  the 
belief,  that  if  we  experience  the  work  of  true  re- 
generation, all  our  attachments  muft  be  tried  in  a 
furnace,  which  the  natural  underftanding  cannot 
of  itlelf  comprehend,  and  that  the  precious  muft 
be  feparated  from  the  vile,  by  the  myfterious  ope- 
rations of  the  divine  hand  •,  yet  I  do  alfo  hope, 
that  ours  will  be  permitted  to  ftand,  and  that,  if 
we  live  to  furvive  the  ftrength  of  that  youthful 
ardour  with  which  our  prefent'union  is  heighten- 
ed, there  will  be  enjoyed  a  fellowfhip,  better  and 
more  pure  than  any  we  have  yet  experienced, 
and  againft  which,  all  the  fiery  darts  of  the  ene- 
my will  never  be  able  to  prevail.  This,  and  fimi- 
lar  to  this,   is,    next  to  the  immediate  influence 
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of  the  divine  prefence,  what  I  ftrongly  covet  to 
partake  of,  in  this  viciflitude  and  vale  of  tears  ; 
wherein  a  cup  is  fometimes  handed,  which  is  fo 
repugnant  to  our  nature,  that  we  cannot  help  en- 
treating, let  it,  I  pray  thee,  pafs  from  me.  But 
oh  !  that  we  may  be  found  worthy  to  enjoy  the 
celeftial  bleffings  difpenfed  to  the  faithful,  by  obe- 
dience to  that  power,  which  in  all  its  workings, 
tends  to  crucify  felf,  and  prepare  the  mind  to  adopt 
that  refined  language  of,  M  not  my  will,  but  thine 
be  done."  The  more  a  mind  poiTefTes  of  that 
wiidom  and  nature,  which  a£l  in  oppofition  to 
the  true  fimplicity  of  a  little  child,  the  greater 
muft  be  the  exercife  •,  and  if  it  has  long  refufed 
the  clear  manifeftations  of  duty,  it  is  no  wonder 
if  a  feaibn  of  painful  uncertainty  enfues. 

9th  month  1779 — Art  thou  in  health?  art 
thou  ftrong  in  Him  who  goeth  before  thee,  and 
who  hath  promifed  that  His  glory  fhall  be  the 
rere-ward  of  the  number  that  deal  prudently,  and 
go  not  by  flight?  Ifaiah  lii.  12,  13.  How  fafe 
do  the  fteps  of  fuch  appear,  who  have  this  glory 
for  a  light  to  their  feet,  and  the  divinely  illumi- 
nated lamp  to  attend  their  path  !  It  is  no  wonder 
that  a  way  fhould  often  open,  where  the  human 
underftanding  (which  is  dark  and  comprehends  not 
the  things  of  the  fpirit)  can  lee  no  way  ;  and  that 
every  neceflary  refreshment  fhould  be  inter fperfed 
therein.  I  fometimes  think  it  is  a  favour,  that 
an  eye  is  opened  into  this  path,  and  that  though 
the  advancement  in  it  is  fmall,  if  there  be  any, 
yet  thus  feeing,  and  pr  erring  forward,  we  may 
obtain.     I  hops  thou  art  treading  this  lure  ground, 

and 
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and  that  thy  memorials,  which  are  brought  from 
the  bottom  of  the  purifying  waters  of  Jordan, 
are  not  hid  ;  or  if  they  be,  that  it  is  only  for 
their  refinement.  But  perhaps  they  are  like  the 
fling  flones  which  David  had  ready  in  his  bag, 
until  the  appointed  time  of  meeting  the  defier  of 
Ifrael  was  come,  and  are  to  be  alike  powerful  in 
prevailing  againft  the  enemies  of  the  poor,  and 
the  afflicted  people,  which  may  be  fpared  in  the 
day  of  general  calamity.  But  be  this  as  it  may, 
obedience  is  ftill  to  be  attended  to,  and  the  pro- 
phet's advice  remembered,  of  not  feeking  to  our- 
felves  great  things,  but  to  be  content  with  every 
difpenfation,  whether  of  want  or  of  plenty.  When, 
this  fituation  is  in  any  degree  attained,  how  thank- 
ful do  we  feel  for  even  a  fmall  appearance  of 
good  -9  for  if  the  divine  prefence  is  no  more  be- 
held, than  by  the  putting  forth  of  His  hand 
through  the  hole  of  the  door,  it  ftill  fuftains  and. 
refrefhes,   and  ferves  as  food  for  many  days. 

ioth  month   1779 — Poor I  feel  for  her 

frequently,  and  have  often  thought  of  writing  to 
her ;  but  it  has  as  often  occurred,  that  except  the 
great  Shepherd  of  Ifrael  affift  her,  whence  fliali 
another  do  it  ?  As  his  voice,  his  crook,  and  his  pro- 
tection, are  undoubtedly  offered,  it  is  furely  weak 
to  fuppofe  that  the  language  of  the  creature  can 
equal  the  voice  of  this  Charmer ;  if  indeed  it  do 
not  derogate,  (as  I  am  inclined  to  think  it  does) 
from  the  omnipotence  and  wifdom  of  our  holy 
head  :  and  I  fometimes  think,  that  nothing  more 
proves  the  deep  rooted  depravity  of  the  human 
jnind,  even  when   meafurably  illumined  with  the 
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brightncfs  and  glory  of  the  eternal  excellency,  than 
looking  at  the  members  for  help,  and  craving  it 
from  that  often  poor,  benumbed  quarter,  when, 
at  the  fame  time,  it  might  be  faid,  "  you  have  an 
unction  from  the  holy  one,  and  you  know  thefe 
things." 

ift  month  1780 — There  appears  to  me,  no  joy 
like  the  joy  of  the  righteous,  nor  any  unity  like 
theirs;  and  next  to  the  immediate  influences  of  the 
divine  Spirit,  it  is  to  me  defirable.  But  obedience 
being  the  terms  of  this  great  and  valuable  pof- 
feffion,  what  numbers,  for  want  of  this,  are  de- 
prived of  it  !  Yet  he  who  is  infinite  in  condefcen- 
fion,  and  whofe  love  is  unutterable,  deigns  to  re- 
ward for  every  little  fervice,  and  grants,  at  times, 
a  facred  view  of  the  myftery  of  his  own  church, 
and  his  marvellous  work  therein.  My  friend  is,  I 
doubt  not,  well  inftructed  in  thefe  things,  and 
though  I  alfo  believe  it  is  a  time  of  fuffering  like 
Jacob's,  when  the  fun  confumed  by  day,  and  the 
froft  by  night,  yet  He  who  knows  our  neceffary 
refinements,  is  able  to  limit  the  waters,  that  they 
do  not  overflow  us,  and,  in  his  own  time,  will  fay 
to  the  operation  of  the  furnace,  "  it  is  enough." 
Until  then,  I  truft  deep  will  "  utter  unto  deep," 
and  with  an  increafe  of  fuffering,  we  fhali  ex- 
perience an  increafe  of  holy  fellowship. 

3d  month  1780 — My  dear  friend's  letter  was  too 
acceptable  to  lie  long  unacknowledged  j  becauf.:  it 
revived  in  the  breaft  of  her  friend  all  the  cordiality 
of  an  union  and  fellow-feeling,  which  1  truft  do 
not  originate  in  the  part  appointed  for  destruction  ; 
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but  are  rather  the  offspring  of  minds  engaged, 
(though  feebly)  to  travail  on  as  in  great  \teaknefs 
and  fear,  and  fometimes  having  no  language  to  ex- 
prefs,  either  to  the  Fountain  of  good,  or  to  one 
another,  but  "  fighs  unutterable."  How  infinite  is 
the  condefcenfion  of  that  precious  influence,  which 
helpeth  thefe  our  infirmities,  and  is  touched  with  & 
feeling  of  them  •,  aiding  the  mind,  with  a  degree 
of  holy  confidence,  after  all  its  apparent  exclufions 
from  the  participation  of  divine  good,  once  more 
to  look  towards  his  holy  habitation.  And  as  it  is 
through  fufferings  that  our  natures  are  refined  and 
fanclified,  they  muft  not  be  of  our  own  choofing, 
becaufe  the  fuffering  might  then,  in  a  great  mea- 
fure,  ceafe,  and  that  neceiTary  heat  which  attends- 
the  furnace  of  affliction,  and  which  purifies  the 
mineral,  get  quenched ;  for  fo  depraved  are  our 
ideas  of  things,  that  I  have  thought,  and  in  fome 
meafure  felt,  that  even  in  our  baptifms  of  fpirit, 
we  would  wifh  to  have  a  choice  ;  fo  active  is  felf, 
that  it  cannot  be  fatisfied  without  a  fphere  to  move 
in.  Think  not,  my  beloved  friend,  that  I  conii- 
der  this  as  a  peculiar  propenfity  of  thine  :  for  it 
rather  occurred  as  a  degree  of  painful  experience. 
I  have  often  viewed  your  fituation,  (and  particu- 
larly fince  the  receipt  of  thine  this  morning)  as 
almoft  too  trying  for  flefh  and  blood,  but  He  who 
placeth  the  members  of  his  church,  and  appoints 
them  their  lots,  does  not  leave  their  fupports  to 
flow  through  thefe  corrupt  fources  ;  but  marketh 
their  fteps,  and,  perhaps  quite  hiddenly,  confirms 
the  feeble  knees,  and  leadeth  them  in  a  way  they 
know  not.  My  mind  is  frequently  too  much  de- 
prefied,  and  fometimes   toiTed  with  tempefts,  to 
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admit  a  confolatory  fentiment,  much  lefs  to  offer 
my  friend  the  language  of  encouragement ;  never- 
thelefs  I  cannot  help  expreffing  my  firm  belief, 
that  all  your  troubles  will  work  together  for  good, 
and  that  the  deeper  they  are,  the  greater  will  be 
the  preparation  for  a  glorious  reward  in  the  houfe 
of  the  one  Father,  with  whom  a  book  of  remem- 
brance is  written. 

4th  month  1780 — I    want  to  hear  how  you  feel 
yourfelves  at  your  new   habitation,   and  whether  it 

proves  a  Gofhen  to ,   whofe  mind  has  often 

felt  to  me  to  be  fecretly  clad  with  fackcloth,  even 
when  perhaps  obeying  the  command,  "  to  waih 
and  to  anoint,  rather  than  appear  to  men  as  if  fail- 
ing :"  and  as  this  is  a  fituation  neceflary  for  us,  its 
continuance  adminifters  no  caufe  of  difcontent,  if 
we  have  but  an  evidence  that  we  have  not  ftepped 
out  of  the  holy  inclofure  -,  finding  the  fence  of  di- 
vine appointment  to  be  about  us,  no  matter  what 
wc  fuffer.  It  is  not  for  our  rejoicings,  and  what 
feels  comfortable  to  ourfelves,  that  we  can  expect 
a  reward  ;  but  rather  for  our  trials  and  probations, 
if  we  endure  them  with  patience  ;  and  even  for 
thefe  we  have  no  reafon  to  expect  a  full  reward  •, 
for  if  that  were  the  cafe,  where  would  be  the  re- 
ferve  for  the  fruition  of  joy  in  the  life  to  come  ? 
Neverthelefs,  we  do  fometimes  get  favoured,  in 
our  wildernefs  journey,  with  a  little  bread  handed 
in  fecret,  and  with  an  opening  of  the  brook  by 
the  way  ;  and  the  remembrance  of  our  partaking 
of  this  together,  refreihes  and  ftrengthens  in  fome 
gloomy  feafons.  I  have  often  reafon  to  number 
your  friendly  regard  to  me   among  the  bleffings  of 

my 
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my  life,  and  I  fometimes  think,  in  the  feeling  of 
a  nearnefs  I  cannot  defcribe,  that  my  affection  to 
you  is  not  lefs  than  filial.  May  I  be  preferved  wor- 
thy this  fellowfhip,  and,  by  an  increafe  of  purity, 
find  an  increafe  of  that  union  of  fpirit  which  lives 
beyond  the  grave  !  I  think  nothing  has  more  con- 
duced to  my  confidence  in,  and  fellow-feeling  with 
you,  than  the  belief  that  your  reproof  and  plain 
dealing  would  be  as  readily  adminiftered  to  me, 
as  your  encouragement  :  and  I  befeech  you,  never 
loofe  fight  of  this  opennefs,  for  I  am  furely  one  of 
the  weakeft  and  moft  frail  of  the  whole  flock  and  fa- 
mily, if  I  am  worthy  to  be  included  in  the  number : 
and  yet  if  I  know  my  own  heart,  it  is  not  myfelf, 
but  the  caufe  which  I  have  in  view  ;  and  I  wifh  for 
ftill  more  of  that  difpofition  which  can  enable  us  to 
fay,  "  let  the  righteous  finite  me,  and  it  (hall  be 
a  kindnefs  •,  let  him  reprove  me,  and  it  fhall  be  an 
excellent  oil." 

5th  month  1780. — How  truly  valuable  is  this 
precious  unity  which,  like  the  oil  that  was  poured 
upon  the  head  of  Aaron,  remains  to  anoint  the 
very  fkirts  of  the  garments  of  thofe  who  have  ob- 
tained the  mark  of  difciplefhip,  to  love  one  ano- 
ther !  In  the  renewal  of  it,  I  feel  greater  confola- 
tion  than  is  ufually  beftowed  upon  me  from  caufes 
of  this  kind,  becaufe  there  are  few  indeed  with 
whom  I  find  myfelf  nearly  united,  or  whofe  regard 
affords  me  relief  in  the  time  of  want,  although  I 
know  them  to  be  far  fuperior  to  myfelf*,  infomuch 
that  I  conclude  the  command  is  certainly  to  me, 
"  falute  no  one  by  the  way."  But  glad  I  am  that 
there  is  an  exception  to  this,  and  that  I  hope  I  can 

in 
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in  the  right  line  falute  my  friend  by  the  way,  and 
vilit  him  in  the  wildernefs,  where  all  who  are  united 
to  the  true  church  muft  chiefly  dwell,  and  wait  for 
its  redemption :  and  if  this  is  not  found  in  our 
time,  we  have  yet  reafon  to  hope,  that  having  par- 
taken in  fome  meafure  of  its  futferings,  whether 
principally  for  ourfelves  as  members,  or  for  the 
whole  body,  this  offering  will  be  acceptable  to  the 
Searcher  of  hearts  -,  and,  then  if  in  His  wifdom 
fome  of  our  days  mould  prove  to  be  few  and  full 
of  forrow,  may  we  not  look  towards  the  morning 
of  a  better  day,  and  an  inheritance  in  that  coun- 
try whofe  inhabitants  never  fay,  they  are  lick ! 
Were  it  not,  now  and  then,  for  a  little  of  this 
hope  which  lives  within  the  vail,  I  know  not  how 
things  would  be  got  through  ;  fo  felfifh  am  I  that 
I  fear  the  reward  is  too  much  an  object,  and  not 
that  perfect  love  which  cafteth  out  fear,  and  is 
ready  to  obey  and  fuffer  all  things  for  the  work's 
fake. 

9th  month  1780 — I  have  felt  a  more  than  ufual 
impulfe  to  falute  thee,  my  much  beloved  friend, 
and,  according  to  my  little  ability,  to  ftrengthen 
thee  in  repeating  the  efforts  which  I  truft  thou  art, 
at  times,  concerned  to  ufe  for  thy  own  everlafting 
welfare,  by  turning  a  deaf  ear  to  the  fubtil  infinua- 
tions  of  the  adverfary,  who  is  evidently  feek- 
ing  thy  deftruction.  I  am  well  convinced  that 
no  language  I  can  ufe,  except  it  be  bleffed  with 
the  efficacy,  as  well  as  appearance,  of  indifputable 
truth,  will  ever  be  acceptable  to  thee,  or  prove  pro- 
fitable j  and  it  is,  I  may  truly  fay,  at  this  time  par- 
ticularly,    the  fervent  engagement  of    my  mind, 

that 
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that  thou  mayeft  come  to  a  fettlement  in  that  power 
which  is  unchangeable,  and  which  would,  if  thy 
anxieties  and  deftru&ive  heat  of  fpirit  were  more 
damped,  inftrutt  thee  ftill  further  in  the  myftery  of 
thyfelf,  and  that  of  godlinefs  which  is  profitable  for 
thee.  With  what  manner  of  love  hath  the  Father 
loved  thee  ?  hath  often  in  effedt  been  the  query  and 
exclamation  of  my  mind,  when  the  wonders  of  thy 
deliverance  from  Egyptian  bondage  have  occurred, 
with  an  evidence  of  the  Hand  that  wrought  them, 
and  of  that  mighty  power  which  hath  caufed  the 
bufh  to  burn  before  thee,  and  convinced  thee  that 
the  ground  whereon  thou  flood  was  holy.  As  fure 
as  ever  he  was  with  lfrael,  and  with  Mofes  their 
leader,  he  is  with  thee  ;  and  thy  truft  in  him, 
and  feeking  for  a  paffive  ftate  of  mind  in  that 
wildernefs  travel  which  may  be  afligned,  will,  I 
believe,  effedl  thy  arrival  at  the  Land  of  Promife. 
But  think  not,  my  beloved  friend,  when  there  is 
a  want  of  water,  and  of  that  refrefhment  which  the 
unmortified  will  is  eagerly  thirfting  after,  to  ufe  the 
means  whereby  the  meeknefs  of  Mofes  was  over- 
come, to  ftrike  the  rock,  and  thereby  offend  that 
holy  providential  care,  which  will  never  have  the« 
to  fuffer  for  want  of  true  knowledge,  but  will  be 
found  to  provide  thee  with  food  in  due  feafon  ; 
and  though  it  may  not  always  be  pleafant,  but,  at 
times,  may  refemble  Mara's  waters  for  bitternefs, 
yet  the  fpiritual  Canaan  being  in  view,  and  not  ex- 
pected on  this  iide  Jordan,  the  river  of  true  judg- 
ment, it  will  animate  to  ftill  greater  degrees  of 
virtue,  fuch  as  patience,  fortitude,  and  ftrength,  in 
this  holy  travail.  Under  a  renewed  belief  that  thou 
art  in  the  place  allotted  by  divine  wifdom,  I  feel 

an 
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an  earneft  folicitude,  that  thou  mayeft  be  ftrength- 
cned  to  difcharge  thy  duty  in  every  good  word  and 
work ;  and  that  He  who  hath  plucked  thy  feet 
out  of  much  mire  and  clay,  may  not  only  fet  thee 
upon  the  immovable  Rock,  and  eftablifh  thy 
goings,  but,  in  His  own  time,  put  fuch  a  fong  of 
deliverance  into  thy  mouth,  as  will  laft  to  all 
eternity.  It  is,  my  dear  friend,  with  a  love  which 
I  truft  is  more  than  natural,  that  I  re-falute  thee, 
and  bid  thee  be  of  good  cheer,  and  labour  to 
detect  every  delufion,  for  truly  there  is  light  enough 
for  it. 

10th  month  1780—  Animated  with  the  efrufions 
of  much  love  and  near  fellowfhip,  I  have  many 
times  fecretly  faluted  you  fince  my  abrupt  depar- 
ture from ;   where  I  was  thankful  to  feel,  after 

a  long  faft  from  fenfible  enjoyments,  either  religi- 
ous or  focial,  that  there  is  yet  an  union  to  be 
attained  with  the  fpirit  of  pure  love,  and  that  we 
can  in  a  ftate  of  mutability,  in  proportion  to  our 
faithfulnefs,  partake  together  of  its  binding  influ- 
ence. A  revival  of  this  fenfe,  I  was  and  am,  I 
hope  grateful  for,  and  glad  to  find  a  fimilar  fenti- 
ment  in  my  companion.  I  neither  received,  nor 
expected  any  great  peace  and  reward  for  the  offer- 
ing of  paying  you  a  vifit,  which  was  not  completely 
of  the  free-will  fort  ;  but  thus  much  I  may  fay, 
that  a  degree  of  comfortable  ferenity  attended   my 

returning   mind. My    throwing    myfelf  in   the 

way  of  meetings,  in  which  my  attendance  has  not 

!"cd  to  be  in  the  movings  of  light,   is  not,   in 

my  idea,  without  danger  :   for  if  we  depend,  though 

in    ever   {o   (mall  a   matter  upon   a   putting  forth 

which 
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which  has  not  a  little  clearnefs  for  its  evidence,  we 
may  likewife  conclude  it  to  be  equally  fafe  to  offer 
our  fervice  from  as  doubtful  an  impulfe  ;  and  thus, 
I  am  apprehenfive,  a  clouded  {late  may  enfue.  And 
having  been  accuftomed  to  adopt  things  through 
perhaps  a  willingnefs  to  do  good,  which  have  not 
borne  the  royal  impreffion,  our  diftinguifhing  feel- 
ings may  gradually  become  fo  weakened,  that  the 
pure  unmixed  word  may  get  fullied,  and  the  pow- 
erful demonftration  thereof  decreafe.  This  is  a 
fentiment  which  I  offer  by  way  of  apology  for 
myfelf  j  and  yet  I  would  not  have  my  friends  to 
conclude,  that  I  believe  great  openings  are  to  be 
looked  for,  in  every  little  fervice.  If  the  token 
of  rain  be  ever  fo  fmall,  yet  if  it  be  fo  fure  as  to 
bear  the  comparifon  of  the  cloud  of  the  fize  of  a 
man's  hand,  I  am  of  opinion,  (though  not  always 
willing  to  accept  it)  that  it  is  as  much  to  be 
depended  upon,  as  if  the  clouds  were  opened, 
and  we  felt  the  fhowers  from  thence.  It  is  cer- 
tainty, though  ever  fo  little  in  appearance,  that 
I  wifh  to  follow. 

i ft  month  1 78 1 — The  trials  which  I  believe  are 
in  infinite  wifdom  allotted  to  the  rightly  concerned, 
are  many,  of  which,  I  truft,  we  have  been  favour- 
ed to  {hare  \  yet  we  have  no  need  to  make  our 
way  harder,  by  adding  fo  continually  our  own  judg- 
ments, and  difcouragements  upon  them  ;  making 
comparifons  which  we  have  no  right  to  do,  and 
weighing  things  which  can  only  be  tried  in  the 
balance  of  the  fanctuary  :  for  we  know  fo  little 
of  things  above  us,  that  we  are  very  incompetent 
judges  who  ftand  moft   in   divine  approbation.      I 

cannot 
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cannot   but  much  wifh   that would  grow 

wifer  refpecting  t'lefe  things,  and  endeavour  to 
£hut  out  difcouragerrents  which  do  not  come  in 
the  line  of  wifdom  ;  and  then,  I  am  fatisfied,  fhe 
would  find  her  way  to  be  as  eafy  as  fhe  thinks  mine 
is,  and  would  be  convinced  that  her  labours  have 
been  more  acceptable  to  him  who  put  her  forth, 
than  {he  will  often  allow. 

1  ft  month  1 78 1 — Does  not  Solomon  fay,  that  a 
few  words   fitly  fpoken  are  like  apples  of  goid  in 
pictures  of  filver  ?   I  think  he  does  ;    but  whether 
or  not,  it  is  fo  in  the  fcripture  of  my  heart,    and 
your  lines  prove  the  juftnefs  of  it.      Feeling  has  no 
fellow,   and   if  the  addrefs  be  but  felt  by  the   re- 
ceiver   in   the  covenant  of  true  love,   it  is  fome- 
thing  like  fuch  a  miniftry  as  I  covet,  where  words 
are  loft  in  power.      Deceitful  as  I   know  my  own 
heart  to  be,  I  will  not  allow  that  my  remembrance 
of  you  arifes  wholly  from  "  an  imbibed  favourable 
impreffion  in  times  paft,,,  and  that   a  perfonal  ab- 
fence  revives  it.      I  fhould  conclude  that  to  be  a 
formal  attachment  which  hath  nothing  but  age  for 
its  origin,   and   is   not  fupported  with  repeated  re- 
newals   of   life.      Is    this   the   inward   tie   that   no 
change    can    break  ?     the    love  that    many  waters 
cannot  quench,  or  the  floods  of  afHiftion  deftroy  ? 
Surely  it  is  not  of  that   nature  which   can  endure 
the  fire,   and  be  refined  by  it  •,    it  is  more  like  the 
bafe   metal  which  would  rife   as  the   fcum  and   be 
loft,   than  the   folid   gold  that  appears   afterwards, 
and  is  able  to  endure  even  the  feventh  purification. 

3d  month  1  7  S 1 — I  think  I  have  entered  into  my 
domeftick  ftation,   with  a  degree  of  awfulnefs  and 

fear 
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fear,  and  not  without  an  humble  fenfe  of  the  un- 
merited favours  I  received  from  divine  condefcen- 
fion,  and  from  my  friends  during  the  ceflation  of  it. 
And  notwithftanding  many  deep  trials  attend  our 
leaving  home,  when  under  an  apprehenfion  of 
duty,  and  many  painful  jealoufies  neceflarily  arife, 
left  the  moft  important  of  caufes  fliould  fuffer,  yet 
when  we  are  in  a  fettled  fatisfaction,  or  under  the 
cares  of  a  family,  by  not  being  fo  frequently  put 
upon  a  fenfe  of  our  danger,  and  of  our  own  unfit- 
nefs  to  do  good  of  ourfelves,  our  minds  are  apt  to 
lofe  their  centre,  by  getting  off  the  watch,  and  fo 
become  diffipated  and  carried  away  with  trifling 
things  ;  at  leaft  with  things  fhort  of  that  certain 
treafure  which  is  fecured  out  of  the  reach  of  either 
moth  or  ruft ;  ancj.  then  they  become  to  us  (how- 
ever plaufible  to  that  wifdom  which  cannot  com- 
prehend the  myftery  of  godlinefs)  unfubftantial 
trifles.  Thus  we  fee  the  neceflity  of  having  a 
foundation  of  our  own ;  and  we  need  not  that 
another  fhould  build  upon  us,  but  by  that  fame 
power  which  directed  the  firft  ftone,  fimilar  to 
what  was  and  is  laid  in  Zion,  tried,  elect  and  pre- 
cious, whereby  we  may  be  built  up  in  the  moft 
holy  faith.  I  often  find  it  my  duty,  ftrictly  to 
fcrutinize  into  the  moving  caufe  of  my  fteppings 
in  various  refpects  •,  and  notwithftanding  the  great- 
eft  abafednefs  is  my  due,  on  viewing  my  own  in- 
numerable frailties  and  inability  often  to  turn  my 
mind  availingly  to  the  invincible  fortrefs,  even  in 
times  of  deep  probation  ;  yet  if  there  was  not  a 
fecret  teftimony  in  my  heart,  that  it  is  much  my 
lot  to  know  an  abftraction  from  human  dependan- 
cies,  my  feelings  would  be  infupportable,  becaufe 

I  could 
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I  could  not  look  for  that  peace  which  is  preferred 
from  human  mixtures  and  interruptions. 

4th  month  1 78 1 — Weary  indeed  I  have  felt  my- 
felf  of  this  changeable  world  for  a  few  days  paft: 
perhaps  it  proceeds  from  too  great  an  indulgence 
to  that  eye,  which  is  viewing  the  difcouragements 
of  the  prefent  day,  and  which  has  caufe  to  run 
down  with  water,  for  the  flain  of  the  daughter  of 
Zion.  How  are  the  Aarons  removed,  and  remov- 
ing, and  fuch  as  might  feem  likely  to  receive  the 
garments,  have  the  work  cut  fhort  in  righteoufnefs ! 
how  do  the  ftandard-bearers  faint,  and  how  doth 
the  enemy  prevail  in  his  transformations,  in  de- 
ceiving and  drawing  down  even  of  the  priefthood ! 
In  contemplating  thefe  things,  I  think  I  may  fay, 
that  I  never  felt  my  mind  fimilarly  clad  with  a 
ftate  of  fecret  mourning  and  fackcloth,  as  ilnce 
you  left  us ;  infomuch  that  I  am  ready  to  inquire, 
who  fhall  ftand  ?  or  from  whence  can  the  watch- 
ers come,  that  will  faithfully  difcharge  their  truft 
upon  our  walls  in  a  future  day  ?  I  am  daily  con- 
vinced of  the  great  need  there  is  for  me  frequent- 
ly to  be  taken  throughout  in  pieces,  that  no  come- 
linefs  may  remain  to  felf,  nor  manna  be  preferved 
from  one  day  to  another  ;  that  my  own  ftate,  and 
the  wildernefs  ftate  of  the  church,  may  be  (though 
not  fully  yet)  clearly  fccn. 

6th  month  17B1 — I  have,  after  contending  my 
ground  by  inches,  ventured  to  fet  off  towards  a 
place  which  I  have  often  looked  at  with  a  kind  of 
dread  and  difmay  ;  from  an  apprehenfion  that  ir 
ftronglv  refembles  that  great  city  Babvlon,  in  which 
O  it 
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it  is  hard  to  be  preferved  from  tafting  of  the  cupf 
either  in  a  greater  or  lefs  degree ;  and  where,  if 
there  even  be  prefervation  from  this,  deep  fuffering 
muft  be  the  confequence;  a  ftate  not  likely  for  flefh 
and  blood  readily  to  enter  into.  I  can  truly  fay  it  is 
in  great  fear  and  abafement  of  mind,  that  I  advance 
towards  it ;  earneftly  deiiring  to  be  kept  to  that 
power  which  dif covereth  the  hidden  things  of  dark- 
nefs,  and  fhews  us  the  different  fources  of  felf-love. 

i  ith  month  1 78 1 — We  are  fometimes  at  a  lofs  to 
account  for  our  own  actions,  becaufe  they  proceed 
from  caufes  unfearchable  to  us,  and  which  we  are 
led  infeniibly  to  comply  with  for  our  own  good, 
that  that  part  in  us  which  is  appointed  for  death, 
and  which  by  means  of  the  flaming  fword,  is  to- 
tally feparated  from  the  tree  of  life,  may  receive 
no  food  nor  vigour  to  fupport  it.  Since  I  faw  thee, 
many  and  complicated  have  been  the  concerns  and 
feelings  of  my  mind  •,  new  caufes  and  new  anxieties 
have  occurred,  from  which  I  have  feen  great  need 
to  procure  a  fecret  dwelling  in  a  quiet  habitation, 
and  to  crave  daily  afliftance  to  abide  therein,  that 
my  own  root  might  not  be  more  impoverifhed  5 
but  that  by  an  inward  attention  to  the  voice  of  the 
true  Shepherd,  a  more  intimate  acquaintance  with 
him  might  be  cultivated,  and  a  greater  fubjec~tion 
of  fpirit  experienced  ;  whereby  I  fhould  be  more 
clothed  with  that  true  humility  and  pure  fimplicity 
which  are  eiTential  to  the  caufe  of  righteoufnefs, 
and  neceffary  for  the  prefervation  of  our  minds  in 
a  itate  of  acceptance  with  Him,  who  fees  not  as 
man  {e^s}  but  who  knows  what  His  wifdom  has 
prohibited  to  us,  and  marks  our  obedience. 

How 
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How  affecting  was  the  removal  of  our  beloved 
•!   Silent  aftonifhment,  and  fecret  mourning, 


for  an  individual  and  general  lofs,  was  all  the  lan- 
guage I  could  ufe.  My  heart  was  indeed  affected, 
and  is  not  lefs  fo  in  the  frefh  feeling  of  a  dif- 
folved  affectionate  tie,  and  of  the  uncertainty  of  all 
our  comforts  and  attachments,  notwithstanding 
they  may  in  profpett  appear  durable  ;  but  as  we 
do  believe  there  is  an  union  which  exifts  beyond 
the  grave,  a  fellowfhip  unconfined  to  thefe  mortal 
bodies,  how  ftrong  an  incentive  is  it  to  purchafe 
this  permanent  inheritance,  though  at  the  expenfe 
of  our  own  fervour,  and  that  friendfhip  which  is 
conceived  in  the  falfe  refinements  of  the  human 
imagination  ;  and  which  being  tinctured  with  the 
gilded  impurities  and  dregs  of  nature,  becomes  of 
that  kind  which  is  at  enmity  with  God,  becaufe 
not  fubject  to  the  power  of  His  crofs.  To  be 
ftripped  of  ourfelves,  to  be  fimple,  to  be  fools  in 
our  own  eyes,  and  in  the  eyes  of  others,  are  expe- 
riences not  pointed  to  by  our  own  difpoiitions,  but 
are  indifputably  the  way  to  that  kingdom  which 
flefh  and  blood  cannot  inherit.  By  yielding  to 
this  way,  how  humbly  may  we  commemorate  that 
power  which  gives  according  to  our  advancement, 
the  victory  over  a  hoft  of  oppofition,  and  dims 
that  eye  in  us  in  which  our  enemies  are  magnified  ; 
giving  a  holy  confidence  that  binds  up  the  mind, 
humbly  exalts  it  above  theie  momentary  things, 
and,  by  meafurably  uniting  us  to  itfelf,  enables  to 
difcern  the  origin  of  our  feelings,  and  what  pro- 
ceeds from  them,  by  tracing  them  to  their  fpring, 
and  proving  them  in  the  light.  Our  experience  is 
fmall,  but,  I  trull  we  mutually  long  for  that  which 
O  2  is 
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is  good  •,  may  we  each  be,  more  and  more,  drawn 
from  every  mixture  of  felf,  and  become  as  a  wean- 
ed child  ! 

1 2th  month  1781 — If  I  had  known  your  plan  of 
proceedings,  it  is  likely  I  mould  have  met  thee 
with  a  few  lines  fomewhere ;  but  a  morfel  of 
friendly  converfe,  or  a  token  of  true  regard,  may, 
perhaps,  be  as  acceptable  now  thou  art  returned 
to  a  more  homely  fare,  and  feeling  a  little  more 
defcent  to  fome  inferior  fervice  in  the  houfe,  than 
was  then  allotted.  Notwithftanding  thofe  that 
vifit  the  true  feed  in  this  declining  day,  feldom 
rind  themfelves,  either  fecretly  or  publickly,  mount- 
ed on  the  king's  horfe,  but  rather  have  to  experi- 
ence a  baptifm  into  its  fufferings,  and  a  fellowfhip 
therewith ;  yet  even  in  this  ftate,  if  our  minds  are 
keDt  low  enough,  and  in  a  fituation  ready  to  re- 
ceive and  dwell  under  the  divine  allotment,  there 
fs  a  ftrength  attends  it,  of  which  the  moft  favour- 
ed fervants,  we  have  caufe  to  believe,  are  often 
ftripped  on  their  return.  No  wonder  then,  if  we, 
who  are  infants  in  this  fervice,  fhould  be  fuffered 
to  feel  ourfelves,  as  the  dry  bones  in  the  open 
valley.  Under  this  ftate  of  humiliation  before 
Him  who  knows  all  things,  and  who  wifely  ftrips 
us  of  our  judgment,  in  order  to  refine  it-,  how 
beautiful  that  reply  to  the  query,  "  can  thefe  bones 
live?"  thou  knoweft  oh  Lord:  in  this  humble  fitu- 
ation, how  ready  are  we  to  receive  the  refurrection 
of  life,  or  to  wait  for  it  the  appointed  time  until  all 
unprofitable  moifture  is  exhaufted,  and  the  feafons 

have  pafled  over  us! A  moft  affecting   cir- 

cumftance  it  is,   that  a  man,  and  indeed  a  family, 
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ftanding    in    apparent   approbation   as did, 

fhould  bring  fuch  dishonour  to  the  caufe,  and 
themfelves  be  plunged  in  fuch  deep  diftrefs !  It  is, 
however,  a  proof  how  we  ought,  in  whatever  we 
do,  to  fix  our  eye  upon  the  right  object,  and  to  pre- 
fer a  confiftency  with  the  truth,  to  our  appearance 
in  the  eyes  of  men  \  for  certainly  if  this  had  been 
more  the  engagement  of  many  minds,  there  would 
have  been  prefervation  experienced  from  many  of 
thefe  painful  and  difhonourable  circumftances. 

ift  month  1782 — My  remembrance  of  thee 
was  tenderly  affectionate,  and  a  folicitude  accom- 
panied it,  that  we  may  live  fo  near  the  pure  life 
of  truth,  having  our  minds  frequently  ftripped  of 
whatfoever  is  tinctured  with  the  gilded  impurities 
of  nature,  as  to  feel  an  increafe  of  unity  therein. 
When  I  am  led  to  confider  my  own  aptnefs  to 
get  from  under  the  power  of  the  crofs,  a  fear  is 
ready  to  enter,  that  the  garments,  the  coverings  of 
my  mind,  which  may,  in  fome  fmall  degree,  have 
been  warned,  will  again  gather  their  fpots,  and  T 
become  more  and  more  reconciled  to  them ;  fo  that 
the  confequence  may  be  an  inability  to  diftinguifh 
betwixt  the  clean  and  the  unclean.  In  this  necef- 
fary  perfpective  of  myfelf,  the  means  of  prefervation 
have,  in  infinite  condcfcenflon,  been  difcovered  5 
and  a  willingnefs  frequently  to  defcend  to  the 
wafhing  pool,  has  proved  the  requcft  of  my  I 
that  He  in  whofe  h?.nd  I  wifh  to  feci  myfelf,  may 
not  only  be  the  reprover,  but  the  remover  of  every 
oppofer  of  His  work.  Difcouragements  arife  from 
without,  for  on  every  hand  there  is  caufe  of  mourn- 
ing,   and    the    few   ftakes    that    can   be 
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among  us  are  ready  to  fail  with  weaknefs  j  where- 
fore we  fee  the  greater  need,  with  all  the  vigilance 
we  poflTefs,  to  repair  to  that  foundation  which 
ftands  fure  ;  and  truly  thofe  who  are  eftablifhed 
thereon  have  engraven  upon  them  that  indifput- 
able  feal,  and  moft  defirable  evidence,  of  divine 
acknowledgment.  Our  pilgrimage  here  feems, 
and  will  prove,  of  fo  fhort  duration,  that  the 
iufferings  which  attend  it  for  our  refinement,  are 
bleffings  demanding  our  humble  acknowledgment. 
I  have  often  reflected  upon  your  fituation  with  a 
fympathy  which  I  truft  is  meafurably  of  the  right 
kind  ;  and  have  felt  the  arduoufnefs  of  your  path, 
the  ftability  that  is  required  for  it,  and  patient 
refignation  of  the  caufe  to  Him  whofe  own  works 
alone,  or  thofe  of  His  own  pure  fpirit  can  praife 
Him  and  effect,  true  and  profitable  deliverance  to 
his  dependant  children.  "  What  can  the  wrath 
and  envy  of  man  (if  we  are  tried  with  it)  do  unto 
thofe  that  are  hid  in  the  fecret  places  of  the  Al- 
mighty, and  gathered  under  the  healing  wings  of 
the  Prince  of  Peace  ?  fince  by  his  armour  of  light 
they  fhall  be  able  to  ftand  in  the  day  of  trial." 

1 2th  month  1782 — I  place  little  dependance  on 
dreams ;  they  are  often  a  mafs  of  confufion  ;  but 
we  are  bound  to  acknowledge  that  they  fometimes 
contain  clear  intelligent  information  or  caution.  I 
believe  however,  it  is  always  fafe  to  attend  to  the 
hint,  "  let  him  that  hath  a  dream  tell  [it  as]  a 
dream,"  but  the  pure  word  fhould  be  fpoken 
more  freely,  for  what  is  the  chaff  to  the  wheat  ? 
Thine  was  exprefTive  of  a  union  with  thy  friend 
which  is  comfortable  to  her,   and  from  which  it  is 
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the  fervent  defire  of  my  mind  we  may  receive 
ftrength  and  inftruction  in  the  future  movements 
of  our  lives ;  wherein  perhaps,  if  we  are  favoured 
to  be  of  any  fervice  at  all,  it  may  go  hand  in  hand  •, 
but  what  are  all  the  emblems  of  this  fcllowfhip  to 
the  thing  itfelf  ?  what  are  the  branches  without 
the  Root  that  bears  them?  I  often  wifh  the  great 
objects  in  my  eye  may  be  folid  and  permanent  *, 
that  vifionary  and  deluiive  gratifications  may  be 
proved,  by  being  brought  in  their  infancy  to  the 
balance  of  the  fanctuary  j  and  that  nothing  may 
refill:  the  fire  in  doing  its  office  upon  that  which 
is  light,  and  which  has  not  been  formed  and  tried 
in  the  hand  of  the  Potter  and  Purifier  of  his  peo- 
ple ;  but  watchfulnefs  is  our  beft  retreat,  and  I 
find  that  without  it,  in  this  land  as  well  as  in  our 
own  there  is  continual  danger  of  being  warped" 
afide,  and  lofing  our  attention  to  the  fecret  re- 
proofs and  dictates  of  wifdom. 

3d  month  1782 — I  felt  a  fatisfaeticn  in  hearing 
from  thee,  and  finding  that  the  exercifes  which 
had  attended,  were  productive  of  that  peace  which 
never  fucceeds  our  moving  out  of  the  line  of  pure 
wifdom,  and  is  therefore  an  evidence  of  the 
Matter's  approbation;  and  what  more  do  we  wiih 
for  •,  for  if  that  is  experienced  when  we  have 
broken  the  morfel  of  bread  given  to  our  charge, 
it  is  enough  for  us,  and  the  blefiing  mutt  be  left 
to  that  bountiful  hand,  which  owns  only  its  cwn 
works.  Though  poverty  was  the  covering  of  my 
mind  on  my  return  home,  yet  I  felt  no  uneafinefs 
from  an  apprehenfion  of  having  left  thee  too  foon, 
but  rather  a  belief  that  it  was  right  for  thee  to 
O  4  feel 
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feel  that  thou  waft  ftronger  than  thou  apprehend- 
ed :  and  I  now  hope,  that  as  thou  haft  afrefh  found 
the  divine  ability  allotted  thee,  to  be  fufficient  for 
the  work  of  the  day,  that  thou  wilt  be  more  de- 
voted to  move  alone  in  future,  and  become  lefs 
dependant  upon  reeds  fhaken  with  the  wind.  It 
is  an  excellent  thing  fimply  to  mind  our  own  bufi- 
nefs,  to  attend  to  the  path  cut  out  for  us  indi- 
vidually, and  let  it  be  what  it  may,  to  be  content 
therewith  ;  becaufe  it  is  only  by  the  members  of 
the  body  thus  keeping  their  places,  that  they  can 
be  made  truly  ufeful  to  one  another,  and  profperous 
in  the  caufe  wherein  they  are  engaged. 

3d  month  1782 — I  can  feelingly  fympathizc 
with  my  dear  friend  in  her  prefent  fituation  of 
mind,  and  under  fome  difficulties,  which  may  be  in- 
creafed  by  the  want  of  feeling,  baptized  elders,  fuch 
as  live  near  the  fpring  of  life  themfelves,  and  whofe 
deep  can  call  unto  the  deep  in  thofe  whofe  line  of 
fervice  varies  from  their  own.  Where  there  are 
fuch  as  thefe,  they  are  felt  to  be  ftakes  in  the  di- 
vine enclofure  about  thofe  I  call  the  moft  tried  of 
the  flock,  the  poor  meflengers  that  blow  the  trum- 
pet on  the  holy  bill,  and  have  to  defcend  from 
thence  into  the  deeps,  and  awfully  to  dwell  there, 
humbled  under  a  fenfe  of  themfelves  and  what  they 
are  :  and  though  in  this  day  of  weaknefs,  each 
member  does  not  keep  in  its  own  function,  but 
numbnefs  and  infenfibility  have  feized  many,  let  us 
truft  that  our  holy  Head  will  not  naffer  us  alfo  to 
become  caftaways,  if  we  attend  to  his  direction. 
A  fecret  dwelling  as  in  deep  waters  we  know 
to  be  fafe  •,  and,   my  beloved  friend,  may  we  keep 
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there,  grow  more  and  more  united  to  the  truth  it-? 
felf,  and  fupport  one  another  in  the  fellowfhip 
thereof ! 

9th  month  1782 — When  an  unavailing  anxiety 
has  poffeiTed  my  mind,  about  the  fituation  of  things 
among  us,  and  the  wildernefs  ftate  of  the  church  ; 
I  have  been  led  to  conclude  that  it  is  not  confident 
with  the  divine  will,  that  we  fhould  be  ever  impa- 
tiently inquiring,  "  what  wilt  thou  do  for  thy  great 
name  ?  but  that  we  fhould  rather  centre  deep  in 
our  own  minds,  and  reiignedly  and  faithfully  co- 
operate with  his  work  in  the  earth  \  feeling  our 
minds  fo  reduced  as  ©nly  to  pray  for  that  which  is 
the  mind  of  the  fpirit,  even  if  it  required  the  peti- 
tion, cf  feed  thy  people  with  thy  rod  !  In  our  late 
vifit,  we  deeply  felt,  at  times,  our  weaknefs,  and 
when  moft  baptized  thereinto,  with  our  eye  flngle 
to  divine  help,  we  had  humbly  to  obferve,  that 
then  His  ftrength  was  manifeft  in  our  weaknefs;  and 
that  it  was  only  as  we  defcended  to  the  spiritual 
brook,  and  there  received  with  Simplicity  the  hea- 
venly armour,  that  the  battle  was  blefled,  our  head? 
covered  therein,  and  ability  found  to  difcover  the 
little  ones  on  whom  the  purifying  hand  is  turned. 
I  believe  I  may  fay  we  returned  under  the  hum* 
bling  impreffion  of  being  unprofitable  iervants, 
begging  to  be  enabled  to  continue  fop]  \t  the 

gate  of  wifdom,   and  to   attend    in    future  to    the 
fmalleft  of  its  pointings.      I  need  not  tell  thee  how 
agreeable  it  was  to  meet  my  hnfband  at  my  return 
home.      On  our  feparation,   the   paffage    I 
occurred  to,  and  refrefhe  J  my  mind  ;  "  Lord  I 
left  all   to    follow   thee."      To  be  employed  in  the 
caufc  of  truth,  and  to  have  the  fpirit   tfc 
O  5 
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iny  companion,  appeared  when  nature  was  fubordi- 
nate,  far  to  furpafs  every  felfifh  enjoyment  in  this 
life,  notwithftanding  I  might  prove  a  veffel  of  leaft 
honour  in  the  family ,  and  on  our  meeting  again, 
I  found  there  was  need  of  a  renewed  engraving  of 
thefe  imprefllons,  in  order  to  preferve  a  preference 
to  the  truth,  and  to  keep  in  our  remembrance  that 
we  have  no  continuing  city  here. 

ioth  month  1782 — It  is  an  unfpeakablc  favour, 
through  all,  to  believe  that,  if  we  dwell  in  the 
pure  life  and  onenefs  of  the  truth,  many  waters 
without,  or  floods  of  temptation  within,  will  never 
be  able  to  quench  our  love,  though  for  a  time, 
when  they  rife  high,  they  may  veil  it.  The  prayer 
of  my  fpirit  is,  that  my  dwelling  may  be  in  this 
hidden  life,  that  I  may  prefer  its  fubftantial  opera- 
tions to  either  fpiritual  or  temporal  enjoyments, 
and  that  by  it  my  body  and  mind  may  be  preferved 
from  running  to  and  fro  in  the  earth,  with  any 
blaft  from  the  wildernefs.  But  oh  the  need  of 
"  ftanding  ftill  in  the  watch,"  the  infirmities  of  our 
nature  are  fo  many  and  great !  Remember  me  and 
crave  my  prefervation,  that  my  life  at  leaft  may  be 
given  me  for  a  prey  ^  and  may  you  and  I  farewel, 
aid  increafe  in  that  life  and  love  which  change 
net,  nor  end. 

« 1782 — I  received  thy  arFeftionate  letter 

m  due  courfe  :  it  was  truly  acceptable  ;  and  though 
thou  waft  far  from  being  forgotten  by  me,  it  tend- 
ed to  revive  that  near  fympathy  with  thy  fecret 
fpiritual  travail,  which  particularly  accompanied  my 
mind  when  near  thee  in  perfon,  and  which  I  truft 
proceeded  from  the  cementing  influence  of  divine 
love,  and  gofpel  fellowfhip. 

We 
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We  meet  with  but  few  in  this  pilgrimage  and 
ftate  of  probation,  who  are  dipped  in  fympathy 
with  us,  and  know  what  it  is  to  be  deftitute  of  all 
comelinefs.  There  are  many  who,  were  we  clad 
in  royal  apparel,  and  had  the  King's  fignet  always 
unveiled  upon  us,  would  no  doubt  acknowledge  us 
in  the  gate  ;  and,  in  the  victory  of  the  heavenly 
caufe,  cry,  Hofanna  !  with  us  in  triumph.  But 
what  was  the  path  of  the  Mafter  r  Was  it  not  the 
path  for  his  fervants,  that  they  might  be  encourag- 
ed, and  have  a  fteadfaft  example  therein  ?  He  trod 
it  before  them,  and  endured  the  feveral  gradations 
and  difpenfations  of  the  fpiritual  warfare  ;  he  fafted 
in  the  wildernefs,  until  he  was  an  hungred.  Let 
us  not  then  think  it  ftrange  that  the  fervant  is  not 
greater  than  his  Mafter.  Our  lafety  depends  upon 
our  watchful  attention,  that  when  we  are  tempted 
we  yield  not  •,  but  oh  !  how  rear  does  the  impa- 
tience of  our  difpofitions  border  upon  that  lan- 
guage, "  command  theie  ftones  that  they  be  made 
bread  ;"  forgetting  that  it  is  not  by  bread  alone 
that  our  hidden  life  is  preferred,  but  by  every 
word  that  proceedeth  out  of  the  mouth  of  God, 
and  by  every  turning  of  his  divine  hand  upon  us  \ 
whereby,  in  his  wifdom,  we  grow  from  ftature  to 
ftature,  which  by  taking -thought  for  ourf  elves  we 
cannot  do.  If  we  are  found  worthy  to  ftand  as 
pillars  in  the  Lord's  houfe,  in  this  day  when  there 
are  many  heavy  burdens  to  bear,  we  muft  be  fim 
upon  a  fure  foundation,  our  difpofitions,  like  thofc 
of  the  difciples  that  diicovered  the  love  of  their 
Mafter's  glory  on  the  mount,  muft  be  fubfervicnt 
to  divine  control ;  and  we  muft  not  only  learn  to 
defcend  from  the  virion  of  light,  but  to  keep  the 
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charge,  and  tell  it  to  no  man  until  the  life  of  pow- 
er arife.  How  hewing  and  forming  are  thefe 
things  !  and  what  inftructive  traces  do  they  leave 
of  the  Matter's  work,  becaufe  they  reduce  felf,  and 
convince  that  no  confidence  muft  be  placed  there- 
in !  May  it  be  our  experience,  dear  friend,  in  the 
few  fucceeding  fteps  of  our  lives,  patiently  to  fuf- 
fer,  and  fervently  to  wreftie  for  the  bleffing  of 
preservation. 

i  ft  month  1783 — What  has  felt  very  d'efirable 
to  me  is,  that  in  thefe  outward  feparations,  we 
may  increafe  in  that  which  is  good,  and  that 
whatever  befals  us  may  tend  to  fettle  us  the  more 
in  the  ground-work  of  true  religion,,  that  therein 
v/e  may  ftand,  and  therein  grow  \  then  will  the 
fluctuations  of  this  uncertain  ftate  become  fancti- 
iied  to  us,  and  being  inftru&ed  in  the  ichool  of 
ChriiT:,  our  fpirits  and  conduct  will  become  more 
conformable  to  the  purity  of  the  Pattern.  My 
fear  of  myfelf  daily  increases,  and  I  am  alio  apt  to 
think  that  by  looking  too  much  at  any  evil,  we 
may  infenfibly  be  almcft  drawn  into  it.  It  is 
neverthelefs  good  to  furvey  our  ftandings,  to  prove 
our  own  infirmities,  and  repair  to  the  place  of  help. 
The  multiplied  diftrefies,  both  fpiritual  and  tem- 
poral, that  have  been  permitted  to  befal  us  in  this 
land,  or  fince  I  left  my  own,  have  often  occafion- 
cd  a  fecret  cry  for  the  continuance  of  divine  pre- 
fervation  ;  and  a  little  ray  of  hope  that  the  Lord 
hath  not  forfaken  us,  is  all  the  fuccour  that  my 
poor  toffed  mind  has  often  felt.  There  is  great 
need  in  time  of  outward  perplexity,  impartially  to 
examine  the  caufe,   to  fearch  what  there  is  in  us 
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that  requires  thefe  things  •,  by  fo  doing  we  may 
often  fee  couched  under  them  the  wifdom  of  a 
divine  Hand,  and  that  to  remove  the  caufe  in  our- 
felves,   is  to  go  to  the  root  of  the  matter. 

1  ft  month  1783 — I  feel  now,  as  at  many  other 
times,  my  mind  drawn  into  near  affection,  and,  I 
truft  I  may  fay,  that  true  fellow ihip  with  thee, 
which  fprings  when  I  am  capable  of  experiencing 
any  better  enjoyment  than  what  is  natural;  but  as 
that  only  ariies  from  the  renewings  of  life,  I  am  of- 
ten afraid  to  fpeak  of  it,  left  it  lhould  fall  fhort  of 
its  character  in  the  time  of  trial:  however,  I  may 
fay  I  feel  that  love  which  many  waters  and  feaibns 
of  deep  and  fecret  diftreis,  have  not  quenched  nor 
diminifhed.  A  degree  of  this  mark  of  difciplcihip 
reviving  in  my  mind,  has  lbmetimes  been  as  a  tem- 
porary cordial,  tending  to  difpel  the  gloom  of 
many  difcouragements,  and  opening  the  view  to  a 
little  pure  ferene  fatisfaction.  My  dear  friend, 
many  are  the  trials  of  the  enemy  of  our  peace  to 
overiet  us,  many  have  been  the  affaults  which  I 
have  met  with  fince  I  faw  thee,  far  exceeding 
what  I  ever  knew  before.  If  divine  help  will  con- 
defcend  to  be  near,  and  preferve  me  from  finking 
in  the  pit  of  dilcouragement,  juft  keep  my  fpirit 
alive  to  confide  in  his  name,  and  dwell  under  his 
power,  my  heart,  I  truft,  will  bow  in  humble 
gratitude  before  him,  and  acknowledge  his  might. 
Our  eye  is  now  much  fixed  upon  Yorklhire  •,  oh ! 
that  we  may  there  experience  the  evidence  of  di- 
vine acceptance,  and  that,  in  our  movements,  or 
not  moving  at  ail,  the  bleffing  of  preservation  may 
attend  us.  Outward  enjoyments,  domeftick  tran- 
quillity, 
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quillity,  and  the  affectionate  regard  of  our  friends, 
are  all  in  themfelves  defirable  objects,  but  without 
this  blefiing,  what  are  they  ?  infipid,  or  fruitlefs 
delights. 

ill  month  1783 — As,  (in  infinite  wifdom  no 
doubt)  our  minds  are  at  times  drawn  into  folitude, 
fo  as  to  refemble  the  Pelican  in  the  wildernefs, 
having  no  accefs  to  the  habitable  parts  of  the 
earth,  nor  fubjec"l  to  human  obfervation,  fo  it 
appears  confident  with  godly  jealoufy  that  human 
confolation  fhould  be  forbidden,  and  that,  having 
our  dependance  only  on  a  gracious  and  merciful 
Father,  who  deals  with  us  as  children  who  require 
his  chaftifing  hand,  his  rod  and  his  ftafF,  we  may 
procure  to  ourfelves  a  fafe  foundation,  with  a  quiet 
habitation  thereon,  out  of  the  reach  of  human 
interruptions.  Surely  there  are  none  fo  tried  as 
the  poor  weak  inftruments,  that  are  ufed  for  the 
divine  will  to  be  communicated  through.,  Thefc 
require  not  only  the  forming  of  the  Potter's  hand, 
but  higher  degrees  of  drying,  and  greater  heat  in 
the  furnace  to  prepare  them,  than  almofl  any  other 
veflel ;  nay  (if  I  may  be  allowed  the  comparifon) 
they  are  like  difhes  that  have  to  pafs  through  the 
oven  for  every  fervice,  and  which,  after  they  are 
emptied,  and  the  company  has  enjoyed  them,  need 
more  wafhing  and  care  than  any  other  utenfil  at 
the  table  ;  and  great  danger  there  is  that,  by  indis- 
cretion of  fome  fort  or  other,  they  will  get  cracked 
or  broken.  I  look  with  dread,  I  am  bowed  down 
and  difmayed,  at  the  fight  of  the  precarious  (land- 
ing of  fuch,  but  efpecially  of  my  own  :  the  confi- 
deration  of  human  weaknefs,  and  "  how  frail  I 
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am,"  is  almoft  my  meat  and  drink.  How  excellent 
is  the  privilege  of  having  a  monitor  at  home,  an 
impartial  Friend  in  our  bofom,  who,  if  we  enough 
attend  to  Him,  is  able  to  make  us  as  wife  even  as 
our  teachers  !  the  reproofs  and  wounds  of  this 
Friend  are  better  than  the  khTes  of  an  enemy. 

ift  month  1783 — I  have  now  continued  about 
two  weeks  longer  in  this  place,  and  have  received 
very  affectionate  kindneis,  and  great  hofpitality 
from  my  friends.  Were  there  not  fomething  in 
our  minds  that  is  panting  after  fuperror,  more  ex- 
tenfive,  and  fecret  enjoyments,  I  have  thought 
myfelf  placed  among  the  cordials  of  life  :  but  with- 
out the  feafoning  virtue  of  truth,  and  an  evidence 
(though  ever  fo  fmallj  of  divine  approbation  mark- 
ing, or  refting  upon,  our  dwelling  place,  they  are 
taftelefs  and  infipid  enjoyments.  Perhaps  I  have 
deprived  myfelf  of  that  which  is  good,  and  am  now 
too  ready  to  let  others  fhare  the  fame  \  a  difpofi- 
tion  which  I  wifh  not  to  cultivate,  it  being  highly 
inconfiftent  with  the  benevolence  of  the  gofpel, 
which  breathes  no  language  inferior  to  that  of, 
€t  Glory  to  God  in  the  higheft,  peace  on  earth, 
and  good  will  towards  men."  But  how  to  dif- 
tinguifh,  at  times,  the  grand  caufe  among  a  mul- 
tiplicity of  caufes,  requires  wifdom,  undeiiled  wif- 
dom,  that  the  immortal  birth  may  be  furrendered 
to  the  breaft  and  care  of  its  true  mother,  and  that 
nothing  hurt  it,  or  diminifh  its  ftrength  ;  but  that, 
under  all  turnings  and  overturnings,  diviilons  and 
fubdivifions,  it  may  gradually  and  fteadily  grow  in 
ftature,  in  wifdom  and  pure  underltanding,  and 
take  to  itfelf  an  everlafting  dominion  in  us.      It  is 
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the  "  deep  that  calleth  unto  deep."  I  thought  I 
felt,  on  reading  thy  laft,  fomething  of  the  mind  of 
truth  in  reviving  a  little  my  drooping  fpirits  •,  a  de- 
gree of  thankfulnefs  covered  my  mind,  and  I  was 
-encouraged  to  wait  the  paffing  away  of  this  gloomy 
night,  in  comfortable  hope  of  the  dawning  of  a 
better  day,  wherein  the  former  and  the  latter  rain 
may  defcend,  to  add  fap  to  the  root,  and  to  refrcfh 
the  branches.  What  is  it  in  us  that  flinches  fo 
much  at  fuffering  ?  It  muft  be  that  flefh  and  blood 
which  can  never  inherit  the  kingdom.  I  have  be- 
ftowed  fome  pains  to  filence  it  with  reafoning,  and 
arguing  the  nature  of  things  ;  but  alas  !  I  have  for- 
rowfully  found  it  fed  thereby,  and  perceived  that 
it  is  only  in  humbly  abiding  under  the  divine  ope- 
rations, that  fubjedlion  is  wrought,  and  the  moft 
fo,  when  the  caufe  was  not  fully  difcovered  ;  for 
then  the  lowly  petition  afcends,  which  at  this  time 
covers  my  fpirit,  Grant  me  a  grain  of  the  precious 
gift  of  faith,  that  I  may  live  and  walk  thereby. 

i ft  month  1783 — O  this  root  of  felf,  when  will- 
it  be  fubjected  !  It  perhaps  appears  mere  to  oppofe 
thy  fervice,  but  I  believe  it  more  fecretly  prevails 
in  me,  and  is  not  under  that  control  and  fubordi- 
nation  which  thou  haft  it  in  more  minute  things. 
But  let  us  not  weigh  ourfelves  by  one  another ; 
let  us  rather  bring  our  fpirits  to  the  balance  of  the 
fanctuary,  and  if  there  we  want  chipping  and 
hewing^  not  think  hard  of  the  inftruments  that  arc 
to  do  it  ;  but  paflively  and  patiently  endure  all 
things,  in  hope  to  enjoy  that  little  which  is  our 
own  in  the  end,  having  it  pure  and  feparated  from 
the  vile*     My  mind  has  been  drawn  into  great 
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nearnefs  to  you  many  times  fince  we  parted.  I 
have  feelingly  remembered  the  feafons  when, 
though  befet  with  many  fecret  probations,  we  might 
fay,  We  took  fweet  counfel,  and  our  fpirits  were 
baptized  together,  and  prepared  thereby  to  go  up 
as  to  the  mountain  of  the  Lord,  and  to  the  houfe 
of  the  God  of  Jacob,  where  He  has  gracioufly 
condefcended  to  teach  us  more  and  more  of  his 
ways,  and  begotten  freili  refolutions  in  us  to  walk 
in  His  paths.  Let  us  not  faint,  my  beloved  friends, 
but  wreftle  with  Him  for  the  renewal  of  this  blef- 
fing  >  that  though  it  may  be  our  lot  often  to  be 
feparated,  our  fpirits  may  unite  together  in  holy 
fellowfhip,  and  that  pure  love  which  many  waters 
cannot  quench,  nor  all  the  changes  of  this  uncer- 
tain ftate  of  being  ever  diminifh. 

6th  month  1783 — My  mind  is  much  with  you, 
and  I  truft  it  is  in  that  fellowfhip  which  can  unite 
with  the  abfent  though  in  fuffering,  and  breathe  for 
the  profperity  of  the  precious  truth.  I  beg  to  be 
more  and  more  bound  to  that,  let  its  appearance 
among  men  be  ever  fo  mean  and  contemptible  *,  for 
it  is  here  that  we  are  not  afraid  of  human  wifdom 
and  difpleafure.  But  is  there  not,  fometimes,  too 
much  fear  of  this  fort,  when  under  that  power, 
and  the  burthen  of  that  word  which,  if  it  met  with 
no  obftrucYion  in  the  inftrument,  would  oftener 
break  the  rocks,  and  be  a  confuming  fire  among 
the  cedars  of  Lebanon  ?  May  this  your  fcafon  of 
fuffering  be  blefled  to  you  and  the  church  !  and  oh  ! 
may  your  hands  be  ftrong  in  the  faith,  and  hold 
out  to  the  end  in  patience,  that  with  the  church 
coming  out  of  the  wilderncfs,  you  may  repofe  on 
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the  breaft  of  the  Beloved  of  fouls,  and  your  caufc 
centre  with  Him. 

7th  month  1783 — My  beft  wifhes  accompany 
thee,  in  this  ftepping  out  into  the  awful  fervice  of 
vifiting  the  few  fcattered  profefTors  under  our  name, 
and  perhaps  of  unfolding  in  the  frefh  openings  of 
life,  further  manifeftations  of  gofpel  light  to  fuch 
as  are  not  yet  of  our  fold,  particularly  in  Scotland. 
I  remember  that  before  we  entered  the  borders  of 
that  land,  and  indeed  whenever  I  viewed  it  in  prof- 
pect,  it  was  clearly  imprefled  upon  my  mind,  that 
there  was  no  track  for  us  to  go  in,  nor  any  footftep* 
to  be  depended  upon  in  that  journey,  but  that  our 
attention  would  be  continually  required  to  the  frefh 
pointings  and  qualifications  for  fervice :  and  on  our 
leaving  Scotland,  we  had  greatly  to  lament  a  devia- 
tion from  this  pure  indwelling  of  fpirit,  and  unfaith- 
fulnefs  to  fome  manifeftations  of  duty.  When  the 
mind,  after  being  engaged  in  fervice,  has  got  a  lit- 
tle liberty,  and  feels  itfelf  as  a  bow  unftrung,  it  is 
too  apt  to  rejoice,  and  evade  the  next  bending  for 
fervice  •,  whereby  half  our  commiffion  may  be  ne- 
glected, when  we  are  peculiarly  called  to  watch,  to 
try  and  to  feel  every  ftep  that  we  take.  Here  fim- 
plicity  and  humility  are  our  companions,  and  if  a 
pure  holy  zeal  covers  us,  in  a  ftate  of  true  depend- 
ance,  the  wifdom  of  the  creature  has  no  part  •,  but 
the  life  rifing  into  dominion,  and  being  taken  for 
our  guide  in  every  ftep  under  the  exercife  of  the  gift, 
we  have  no  need  to  be  anxious  for  doctrinal  argu- 
m  ents  to  prove  what  we  aflert  to  the  people  5  be- 
eaufe  this  life  anfwering  the  life  in  thofe  that  hear, 
can  expound  and  unfold  fuch  myfteries  as  have  been 
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hid  from  ages  ;  and  it  is  only  by  our  fingle  attention 
to  the  purity  of  the  gift,  and  the  milk  of  the  word, 
that  we  can  be  preferved  in  that  fimplicity  which 
confounds  the  wifdom  of  the  wife,  brings  to  nought 
the  underftanding  of  the  prudent,  and  exalts  the 
feed  of  the  kingdom.  Thus  I  apprehend  the  mi- 
niflers  of  the  gofpel  are  led,  not  only  to  teach  all 
nations  whither  they  are  fent,  but  to  baptize  them 
into  the  power  of  the  gofpel,  however  few  the  num- 
ber of  their  words  may  be.  I  feel  a  ftrong  defirc 
for  your  faithfulnefs  in  this  journey,  and  that  as  you 
pafs  through  little  villages  and  towns,  it  may  not  be 
without  feeling  for  fervice,  for  in  this  refpeft  we 
were  deficient.  Look  not  too  much  at  your  own 
weaknefs,  but  confider  the  ftrength  of  that  almighty- 
Arm  which  works  marvelloufly  for  thofe  that  rely 
upon  it,  and  gives  them  faith  for  their  victory.  I 
know  there  is  fomething  in  us,  when  we  occafion 
many  people  to  be  called  together,  that  fears  for 
ourfelves,  and  for  the  truth;  it  is  well,  in  thefe 
times  of  trial,  to  confider  our  own  inability,  and  in 
whom  help  and  power  dwells-,  for  then  a  calm 
fometimes  allays  thefe  anxieties,  and  fpreads  upon 
our  minds  the  beauty  and  convincing  influence  of 
a  lively,  awful,  filent  worfhip,  which  ftands  in  need 
of  no  addition,  but  which,  at  times,  is  accompani- 
ed with  words  in  the  demonftration  and  power  of 
the  fame  fpirit. 

7th  month  1783 — I  think  I  was  fcarcely  ever  fen- 
fible  of  more  death  and  darknefs  than  fince  I  came 
here  :  if  a  little  life  and  light  fhould  fpring  in  our 
future  fittings,  it  may  have  fome  reviving  efFccfts, 
for  really  my  fpirits  are  in  a  drooping  way,  and  my 
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ftrength  alfo.  I  expected  nothing  but  differing  on 
coming  here,  and  thus  far  it  is  my  portion ;  this  fa- 
tisfaction,  however,  attends  me,  that  it  is  but  for  a 
day  or  two,  and  I  endeavour  to  lift  up  my  head 
above  finking  too  much  ;  but  oh  for  the  caufe !  the 
teftimony  of  truth  feems  nearly  laid  waftc,  and  the 
pure  life  crucified.  Here  are,  indeed,  many  va- 
liants, but  what  can  they  do  ?  it  is  not  the  fervants 
of  themfelves,  that  can  make  the  dry  bones  live. 
The  little  ftrength  I  feel,  feems  to  be  in  endeavour- 
ing after  a  fettled  retirement  of  mind  out  of  meet- 
ings, and  being  willing  to  appear  foolifh  as  I  am. 

7th  month  1783 — There  is  a  beautiful  order  in 
the  growth  of  the  fpiritual,  as  well  as  natural  man  : 
he  is  at  firft  carried  and  fondled,  and  it  is  then  ge- 
nerally right  to  give  him  what  he  cries  for  ;  in  a  lit- 
tle time,  he  makes  fome  efforts  to  go  by  himfelf, 
which,  fooner  or  later,  moitly  prove  effectual.  Pre- 
fuming  now  on  his  own  ability,  he  affumes  the  air 
and  carriage  of  a  man,  and  in  this  confidence  goes 
forward,  until  his  (tumblings,  his  falls,  and  his 
wounds,  have  fufficiently  convinced  him,  that  he  is 
but  a  child,  and  that  his  will  is  no  more  to  be  de- 
pended upon  than  his  ftrength.  As  it  was  right  to 
indulge  the  fimplicity  of  his  firft  defires,fo  now,thefe 
becoming  mixed  with  evil  inftigations,  either  in  the 
appearance  of  a  friend  or  an  enemy,  it  becomes  ne- 
ceffary,  in  order  to  prefer ve  this  fimplicity,  and  the 
divine  impreffions  which  may  renewedly  defcend  up- 
on it,  induftrioufly  to  repel  and  guard  againft  the 
powerful  influence  of  felf-love  and  felf-feeking, 
which  is  the  beginning  of  our  continual  warfare.  I 
at  times  thankfully  view  fome  of  the  exercifes  of  my 
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mind,  as  a  probationary  childhood,  frequently  occa- 
sioned by  indifcretion,  and  increafed  by  the  growth 
of  the  corrupt  will  with  a  growing  knowledge  in  di- 
vine things ;  fo  that  I  have  been  and  am  frequently 
ready  to  conclude,  I  fhall  one  day  fall  by  the  hand 
©f  this  enemy  :  but  oh !  may  we  fupport  the  warfare 
which  is  mercifully  begun !  and  by  depending  folely 
on  that  Arm,  which  cut  Rahab,  and  wounded  the 
Dragon,  be  no  ways  inftrumental  ourfelves  in  pre- 
venting a  maturity  in  the  pure  life,  and  preaching 
by  good  works.  I  hope  my  dear  thou  continue!!, 
and  will  continue  to  feel  thy  habitation  like  the 
houfe  of  Obed-edom.  It  is  indeed  diftant  from  us  \ 
but  of  how  little  confequence  is  that,  when  there 
is  fellowfhip  in  the  circulating  life  of  truth,  where- 
in we  are  as  epiftles  written  in  one  anothers  hearts, 
which  are  meditated  in,  at  times,  to  the  refrefhment 
of  our  fpirits  when  drooping  and  feeble. — It  is  a 
bleffing  not  to  be  lightly  efteemed,  to  be  married 
to  thole  of  lively  fpirits,  and  clean  conduct  •,  not 
drawing    back,   but  helping  forward,  that  work  to 

which  there  is  a  divine  calling  :     and  as is 

among  thofe  who  are  thus  bleffed,  it  will,  I  have  no 
doubt,  fwecten  many  unpalatable  cups,  and  render 
moderate  fome  blafts  from  the  wildernefs  of  this 
world,   and  its    corrupt  fluctuating  fpirit. 

ill  month  1  784 — Oh  the  need  there  is,  when  we 
feel  a  fecret  divine  approbation  for  fome  little  faith- 
ful fervices,  as  the  anfwer  of  well  done,  carefully  to 
centre  this  treafure,  and  leave  it  in  the  hands  of  our 
great  benefactor  !  for  how  unfit  are  our  earthly 
hearts  to  be  entruftcd  with  riches  fo  weighty,  and  lb 
different  in  their  nature  !    they  arc  indeed  found  to 
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be  as  bags  with  holes,  which  lofe  the  precious  gift 
among  the  rubbifh  of  the  houfe.  Under  thefe 
confederations,  I  am  led  at  times  to  prefer  poverty, 
and  nakednefs,  and  want,  to  an  appearance  of 
wealth,  and  fpending  my  fpiritual  fubftance  in  riot- 
ous living  :  and  to  be  preferved  chafte  and  faithful 
in  this  ftate,  is  one  of  my  ftrongeft  defires,  yet 
attended,  in  fome  degree,  with  the  certain  know- 
ledge of  how  frail  I  am. 

i  ft  month  1784 — We  have  great  need,  in  this 
day,  for  clean-handed,  fingle-eycd  inftruments,  in 
the  work  of  reformation  ;  fuch  as  demonftrate,  in 
the  particular  parts,  and  general  tenour  of  their 
conduct,  that  they  truly  fear  God,  and  hate  covet- 
oufnefs  :  for,  of  fuch  only  is  the  pure  fpiritual 
building  compofed ;  the  church,  againft  which, 
Satan  and  his  agents  can  never  prevail ;  whereto 
the  nations  may  gather,  behold  its  purity,  and  be 
invited  to  become  living  members  thereof.  But, 
oh  how  defiled  is  our  camp  !  how  temporizing 
are  the  fpirits  of  thofe  who  ought  to  ftand,  as 
valiant  foldiers,  againft  fpiritual  wickednefs  in  high 
places,  and  fight  manfully  under  the  banner  of  the 
Lamb  !  The  world,  with  its  gilded  baits,  has  al- 
lured their  attention,  and  attracted  their  fight, 
from  the  example  of  our  holy  pattern  \  it  is  there- 
fore no  wonder,  if  the  work  they  undertake  is 
fuperffcially  done ;  and  that  which  has  been  their 
fnare,  pafles  unobferved  for  want  of  purification. 
From  a  view  of  thefe  things,  I  have  been  led  to 
prefer,  and  even  to  requeft  tribulation,  mortifica- 
tion, and  what  may  be  called  evil  things,  in  this 
life,   to  an  unfubjected  mind,   being  an  unfound 
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member  in  the  church,  and  feeking  to  be  heir  of 
two  kingdoms.  Whether  I  am  thus  preferved  or 
not,  I  believe  that  now,  as  formerly,  the  lame,  the 
blind,  and  the  dwarfs,  will  not  be  accepted  to 
miniftcr  of  the  mod  holy  things,  and  carry  for- 
ward the  caufe  of  righteoufnefs  in  the  earth,  until 
their  application  is  uprightly,  and  humbly  made  to 
Him,  who  is  the  healer  of  all  difeafes,  and  the 
reftorer  of  ancient  paths  to  walk  in. 

2d  month  1784 — Thou  haft  often  been  in  my 
remembrance  fince  we  parted,  and  both  when 
hoping  and  doubting,  I  have  wifhed  to  addrefs 
thee  in  this  way,  believing  it  warrantable  now,  as 
in  the  captivity  of  the  Jews,  for  thofe  who  are 
uprightly,  though  feebly,  concerned  for  the  prof- 
perity  of  truth,  to  fpeak  often  one  to  another  j 
and  the  trufting  that  a  book  of  remembrance  is 
written,  cafts,  in  fome  depreffing  feafons,  fome- 
thing  of  a  ray  of  fpiritual  funfliine  upon  the  fpirits 
in  prifon  ;  which,  though  not  a  promife  of  free- 
dom, yet  cheers  a  little,  and  renders  tolerable  our 
unavoidable  fituation  of  mind.  A  multiplicity  of 
concurring  circumftances,  paft  and  in  profpedt, 
have  of  late  deeply  afte&ed  me:  the  fpirit  of  Goli- 
ath rages  from  every  quarter:  its  power  I  feel, 
the  low  ftate  of  the  church  is  evident,  and  my 
own  weaknefs  ftares  me  in  the  face.  I  would  be 
glad  to  dwell  in  obfcurity,  and  have  my  name  blot- 
ted out  of  remembrance.  There  are  many  called 
foldiers  among  us,  but  oh  !  how  few  of  fuch  as 
are  loyal  to  the  King  of  kings,  and  whofe  work  is 
diligently  to  eftablifh  his  government ;  infomuch 
that   fuch  children  as  I  am  are  ready  to  conclude, 
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that  if  we  move  at  all,  our  hand  muft  be  againft 
every  one,  and  every  ones  hand  againft  us  :  for 
though  retirement  is  what  above  all  things  I  would 
choofe  for  myfelf,  yet  if  I  apprehend  myfelf  called 
to  fervice  at  all,  it  is  the  fervent  prayer  of  my 
fpirit  to  be  prefer ved  therein  from  the  fear  of  any 
man,  and  from  doing  the  work  deceitfully:  never- 
thelefs,  the  fecret  feelings  of  my  mind  feem  to  fay 
unto  the  feed,  that  "  bonds  await  you."  May  we 
then  poflefs  our  fouls  in  patience,  and  not  fear  in 
feafons  appointed  to  contend  for  our  faith  ! 

2d  month  1784 — Being  affected  with  the  general 
caufes  of  difcouragement,  and  fo  much  afflicted 
with  fome  particulars,  I  am  ready  at  times  to  con- 
clude, I  cannot  hold  faft  my  faith  without  waver- 
ing in  this  time  of  trial.  You,  my  beloved  friends, 
have  your  fhare  of  exercife  ;  and  whatever  others 
do,  be  you  faithful  unto  death,  fpiritually  and  natu- 
rally, and  then  will  your  fervices  be  crowned  with 
that  life  which  cannot  be  gainfayed.  We  have 
much  difloyalty  among  us  to  the  King  of  kings, 
and  fome  who  are  his  fubjects  want  to  take  from 
him  an  improper  fhare  of  rule.  Seeing  thefe 
things,  let  us  be  lowly,  and  fhelter  ourfelves  under 
the  fpirit  of  the  Lamb,  that  the  prevalence  of  this 
alone  may  be  the  weapons  of  our  warfare:  though 
we  experience  him  to  be  flain  as  from  the  founda- 
tions of  the  world,  and  have  to  go  down  into  dif- 
fering with  him,  and  our  faith  deeply  tried,  yet 
let  us  remember  that  He  lives  and  reigns  for  ever, 
and  that,  notwithftanding  the  combined  powers 
of  darknefs,  of  the  increafe  of  His  government 
there  fhall  not  be  an  end. 

Our 
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Our  paffage  through  life  is  like  a  journey 
wherein  are  difficulties  and  fnares ;  and  where- 
in we  find  many  who  fay  they  are  going  to  the 
fame  port,  and  who  think  they  have  found  out, 
from  longer  experience  and  fuperior  wifdom,  a 
better  and  fomewhat  different  road  ;  but  when  we 
believe  them,  and  make  a  little  trial  of  their  path, 
how  have  we,  with  painful  fteppings,  to  return  to 
our  tribulated  pilgrimage  ?  I  feel  deeply  engaged 
in  my  fpirit,  that  I  may,  and  that  we  all  may, 
look  to  our  own  ftandings  not  even  to  the  moft 
approved  inftruments  for  inftruction,  when  our 
application  ought  to  be  to  the  Spirit  and  example 
of  our  Holy  Head  and  High  Prieft. 

nth  month  1784 — I  am  really  very  poor,  but 
whether  enough  fo  I  cannot  tell.  I  am  however  ra- 
ther more  contented  than  when  thou  faw  me  laft, 

having  been  a  fhort  time  with ,  and  fecretly 

comparing  trials  a  little  has  done  me  good  :  indeed 
I  think  it  is  a  wife  way,  when  we  imagine  ourfelves 
under  fuffering,  to  look  into  the  pages  of  another's 
book,  and  meditate  in  their  probations.  Here  we 
number  our  own  bleffings,  and  a  language  fome- 
times  unexpectedly  arifes,  cc  what  fhall  I  render 
unto  Thee   for   all  thy  benefits  ?" 

ift  month  1785 — Though  outward  feparation, 
and  other  circumftances  inherent  to  our  peculiar 
flat  ions,  may  fometimes  blunt  the  continual  keennefs 
of  natural  affection  ;  yet  the  pure  cement  of  true  re- 
ligious union  being  more  durable  in  its  nature,  and 
of  a  more  preferving  quality,  it  can  never  be  dimi- 
nifhed,  as  our  fpirits  become  more  end  more  influ- 
enced thereby,  and  we  fo  transform! 
ings  of  the  mind,  as  not  only  to  pr 
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divine  will  concerning  us,  but  to  yield  obedience  to 
all  its  requirings.  Under  this  holy  and  fpiritual  ca- 
nopy is  prefervation  and  peace  ;  and  while  the  car- 
nal mind,  and  the  wifdom  thereof  is  perplexed,  and 
cxpofed  to  almoft  continual  fluctuation  and  disturb- 
ance, they  that  are  gathered  here  (not  from  fpecu- 
lation,  or  the  line  of  another's  experience)  but  from 
a  living  and  heart-felt  fenfe  of  the  certainty  of  di- 
vine truth,  can  acknowledge,  "  we  have  a  ftrong 
city  and  that  falvation  is  appointed  for  walls 
and  bulwarks."  Oh !  that  we  may  more  and  more 
know  our  dwellings  to  be  within  this  holy  enclo- 
fure  *,  for  the  incorruptible  inheritance  is  no  where 
clfe  to  be  found,  than  in  knowing  the  divine  will, 
and  doing  it. 

7th  month  1785 — There  is  a  love  which  I  truft  is 
ours,  independent  of  vifible  iigns,  and  diftinguifhed 
by  that  freedom  which  the  truth  gives,  whether  it 
be  in  fpeaking  or  in  being  filent.  The  fubftance  of 
true  friendship  is  hidden;  and  it  is  not  of  a  corrupt- 
ible nature,  if  we  keep  it  in  its  right  foil.  Though 
its  branches  are  often  cut  down  by  the  good  Huf- 
bandman,  yet  the  ftump  is  faftened,  like  that  wc 
read  of,  with  a  band  of  iron  and  brafs  in  the  tender 
grafs  of  the  field;  and  when  we  renewedly  experi- 
ence that  the  Moft  High  reigneth,  it  puts  forth 
again,  and  excellent  dignity  is  added  unto  it.  I 
feel  as  I  write  an  affectionate  nearneis  to  you,  and 
oh  !  may  we  all  io  dwell  under  the  dew  of  hea- 
ven, and  the  times  and  difpenfations  appointed  to 
pafs  over  us,  as  that  the  joy  of  the  Lord  may  fully 
become  our  ftrength  ! 

8th  month  1785 — Perhaps  this  may  find  thee  in 
defoldte  place,  wh  ites  thee  in 

the 
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the  renewed  feeling  of  fympathetic  affection,  and 
comfortable  hope  that,  through  the  multiplied  trials 
of  thy  day,  and  of  the  prefent  journey,  thou  wilt  be 
fecretly  fupported  with  the  arm  of  Omnipotence, 
and  refrelhed  after  many  weary  fteps,  with  the 
ftreams  of  divine  confolation  •,  fo  that  thou  wilt 
(till  be  able  to  do  all  things,  through  Him  that 
ftrengtheneth  thee. 

My  mind  is  much  with  thee  and  thy  valuable  com- 
panions, and  fometimes  I  think  I  feel  a  fellowfhip  in 
fome  of  your  fufferings,  not  doubting  but  a  meafure 
of  them  is  mingled  in  the  cup  of  your  prefent  fer- 
vice :  and  why  ihould  it  not  be  fo,  when  wc  conii- 
der  the  tribulated  path  of  the  great  Mafter,  and  that 
it  is  enough  for  the  fervant  to  be  as  his  Mafter,  and 
the  difciple  as  his  Lord.  The  wife  purpofes  of  the 
great  Potter  are  not  always  feen  ;  there  are  many 
things  in  the  procefs  of  forming  the  clay,  or  a  peo- 
ple to  His  praife,  the  neceffity  whereof  is  not  always 
manifeft  to  thofe  that  ftand  by,  and  I  have  thought 
that  in  the  line  you  are,  have  been,  or  may  be  led 
in,  fome  among  you  may  find  openings  to  fervices, 
which  not  being  found  in  the  pages  of  paft  experi- 
ence, may  occafion  doubts  and  difmay,  and  perhaps  a 
profitable  query,  hath  the  Lord  done  this  ?  yet 
alfo  profitable  to  remember,  that  it  is  not  for  the  in- 
ftrument  to  fay  to  him  that  ufeth  it,  "  what  doeft 
thou?"  I  do  not  wonder  at  your  feelings  in  being 
fo  feparated  in  perfon  from  the  vifible  church.  I  re- 
member, though  in  a  lefs  degree,  fimilar  imprefiions 
which  have  never  left  me  ;    and  ind  is 

comforted  in  finding  an  in 

and  value  for  the  precious  fellowfhip  of  the  brother- 
hood,   though  it    is    not  always  found  in  an  entire 
P  2  larky 
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fimilarity  of  profpefts,  and  of  ways  and  means  of 
profecuting  good,  fo  much  as  in  an  uniform,  upright 
concern  for  the  profperity  of  the  caufe,  which  under 
the  fhadow  of  heavenly  inftruftion,  is  one  of  the  befl: 
cements  that  fellow  travellers  can  experience.  We 
mould  be  glad,  in  our  palling  along,  to  find  more 
of  it  •,  and  were  this  united  engagement  to  appear 
in  an  honeft  fearch  into  the  real  irate  of  indivi- 
duals, of  families,  and  of  meetings,  fome  of  Jeri- 
cho's walls  might  fall  in  the  conteft,  and  people's 
attention  get  turned  to  defolated  Jerufalem.  But 
it  is  a  land  of  mifts  and  fogs,  yea,  in  fome  places,  of 
clouds  and  of  thick  darknefs :  may  that  over-ruling 
power  which  has  its  ways  in  the  deeps,  difpel  thefe 
temporary  things,  and  ufher  in  a  greater  difplay  of 
pure  light,  that  they  who  are  engaged  to  work, 
and  are  appointed  for  it,  may  work  in  the  light, 
and  fully  approve  themfelves  children  thereof. 

nth  month  1785 — I  feel  for ,  and  wifli 

her  an  increafe  of  faith,  or  a  more  free  exercife  of 
that  which  fhe  has,  that  fo,  it  may  fully  be  accom- 
panied with  fuch  works  as  the  great  Father  of  the 
family  has  affigned  her  ;  perhaps  both  fhe  and  I 
would  fare  better,  did  we  look  more  inward  and 
lefs  outward  in  our  reflections  upon  ourfelves,  and 
for  every  future  fupply  of  wifdom  and  ftrength. 
It  is  furely  a  wonderful  attainment  to  live  by  faith ; 
it  is  deep  beyond  human  penetration,  and  feems  to 
comprehend  all  that  is  needful  for  a  follower  of 
Chrift  to  experience  :  but  the  trial  of  it  remains  to 
be  more  precious  than  that  of  gold,  and  preferable 
to  the   bell:  of  our  faculties   that  we  can  fubftitute 

for  it.      Poor ,  (lie  has  often  felt  near  to  my 

life.      It  is  the  poor  that   can  moft  feelingly  falute 

the 
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the  poor,  and  dip  with  them  in  their  afflictions  ;  go 
with  them  to  the  houfe  of  mourning  ;  and,  when 
the  holy  anointing  is  poured  forth,  rejoice  together 
in  hope. 

i  ft  month  1786 — I  hope  that  county  is  by  this 
time  profitably  villted,  or  rather  the  {ecd  therein, 
a  place  where  I  once  thought  it  was  the  hardeft  to 
find  (however  in  myfelf)  of  any  I  was  ever  in. 
But  places  and  perfons  alter  \  and  where  death 
moft  reigned,  perhaps  life  may  now  moft  eminently 
abound  ;  and  life  is  never  more  acceptable  than 
when  it  fucceeds  a  total  death,  nor  light,  than 
when  it  fprings  out  of  the  greateit  obfcurity.  To 
dwell  with  that  which  teaches  to  die  daily,  and  to 
be  preferved  from  the  fleep  of  carnal  death,  is  an 
attainment  I  fometimes  covet  \  but  flefh  and  blood 
had  rather  be  futtained  with  a  little  of  yeiterday's 
manna,  and  retain  a  former  evidence  of  life,  than 
undergo,  from  day  to  day,  in  religious  fer vices,  the 
conflicting  exercile  of  being  buried  in  baptifm, 
though  it  is  blefled  with  the  refurreclion  of  divine 
virtue  and  power  :  and  the  realbn  I  apprehend  is, 
becaufe  no  fleih  can  glory  herein  ;  it  therefore  op- 
poses this  work,  and  the  refilling  of  this  oppofition 
with  the  little    ftrength  we  have,   truly  occaiions  a 

continual  warfare  to  the  chrilnan  traveller. 

The  prcfent  is  a  fcene  of  conflict  and  probation  ; 
but  when  we  are  ftrengthened  to  look  over  it,  to 
that  glorious  habitation,  whofe  walls  are  faivation, 
whofe  gates  are  praife,  and  whole  inhabitants  no 
more  fay  they  are  fick  ;  there  is  fomething  fo  ani- 
mating in  the  profpect,  that  we  sure  willing  to  endure 
all  things  to  attain  it.  Let  us  then  take  coura 
hope,  and  faithfully  endeavour  to  do  our  prefent  beft. 
P  3  4th 
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4th  month  1786 — We  have  often  converfed 
about  friends  in  Ireland,  and  felt  the  glow  of  true 
love  therein  ;  which,  though  not  much  expreiTed 
to  themfelves,  is  yet  a  living  fpark  in  all  our 
breafts,  which  many  waters  cannot  quench  •,  nor 
will  long  feparation  be  able  to  erafe  thole  epiftles 
which  are  written  by  the  finger  thereof,  and  in 
which  there  is  a  liberty  fometimes  allowed  for  the 
ipirit  to  meditate,  with  a  degree  of  ftrengthening 
ccrifoiation,  efpecially  when,  by  the  clearnefs  of 
the  characters,  we  find  one  another  as  fellow  pil- 
grims, travelling  after  the  refurrection  of  pure 
life,  and  making  {ready  advances  towards  that  city 
which  hath  foundations.  Upon  this  object.  I  fome- 
times fix  my  eye,  with  renewed  refolutions,  through 
holy  help,  to  prefs  forward  through  the  difficulties 
of  the  prefent  fcene,  and  to  count  all  things  but  as 
drofs  and  dung  that  I  may  win  Chrift,  and  be  found 
in  him  ;  not  having  on  my  own  righteoufnefs,  but 
the  righteoufnefs  of  faith  in  Chrift,  that  thereby  I 
may  attain  the  refurrection  of  His  power,  the  fel- 
lowship of  His  fufferings,  and  be  made  conformable 
to  His  death.  The  fpirit  is  willing  thus  to  endure, 
but  the  fiefh  and  its  inherent  propenfity  to  eafe, 
creates  a  warfare,  wherein  I  fometimes  fear,  the 
natural  and  beft  life  will  entirely  fall. 

5th  month  1786 — We  are  fometimes  like  pil- 
grims whofe  faith  and  patience  are  at  a  low  ebb ; 
and  were  it  not  for  the  gracious  condefcenfion  of 
Him  who  regardeth  even  the  fparrows,  and  whofe 
arm  of  everlafting  ftrength  is  underneath  in  feaforis 
of  drooping  and  difmay,  we  fhould  be  ready  at 
times  to  faint  •,  but  it  is  the  renewings  of  holy  help 
that  become   ftrength  in  weaknefs  to  thofe  that 

put 
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put  their  truft  in  it  •,  and  is  a  prefent  Efficiency 
when  we  are  not  able  to  provide  for  ourftlves. 
May  thou  be  fully  grounded  in  this  truft,  that 
thereby,  in  times  of  discouragement  and  fifting, 
thy  ftability  may  endure,  and  thy  expex 
creafe  in  the  knowledge  that  all  things  work  to- 
gether for  good,  to  thofe  that  truly  love  the  ap- 
pearances or  manifeftations  of  the  divine  will.  I 
believe  thou  knoweft  that  I  dearly  low  rhee,  and, 
I  may  add,  have  felt  fweet  unity  with  thy  ipirit  ; 
and  therefore  hope  ever  freely  to  pour  into  thy 
mind  any  little  hints  which  may  in  that  love  re- 
vive towards  thee.  And  now,  as  thou  haft  put 
thy  hand  to  a  good  work,  let  me  fay,  look  net 
back;  and  when  the  certainty  of  thy  being  rightly 
anointed  for  it  is  withdrawn,  which  is  no  uncom- 
mon trial,  look  not  then  to  the  fentiments  of  others 
for  fupport  and  encouragement  ;  but  labour  after 
true  quietude  and  patience  of  foul,  whereby  thou 
mayeft,  with  comfortable  affurance,  in  the  right 
time,  have  thy  head  railed  in  hope,  and  thy  growth 
in  religious  experiences  be  lefs  fuperfkial,  than  I 
fear  is  often  the  cafe  even  with  thofe  who  havr 
been  put  forth  by  the  heavenly  fhepherd.  There 
is  no  confolation,  no  confidence,  wifdom,  or 
ftrength,  like  that  which  proceeds  from  the 
and  hidden  fpring,  whereunto  we  muft  learn  to  dig, 
if  ever  we  are  rightly  grounded  in  the  work  of  fa  ra- 
tification :  and  as  the  divine  will  is  our  fanJ 
tion,  if  we  obey  it  •,  be  not  flack  in  furrendering 
thyfelf  thereto.  I  write  not  thefe  things  from  an 
apprehenfion  that  thou  needs  them  more  than 
others,  for  my  fentiments  of  thee  are  very  different ; 
but  I  wiih  thee  to  fet  out  independent  of  any  initru- 
P   4  mental 
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mental  help,  except  that  which  is  fent  from  the 
fountain  of  purity  ;  and  to  look  to  no  example  fur- 
ther than  it  is  confiftent  with  the  holy  pattern. 

7th  month  1786 — I  remember  it  is  faid,  that 
even  "  when  the  fons  of  God  met  together,  Satan 
came  alio  among  them  ;"  fo  that  if  he  did  fo 
again,  it  was  no  new  thing  ;  and  we  are  inftructed 
by  the  angel  how  to  deal  even  with  him  ;  not  to 
bring  a  railing  accufation,  but  patiently,  and  with 
chriftian  fortitude,  to  commit  the  great  caufe  to 
that  power  which  can  protect  it,  and  rebuke  the 
adverfary,  but  not  in  our  way,  and  in  our  time  ; 
for  it  is  in  general  moft  eminently  difplayed  when 
the  creature  is  reduced,  and  nothing  left  in  us  that 
can  boaftingly  exult  even  over  Satan  himfelf.  To 
behave  ourfelves  wifely  in  the  church,  humbly  and 
•watchfully  to  fear  meddling  with  things  too  high 
for  us,  things  into  which  our  minds  are  not  renew- 
edly  baptized,  is  a  care  which  I  wifh  we  may  ever 
preferve  ;  for  herein  a  godly  jealoufy  over  ourfelves 
and  our  own  fpirits,  will  help  to  centre  us  in  that 
meeknefs  for  which  the  paths  of  true  judgment 
are  appointed,  will  give  a  right  feeling  of  what  is 
oppolition  to  the  truth,  and  what  is  not,  and  how 
to  ufe  the  armour  of  light ;  which,  when  rightly  put 
on  in  meetings  for  difcipline,  unfolds  the  fimplicity 
of  truth,  and  difcovers  the  pure  difinterefted  foun- 
dation of  thofe  who  are  engaged  to  contend  for  the 
faith.  It  is  becoming  the  nobility  of  the  caufe  of 
righteoufnefs,  to  fee  its  warriors  fo  unfeeling  of 
perfonal  oppofition,  as  to  return  good  for  evil,  and 
patiently  to  endure  all  things,  feeking  an  opportu- 
nity to  blefs,  by  candidly  opening  each  others  un- 
derstandings, and  then  generoufly  forgiving.    There 

is 
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is  no  doubt,  but  that,  in   our  fociety,   if  the  root 
and  ground  of  chriftian  difcipline  in  ourfelves  were 
attained  to,  and  abode  with,  meetings  for  the  pro- 
mulgation   of  it   in  the   general,   would  be  more 
owned  by  their  members  being  baptized  by  one  fpi- 
rit  into  one  body,  and  more  crowned  with  that  life 
which  is  peculiarly  in  referve  for  thole,   who  have 
been  faithful  to  the  death  of  the  crofs  in  them- 
felves.       I   am   often  humblingly   convinced,  that 
whatever  I  do  in  the  facred  offices  of  the  church, 
if  it  be  the  fruit  of  fpeculation,   a  lively  imagina- 
tion, or  only  a  defire  to  render  myfelf  ufeful,  how- 
ever fuitable  it  may  feem,  yet  not  proceeding  from 
fome  little  influence  of  the  holy  anointing,  which 
lets  me  fee  myfelf  with  others,  it  is  fure  to  leave 
a  painful  corroding  fenfe  upon  my  own  mind,  which 
I  am  afraid  I  have  fometimes  charged  others  with 
being  the  caufe  of  rather  than  myfelf.     Thus  dan- 
ger appears  on  every  hand.,   except  we  are  watch- 
ful and  humble  \  but  "  the  humble  the  Lord  teach- 
eth  of  his  ways,  and  the  meek  he  guides  in  the  paths 
of  judgment  :   "  thy  gcntlenefs  (/aid  David)  hath- 
made  me  great." 

8th    month    1786— -I   fee  abundant  occafion  to 
watch  the  fpring  in  myfelf  from  whence  my  rejoic- 
ings and  depreffions  come.      Self  is  a  fubtil 
infinuating  itfelf  into  the  company  of  the  pureft  in- 
tentions, and  appro\ed  fervices,  claiming  a  (har< 
their   peace,  and  of  the   fpoil   of  the   molt 
ous  victories  over  e\  it  itfelf.      A  fur- 

nace, however,   is    wi  ireci  far  gold  J  wl 

this  drofs  difcovers  itfelf  by    feparation  ;•  fi 
we  are  zealous  enough  to  get  rid  of  it,  \ 
quently  retire  to  the  teft,   fubmit  to  \ 
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gree  of  purification  the  great  Refiner  fees  meet, 
and  cheerfully  endure  hardnefs  under  His  gracious 
protecting  power  ;  for,  according  to  my  experience, 
I  take  this  redemption  of  the  pure  life  from  all 
felf-feekings,  to  require  the  clofeft  combat,  and 
moil  intrepid  perfeverance  of  a  chriftian,  in  order 
to  gain  accefs  to  that  river  which  makes  glad  the 
city  of  God,  and  to  inherit  the  promifes  of  the 
gofpel  in  their  own  purity  \  where  the  edge  of  ma- 
ny forrows  and  trials  is  blunted,  when  they  have 
nothing  to  ftrike  at  but  holy  humility.  O  it  is  a 
blefled  experience  wh'ch  my  foul  fervently  craves  ! 
I  fometimes  think  I  gain  a  little  ground  towards  it, 
when  a  difcovefy  of  its  animating  glory,  fubftantial 
feeding,  and  impregnable  defence,  is  made  to  my 
underftanding  •,  but,  on  finding  how  little  capacity 
I  have  to  receive  things  genuinely  divine,  the  ac- 
knowledgment is  readily  made,  that  I  know  nothing 
as  I  ought  to  know,  which  is  only  attained  by 
an  experimental  growth  and  eftablifhment  therein  j 
and  yet  fhort  of  this  I  fometimes  defire  to  find 
no  reft. 

ioth  month  1736 — Experience  teaches  us,  that  it 
is  not  always  we  are  capable  of  even  enjoying  that 
good  and  profitable  communion  which,  by  virtue 
of  the  key  of  David,  is  fometimes  opened  for  our 
prefent  refrefhment  and  encouragement,  in  our 
path  of  deep  proving  and  frequent  difmay  •,  much 
lefs  of  io  refting  in  it,  as  always  to  be  ready  for 
the  expreflion  of  thofe  things  which  are  not  at  our 

command.      I  conclude  thou  knoweft  that - 

has  been  fometime  in  a  low  deprefTed  fituation  of 
mind,  but  her  company  had  a  favour  in  it,  of 
which  (he  herfclf  was  net  fenfible,  as  is  generally 

the 


LETTERS.  341 

the  cafe  with  thofe  who   are  under  the   moft  un- 
mixed difpenfaticns  of  purifying  virtue.    That  ftate 
wherein  all  fenfe  of  comelinefs  is  taken  away,  and 
under  which  wc  are  clothed,  as  the  prophet  Daniel 
thought   himfelf,   with   corruption,   is    that   which 
appears  to  me   the  moft  acceptable,  and  no  doubt 
is  the   beft    prepared  to   receive  the  language   of* 
"  arife,  thou  art  greatly  beloved  of  the  Lord  5"  the 
chaftening   of  thefe    having   been   feen,   and   their 
many  mournings  heard,   by  the  gracious  ear  of  the 
Lord  of  Sabaoth.      How  different  would  things  be 
among  us  as   a  people,  if  all  thofe  who  wifh  to  be 
confidered  as  under  the  divine  forming  hand,  and 
who  are  ready  to  ftep  into  fervice,  were  but  enough 
emptied,   and   their   beauty    ftained   in   their    own 
eyes  !    many  fpacious  buildings  on  a  fandy  founda- 
tion would  then  be  thrown  down,  and  there  would 
be  more  exercife  and  care  in  fearch  of  the  immov- 
able Rock  of  ages,   which   really   in.  many   places 
feems  grievoufly  negle&ed.    My  profpe&s  are  often 
mournful  when   I   look  at  myfelf,   there  weaknefs 
and  inexperience  in  fome  neceflary  refinements  are 
forrowfully  manifeft  ;   and  on  taking  a  view  of  the 
ftate    of  the   viiible   church,   we    fee    many    cf  its 
members  fo  difeafed  that  they  cannot  perform  t! 
allotted  fun&ions,  nor  edify  the  body,  thou 
retain  their  places  there  :    the   redeemed   fanclified 
church  how  fihall  !    and  in  what  a  wildernci: 
So  that  to  look  at  ourfelves,  at  the  degenerate,  or 
the  preferved  church,  minifters  difcourag 
fhews  us  the  necefiity  of  turning  our  attention  a 
ther  way  ;    inward,  inftead  of  outward,   and   th 
waiting  for   the  renewings  of  : 
the  worlds  were  made,    and    r. 
fpiritual  wants  at  the  lirit  aim:  ind. 
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ift  month  1787 — Your  joint  affectionate  faluta- 
tion  came  duly  to  my  hands,  and  with  the  fympathy 
exprefled  in  it,  afforded  me  a  little  of  that  confola- 
tion  which  the  drooping  mind  fometimes  longs  to 
partake  of,  when  meditating  on  its  own  weaknefs 
and  unworthinefs  of  the  renewed  proofs  of  friendly 
regard  and  chriftian  fellowfhip.  It  is  pleafant  indeed 
for  brethren  to  dwell  together  in  unity;  and  O  that 
in  order  to  retain  this  mark  of  difciplefhip,  our  eye 
may  be  fingle  !  for  this  leads  to  a  communion  ftill 
more  excellent  and  pure,  than  that  which  we  enjoy 
with  each  other  in  this  mixed  ftate  of  things,  even  a 
communion  with  the  light  which  difcovers  all 
things,  and  is  the  life  of  thofe  that  believe  in  it. 
Yes  I  do  know  your  path,  and  that  it  is  a  tribulated 
one  :  may  you  run  your  race  therein  with  patience  ; 
for  u  tribulation  worketh  patience,  patience  expe- 
rience, and  experience  hope,  and  hope  maketh  not 
alhamed,  becaufe  the  love  of  God,  (and  not  of 
ourielves)  is  fhed  abroad  in  our  hearts."  Here  is  a 
foundation,  which  the  gates  of  hell  cannot  prevail 
againft,  and  which,  as  we  keep  to  it,  will  preferve 
us  from  being  fcon  fhaken  in  mind,  or  troubled 
with  thofe  changeable  things  which  in  the  courfe 
of  our  pilgrimage  may  befal  us^  I  hope  you  will 
continue  to  keep  in  your  remembrance  a  poor  little 
lifter,  befet  with  many  difcouragements,  and  lifted 
with  many  fears  and  doubtings,  particularly  re- 
fpefting  our  future  movements  ;  for  I  endeavour 
what  I  can  to  leave  the  things  that  are  behind. 

4th  month  1787 — Your  company  was  pleafant  to 
us,  and  the  remembrance  of  you  is  fo,  and  I  truft 
will  continue  as  long  as  the  fincere  engagement  of 
our  minds   is  to  be  branches   in   the  fame  Vine. 

Though, 
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Though,  feparately  and  unitedly,  we  may  experi- 
ence the  chilling  blafts  of  winter,  and  feel  the  dry- 
nefs  and  ftrippednefs  peculiar  to  that  feafon  ;  yet 
learning  in  the  fchool  of  Chrift,  in  every  ftate  to  be 
content,  and  perceiving  with  increaiing  clearnefs, 
where  the  fap  remains,  we  can  rejoice  therein,  and 
falute  each  other  in  true  poverty  of  fpirit. 

4th  month  1787 — I  received  a  kind  encouraging 
letter  from  thee  fome  months  ago,  when,  with  ma- 
ny others,   I  was  about  the  remains  of  our  dear 

friend .      We  had  been  paying,  for  a  few  days 

before,  the  laft  office  of  friendfhip  to  him,  and  were 
witnefTes  to  the  awful  conflicts  of  his  fpirit,  in  ftrug- 
gling,  after  many  years  difobedience  to  the  openings 
of  truth,  for  that  eternal  peace  for  which  his  foul 
was  poured  forth  like  water,  and  his  bones  feemed 
out  of  joint ;  but  divine  compaffion  was  near, 
through  the  efficacy  of  renewed  vifitation,  to  gather 
into  the  heavenly  garner.  The  feafon  was  altoge- 
ther fo  deeply  affecting  to  my  mind,  which  was  low 
and  deprefled  when  I  went,  and  I  got  fo  involved 
in  the  gloomy  paflages  of  death  through  which  he 
had  pafTed,  that  it  feemed  as  if  many  circumstances 
attending  my  continuance  in  mutability,  were  loft 
in  the  profpect  of  that  folemn  period  wherein  mor- 
tality muft  be  put  off*.  But  on  reading  that  part 
of  thy  letter  wherein  thou  fayeft,  that  in  thy  late 
illnefs,  thy  hope  was  abundantly  confirmed  in  the 
invifible  power  of  an  endlefs  life,  I  was  favoured 
with  a  little  glimple  of  the  faints  inheritance, 
which,  at  times,  has  revived  ever  lince,  as  a  cordial 
to  my  mind  ;  for  in  the  courfe  of  divine  wifdom, 
the  hand  of  affliction,  and  deep  Spiritual  probation, 
has  lain  fteadily  upon  me  for  many  months.    Thou 

wouldft 
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wouldft  hear  of  an  illnefs  I  had  at  Sheffield,  which 
occasioned  my  dear  hufband's  hafty  return.  My 
dwelling,  for  iome  time,  feemed  to  be  at  the  gates 
of  death  both  fpiritually  and  naturally  ;  being  in 
that  ftate  wherein  I  could  fay  with  the  fpoufe,  that 
"  I  fought  him  whom  my  foul  loveth,  yea  I  fought 
him  upon  my  bed,  and  found  him  not,"  yet  this 
invifible  Arm  being  underneath,  was  gracioufly  re- 
vealed in  an  acceptable  time,  when,  through  fore 
tribulation,  a  refigned  frame  of  mind  became  more 
my  experience. 

5th  month  1787 — If  the  right  thing  does  but 
prevail  in  the  approaching  folemnity,  it  may  be  a 
time  of  healing.  Thofe  whofe  fpiritual  faculties 
are  alive  in  the  truth,  can  hardly  fail  of  beginning 
to  feel  an  exercife  on  that  account ;  and  no  doubt 
it  is  neceflary  that  it  fliould  be  fo,  in  order  to 
prepare  and  reduce  the  minds  of  friends  to  a  ftate 
of  child-like  Simplicity,  and  that  abafednefs  of  felf, 
which  endureth  all  things,  hath  nothing  to  lofe, 
and  therefore,  with  chriftian  flrmnefs,  rejoiceth  in 
that  tribulation,  by  which  the  pure  lowly  feed  of 
the  kingdom  triumphs  in  overcoming  evil  by  that 
which  is  good.  Thou  and  others  have  had  to 
drink  many  bitter  cups  in  that  place;  and  it  may. 
be  that,  through  patient  perfeverance  in  well-doing, 
in  fecret  fuffering  with  the  feed,  maintaining  the 
faith  in  that  power  through  which  miracles  are 
ftill  wrought,  the  day  is  approaching,  wherein  that 
life  which  is  the  light  of  men,  may  become  more 
confpicuoufly  the  crown  and  diadem  of  our  aflem- 
blies,  and  of  the  fervices  performed  in  the  church. 

5th  month  1787 — I  received  thy  letter,  and  was 
pleafed  to  hear  from  thee,  though  the  account  of 

thy 
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thy  health,  &c.  was  not  fo  favourable  as  might  be 
wifhed ;  but  I  hope  that  after  thou  got  fet  off  from 
home,  and  became  refigned  to  what  had  fometime 
appeared  right,  thou  would  revive  both  in  body  and 
mind.  I  have  frequently  known  it  to  be  the  cafe 
with  myfelf,  having  been  often  worft  juft  before  fet- 
ting  out,  when  the  mind  was  deprefled  with  the 
weight  of  future  engagemnts,  and  loaded  with  the 
fenfe  of  its  own  exceeding  great  weaknefs,  and  ina- 
bility to  do  any  good ;  and  at  the  fame  time,  having 
the  comfortable  enjoyment  of  divine  help  veiled  un- 
til the  needful  feafon.  This  experience  was  never 
more  confirmed  to  me  than  in  the  prefent  journey, 
nor  the  fufficiency  of  that  arm,  which  remains  to 
be  mighty  to  fave,  is  ftrength  in  our  weaknefs, 
and  a  prefent  helper  in  the  needful  time.  If  we 
are  but  favoured  in  our  future  fteppings,  to  increafe 
in  this  experience,  our  trials  which  are  in  the  way 
to  it  will  not  be  too  heavy,  in  comparifon  of  that 
pure  confolation  which  they  produce:  and  as  we 
are  endeavouring  (all  of  us  I  hope)  to  move  forward 
in  a  line  of  fimplicity  and  faithfulnefs  to  what  we 
apprehend  is  right,  do  not  let  us  add  to  our  diffi- 
culties, by  admitting  carnal  rcafonings,  and  tak- 
ing too  much  thought  for  to-morrow  ;  but  rather 
labour  after  that  great  attainment  of  living  one 
day  at  once. 

6th  month  1787 — You  will  fee  by  the  foregoing, 
that  we  are  arrived  at  the  intended  place  of  our 
abode,  and  have  ventured  to  afk  at  Uft  for  a  recom- 
mendation from  our  friends  of  the  monthly  meet- 
ing. I  truft  it  is  with  diffidence,  and  the  hum- 
bling fenfe  that  we  are  liable  to  err,  that  we  take 
this  ftep  ;     and  yet,  as  it  appears  In  the  way  to 

'.ce, 
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peace,  it  is  no  doubt  fafeft  to  take  it,  and  alfo  moll 
confiftent  with  good  order.  We  wifh  not  to  get 
from  under  that  difpofition  which,  in  the  feeling 
of  creaturely  weaknefsj  "  feareth  always,"  left  the 
fubtil,  transforming  enemy  mould  beguile  us,  in- 
duce to  eat  of  that  which  is  not  good,  and  beget 
a  confidence  in  our  own  ftrength  and  fufficiency 
to  preferve  ourfelves.  A  felf-righteous  fpirit  is 
greatly  to  be  dreaded ;  and  though  a  ftate  of 
doubting  and  difcouragement  is  attended  with 
many  more  forrows,  yet  if  the  faith  remains  un- 
fhaken,  it  is  at  times  refrefhed  with  that  precious 
dew,  and  the  fpringing  up  of  that  well  of  life,  which 
make  amends  for  all,  fecretly  replenifh  the  droop- 
ing, yet  waiting  mind,  and  encourage  it  to  prefs  for- 
ward in  the  way  which  the  vulture's  eye  hath  not 
feen,  nor  any  natural  fiercenefs  ever  trod  therein. 
Well !  I  truft  fo  much  we  may  fay,  that  our  minds, 
fince  leaving  England,  have  been  bowed  in  contri- 
tion before  him  who  fees  in  fecret,  and  fettled, 
fometimes,  in  a  quiet 'dependance  upon  his  almigh- 
ty Arm,  rather  defiring  to  be  fuftained  in  obfcurity, 
than  to  be  accounted  any  thing  among  men. 

8th  month  1787 — Your  joint  falutation.was  truly 
acceptable  •,  for  though  our  love  was  not  leflened, 
yet  the  fenfible  feeling  of  it,  on  reading  your  letter, 
was  comforting  to  us,  and  ftrengthened  the  defire, 
that  neither  heights  nor  depths,  things  prefent  nor 
things  to  come,  may  ever  be  able  to  feparate  us,  ei- 
ther from  the  love  of  the  great  Shepherd,  or  from 
any  of  his  faithful  flock  j  of  which  number,  may 
we,  beloved  friends,  approve  ourfelves  in  all  humi- 
lity and  godly  care,  enduring  hardnefs  as  good  fol- 
diers  of  Jefus  Chrift,  and  not  in  our  wills  entangling 

ourfelves 
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ourfelves  with  the  affairs  of  this  life;  but  feeking 
above  all  things  to  pleafe  Him  who  hath  mercifully 

called  us  into  the  fpiritual  warfare.    Ah  poor 

indeed!  any  thing  that  denotes  the  entrance  of 
the  wolf,  feems  to  touch  my  tenderer!:  feelings  ; 
becaufe  that  little  part  of  the  great  Shepherd's  flock 
has  been  peculiarly  vifited,  and  their  welfare  the 
object  of  my  frequent  and  fervent  folicitude.  Oh 
what  need  there  is  of  watchfulnefs  !  truly  the  wolf 
cometh  to  tear  and  deftroy,  though,-  in  order  to 
deceive,  he  may  put  on  the  fheep's  clothing:  fo 
that  nothing  but  the  true  light   can  difcover   the 

hidden  things   of    his   difhonefty. 1  have  had 

caufe  to  fay,  fince  leaving  my  native  country,  that 
the  divine  hand  is  full  of  bleflings,  and  that  our 
real  comforts  depend  not  fo  much  upon  outward 
circumftances,  as  on  that  holy  attractive  influence, 
which  at  times  gracioufly  opens  a  paflage  for  the 
humbled  mind,  out  of  the  cumbers  and  difcourage- 
ments  of  the  prefent  time,  into  a  ftate  refem- 
bling  the  green  paftures  of  life,  and  enables  to  lie 
down  in  quiet  refignation  as  befide  the  ftill  waters ; 
leaving  future  events,  when  we  have  done  our  beft, 
to  that  power  which  can  turn  the  wildernefs  into 
a  fruitful  field,  and  caufe  the  fruitful  field  to  be 
counted  for  a  foreft.  When  this  good  is  merci- 
fully near,  and  we  are  favoured  with  the  common 
comforts  of  life,  there  ought  to  be  a  grateful  ac- 
knowledgment thereof,  as  well  as  obedient  re- 
turns. 

8th  month  1787 — Thy  brotherly  falutation  con- 
firmed a  hope  1  had  entertained,  that  there  lived  in 
both  our  minds  fuch  a  degree  of  true  love,  that  whe- 
ther we  thus  converfed  together,  or  not,  we  fliouki 

Dcverthelefi 
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neverthelefs  be  favoured  to  feel  one  another  In  our 
refpective  lots,  and  experience  the  truth  of  that  fay- 
ing, "  deep  uttereth  unto  deep."  My  dwelling,  in 
general,  has  feemed  fo  much  in  twilight,  that  medi- 
tation fuited  me  better  than  action,  and  the  increafe 
of  my  acquaintance  with  the  everlafting  Friend, 
whofe  name  is  Wonderful,  and  whofe  works  are 
inconceivably  fo  to  the  natural  mind,  has  feemed  an 
enjoyment  of  the  very  eflence  of  all  friendihip. 
In  feafons  of  awful  retirement,  fince  I  came  this 
time  to  this  land,  my  fpirit  has  faluted  the  few 
fathers,  the  brethren  and  lifters,  yea,  and  the  in- 
ftructors  too,  whofe  counfel  is  the  counfel  of  truth, 
and  whofe  joy  is  in  its  profperity:  and  O!  that  my 
fteppings  among  you,  may  be  fuch  as  to  bring  no 
difhonour,  nor  be  the  occafion  of  fhimbling  to  any  I 
I  wifh  to  be  the  companion  of  fuch  as  faithfully 
and  fecretly  labour  for  the  increafing  prevalence  of 
gofpel  power  ;  that  fo,  through  its  purifying  and 
fanctifying  operations,  every  work  may  be  wrought, 
2nd  become  an  object  of  the  bleffing  which  makes 
truly  rich.  Tribulations  are  undoubtedly  the  lot 
of  all,  who  are  feeking  to  follow  their  Lord  and 
Mafter  in  the  Regeneration  ;  but  He  who  knows 
what  they  ftand  in  need  of,  in  His  own  due  and 
appointed  time,  reveals  to  them  His  confolations,  if 
they  are  willing  to  dive  deep  enough  for  them ; 
for  thou  knoweft  it  is  in  the  deeps  that  wonders 
are  feen,  and  pearls  procured.  If  I  knew  how  to 
put  into  words,  the  variety  of  my  fentiments  and 
feelings  fince  coming  to  Clonmel,  the  freedom  I 
feel  with  thee  rather  urges  me  to  it ;  but  fomeway 
or  other,  they  feem  enveloped  in  an  undefigned  fe- 
crecy,  and  whenever  I  attempt  to  unfold,   there  is 

a  fudden 
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a  fudden  reftraint,  like  the  turning*  of  a  double 
lock,  and  a  wife  and  gracious  intimation,  to  keep 
in  my  tent.  The  Lord  is  the  tent  of  Jacob.  How 
deferable  is  it  then  to  be  of  the  wreftling  feed,  the 
Jews  inward,  "  of  the  circumcifion  that  worfhip 
God  in  fpirit,  rejoice  in  Chrift  Jefus,  and  have  no 
confidence  in  the  flefh  :"  for  thefe,  knowing  in 
whom  they  have  believed,  have  the  refuge  of  the 
righteous  to  flee  to  ;  and  being  thus  exercifed  and 
favoured,  no  matter  how  little  and  fimple  fuch  ap- 
pear, how  much  they  feel  their  own  weaknefs,  nor 
how  prcftrate  they  lie  at  the  feet  of  their  Mafter, 
where,  with  reverent  attention  His  gracious  words 
are  heard  and  received. 

I  have  often  feared  that,  for  want  of  faith 
enough  herein,  and  a  patient  waiting  in  the  abafe- 
ment  of  felf,  for  the  renewed  revelation  of  the  di- 
vine will,  the  carrying  forward  of  the  Lord's  work, 
both  in  individuals,  in  the  vifible  church,  and  in 
the  earth  in  general,  fhould  be  retarded  ;  and 
thofe  defigned  to  be  the  inftruments  thereof 
fhould  forbear  to  follow  the  Lamb  through  fuffer- 
ing,  and  to  fight  under  His  banner,  fhould  lofe 
that  hope  which  maketh  not  afhamed  (becaufe  the 
love  of  God  is  ihed  abroad  in  the  heart)  and  call: 
away  their  fhield,  as  though  it  had  not  been 
anointed.  Well  !  may  we  profit  by  thefe  confidera- 
tions  ;  and  looking  forward  beyond  the  things 
that  are  feen  which  are  temporal,  to  the  things  that 
are  not  feen  which  are  eternal,  hold  faft  our  faith, 
and  the  profeflion  of  it  without  wavering,  feeing 
that  he  is  faithful  who  hath  mercifully  called  us. 

I  obferve  thy  eoniignment  of  a  few  lovely  plants 
to  my  care  •,  but  hoping  and  believing  that  they  are 

divinely 
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divinely  cared  for,  and  are  already  taught  where 
to  feek  their  own  bread,  I  feel  particularly  cauti- 
ous of  being  the  means  of  drawing  their  attention 
to  any  fource  of  comfort  or  inftruftion,  inferior  to 
that  which  has  been  opened  in  the  fecret  of  their 
own  fouls.  I  wifh  them  to  be  more  and  more  ac- 
quainted with,  and  fingly  to  rejoice  in,  the  voice 
of  their  beloved  ;  and  I  know  this  is  all  thou  covets 
for  them.  But  we  muft  both  allow,  that  vifited 
minds  are  fometimes  in  danger  of  feizing  and  reft- 
ing  in  fecondary  confolations,  by  placing  an  undue 
dependance  upon  the  inftrument  of  their  good, 
and  being  thus  prevented  from  getting  down  to 
thofe  nether  fprings,  where,  with  pure  and  humble 
rejoicing,  the  fpirit  draweth  water,  and  no  flefh 
glories.  I  do  not  mean  that  thefe  dear  girls  are  in 
any  danger  of  being  too  much  attached  to  me  :  be- 
caufe  they  have  neither  occafion  to  be  fo,  nor  are 
fo  unwife  ;  but  though  I  love  them,  and  have  ap- 
prehended myfelf  conftrained  to  demonftrate  it, 
yet  my  own  ftate  generally  feels  an  object  of  the 
compaflion  and  fympathy  of  the  feebleft  traveller 
Zion-wards  ;  and  this  confeioufnefs  makes  me  keep 
much  at  home,  and  moftly  in  my  chamber,  where 
the  fweet  fociety  of  my  beloved  Robert  Grubb,  and 

our  truly  valuable  ,   fends  back,  now  and 

then,  a  rifing  figh,  and  urges  me  to  number  my 
bleffings  ;  fetting  before  me  the  comfortable  expe- 
rience of  the  Apoftle,  which  I  am  zealoufly  prefix- 
ing after,  that  of  learning  "  in  all  ftates  to  be 
content. "  We  have  been  favoured  with  many 
epiftolary  vifits  from  our  friends  in  England,  which 
are  not  unlike  little  brooks  by  the  way  ;  but  ah, 
we  may  fit  by  them  until  they  dry  up  !  however, 
comforts  they  are  in  their  proper  places. 

9th 
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9th  month  1787 — Every  bleffing  is  at  the  difpo- 
fal  of  unerring  wifdom  •,  and  our  true  enjoyments 
are  generally  proportioned  to  the  refignation  our 
minds  attain,  to  furrender  whatever  we  pofiefs  to 
the  turnings  of  the  divine  hand  \  counting  nothing 
truly  good  but  what  is  purified  by  it.  This  is  a 
ftate  which  fweetens  the  bittereft  cups  •,  and  fees 
beyond  the  tranfient  gratifications  of  a  worldly  fu- 
perficial  fpirit  ;  and  is  only  arrived  at  by  a  fingle 
attention  to,  and  humble  waiting  and  dependance 
upon,  the  fecret  monitions  of  the  fpirit  of  truth. 
— Pleafant  profpects,  or  enjoyments  of  any  kind, 
are  often  much  veiled  from  my  view,  or  fhaded 
with  a  gloom,  which  the  fallacy  of  human  judg- 
ment, and  the  futility  of  all  natural  gratifications, 
caft  upon  the  moft  lively  and  lawful  ideas  :  having, 
therefore,  fixed  our  eye  upon  one  glorious  object, 
O  may  it  be  preferved  fingle  to  the  end  of  the 
race  !  that  our  running  being  with  patience,  and  the 
fteps  we  take  attended  with  light  at  the  finifhing  of 
the  work  affigned  us,  we  may  then  be  indifputably 
convinced,  that  having  had  no  continuing  city  here, 
we  have  found  one  which  hath  foundations. 

9th  mom  — As  the  prefent  fcene  is,  con- 

fident with  the  nature  of  things,  chequered  with  a 
:y  of  circumftances  and  feelings,  we  muft  en- 
deavour after  that  fortification  of  fpirit,  which  fo 
endures  all  things  as  to  profit  by  them,  and  render 
Ives  objects  of  the  care  of  the  great  Shepherd. 
Juit  to  arrive  at  an  attainment  of  this  kind,  is  nearly 
all  our  drooping  minds  are  led  to  defire,  without  any 
extraordin;  rtions  for  nts  out  of  the 

appointment.  I  feem,  at  times,  more 
with  doubts  and  fears;    faith 

is 
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is  often  deeply  tried,  and  fuch  depreffions  for  a  little 
while  come  over  me,  that  confeious  of  having  ven- 
tured, at  the  call,  to  walk  as  on  the  fea,  and  the 
fupporting  evidence  withdrawn,  my  fecret  cry  re- 
fcmbles  poor  Peter's  when  he  faid,  M  fave  Lord  or 
I  perifh."  Nothing  fhort  of  divine  compaffion, 
and  the  renewed  extenfion  of  holy  help,  can 
ftrengthen  us  to  prefs  forward  with  acceptance 
through  the  few  fucceeding  probations  of  our  day, 
and  open  in  us  that  eye  of  faith  which,  looking  be- 
yond them  all,  brightens  at  the  glory  that  fhall  be 
revealed  unto  thofe,  whofe  garments  have  been 
wafhed  and  made  white  by  the  fpirit  and  power  of 
the  Lamb.  There  is  fomething  in  us  fo  prone  to  fet- 
tle down  at  eafe  in  profperity,  that  without  fome 
fatherly  chaftifements,  we  might  forget  from  whom 
we  receive  our  fpiritual  and  temporal  bleffings. 

ioth  month  1787 — My  mind,  on  returning  and 
fince,  was  favoured  with  a  fecret  humble  truft  that 
I  was  not  out  of  the  way  of  my  duty,  in  accom- 
panying to  Ennifcorthy  and  Carlow,  nor  in  leaving 
you  at  the  latter  place;  though  my  ftay  afterwards 
in  Waterford  was  not  unaccompanied  with  that 
mortification,  wherein  no  flefh  can  glory,  and  which 
was,  no  doubt,  in  mercy  difpenfed  to  us,  to  keep  the 
poor  veffel  in  fuch  a  degree  of  fanftification  and  ho- 
nour, as  to  be  at  all  fit  for  ufe  in  the  fpiritual  family. 
I  conclude  that  I  need  more  of  this  kind  of  difpen- 
fations  than  others,  becaufe  I  think  more  of  them 
falls  to  my  lot,  which  proves  there  is  more  to  mor- 
tify. But  though  I  often  im?gine  myfelf  ready 
to  faint,  yet  my  fervent  prayer  is  that  I  may  not 
utterly,  but  rather  be  ftrengthened  to  endure  the 
crofs,   and  defpife  the  fhame  of  creaturely  abafe- 

ment, 
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ment,  looking  to  the  Author  of  all  true  faith, 
for  fuch  renewed  fupplies  as  to  fleer  fafely  through 
this  uncertain  ftate  of  being,  and  for  ability,  in 
the  due  and  appointed  time,  to  finilh  the  wifely 
allotted  portion  of  work,  in  reverent  dependance 
that  that  which  is  right,  and  abundantly  more  than 
we  deferve,  will  be  mercifully  recompenfed.  In  the 
fervice  wherein  thou  art  now  engaged,  I  truft  help 
will  not  fail  of  being  afforded  in  the  needful  time, 
fo  as  to  give  you  all  abundant  caufe  humbly  to 
acknowledge,  in  the  winding  up  of  your  vifit,  that 
ye  have  lacked  nothing.  Perhaps  the  line  of 
your  proceeding,  as  to  pafling  from  place  to  place, 
is  right;  but  fome  way  my  mind  follows  you  with 
a  fort  of  regret,  that  more  time  was  not  allowed 
to  have  vifited,  if  truth  had  opened  the  way,  the 
families  of  friends  in  the  ftation  of  minifters  and 
elders.  There  is  much  truth  in  a  common  faying, 
that  the  work  which  is  well  done,  is  twice  done  ; 
and  though  this  may  be  found  the  more  mortify- 
ing and  arduous  part  of  the  fervice,  yet  the  necef- 
fity  and  propriety  of  it  being  great,  the  peace  refult- 
ing  from  faithful  labour  therein,  would  no  doubt 
have  been  proportioned.  But  this  feems  like  an 
unfeafonable  hint,  and  I  do  not  know  any  ufe  there 
may  be  in  dropping  it,  except  by  way  of  preface  to 
an  obfervation  I  was  about  to  make,  that  friends 
upon  religious  vifits  often  appear  to  be  cramped  in 
their  pafling  along,  from  a  fort  of  human  prudence 
which  dictates  their  making  a  long  firing  of  ap- 
pointments, perhaps  exceeding  what  is  perceived 
by  the  eye  of  faith:  thus  they  may  be  prev< 
from  approving  themfelves  thofe  Ample,  humble 
followers  of  the  great  Matter,   which  in  the  iiinv- 

rity 
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rity  of  their  own  hearts  they  have  earneftly  defired 
to  be.  Whether  this  proceeds  from  the  want  of 
faith  in  individuals,  or  the  undifcerned  influence  of 
general  cuftom,  I  know  not,  but  certainly  it  is  a 
fafe  and  hidden  path  which  the  chriftian  traveller 
walks  in,  when,  in  no  refpect,  he  defires  to  take 
the  lead,  but  refignedly  gives  himfelf  up  to  be  led, 
ftep  by  ftep,  through  the  difficulties  of  his  allotted 
line  of  fervice. 

nth  month  1787 — I  received  this  morning, 
with  comfort,  the  long  retained  token  of  thy  af- 
fection-, and  can  allure  thee  I  am  poor  enough  to 
enter  with  heart-felt  fympathy,  into  the  fituation 
thou  defcribes,  poflfeffing  nothing  whereon  to  build 
hopes  of  divine  acceptance,  unlefs  renewed  by  the 
creative  word  of  Omnipotence,  and  replenifhed 
with  ftrength  to  hold  on  my  way.  Let  us  not 
then  caft  away  our  confidence,  nor  conclude  our- 
felves  unprofitably  tried,  when  we  fee  ourfelves  as  » 
we  are  •,  but  rather  rejoice  in  this  tribulation,  and 
temptation  to  call  in  queftion  all  that  felfifh  pro- 
priety, which  human  nature  would  fubtilly  fuggeft 
to  us  as  wrought  by  the  heavenly  Hand.  Count  it 
all  joy  that  thou  art  fo  clothed  with  a  fecret  fenfe 
of  corruption,  and  art  fenfible  of  thy  own  inca-» 
pacity  to  do  any  good  thing  ;  and  rather  deflre  to 
live  long  under  thefe  humbling  impreffions,  than  to 
be  taken  away  from  all  opportunity  of  magnifying 
that  "  grace,  by  which  thou  art  what  thou  art," 
poor  as  thou  thinkeft  thyfelf.  Should  we  be  fooliih 
enough  to  think  we  know  any  thing,  the  voice  of 
Wifdom  would  foon  inform  us,  that  we  know  no- 
thing as  we  ought  to  know  :  in  patience  then  pof- 
lefs  thy  foul,  and  keep  in  view  an  increasing  refig- 

nation 
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nation  to  every  fecret  pointing  to  duty.  We  are 
very  apt  anxiouily  to  look  for  that  good  in  our 
own  way,  and  in  our  own  time,  which  is  only  to 
be  obtained  by  doing  the  divine  will,  after  we  have 
known  it :  forgetting  that  they  who  err  herein, 
are  beaten  with  many  ftripes  :  if  this  is  not  now  thy 
ftate,  the  hint  will  do  thee  no  harm.  £L 
knows  what  is  beft  for  us,  wifely  makes  us  weary 
of  ourfelves  and  all  vifible  objects,  in  order  to  be- 
get that  hunger  and  thirft  after  righteoufhefs,  to 
which  the  bleffings  and  promife  belong  :  and  fo  to 
attach  us,  in  facred  union  with  himfelf,  and  love 
to  His  caufe,  as  that  in  thefe  days  of  lukewarmnefs 
in  holy  zeal,  when  the  pure  feed,  through  defer- 
tion,  breathes  the  powerful  query,  "  whom  fhall 
we  fend,  and  who  will  go  for  us  ?"  we  may,  in  fin- 
glenefs  of  heart,  and  living  faith  in  divine  fufficien- 
cy,  anfwer,  "  here  am  I,  fend  me,"  Though  this 
feems  an  intercourfe  fuperior  to  what  we  often  think 
is  ever  allowed  us,  yet  the  gentle  movings  of  the  fpi- 
ritual  life,  and  the  fubjected  difpofition  of  our  minds 
thereto,  in  my  apprehenfion,  ftrongly  refembies  it  ; 
and  if  many  vifited  young  people  in  this  land,  as 
well  as  my  own,  had  placed  their  dependance  upon 
the  fanctifying  operation  of  that  facred  fire,  which 
quickens  the  mind  and  prepares  the  facrifice,  rather 
than  confuked  vainly  with  flefh  and  blood,  they 
would  have  been  ftronger  in  the  faith,  and  more  of 
them  righteous  contenders  for  it. 

iith  month  1787 — It  is  by  a  finglc  dependance 
upon  that  divine  and  creative  power,   by  which   all 
things  were  made  that  arc  made,  that  we  find 
things  made  eafy,  and  the  mixture  of  human  C 
fo  ianctified,   as  to  be  rendered   falutary  port 
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the  immortal  part  in  us  is  ftrengthened  to  afcend,  as 
with  wings  of  faith  and  love,  that  mountain  fpoken 
of  by  the  prophet,  where  "  nothing  can  hurt  or  de- 
ftroy."  A  true  gofpel  fpirit  fo  ftrongly  refembles 
this  defirable  habitation,  that  when,  in  fome  degree 
of  its  own  purity,  it  breaks  in  upon  our  impoverish- 
ed minds,  we  are  renewedly  convinced  that  flelh  and 
blood  hath  not  revealed  it  unto  us  ;  but  humbly  fub- 
mitting  to  its  operations  and  directions,  felf  becomes 
of  no  reputation,  "  and  the  Lord  alone  is  exalted  in 
that  day."  I  feel,  as  I  am  writing,  a  fecret  breath- 
ing for  thy  brother's  and  thy  prefervation,  and  en- 
couragement to  purfue  invariably  the  one  thing 
needful,  becaufe  it  is  fealed,  that  that  lhall  never  be 
taken  away.  The  purity  and  permanency  of  heaven- 
ly treafure,  are  objects  of  no  fmall  magnitude  to  the 
enlightened  mind,  which  has  feen  the  fluctuation  of 
viiible  enjoyments,  and  the  vanity  of  all  its  efforts, 
without  divine  affiftance,  to  obtain  the  fmalleft  par- 
ticle of  true  fpiritual  bread,  or  one  drop  of  that  con- 
ization which  is  only  derived  from  the  pure  gift,  or 
well  in  us  Springing  up  into  life  everlafting.  But  it 
is  not  enough  to  be  enlightened  ;  we  muft  alfo  wait, 
in  the  abafement  of  felf,  for  the  thing  fpoken  of  and 
defired;  and  be  willing  to  accept  the  Apoftle's  exhor- 
tation, not  .to  be  conformed  to  this  world,  but  trans- 
formed by  the  renewing  of  our  minds,  fo  as  to  prove 
what  is  the  good  and  perfect  and  acceptable  will, 
and  then  to  do  it,  even  at  the  lofs  of  human  appro- 
bation, and  all  the  riches  of  the  unregenerate  will 
and  wifdom  of  the  creature.  Here  we  learn  the 
myftery  of  buying  the  truth,  and  felling  all  that  we 
have  for  it;  a  myftery  which,  among  many  more, 
is  hid  from  the  wife  and  prudent,  and  revealed  unto 

the 
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the  babes  in  Chrifr.  I  often  lament  my  unfitnefs  to 
receive  thefe  things,  and  a  difpofition,  out  of  the 
clearnefs  and  power  of  the  gofpel,  to  accommodate 
myfelf,  particularly  in  company,  to  a  worldly  fpirit, 
rather  than  fuffer  as  a  fool  for  the  feed's  fake  j  and 
yet  I  truft  I  am  making  war  againft  it,  and  have 
victory  in  view. 

ift  month  1788 — To  be  furnifhed  with  that  ex- 
cellent armour  thou  fpeaks  of,  is  truly  defirable,  and 
when  without  it,  the  prayer  of  my  heart  is,  quietly 
to  keep  in  my  tent ;  and  even  with  it,  to  make  no 
boaft,  nor  to  ufe  it  but  by  renewed  commiiiion.  It 
is  one  of  the  effentials  for  the  poor  chriftian  travel- 
ler in  every  {ration  in  life  ;  becaufe  of  the  open 
attacks,  the  fide  blows,  and  crafty  purfuits  of  our 
unwearied  adverfary.  I  feel  them  daily,  and  long 
for  an  increafe  of  ftrength  to  refill:  him,  fteadfalt 
in  the  faith.  He  many  times  feeks  to  make  our 
hearts  fad,  when  the  Lord  has  not  made  them  fad, 
and  to  perplex  and  embitter  our  paffage  through 
life,  when  he  perceives  that  that  is  the  length  of 
his  chain.  We  propofe  fetting  off  for  Cork  in 
the  morning.  Even  that  is  a  burden  ;  and  I 
might  foon  work  myfelf  up  to  believe  that  I  am  not 
able  to  go  half  way  to  Clogheen.      How  admirably 

e,   and  adapted   to   the   weaknefs  of  our  frame, 
that  exhortation  of  the  great  Matter,  "  take  no 
thought  for  to-morrow:"     this  and  fuch  like  com- 
panionate  counfclj   fomethnes  drops  into  my  mind 
in  the  midft  of  my  cc  nd  proves  to  be  words 

of  that  kind  which  both  winds  and 

2d  month  178S — The  root  of 

affection  be  alive,  yet  there  is  but  one 
prefcribed  in  divine  oeconomy  for  it  feft  itfclf 

Q^2  in 
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in  the  branches,  by  caufing  them  to  bud,  bloflbm, 
and  bear  fruit;  and  that  being  the  fpring-time  of 
divine  favour,  when  the  Sun  of  Righteoufnefs 
breaks  forth  upon  the  Lord's  plantation,  we  muft 
wait  for  it  in  patient,  though  earned  expectation, 
that  as  our  abiding  is  in  the  allotment  of  pure  wif- 
dom,  the  winter  (however  long)  will  in  time  be 
paft,  the  rains  and  tempefts  will  fubfide,  the  time 
of  the  finging  of  birds  come,  and  the  voice  of  the 
turtle  be  heard  in  our  land:  then,  though  we  en- 
joy it  in  but  a  fmall  degree,  we  can  falutc  each 
other  in  fpirit  and  word,  and  hail  all  thofe  who, 
like  Mary,  are  bearing  precious  feed,  let  their  fta- 
tions  in  religious  or  civil  fociety  be  what  they  may. 
A  falutation  of  this  fort  fprings  in  my  heart  to 
my  endeared  friends ;  to  the  parents  who  have 
known  Him  that  is  from  the  beginning,  and  to 
the  younger  branches  who  have  meafurably  been 
ftrengthened  to  overcome  the  wicked  one  ;  fin- 
cerely  defiring,  that  as  we  have,  through  abundant 
mercy,  been  begotten  again  to  a  lively  hope  by  the 
power  of  the  firft  refurreftion,  we  may,  through 
our  varied  exercifes,  keep  our  eye  fingle  to  the  pre- 
fer v in g  power  of  divine  love,  and  to  that  inheritance 
which  is  incorruptible  a*id  fadeth  not  away,  referved 
in  heaven  for  thofe  who  are  kept  by  the  virtue  there- 
of, and  the  precious  gift  of  faith  unto  the  laft  day. 
For  herein  is  great  joy,  when  outward  circumftances, 
and  the  accufer  of  the  brethren  fpeak  trouble;  here 
the  tabulated  chriftian  traveller  finds  an  undefiled 
reft,  and  by  the  light  commits  his  fpirit  in  pure 
refignation  to  the  guiding  hand  of  Omnipotence ; 
feeling  to  the  confolation  of  his  afflicted  foul,  that 
for  all  his  omiffions  and  commiffions,  he  has  an  ad- 
vocate 
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rocate  with  the  Father,  not  an  High  Pricft  that  can- 
not be  touched  with  a  feeling  of  cur  i  :,  but 
one  tempted  in  like  manner,   and  who  knows  how 
to  fuccour  thofe  that  are   tried.      V 
Pfalmiit,   who  was  fo  largely  acquainted   with   the 
dealings  of  infinite  wifdom,  exclaim,  u  h 
lent  is  thy  loving  kindnels,  O  Lord ;   becaufe  I 
of,    the   ions   of    men   put   their    tn 
lhadow  of  thy  wing." 

3d  month  1788 — We   were   at   th 
meeting  here  jrefterday,   and   had   a 
meeting  in  the  evening,  in  both  of  which,  I  I 
we  were  owned  by  the  Matter  of  . 
afTemblies,  and  might  have  been  1 
tion,  and  a  willingnefs  to  appear  weak  an:!  - 
we  are,  had  been  more  experienced.     I  often  think 
that  if,  in  this  refpe<ft,  we  were  fufficiently  hi - 
we  fhould  fare  better  than  we  do;   and  that,  1 
we  were  prefer ved  from  foolifh  preaching,  the  fool- 
ifhnefs  of  preaching  {as  the  worldly  wife  eiteem  it) 
when  in  the  demonstration  of  the  lpirit,   would  be 
bleiTed  beyond  our  conception,  and  made  fomel 
like  the  barley  loaves  by  which  tlie  □  were 

fed.      We  know  our  own   employments  ;   but   the 
myfterious  workings  of  the  heavenly  hand,  in  carry- 
ing forward  the  redemption  of  the  nations  frc 
fall,  are  wifely  concealed  from  us  :   yet  the  inquifi- 
tivenefs  and  judgments  of  the  creature!)-  | 
lead  us  into  difcouragements  in  the 

Cmplicity  of  little  children,  do  as  we  are  b; 
and  leave  the  event  to  Him  who  knows  befc 
and  when,   to  ufe  the  weak   and   foo  igs  of 

this  world,  to  confound  the  wifdom  of  the  w 

3d   month    1788 — By   way   or"  f    for    my 
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filence  let  me  fay,  that  writing,   in   many  refpe&s, 
lefs  fiiited  the  difpofition  and  qualifications  of  my 
mind,  for  many  months  back,  than  a  filent  medita- 
tion upon  the  nothingnefs  of  felf;   which   was  far 
from   always    obftrucling  the  fweet  circulation  of 
chriftian  fellowfhip,  and  folicitude  for  the  preferva- 
tion,  under  the  fhadow  of  the  Holy  Wing,   of  all 
thofe  who,  by  difpenfations  unerringly  wife,  are  in- 
volved in  the  depths  of  difcouragement  and  difmay, 
with  refpect  to  their  own  ability  to  promote  any  good 
word  and  work,  and  yet  whofe  diffident  minds  are 
often    aflaulted    by    the  accufer  of  the  brethren. 
Thefe  have,  however,  no  occafion  of  cafting  away 
their  confidence,  when  they  reflect  upon  the  manv 
deliverances  which  they  have  received  through  the 
communication  of  eternal  help,  and  remember  the 
gracious  promife  of  the  great  Matter,  to  thofe  who 
dwell  under  his  righteous  government  ;     "  lo  !     I 
am  with  you  always,  even  to  the  end  of  the  world." 
— You  are  as  epiftles  written  in  my  heart,  wherein 
I  often   meditate   with  fecret   comfort,   under   the 
belief  that  you  are,   in  unerring  wifdom,   deiigned 
to  be  fellow-helpers  in  promoting  the  caufe  of  truth 
and  righteoufnefs,   and  fellow  travellers  in  the  way 
thereof.      If  you   meet   with  trials  and  difficulties, 
you  know  there  is  nothing  new  in  that ;   they  have 
ever  attended  the  footfteps  of  the  flock  \   and  when 
we  are  careful  not  to  multiply  them  by  any  default 
of  ours,  they  are  fo  many  proofs  of  our  being  the 
followers  of  a  fuffering  Lord,   which  are  fealed  by 
our  extracting  benefit  from  them,  and  fanctifled 
by  obedience.     Hold  on  then  as  you  have  begun  ; 
"  count  nothing  too  near,  or  too  dear  to  part  with 
for  Chrift's  fake  and  the  gofpel's ;    fear  not  that 

humiliating 
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humiliating  baptifm,  which  crucifies  us  to  the  world, 
and  the  world  unto  us  ;  and  may  the  Shepherd  of 
Ifrael  lead  you  as  his  own  iheep,  convey  to  you  the 
indifputable  intelligence  of  his  own  will,  and  fo  pre- 
ferve  you  in  a  ftate  of  fidelity  to  himfelf,  as  that  none 
fhall  be  able  to  pluck  you  out  of  his  holy  Hand  ! 

1788 — It  is  a  favour  that  the  beft  root 

needs  no  great  profefEon,  or  fpecious  words  to  nou- 
rifh  it ;  it  is  not  ftrengthened  by  a  multitude  of  luxu- 
riant branches,  though,  if  it  be  alive,  it  will  difco- 
ver  itfelf  by  little  buddings,  blofibmings,  and  fruit. 
While  therefore  we  are  not  unprofitably  anxious, 
in  time  of  winter,  for  that  which  is  net  to  be  had, 
neither  let  us  be  too  unconcerned,  when  the  full 
time  is  come  for  the  manifeftations  of  the  life  of  the 
tree,  nor  count  them  of  little  value,  but  cherifh  and 
protect  them,  left  fome  indifcreet  hand,  or  ipirit  in 
ourfelves,  ihoukl  rub  orF  that  wherein  is  hiddenly 
contained  the  choiceft  fruit,  and  fo  render  the  com- 
ing of  the  fpring,  and  the  genial  influence  of  the 
Sun  of  Righteoufnefs,  ineffectual  to  us.  Many  cau- 
tions are  neceflary  under  this  fimile,  for  even  when 
a  tree  bids  fair  for  profiting  and  enriching  thole 
who  pofTefs  it,  if  that  which  it  is  to  produce  in  the 
fulnefs  of  time,  be  gathered  before  it  is  ripe,  it  lets 
the  teeth  of  the  eater  on  edge,  and  caufes  the  tree 
to  be  evil  fpoken  of.  Thus,  on  many  hands, 
gers  occur  to  us  in  the  conduct  of  our  gifts,  in  re- 
ligious and  civil  departments.  How  needful 
then,  to  afk  wifdom  where  it  is  to  be  had,  and  to 
ufe  it  when  we  have  it  ;  and  alio  to  cultivate  that 
prudence  which  is  her  fitter  in  fervice,  and  which 
often  oppofes  plans  of  our  own  contrivir. 
are  fentiments  which,  though  thrown  one  to  you, 
Q^  4  tend 
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tend  to  fliew  me  where,  and  how,  I  often  mifs  my 
way ;  and  excite  me  to  review  the  confideration  of 
that  merciful  kindnefs,  which  is  fometimes  extend- 
ed to  us  in  a  very  low  eftate  ;  when,  in  our  own 
eyes,  we  feem  moft  undeferving  of  that  help  which 
can  alone  lift  up  our  heads  in  hope,  when  the  floods 
of  affliction  prevail,  and  the  billows  pafs  over  us. 
May  we  deepen  in  our  experience  of  the  Lord's  fa- 
therly dealings  with  us ;  that  fo,  approving  ourfelves 
more  and  more  babes  in  Chrift,  our  knowledge  of 
the  myfteries  of  the  kingdom  may  be  pure,  and  of 
that  preferving  nature,  that  never  puffeth  up. 

1788 — It  is  not  becaufe  thou  and  thy 

dear  wife  were  forgotten  by  us,  that  neither  my 
hufband  nor  I  have,  fince  our  return  from  England, 
dropped  you  a  line.  Silence,  on  my  part,  has  chiefly 
originated  in  a  confcioufnefs  that  I  have  not  been 
deep  enough  in  my  fpirit,  fo  to  draw  water  out  of 
the  wells  of  falvation  as  to  be  able,  in  true  religi- 
ous fympathy,  profitably  to  vifit  thy  often  difcou- 
raged  mind.  To  feel  our  incapacity  to  minifter,  in 
a  fpiritual  fenfe,  a  cup  of  cold  water  to  ever  fo  fee- 
ble a  difciple  (unto  whom  we  may  neverthelefs  be 
bound  in  a  conftant  friendfhip)  is  a  merciful  im- 
preffion  ;  becaufe  it  humbles  us,  and  feals  upon  our 
ipirits  that  invariable  truth,  that  "  there  is  none 
good  but  one."  What  is  this  fenfe,  but  the  anoint- 
ing itfelf,  which  has  holy  certainty  in  it,  feeing  that 
it  is  no  lie.  Except  it  abide  in  us  to  this  effect,  our 
profeffion  of  being  believers  is  vain ;  we  fhall  grow 
weary  in  the  chriftian  life,  and  our  own  righteouf- 
nefs  will  foon  exhauft  our  ftrength:  for  fupplies 
from  the  eternal  Fountain  would  foon  ceafe  were  we 
to  appropriate  them  to  the  profecution  of  ends  which 

the 
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the  Lord  never  required  at  our  hands,  and  neglect 
that  life  of  faith,  of  humble  dependance  upon  the 
pure  gift,   and  thofe  precious  influences,   hope  and 
charity,  which  conftrain  us  to  render  unto  the  great 
Law-giver,  in  His  time  only,  whatsoever  he  requires 
at  our  hands,  though  incomplete  and  foolifh  to  the 
unilmplified  mind.      I  often  wiih,   on  my  own  ac- 
count,  to  be  more  in  fubftance  than  I  am.      That 
infinite  kindnefs   has   made   me  a  partaker  of  the 
common  falvation,   has   fhed  abroad  in  my  heart  a 
meafure  of  his  love,  and  ftrengthened  me,  at  times, 
to  lay  hold  on  eternal  life,  I  truft  the  deceivablenels 
of  unrighteoufnefs  will  never   be  fuffercd  to   draw 
me  from  the  belief  of:   but  I  look  at  the  office  of  a 
gofpel  minifter  with  an  awful nefs  which  convin* 
me,    that    there    are   baptifms,    humiliations,    and 
deaths  peculiar  to  it  5    and  that,  except  thefe   are 
often  renewed,   in   order  to  ftrip  oiT  the  plumage 
of  paft  experience,  and  of  that  knowledge  of  hea- 
venly things,  which,  being  like  yefterday's  manna, 
cannot  fuftain,  but  fubtilly  puffs  up  the  mind,  t. 
babe's  ftate,  unto  which  the  myfteries  of  the  king- 
dom are  unfolded,  is  unattainable,  and  the  inferip- 
tion  of  holinefs  unto  the  Lord  is  v 
they  are  not  cleanfed  through  the  word  fpoken  111 
them-     What  will  it  do  tor  us,  even  to  be  called  to 
the  work  of  the  miniilry,  if  we  fubmit  not  to  thofe 
purgations  which  unerring  Wifdom  appoints  ?    We 
may  become  veuels  □ 

ufe  another  fimile,  if  wc  fuffer   not   ourfelves,  in 
chriftian  patience,  to  be  bund]  \  with  the 

rods,  and  to  be  as  deftitute  of 
may,   for  want  of  complying  wit 
means  01  fruitfulnefsj  fruftrate  the  divine  p  .. 
Q^5  di:.- 
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diftinguifh  thofe  who  are  invifibly  preferved  by  the 
hidden  life.  Perhaps  it  may  not  be  unfafe  to  con- 
clude, that  in  our  fociety  there  are  fuch  defects  ^ 
but,  as  an  individual,  I  find  it  fafeft,  in  conformity 
to  the  great  Matter's  command,  to  judge  not,  ex- 
cept, through  the  fpirit  of  the  Son,  the  judgment 
of  the  everlafting  Father  is  known  :  and  at  fuch 
feafons,  the  mind  is  too  much  humbled  vainly  to 
feed  on  this  revealed  knowledge. 

9th  month  1788 — Thy  letter  faluted  us  two  days 
after  our  arrival  at  home,  and  was  truly  cordial, 
reviving  with  great  fweetnefs  our  love  and  friend- 
fhip  with  thee  and  thy  dear  wife,  and  alfo  ftrength- 
ening  our  hope,  that  He  who,  we  truft,  directed 
our  fteps  to  your  parts,  and  mercifully  preferved  us 
through  many  jeopardies,  will,  as  you  and  we  fur- 
render  ourfelves  to  His  all-wife  difpofal,  fo  carry 
on  the  eternal  purpofe  cf  his  will  as  to  increafe  our 
fruitfulnefs  to  His  glory;  and  though  very  remotely 
fituated  one  from  another,  make  us  partakers  of 
the  fame  living  fountain,  whofe  waters  purify  and 
gladden  the  baptized  members  of  the  church  of 
Chrift  where-ever  fcattered,  or  however  obfeured  by 
the  general  cloud  of  darknefs  which  the  profeflors 
of  chriftianity  are  too  apt  to  content  themfelves 
in.  But  as  the  eternal  purpofes  of  God  are,  the 
election  of  His  own  precious  feed  in  us,  (the  Lamb 
that  was  flain)  and  the  reprobation  of  that  fpirit 
or  feed  of  the  ferpent,  which  with  all  the  wrath 
and  artifice  of  a  fallen  fon  of  the  morning,  is  ever 
feeking  to  oppofe  the  coming  of  the  kingdom  of 
the  Meffiah,  how  ought  we  to  watch  and  be  fober; 
confidering  ourfelves  no  longer  fafe,  nor  objects  of 
divine  favour,  than  while  our  fpirits  and  affections 

are 


LETTERS.  365 

are  dedicated  to  his  righteous  control,  cleanfing 
and  fanctifying  by  the  converting  influence  of  His 
own  power.  The  feed  of  the  kingdom,  through 
divine  mercy  remaining  in  us,  and  a  difpofition  to 
cherifh  and  embrace  it,  preferves  from  the  fin 
which  grieves  the  Spirit,  and  leads  into  < 
Wherefore,  to  ftand  in  that  which  is  elect,  and  to 
experience  redemption  from  that  fpirit  which  wars 
with  it,  ought  invariably  to  be  our  aim  ;  and  if, 
in  a  purfuit  fo  efifentially  neceffary,  we  meet 
fuffering  and  deep  fpiritual  conflict,  yet  remember- 
ing how  inferior  it  all  is  to  what  He  met  with,  who 
being  truly  the  good  Shepherd,  laid  down  His  Bfc 
for  the  fheep  ;  and  experiencing  Him  to  be  in  us 
the  hope  of  glory,  the  afflictions  of  The  pi 
time  are  counted  light,  and  the  omnipotence  of  the 
Lord's  everlafting  arm  (as  we  fingly  depend  upon 
it)  found  to  give  victory  over  the  enemies  of  our 
own  hearts  •,  to  lead,  in  the  meeknefs  o<: 
through  periecutions  from  without,  and  to  build  up 
in  the  true  faith  and  fteadfaftnefs  of  the  great  Cap- 
tain, who  goes  forth  conquering  and  to  conquer. 
I  know  that  religion  is  in  a  ftate  with  you,  as  well 
as  with  us,  which  requires  a  patient  waiting  and- 
quiet  hoping  for  the  falvation  of  God  ;  which  is 
often  near  to  be  revealed  when  we  faint  in  our 
minds,  and  therefore  fail  of  inheriting  thi 
the  patriarch  Jacob  wrcftled  {or,  through  a  night 
of  faithful  and  fuccefsful  ex: 

heavenly  treafure,   my  beloved  friend  and   brother 
in  the  truth,  is  fecretly  and  ftronj 
my  heart  often  meditates  u 
tion  •,     and,  in  the  renewings  of  gofpel  1 
and  thy  valual  F  my 
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bone,  and  flefli  of  my  flefli.  May  the  God  of  all 
grace  and  confolation  ftrengthen  and  fuccour  you  ! 
and  I  moft  affuredly  believe  he  will,  as  your  love 
of  his  inward  and  fpiritual  appearance,  and  glorious 
work  among  men,  grows  as  a  tree  of  righteoufnefs, 
bringing  forth  fruit  in  its  feafon,  and  enduring  with 
humble  fubmiffion,  every  wintry  and  pruning  dif- 
penfation.  "We  have  heard  fomething  of  thy  prof- 
peel:  of  devoting  thyfelf  to  the  education  of  chil- 
dren ;  a  work  peculiarly  wanted  in  your  fociety, 
and  which,  if  thou  enters  into,  in  the  fimplicity  and 
fincerity  which  truth  gives,  will,  there  is  no  doubt, 
be  a  bleffing  to  many,  and  thou  thereby  rendered  a 
feeling  fubferiber  to  that  truth,  "  he  that  watereth, 
is  watered  himfelf."  Thou  mayeft  rind  it  an  ardu- 
ous undertaking,  and  attended  with  mortifying  cir- 
cumftances;  but  the  liberal  foul  (though  it  may 
fuller)  knows  beft  how  to  travel  profitably  through 
them  all.  It  is  not  human  approbation  that  we 
ought  to  depend  upon,  or  have  iingly  in  view;  but 
our  ftudy  fliould  be  to  fhew  ourfelves  approved  unto 
God  •,  and  then,  whatever  vocation  in  His  wifdom 
we  are  placed  in,  or  however  weak  we  may  feel  our- 
felves, we  {hall  have  no  juft  caufe  to  be  afhamed. 

nth  month  1788 — I  can  feelingly  fubferibe  to 
the  truth  of  what  thou  fayeft,  that  it  is  good  to 
fpend  one's  days  in  the  bands  of  a  free  and  fincere 
friendfhip,  and  in  the  unity  of  a  folid  and  conftant 
faith.  We  are  favoured  with  many  in  rhefe  parts, 
who  have  been  mercifully  gathered  to  the  pure 
fpring  of  eternal  life,  where  true  love  and  unity 
originate,  and  from  whence  they  bring  forth  accept- 
able fruits  $  but,  as  thofe  confolations  fometimes 
abound,  fo  do  tribulations^  on  account  of  the  fpirit 

of 
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of  the  world,  and  many  other  fnares,  by  which  the 
enemy  of  all  good  is  daily  feeking  to  draw  afide  ; 
and  for  want  of  watchfulnefs  and  care,  he  prevails 
to  the  great  hurt  of  fome,  and  cafting  a  made  over 
the  purity  and  fimplicity  that  there  is  in  the  gofpel 
of  Chrift.  So  that,  notwithstanding  we  are  en- 
compafled  with  many  bleffings  and  advantages,  we 
are  not  without  our  portion  of  trials  ;  and  can  there- 
fore, in  much  fympathy  and  love,  dip  in  fpirit 
with  thee,  and  feel  thee  as  a  fellow  traveller  in  that 
path  of  fuffering  and  probation  which,  in  infinite 
Wifdom,  is  caft  up  for  the  regeneration  and  efta- 
blifhment  of  all  thole  who  walk-  in  it,  and  hold  out 
unto  the  end.  Fear  not,  neither  be  difmayed, 
though  thou  feel  thyfelf  as  a  folitary  bird,  as  a  peli- 
can in  the  wildernefs,  or  a  fparrow  upon  the  houfe 
top  ;  He  that  is  in  thee,  is  greater  than  he  that  is 
in  the  world  ;  His  wifdom  will  direct  thee,  His 
counfel  guide  thee,  and  His  everlafting  omnipotent 
arm  fuftain  thee,  as  thy  faith  is  fteadfaft  therein,  and 
thy  patience  maintained  in  travelling  through  the 
abating  difpenfations  which  may  fall  to  thy  lot :  for 
I  do  believe  thou  art  intended  to  be  a  man  for  God, 
and  no  wonder  then,  if  thou  fuffer  perfecution  and 
affliction  :  remember  they  are  but  for  a  moment, 
and  light,  compared  with  that  exceeding  and  eter- 
nal weight  of  glory,  which  is  revealed  to  the  poor 
diftrefled  mind,  when  it  looks  beyond  the  "  things 
which  are  feen,  to  the  things  which  are  not  feen." 
I  feel  much  love  to  the  dear  young  people  among 
you,  and  fliali  be  glad  for  them  to  be  told  fo  ;  and 
that  the  good  account  thou  fent  refpe&ing  them  has 
rejoiced  the  hearts  of  many.  If  they  follow  on  to 
know  the  Lord,   their  minds  will  increafe   in  holy 

flabil 
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liability  ;  the  enjoyments  of  this  world  will  fade  in 
their  view  ;  and  an  inward  acquaintance  with  the 
Spirit  of  Truth  will  become  moft  precious  to  them  ; 
they  will  not  do  their  works  (like  the  Pharifees  |  to 
be  {een  of  men,  but  the  folidity  and  weightinefs  of 
their  fpirits,  will  demonftrate  that  they  have  been 
with  Jefus,  from  whom  they  receive  all  their  quali- 
fications to  perform  true  worlhip,  or  to  do  any 
thing  that  is  good. 

ioth  month  1788 — Thy  letter,  which  arrived 
about  a  week  ago,  was  fweetly  refreshing  and  truly 
falutary  to  us  ;  and  I  may  now  tell  thee,  that  though 
acceptable,  as  an  individual  I  needed  it  not  to  revive 
the  ftrength  of  affectionate  attachment  ;  for  my  fpi- 
rit  often  embraces  thee  in  the  Sowings  of  increafing 
love  and  fellowship,  and  feels  thee,  according  to  my 
fmall  meaiure  of  true  knowledge,  in  that  precious 
unity  which  is  better  than  all  words  (though  ever  fo 
frequently  and  finely  exprefled)  without  it.  Were 
it  not  for  this  cordial  drop,  which,  like  oil,  fome- 
times  fwims  on  the  top  of  our  bittereft  cups,  our  faith 
would  hardly  be  ftrong  enough  to  make  us  victori- 
ous over  even  the  little  perplexities  attendant  upon 
this  pilgrimage  and  ftate  of  probation  ;  but  He  who 
knows  that  we  are  "  feeble  folk,"  and  gracioufly  com- 
pafiionates  our  cafe,  becomes  to  us  not  only  the  fha- 
dow  of  a  mighty  rock  in  a  weary  land,  but  teaches 
us  fo  to  build  our  neft  therein,  that,  in  times  of 
ftorm  and  trial,  his  holy  enclofure  preferves  us,  his 
faith  ftays  us,  and  this  rock  pours  out  precious  oil- 
May  our  dwelling  ever  be  here,  and  our  inheritance 
be  enlarged  in  that  which  is  pure  !  then,  let  our  al- 
lotments be  what  they  may,  whether  our  bodies  in- 
habit the  dark,  or  the  more  illuminated  parts  of  the 

earth  ; 
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earth ;  whether  we  are  encompafled  with  forrow 
and  travail,  or  have  to  rejoice  more  fenfibly  in  the 
revealed  falvation  of  the  Almighty  Arm  ;  all  will 
work  together  for  good,  and  we  grow  in  qualifica- 
tion to  worihip  and  magnify  that  great  and  excellent 
Name,  which  only  is  worthy  cf  the  incenfe  that  in 
every  place  and  iituation  is  to  be  offered. 

1  ith  month  1788 — If  I  know  my  own  heart,  it  is 
my  defire  to  know  my  bufinefs,  and  limply  to  do  it, 
whether  it  is  taken  cognizance  of,  or  not,  by  the  tru- 
ly wife  and  honourable  ;  whofe  friendfhip,  though 
fcrengthening,  confoling,  and  therefore  acceptable, 
may  (if  the  heart  be  not  in  fome  degree  redeemed 
and  redeeming  from  the  myfterious  workings  of  felf- 
love)  be  perverted,  and  inftead  of  nourifhing  the 
pure  immortal  part,  build  us  up  in  an  airy  notion  of 
our  own  merits  and  attainments,  and  prove  a  fnare 
inftead  of  a  bleffing.  A  little  acquaintance  with  one's 
own  human  nature,  a  frequent  detection  of  its  cor- 
ruption, and  the  perplexities  into  which  it  intro- 
duces us  when  its  fubrii  arguments  prevail,  are 
enough  to  weary  out  a  mind  blelTed  with  the  leaft 
fincere  afpiration  after  permanent  good,  durable 
riches  and  righteoufnefs  5  and  to  content  us  in  the 
moft  obfeure  fituation,  if,  through  unmerited  mercy, 
it  may  but  be  in  the  courts  of  the  Lord  ;  with  the 
cdarfeft  food,  if  but  miniftered  to  us  from  the  hand 
which  is  full  of  bleffings  ;  and  under  the  moft  un- 
pleafant  work,  if  faith  is  vouchfafed,  that  in  love 
and  pity  it  will  be  accepted.  Some  of  us  here  fed  it 
to  be  a  low  time  \  my  knees  often  are  ready  to 
fmite  together,  and  my  foal  ling  forrowful. 

That  there  are  caufes  in  myfelf,  and  circumfl 
attending  our  prefent  fituation,  I  doubt  not  •,  ik 

me 
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me  wifdom,  and  rejeft  me  not  from  among  thy 
children,"   is  my  fecret  petition. 

I  ith  month  1788 — We  have  twelve  girls,  and  ex- 
pert more  foon  ;  fo  that  thou  wilt  believe  cares  mul- 
tiply upon  us  :  but,  all  our  endeavours  will  be  inef- 
fectual, both  in  this,  and  all  other  undertakings,  ex- 
cept the  bleffing  which  makes  truly  rich,  in  unmerit- 
ed mercy,  refts  upon  them.  Did  the  world  know, 
how  dependant  all  fubftantial  comfort  and  perma- 
nent joy  are  upon  this  heavenly  gift,  people  in  gene- 
ral would  toil  lefs,  think  lefs  of  their  own  wifdom, 
and  more  limply  follow  that  day-ftar  which  arifeth 
in  the  heart,  and  directeth  to  the  pure  life,  in  which 
the  Father  is  well  pleafed.  It  is  a  comfortable  belief 
to  my  mind,  that  thou  art  arretted  by  this  precious 
principle  of  divine  light,  which  difcovers  things  as 
they  really  are.  Be  not  afraid  to  be  led  by  it,  into 
ways  thou  knoweft  not,  and  into  paths  thou  haft 
not  feen  ;  for,  in  due  time,  it  will  difpel  the  dark- 
nefs  before  thee,  and  make  crooked  things  ftraight. 
One  of  the  moft  beautiful,  though  moil:  abafing 
difpenfations,  in  the  true  chriftian  progrefs,  is  that 
of  becoming  as  a  little  child ;  the  judgment  is  here 
taken  away  for  purification,  and  to  be  made  truly 
ufeful  in  the  Lord's  work,  the  foul  breathes  only 
to  the  parent  for  food,  and  depends  upon  no  other 
for  counfel.  It  is  generally  weak,  but  knowing 
itfelf  fo,  it  is  fafe  :  O  happy  ftate  to  be  rightly 
brought  into !  May  we  never  be  afhamed  of  it,  but 
for  our  encouragement  remember,  that  of  fuch  is 
the  kingdom  of  heaven. 

' 1788 — Self  gratification  in  our  own  way 

and  time,  has  not  been  allotted  us  for  the  path  to 
folid  peace  ;  and  if  increaiing  humiliation  ihould 
prove  the  food  moft  convenient  for  us,  we  wifh  to 

accept 
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accept  it  from  that  hand,  which  has  an  indifputable 
right  to  do  with  us  as  feemeth  good  in  the  fight  of 
infinite  wifdom,  and  which  has  power  to  convert 
the   greateft   trials   into  true  fpiritual  refreshment. 

— The  ways  of  infinite  Wifdom  with  thofe  He 
choofes  to  bring  through,  and  redeem  from  the 
fallacy  of  human  underftanding,  and  corrupt 
nature,  are  fo  incomprehenfible  and  humiliating 
as  indeed  puts  us  out  of  the  capacity  of  faying, 
"  what  doeft  thou  ?"  for  who  hath  been  his  coun- 
fellor  ?  feeing  he  giveth  not  account  to  any  of  his 
matters,  until  the  fimplicity  of  a  babe  in  Chriit  is 
attained  unto,  when  he  reveals,  according  to  his 
purpofes,  thofe  myfteries  unto  them,  which  are 
hid  from  the  wife  and  prudent. 

— That  junction  between  the  monthly  meetings 
is  comforting,  if  only  from  the  ftrength  which  the 
few  living  members  may  be  fuffered  to  feel  in  the 
unity  of  one  another's  fpirits,  and  the  bleffing  which 
may  be  upon  their  endeavours  to  walh  one  ano- 
ther's feet,  and  to  bear  up  one  another's  hands. 
That  love  which  has  heretofore  flowed  in  my  heart 
as  a  river,  to  the  poor  in  fpirit  on  that  fide  the 
county,  fweetly  revives  as  I  am  writing,  ur 
renewed  hope,  that  the  eternal  fountain  of  Life  will 
not  be  clofed  among  them,  however  low  and  un- 
worthy they  may  fometimes  feel  th<  to  be 
of  its  pure  refrefhment.  And  if  it  be  in  abur 
mercy  kept  open,  and  they  that  are  acquainted 
with  it  gather  to  it,  having  their  qualifications  from 
it,  and  ufe  them  under  its  inflii  f  will  be 
a  bleffing  one  to  another,  and  more  may  be  gather- 
ed to  an  inward  experience  of  the  fame  purifying 
unction,  than,  in  ibme  feafons  of  ditcouragement, 
they  have  an  idea  of. 

itth 
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1 2th   month    1788 — We  have  been  fitting  in  a 

friend's  family,  where demonftrated  that  her 

mind,  through  all  thefe  ftorms  and  tempefts,  has 
found  where  to  anchor  and  unload  her  veflel,  with 
an  increafe  of  fimplicity  and  obedience.  I  wifh  fhe 
may  now  leave  the  things  that  are  behind ;  and  that 
we  may  all  become  more  and  more,  not  only  as  chil- 
dren, but  as  weaned  children.  To  be  reduced  to 
this  humbled  ftate,  has  not  only  its  mortifications, 
but  its  joys.  The  chriftian's  life  confifteth  not  in 
the  abundance  of  the  apparent  confolations  and 
gratifications  he  poflefles  ;  but  in  the  renewal  from 
time  to  time,  of  the  hidden  manna  which  the  gold- 
en pot  contains,  within  the  veil  of  perifhing  things. 
Thou  knoweft  enough  of  fuch  fituations  as  ours,  to 
make  rtiee  believe  we  are  not  without  a  portion  of 
trials,  (no  doubt  wifely  proportioned  to  us  ;)  yet  I 
dare  not  complain,  having  thus  far,  as  we  have  pair- 
ed along,  found  Him  whom  my  foul  loveth,  in 
whofe  prefence  no  murmuring  has  a  right  to  appear. 
Childlike  fimplicity  is  an  experience  which  every 
chofen  fervant,  however  feeble,  ought  to  endeavour 
for.  We  get  nothing  by  the  contrary  •,  for  by  ever 
fo  much  taking  thought,  we  cannot  add  one  cubit 
to  our  ftature,  or  make  one  hair  of  our  head  white 
or  black.  May  you  proceed  on  this  family  vifit, 
in  the  faith,  nothing  doubting.  It  was  not  the 
abundance  of  bread,  nor  yet  the  finenefs  of  it, 
which  fed  the  multitude  formerly.  For  want  of 
faith,  we  lofe  many  miracles  which  the  bleffing 
would  ftill  effect.  Remember  poor  David's  fling 
and  ftone,  and  out  of  whofe  mouths,  ftrength 
and  praife  are  ordained. 

1 2th  month   1788 — I  received  thy    affectionate 

fifterly 
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fifterly  falutation,  which,  like  a  little  help  to  the 
weak  and  feeble,  was  falutary  and  acceptable.  Be 
aflured  I  am  one  of  the  weak  and  feeble ;  may  I 
therefore  be  wife  enough,  like  thofe  little  creatures 
fpoken  of  in  fcripture,  which  being  feeble  folk, 
build  their  neft  in  a  rock  !  and  truly,  dear  friend, 
were  it  not  for  the  fhadow  at  leaft,  of  this  Rock, 
amidft  the  conflicts  between  nature  and  grace,  the 
mind  would  often  be  overwhelmed,  and  make  the 
forrowful  conclufion,  "  there  is  no  hope."  Ah  this 
Rock  !  how  fafe  a  refidence  is  it  !  and  methinks  its 
obfcurity  from  the  worldly  wile,  and  the  felfifh 
mind,  adds  greatly  to  its  fafety.  I  feldom  get  to  it 
but  by  combat,  which  fhews  that  my  enemies  are 
lively ;  and  though  it  is  fometimes  my  lot,  in  the 
crofs,  to  fet  before  others  their  inherent  infirmities, 
and  transformed  adverfary,  yet  I  humbly  truft  I 
fhall  not,  and  pray  that  I  never  may,  forget  mine 
own. 

1 2th  month  1788 — My  heart  was  favoured  to  en- 
ter a  little  into  thy  aftec~ting  account  of  dear  M.  G's. 
deceafe,  and  your  united  vifit  previous  thereto. 
That  valuable  woman's  laft  days  being  fo  memorably 
employed  in  her  Matter's  fervice,  (after  a  life  of 
diffidence  and  obfcurity,  compared  with  her  religi- 
ous qualifications,  and  attachment  to  the  caule  of 
truth)  was  a  diftinguifhing  mark  of  everlafting  love 
and  favour  to  her.  Her  clofe  feems  fo  lively,  and 
her  fun  fet  in  fuch  brightnefs  and  ferenity,  that  it 
conveys  fomething  animating  to  thofe  who  are  far 
behind  in  fitnefs,  like  myfclf,  to  count  not  their 
lives  dear  unto  themfelves,  if  they  alio  may  fo  finifh 
their  courfe  with  joy.  And  that  humble  tribulated 
difciple  L.  H.  appears  alfo  ready  to  rife  triumphant 

above 
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above  death,  hell,  and  the  grave:  all  that  is  covet- 
ous within  me  exerts  itfelf  in  the  profpeft  of  the 
joyous  fettlements  of  fuch  travailing  fouls,  in  unde- 
nted manfions  where  there  is  no  more  change.  Oh 
that  I  were  but  as  willing  to  commit  my  fpirit  into 
the  divine  hand,  during  my  refidence  in  this  poor 
frail  tabernacle,  (where  there  is  moft  need  of  help) 
as  to  inherit  the  rewards  of  thofe  who,  through 
more  tribulations,  more  effectual  waihing,  and  bet- 
ter occupation  of  their  gifts,  enter  into  the  joy  of 
their  Lord  !  Well  !  dear  friend,  fear  not  though 
thou  haft  made  an  exchange  fo  unfuited  to  thy  na- 
tural difpofition  in  thy  prefent  ftation,  He  who 
knows  the  facrifice,  becaufe  Himfelf  prepared  it, 
(how  little  foever  thou  mayeft  think  due  to  thyfelf ) 
will  proportionably  enrich  thee,  and  pfefent  thee 
with  the  bleffings  of  his  goodnefs,  and  crown  thee 
the  more  with  that  humility  and  felf-abafednefs 
which  are  fo  precious  in  His  light.  Were  it  not 
that  He  loved  us  before  we  loved  Him,  per  ad  ven- 
ture we  might  fometimes  think  our  lot  a  hard  one, 
and  find  fome  caufe  to  defpair  of  His  mercy,  or 
conclude  that  His  holy  eye  penetrates  not  into  our 
lonefome  and  obfcure  dwellings  (however  raifed  up 
as  fpedtacles  to  angels  and  to  men)  neither  marks 
the  way  that  we  take.  That  facred  prerogative  of 
the  everlafting  Father,  of  attracting  and  quickening 
the  foul,  opening  and  (hutting  the  heavenly  treafu- 
ry,  is,  I  do  believe,  the  very  thing  which  diftra&s 
that  mind  wherein  patience  has  not  had  its  perfeft 
work,  though  it  is  the  very  thing  wherein  it  ought 
to  glory. 

1788 — My  hufband  and  I  received  thy 

letter  of  affection  for  us,  and  lamentation  over  thy- 
felf. 
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felf.  Our  minds  are  drawn  into  near  fympathy 
with  thee,  and  we  believe  that  this  afflictive  diipen- 
fation,  is  defigned  for  thy  increafing  acceptance 
with  the  Father  of  fpirits,  who  knows  beft  how  to 
purify  the  veflels  of  His  own  houfe.  Thefe,  thou 
knoweft,  are  not  only  to  be  of  gold,  but  of  beaten 
gold,  in  order  to  fafhion  them  according  to  His 
good  pleafure,  and  render  them  fit  for  the  infcrip- 
tion  of  holinefs.  Now,  my  dear  friend,  as  thy 
heart's  defire  is  to  repofe  thyfelf  in  the  joys  of 
God's  falvation,  endeavour  to  attain  that  holy  qui- 
etude, wherein  the  delufions  of  the  grand  enemy  are 
baffled,  and  the  tribulated  fpirit  is  ftrengthened  to 
receive  the  bittereft  cup  with  thankfgiving.  We  are 
of  ourfelves  very  weak,  and  it  is  fometimes  confift- 
ent  with  infinite  Wifdom,  that  we  fhould  be  left  to 
a  deep  fenfe  thereof,  that  no  flefh  may  glory  in  His 
prefence  •,  but  that  the  hunger,  the  thirft,  and  the 
humiliation  of  the  foul,  may  be  fully  proved.  There- 
fore marvel  not,  as  though  fome  new  thing  had 
happened  unto  thee.  It  was  the  path  which  the 
holy  Apoftle  was  led  in,  when  he  declared  on  his 
Gwn,  and  his  brethren's  behalf,  that  they  had  the 
fentence  of  death  in  themfelves,  that  they  fhould 
not  truft  in  themfelves,  but  in  God  who  raifeth  the 
dead  :  and  we  have  many  inftances  in  our  focicty  in 
thefe  parts,  of  upright-hearted  advocates  of  the 
christian  religion  being  tried  with  deep  poverty  of 
fpirit,  and  discouragement  in  the  prolpeft  of  the 
Lord's  work,  and  of  their  own  incapacity  to  per- 
form it.  We  have  alio  inftances  of  thefe  humilia- 
tions tending  to  root  them  deeper  in  the  experience 
of  that  fundamental  truth,  that  the  true  believers 
in  Chrift  have  received  an  anointing  which  abideth 

in 
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in  them,  and  need  not  that  another  fhould  teach 
them,  but  as  this  fame  anointing  teacheth  them, 
which  is  truth,  and  is  no  lie.  And  being  thus  led  on 
to  a  higher  degree  of  union  and  fellowfhip  with  the 
Father,  and  with  the  Son,  their  qualifications  have 
increafed  to  endure,  for  the  precious  feed's  fake,  the 
watchings,  the  fallings,  and  the  deaths  many,  unto 
which,  according  to  our  meafure,  we  are  all,  in 
this  mixed  ftate  of  things,  called.  And  when  their 
mouths  have  been  opened  again  in  the  congregation 
of  the  people,  they  have  depended  the  more  fingly 
and  {imply  upon  divine  impulfe,  and  the  puttings 
forth,  and  ftrengthening  virtue  of  the  Shepherd  of 
Ifrael.  Thus  the  exercifed  have  been  benefitted, 
and  the  Lord's  heritage  comforted.  I  humbly  truft, 
that  thefe  bleffings  will  refult  from  thy  late  tribula- 
tions ;  and  that  thou  wilt  have  to  fay,  hitherto  the 
Lord  (and  not  man)  hath  helped  me.  It  is  to  be  la- 
mented when,  for  want  of  thefe  baptifms  of  fpirit, 
a  fuperficial  miniftry,  and  aftivity  in  the  church  pre- 
vail; for  thefe  are  like  blafts  from  the  wildernefs, 
which,  inftead  of  cherilhing,  chill  the  hidden  life, 
and  build  up  in  the  notion,  rather  than  in  the 
humbling  experience  of  true  religion.  It  is  much 
better  to  appear  nothing  when  we  are  nothing ;  that 
we  may  be  emptied  and  cleanfed  from  all  felf-love, 
and  learn  patience  and  contentednefs  therewith.  I  fa- 
lute  thee  in  chriftian  love  and  lympathy,  and  as  a  ta- 
bulated fellow-traveller  encompafied  with  manifold 
infirmities,  remain  thy  friend  and  fifter  in  the  truth, 
ift  month  1789 — My  mind  has  often  fecretly  vi- 
fited  and  fympathized  with  thee,  under  the  various 
and  deep  exercifcs  which  I  do  believe  have  fallen  to 
thy  lot,  in  the  courfe  of  unerring  wifdom  •,   but  it 

has 
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has  as  often  feemed  more  my  bufinefs,  thus  filently 
to  feel  thee  under  the  precious  influence  of  that  love 
which  the  children  of  the  one  Almighty  Father  feel 
towards  each  other,  than  to  be  forward  in  expreffing 
it.  He  who  has  gracioufly  called  thee  out  of  dark- 
nefs  into  his  marvellous  light,  turned  his  hand  upon 
thee  for  good,  and  thus  far,  fuftained  thee  through 
many  refining  difpenfations,  will  not  now  leave  thee, 
when  Jordan  may  rife  high,  and  feem  to  overflow 
its  banks;  but  in  his  own  due  and  appointed  time, 
which  muft  be  waited  for,  he  will  divide  the  waters, 
and  diicover  to  thee,  with  indifputable  clearnefs,  a 
way  where  thou  haft  feen  none;  yea,  according  to 
His  promife  to  His  own  feed,  He  will  make  dark- 
nefs  light  before  thee,  and  crooked  things  ftraight ; 
thefe  things  will  he  do  unto  thee,  and  will  not  for- 
fake  thee.  I  think  I  know,  (if  I  am  dipped  into  a 
right  fenfe  of  thy  ftate)  that  the  enemy  of  all  good  is 
exceedingly  envious  againft  the  precious  life,  or  feed 
of  the  kingdom,  which  is  divinely  intended,  through 
furrering,  to  be  fo  brought  into  dominion,  as  to  efta- 
bliih  thee  in  the  liberty  of  the  children  of  God, 
whereby  thy  ufefulnefs  in  the  church,  in  this  dark 
and  cloudy  day,  will  increafe.  Like  the  woman  that 
brought  forth  the  man-child,  feen  by  John  in  the  vi- 
rion of  light  and  life,  thou  may  ft  have  to  flee  into 
the  wildernefs  for  prefervation,  bccaufe  of  the  perfe- 
ctions of  the  dragon,  and  the  floods  he  may  be  per- 
mitted to  pour  out  of  his  mouth.  His  enmity  re- 
mains to  be  with  the  pure  feed ;  and  they  who  defire 
to  cherifh  this  excellent  treafure,  in  their  earthen 
veffels,  and  to  live  godly  in  Chrift  J  cms,  muft  ex- 
pect many  of  his  cruel  afla  .Its,  in  tempt  at  ions,  pro- 
vocations, and  inilnuations:    but  the  Rock  of    i 
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remains  to  be  their  refuge,  and  as  their  tribulatedfpi. 
rits  endeavour  to  retire  here,  and  place  no  confi- 
dence in  the  fleih,  notwithstanding  it  may  be  with 
fore  conflict  they  gain  this  fure  dwelling  place,  they 
will  be  amply  rewarded,  and  have,  in  humility  of 
foul,  to  rejoice  in  the  impregnablenefs  of  the  de- 
fence, and  to  magnify  the  power  through  which  all 
things  are  poflible.  Whatever  has  a  tendency  to 
fubjeil  and  reduce  the  creaturely  part  in  us,  how- 
ever bitter  its  operations  may  be,  is  gratefully  to  be 
received  by  the  upright  foul,  as  one  of  the  means 
whereby  the  adoption,  and  inheritance  of  the  glo- 
rious promifes  of  the  gofpel,  is  attained ;  and  one  of 
thofe  bitter  things  which  to  the  truly  hungry  foul 
is  fweet.  Therefore,  let  me  fay  unto  thee,  fear  not, 
thy  God  is  with  thee,  and  will  work  for  thee,  as 
thou  art  willing  to  have  all  the  refiftance  of  thy  na- 
ture to  every  of  his  holy  requifitions,  wrought  up- 
on and  fubdued,  in  the  day  of  his  power.  The  juft 
are  to  live  by  faith,  that  faith  which  gives  the  vic- 
tory, and  triumphs  over  death,  hell,  and  the  grave. 
Mayft  thou  fight  the  good  fight  thereof ;  and  may 
I  be  thy  companion  in  this  neceflary  warfare;  that 
fo  the  attacks  of  our  grand  adverfary  upon  fuch 
chriftian  virtues  as  have  been  mercifully  conceived 
in  our  fouls,  may  all  be  rendered  fruftrate  ;  and  we 
abiding  under  the  facred  influence  of  the  powerful 
word  of  patience,  may  often  have  our  fpiritual  eye 
opened  to  look  beyond  the  things  which  are  feen, 
to  the  things  which  are  not  feen ;  and  for  this  joy 
fet  before  us,  count  not  our  lives  dear  unto  our- 
felves,  neither  love  them  unto  death!  Though  my 
heart,  as  I  faid  in  the  beginning,  has  fecretly  vi- 
fited  and  faluted  thee,  yet  I  had  no  thought  of  ex- 
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preffing  fo  much  on  thefe  folemn  fubjecls,  when  I 
took  up  my  pen  \  but  only  juft  to  convince  thee 
that  thou  haft  in  me  (though  I  acknowledge  I  was 
reftrained  in  thy  company  lately  from  lhewing  it) 
a  fympathizing  friend  and  lifter,  according  to  my 
meafure.  Though,  dear  friend,  we  may  be  led  in 
filent  travail,  and  as  by  the  gates  of  hell  and  death, 
yet  let  us  remember,  that  this  is  the  way  in  which 
infcrutable  wifdom  has  ever  led  his  redeemed  chil- 
dren in  all  ages. 

i  ft  month  1789 — There  are  feafons  wherein  the 
Bridegroom  of  fouls  withdraws  himfelf,  or,  as  to 
the  fenfible  enjoyment  of  his  facred  foul-enriching 
prefence,  is  taken  away,  and  then  the  children  of 
the  bride-chamber  cannot  but  faft  and  mcurn  ;  and 
as  I  do  believe  thou  art  one  of  thefe,  thou  muft 
learn  more  and  more  to  endure  hardnefs,  and  to 
bear  fuch  difpenfations  with  chriftian  fortitude,  in 
that  hope  which  anchors  the  foul  on  the  invifible 
Rock  of  ages.  That  which  is  fctn  is  not  hope,  and 
therefore,  remember  that  this  is  the  feafon  wherein 
thy  confidence  in  almighty  help,  thy  faith,  patience, 
and  fervent  charity,  are  to  be  tried,  rather  than 
when  the  bridegroom  is  obvioufly  with  thee,  when 
thou  canft  not  fail  to  rejoice. 

2d  month  1 789 — Thy  letter  addrclTed  to  my  huf- 
band,  M.  D.  and  myfelf,  was  very  fatisfactory 
to  us  ;  as  we  found  thereby  that  the  precious  unity 
of  the  fpirit  was  mercifully  preferred  in  thy  mind 
nnd  ours,  notwithstanding  our  remote  fituation, 
and  our  own  peculiar  imnediments  to  the 
this  immortal  plant.  We  all  feel,  at  times,  our 
faith  to  be  clofely  tried,  and  this  hath  be. 
perience  of  thofe  in  all  ages  who  \ 
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a  city  which  hath  foundations  ;   the  fpirit  of  this 
world,  and  the  corruptions  of  our  own  nature,  with 
great  fubtilty,  oppofe  the  government  of  the  Son  of 
Peace  in  the  heart,  wherein  the  unity  of  the  one  fpi- 
rit confifts.      Thefe  enemies  of  our  own  houfes,  are 
the  great  objects  of  the  fpiritual  war ;   and  as  we 
maintain  that  by  the  aid  of  fpiritual  weapons,   our 
faith  will  grew  ftronger  by  its  manifold   provings, 
and  a  victorious  fight  will  at  laft  abundantly  compen- 
fate  for  every  afflictive  difpenfation,  and  conflict  of 
foul.      Let  patience  then  have  its  perfect  work,  that 
c  u  may  ft  "  be  perfect  and  entire,  (as  faith  the 
Apoille)  lacking  nothing."  Many  friends  here,  who 
love  you  in  the  truth,  have  fympathized  with  you  on 
account  of  your  late  profpect  of  fufFering,  concern- 
ing what  fome  of  you  apprehend  to  be  the  law  of 
your  God  \  and  your  relief  therefrom  is  equally  re- 
joicing.    Is  it  not  caufe  of  humble  thankfulnefs,  that 
fome  weak  minds  are  fpared  from  giving  publick  de- 
monftration  of  their  fidelity  to  the  chriftian  religion, 
at  a  time  when,  peradventure,  their  faith  therein 
was  not  ftrong  enough  to  be  accompanied  by  fuch 
works  ?      A  query  of  this  fort  to  themfelves  ought 
deeply  to  convince  them  of  this  renewed  obligation 
they  are  under  to  their  heavenly  father,    "  whofe 
eyes  run  to  and  fro  in  the  earth,  beholding  the  evil 
and  the  good  ;  and  that  nothing  fhort  of  increafing 
faithfulnefs  to  known  duty,  and  watchfulnefs  there- 
unto in  fpirit,  can  render  them  approved  in  the  fight 
of  fo  gracious  a  Being.       We  are  glad  to  believe 
there  are  fincere-hearted  men  and  women    among 
you-,  may  thefe  be  of  one  heart  and  one  mind,  walk- 
ing   "  by  the   fame   rule,  and  minding   the   fame 
thing,"  gathering  together  in  the  facred  Name,  and 
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diligently  waiting  therein  the  time  which  infinite 
wifdorri  prefcribes,  (though  in  ever  fuch  humiliation 
to  the  creature)  before  the  people's  minds  are  drawn 
to  outward  teftimonies.  Oh  ftrengthen  one  another 
in  this  holy  exercife  !  It  is  eiTential  for  gofpel  mi- 
niftcrs  to  experience  ;  that  therein  the  fpirits  may- 
be tried,  every  transformation  of  the  enemy  judged 
down,  and  the  fuffering  feed  of  the  kingdom  only 
exalted.  If  this  reduction  of  felf,  and  all  feliifh 
working,  were  the  object  of  your  ftrong  and  feeble 
members,  your  aflemblies  would  be  folemn,  your 
feeding  would  be  upon  the  bread  of  life,  and 
fouls  would  worfhip  and  adore  the  divine  Prefence, 
which  delights  to  dwell  in  you,  and  among  you. 
Thy  account  of  the  young  people's  faithfulnefs  was 
acceptable  ;  and,  with  thee,  "  I  wifh  it  may  be  a 
fincere  ftep  towards  virtue."  Hearing  of  th<_ 
marriages  likely  to  be  fo  agreeably  accomplifhed,  is 
alfo  pleafant  j  and  I  hope  that  the  reflection  will 
be  laftingly  comfortable  to  the  parties  when  their 
minds  are  growing  under  the  influence  of  hea 
dew,  and  in  obedience  to  the  crofs  of  Chrift. 

2d  month  1789 — If  you  fully  knew  the  ft  ate  of 
our  minds,  and  how  clofely  they  have  been  occupied 
fincc  our  parting  from  you,  I  am  ready  to  conclude, 
that  fometlmes  you  could  hardly  have  refr 
from  dropping  us  a  word  in  feafon.  Perhaps  it  is 
felf-love  which  directs  to  this  vein  of  confolation  *, 
an  hunger  after  fenfiblc  enjoyments,  which  gene- 
rally manifefts  itfelf  to  be  infatiable,  and  the  feeding 
of  which  f  is  the  root   and   ground 

of  true  chriftian  fcllowfhip. 
and  I  doubt  not  but  it  has  been  yours,  fincc  v. 
each  other,  to  .  ough  trials  tin 
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ward  •,  wherein  nothing  fhort  of  the  Arm  of  Omni- 
potence could  profitably  fuftain  and  bring  through  : 
O  !  that  our  faith  may  be  ftrengthened  in  it ;  that 
as  our  race  will  foon  be  run,  we  may,  during  its 
humiliating  courfe,  invariably  purfue  the  one  thing 
needful.  Then  will  our  fteps,  amidft  the  briers 
and  thorns  of  this  world,  and  all  the  chilling  blafts 
of  its  fpirit,  be  rewarded  in  the  iiches  of  the  mercy 
of  Him  who  trod  the  path  before  us.  I  remember 
the  unity  we  were  favoured  to  feel  in  our  little 
fervices,  and  the  uninterrupted  harmony  of  our 
connection  as  companions  ;  and  thefe  things  have 
left  upon  my  mind  impreffions  too  facred  to  be  loft 
in  forgetfulnefs.  Inftead  of  their  dying,  I  think  of 
late  they  have  been  replenifhed  with  a  degree  of 
the  beft  life  :  and  as  we  endeavour  limply  to  move 
in  the  lots  affigned  us  by  our  all-wife  Creator, 
however  diftant  our  outward  dwellings  may  be,  the 
immortal  part  will  not  fail  to  affimilate  us  in  the  pre- 
cious covenant  of  love  and  life.  It  is  a  wonderful 
union  which  chriftian  travellers  enjoy,  when  they 
meet  pne  another  in  fpirit.  Though  their  commu- 
nications be  mournful,  yet  underftanding  each 
other's  language,  and  being  companions,  they  are 
encouraged  and  ftrengthened  thereby,  to  proceed 
on  their  journey  towards  a  city  which  hath  foun- 
dations, whofe  peace  is  everlaftmg. 

3d  month  17S9 — The  precious  evidence  of  peace, 
is  one  of  thofe  rare  and  valuable  flowers,  that 
feerri  in  danger  of  withering  with  too  much  difplay 
in  the  open  air.  The  fhade,  we  are  fometimes  fa- 
voured to  retire  to,  when  the  world  may  judge  us 
in  its  own  flu&uatiiig  fpirit  :  "  when  thou  prayeft, 
into  the  clofet  a»d  fhut  the  door,"  &c. 
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3  J  month  1789 — It  is  a  very  low  time  with  me- 
There  are  few  I  believe  that  need  fii'ch  baptifms  as 
myfelf,  and  therefore  it  is,  no  doubt,  beft  for  me  to 
bear  them  as  quietly  and  profitably  as  I  can.  He 
with  whom  we  have  to  do,  afflicts  not  willingly  the 
children  of  men,  and  therefore,  if  our  afflictions 
are  not  of  our  own  bringing  on,  they  are  a  part  of 
the  work  of  that  righteoufnefs  which  produces  qui- 
ctnefs  and  aiTurance  for  ever.  We  muit  : 
to  pafs  through  the  prefent  vale  of  tears,  without 
bearing  our  proportion  of  fufFering,  for  the  body's 
fake,  and  thofe  abafements  which  are  fo  neceflary 
for  our  own  prefer vation  in  the  truth.  Wherefore 
let  us  be  patient,  and  eftablifh  our  hearts,  that 
fo  we  may  not  be  moved  or  turned  away  from  the 
hope  of  the  gofpcl,  but  through  all,  ftand  in  the 
faith  that  the  day  of  the  Lord  draweth  nigh. 
We  often  find,  to  the  mortification  of  the  creature, 
that  times  and  feafons  are  not  at  our  command,  nor 
even  for  us  always  to  know  :  it  is  the  divine  prero- 
gative to  difpofe  of  them  ;  and  the  human  mind  is 
taught  thereby  its  own  dependancy,  and  driven  in 
queft  of  that  faith  by  which  the  juft  live.  Faith 
removes  our  doubts,  anchors  the  foul  when  upon 
the  fluctuating  waters  of  uncertainty,  "  is  the 
fubftance  of  things  hoped  for,  and  the  tV. 
of  things  not  feen."  Fight,  my  beloved  fi 
the  good  fight  thereof,  and  give  no  place  to  the 
accufer  ;  fo  will  thy  poflefilon  of  this  heavenly  gift 
increafe,  thy  offerings  will  continue  to  be  accepta- 
ble, and  victory  become  fcaled  to  thee  when  the 
combat  is  over. 

3d   month    1789 — If  thou  and   I   arc  real/. 

Toured  with  the  precious  evidence  of  gofpel  union, 
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let  us  be  tenacious  of  its  purity.  On  thy  part,  do 
not  fail  to  "  exhort  and  reprove  with  all  authority," 
even  when  the  deceitfulnefs  of  my  heart  judges 
itfelf  better  than  it  is.  What  figniiies  that  part  in 
us  which  cannot  inherit  the  kingdom  ?  I  cannot 
lay  that  I  am  light  hearted,  though  it  is  comfortable 
to  believe  thy  burdens  decreafe  *,  nor  do  I  wifh  to 
caft  a  gloom  upon,  and  cloud  that  iky,  which, 
after  much  tempeftuous  weather,  and  a  frequent 
oppreffive  atmofphere,  may  attract  the  ftrengthened 
fight  to  greater  heights  of  clearnefs  and  purity, 
than,  in  fome  paft  feafons,  the  nature  of  things 
would  allow.  I  congratulate  thee  as  one,  not  only 
beholding  the  virion,  but  gradually  and  effectually 
afcending  the  ladder  which  reaches  from  earth  to 
heaven  ;  on  which,  methinks,  the  defcending  an- 
gels are  fent  to  ftrengthen  poor  weary  pilgrims. 
May  I  be  thy  companion  ;  not  fo  much  for  the 
fake  of  thy  company,  though  that  is  truly  pleafant, 
as  for  the  glcrious  reft  within  the  pearl  gates,  when 
the  tribulated  fteps  to  it  ihall  for  ever  ceafc.  I  be- 
lieve I  do  not  fo  frequently  write  to  any  one  on 
this  fubjecl:  as  to  thyfelf  •,  and  I  would  not  have 
thee  think  that  my  converfation  is  proportionably 
in  heaven.  Thefe  profpedts  animate  the  foul  ;  but 
the  difcouragements  and  perfecutions  from  that 
which  is  born  of  the  flefh,  feem  as  if  they  would 
drag  every  holy  afpiration  into  the  mire  and  the 
clay  of  the  horrible  pit. 

5th  month  1789 — It  juft  occurred  to  me  as  I 
took  up  the  pen,  that  probably  there  is  a  greater 
fimilarity  in  our  exercifes,  than  we  are  generally 
aware  of,  and  perhaps  we  are  oftener  dipped  into 
fympathy  one  with  another  than  we  are  capable  of 
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perceiving.     Religious  fympathy  is  I  am  perfuaded 
a  great  myftery.     The  apoftle  fought  to  fill  up  that 
which  remained  (of  his  portion)  of  the  fufferings  of 
Chrift,  for  the  church's  fake  ;    and  may  we  be  like 
minded  refpe<fting  thofe  baptifms,   which  introduce 
into  a  fellowfhip  with  the  effectual  fufferings  of  the 
Lamb,  and  work  in  us  a  conformity  to  His  death  ; 
thereby  qualifying,  through  the  power  of  His  ref ur- 
reftion,  to  demonftrate,  that  they  are  not  only  for 
our  own,   but  alfo  for  the  church's  fake.      Under 
thefe  difpeniations,  can  we  fail,  at  times,  of  feeling 
ourfelves  alone  ?      We  mould  not  be  exerci fed  ac- 
cording to  our  meafures,  in  his  tribulated  j 
in  the  awful  moment  when  the  crucifixion   of  our 
wiils  is  approaching,  our  aiibciates  and  friends  fto 
around   us  with  the  cup  of  confolation  ;    no  I 
■were  his  enemies  then  who,   haitening  their  c 
deftrucYion,  pierced  him,  and  miniftered  ibe  vine- 
gar and  the  gall.     Let  us  then  feize  the  comparl: 
for  our  humiliation.       Chrift  in  us  can  unfeal  the 
myftery,  and  amidft  His  holy  leadings  in  the  re 
neration,   can  renew  the  drooping 
confoling  language  of,   "   fear   not,   greater   is   I 
that   is   in   you,  than  he  that  is  in  the  world/*      I 
wifli  that  thy   mind  may  be   encouraged,  without 
unprofitable  reafoning,   to    labour    onward   in   the 
hidden  paths   and   pilgrimage   of  the  Jew  inward. 
Thou  haft  put  thy  hand  to  a  good  work,  for  which 
I  do  believe  thou  art  chofen.      The  enemy  of  all 
good,   will,   as  formerly,  feck   to   deftroy  the   im- 
mortal birth,   and  not  fail  to  caft  forth   floods  out 
of  his  mouth,  and  reprefent  them  to  be  the  mi 
ftration   of  juft   condemnation.      To    I 
from  this  attack  upon  thy   belt   life,    p 
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thou  mayeft  be  induced  to  flee  into  the  wildernefs, 
where  methinks  I  now  vifit  thee,  and  where  thou 
wilt  not  be  fuffered  to  fall  ;  but  thou  wilt  be  fuf- 
tained  with  the  bread  which  the  world  knows  not 
of,  and  come  forth  in  the  appointed  time,  more  and 
mere  weaned  from  all  human  dependancies. 

5th  month  1789 — Few  fources  of  comfort  pre- 
fented  at  the  opening  of  thefe  mixed  afTemblies,  and 
unlefs  the  one  great  iource  of  light  and  purity 
produces  to  the  believers  the  newnefs  of  the  fpirit, 
they  cannot  but  fait ;  and  well  is  it  for  them, 
when,  to  their  fafting,  they  can  acceptably  add 
mourning.  For  my  part,  I  have  in  general  through 
the  courfe  of  the  fittings  of  this  meeting  (which 
are  moftly  gone  through)  fell  myfelf  fomething 
like  Mary,  who  fat  at  the  blefTed  Mafter's  fepul- 
chre,  with  a  language  fimilar  to  that  of  "  they 
have  taken  away  my  Lord,  and  I  know  not  where 
they  have  laid  Him."  To  thy  fympathetic  mind, 
this  may  be  a  fufficient  defcription  how  things  have 
gone  with  thy  Sarah  Grubb.  Perhaps  in  the  laft 
*ncment  of  extremity  (for  fometimes  we  are  wifely 
tried  to  the  laft)  the  joyful  tidings  may  falute  the 
fpiritual  ear,  "  thy  Lord  is  rifen,  and  behold  he 
goeth  before  thee  ;"  this  is  the  crown  of  all  true 
rejoicing  \  this  is  the  bleffing  of  which  the  creature 
muft  ever  acknowledge  itfelf  unworthy.  It  is  a 
knowledge  which  indeed  puffeth  not  up  ;  and 
were  it  not  that  Lucifer,  that  fallen  fon  of  the 
morning,  is  feeking  to  intrude,  and  fometimes  does 
intrude  himfelf,  and  attracts  the  unwary  mind  to 
fome  mountain  of  felf  exaltation,  peradventure  the 
manifeftations  and  confolations  of  the  Spirit,  would 
more  often,  and  more  eminently  abound  among  the 
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Lord's  vifited  and  adopted  children.  "  Feed  me 
then  with  food  convenient  for  me,  left  I  be  full 
and  deny  thee  :"  O  defirable  refignation  ! 

5th  month  1789 — I  was  forry  to  hear  that  thy 
mind  was  (till  in  fo  dejected  a  ftate.  Caufes  for  fili- 
ations of  this  fort  cannot  always  be  comprehended 
by  us,  and  therefore  we  ought  to  be  careful  how  we 
conclude  that  they  either  are,  or  are  not,  in  the 
ordering  of  beft  Wifdom.  One  thing  howe-. 
affords  confolation  to  the  truly  contrite  mind  ;  that 
all  things  {hall  work  together  for  good  to  thofe 
who  love  and  fear  God.  As  I  do  believe,  thou  : 
one  of  thofe,  and  that  thou  fincerely  defireft  alio  to 
walk  acceptably  before  Himr  learn  more  and  more, 
patiently  and  thankfully,  to  receive  from  His  holy 
hand,  whatfoever  He  appoints  or  permit-,  as  d 
penfations  which  he  only  czn  fandtify.  It  is  a  fort 
of  fchool  the  mind  has  to  enter  into,  when  fenfiblr 
of  its  own  infirmities,  it  purfues  the  things  of  the 
kingdom,  and  the  knowledge  how  to  difcern  them 
from   the  myfterious  s  and   cogitations 

corrupt  felf.     It  has  n  Ions  to  learn,  hard  to 

flefh    and  blood;    and   perhaps   one    of  th 
difficult  is,  to  think  nothing  too  hard,  nothing  too 
near  or  dear  to  part  with,  for  the  fake  of.th 
in   view.      And. were  wc  tl  learn   it,   I 

believe  it  would  clothe   us  with  m 
profitable   difpoh* 
have  feldom  time  to  difcovcr. 

6th    month    17S9 — Thou    art    often   \ 
and  dear  to  me;     and  I  haw   felt    it   ren 
during   the   courfe  of  th 
have  had  here :   for  tx 
and  attracts  our  attention  to  fomc 
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when  we  are  ready  to  think  ourfelves  deftitute  of 
its  facred  virtue,  and  too  much  fcattered  in  mind 
from  its  hidden  track  livingly  to  converfe  with  it. 
So,  my  dear  friend,  it  has  often  been  with  me 
iince  we  faw  each  other  •,  believing  that  thou  haft 
trials  peculiar  to  thyfelf,  and  peradventure,  art  too 
much  deprefled  therewith.  Let  not  any  difcou- 
ragement  link  thee  below  an  holy  confidence,  that 
the  everlafting  Arm  is  underneath ;  and  that,  if 
thou  "  deal  thy  bread  to  the  hungry,  and  thy 
water  to  the  thirfty  foul,  thy  light  mall  break  forth 
out  of  obfcurity,  and  thy  darknefs  become  as  the 
noon-day."  Believe  not  the  moft  fubtil  infinua- 
tidn,  that  thy  paiTage  through  life  will  continue 
thorny  as  it  is  ;  for  it  is  in  the  deceivablenefs  of 
unrighteoufnefs  that  thefe  things  are  fuggefted  to 
us,  in  order  to  remove  us  from  that  fteadfaftnefs 
and  hope  of  the  gofpel,  in  which  vifited  minds  are 
deiismed  to  be  eftablimed. 

o 

7th  month  1789 — My  heart  and  eyes  have  been 
afrefli  affected  by  a  lively  revival  of  days  that  are 
paft:  days  of  fore  tribulation,  when  the  old  hea- 
vens and  old  earth  were  paffing  away,  and  a  capa- 
city unbegotten  to  rejoice  in  the  difcovery  of  the 
new.  Yea,  they  were  days  when  the  battle  was 
hot  between  fiefh  and  fpirit ;  and  for  want  of 
being  accuftomed  to  the  weapons  of  warfare,  mind 
and  body  were  wearied,  and  the  vitals  of  both 
nearly  overcome.  When  I  reflect  upon  the 
kindnefs  of  infinite  goodnefs  many  ways  manifefted 
to  my  weak  ftate,  and  the  ingratitude  of  my  heart, 
I  wonder  at  the  long  forbearance,  and  continued 
effufions  of  the  quickening  and  purifying  virtue  of 
the    immortal   Word:     I    wonder    at   my  prefent 
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backwardnefs  in  the  chrlftlan  life ;  and  my  want 
of  zeal  in  the  purfuit  of  the  one  thing  needful, 
May  thy  bofom  friend  and  thyfelf,  be  fo  be 
and  blefled  to  each  other,  as,  in  the  facred  cove- 
nant wherein  ye  are  bound,  unitedly  to  ftretch  forth 
your  hands,  unfettered  by  any  thing  of  your  own, 
and  let  another  bind,  or  gird  you,  even  though 
you  may  be  carried  thereby  whither  ye  would  not. 
The  inexpreffibly  near  unity  and  affection  which  I 
felt  with,  and  for  your  fpirits,  in  our  late  and 
fhort  junction,  has  left  a  fweet  and  coniblir. 
vour  behind;  which  now,  and  ibmetimes,  wh 
different  influence;  would  prevail,  fprings  i 
under  the  threfhold  of  the  door,  and  rifes  until  it 
becomes  a  river,  which  my  often  tried  mind  meafur- 
ably  rejoices  and  fwims  in.  Count  not  your  lives 
dear  unto  yourfelves,  when  called  fcr  at  your 
hands  ;  and  when  not,  labour  after  tranquillity  cf 
foul ;  remembering,  that,  however  little  and  poor 
ye  may  be,  ye  cannot,  by  taking  ever  fo  much 
thought,  add  one  cubit  to  your  ftature.  But  rc- 
iignation  itfelf  is  a  gift.  Oh  that  ye  may  covei 
the  beft  gifts  \  for  it  is  as  we  have  them  in  \ie\v, 
and  pray  for  them,  according  to  the  mind  of  the 
fpirit,  that  we  receive. 

8th   month   1789 — Thou    art,    dear  friend,    an 
epiftle  written    in    my  heart,    where   I   ibmetime* 
read   thee,    and    thy  mournful,    humble   fteppings 
with  joy  ;   confident  with  the  divine  command,   to 
rejoice  in  his  new   creation,   of  which,  in  infinite 
mercy,   thou  art  happily   a   part;     havir< 
old    things    to    pafs    away,    and    new    00 
brought   in,   where   the  righteoufneis  of  tin 
ture  is  beheld  to  be  as  filthy  rags ;    and  where  tin 
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righteoufnefs  of  God,  the  obedience  of  faith,  dwells. 
Let  it  dwell,  and  more  and  more  abound  in  thy 
experience  ;  for  thereby  thy  ftrength  will  increafe, 
and  nothing,  in  divine  appointment,  will  be  found 
too  hard  for  thee  to  perform.  In  true  fimplicity,  to 
lean  upon  and  follow  the  Beloved  of  fouls,  is  a 
wonderful  prefervation  from  that  reafoning,  and 
rain  confultation  with  flefh  and  blood,  which  dif- 
tracts  the  mind,  and  often  caufes  it  to  err  from 
the  faith.  It  is  true  our  fpiritual  guide,  for  wife 
purpofes,  conceals  himfelf  from  us,  the  bridegroom 
is  taken  away,  and  then  the  difciples  cannot  but 
mourn  ;  and  better  it  is  for  them  that  they  mould 
mourn,  than  enter  into  the  remoteft  confederacy 
with  his  enemy  againft  him,  call  in  queftion  His 
manifeftations,  and  doubt  whether  He  is  to  us  that 
friend,  of  whom  He  has  given  us  in  broad  day  light, 
living  proofs.  An  unbelieving  heart  is  a  temptation 
mod  fubtil,  and  often  very  plaufibly  prelented. 
Beware  of  it,  dear  friend !  Be  not  afraid  to  have  thy 
fcolifhnefs  for  Chrift's  fake  perfected;  for  his  gof- 
pel,  which  is  the  power  of  God  unto  falvation  to  all 
them  that  believe,  is  a  fund  of  roquifites  for  the 
chriftian  traveller;  from  the  babe's  to  the  ftrong 
man's  food,  the  clothing  of  the  lilies  in  the  heavenly 
garden,  to  the  accoutrements  and  victorious  armour 
of  the  Lamb's  foldiers.  Fear  not  therefore,  though 
thou  be  a  child,  and  feem  to  thyfelf  that  thou  canfc 
not  go  ;  for  the  Lord  hath  anointed  thee,  and  will 
therefore  ftrengthen  thee  for  His  work,  and  feed 
thee  with  food  convenient  for  thee. 

8th  month  1789 — You  are  very  often  remem- 
bered by  me  in  fifterly  fympathy  and  afFectibn, 
though  feldom  told  of  it;    and  I  truft  that  nothing 
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relating  to  my  filence  will  be  able  to  make  different 
impreffions.  I  find  it  very  difficult  in  our  large 
family,  and  amidft  other  duties  than  thofe  which 
relate  to  it  (though  but  few  of  them  comparatively 
fall  to  my  lot,)  to  fit  down  and  quietly  converfe 
with  my  friends ;  and  yet  they  come  upon,  or 
rather  arreft,  my  mental  attention,  when  in  the 
Tery  thick  of  cares  and  anxieties  ;  fo  that  I  hope 
the  invifible  intercourfe  of  kindred  fpirits,  is  lefs 
dependant  upon  outward  and  vifible  figns,  than  we 
fometimes  imagine  ;  and  perad venture,  the  more 
we  look  beyond  the  things  that  are  Teen,  to  the 
things  that  are  not  feen,  the  more  we  then  poflefs 
the  very  thing  which  our  natures  prompt  us  to 
toil  for.  Neverthelefs,  as  a  fecondary  confolation, 
it  is  lawful  thus  to  commune.  Your  laft  joint  epiftle 
was  to  me  a  pleafant  repaft,  though  fome  of  its 
ingredients  were  bitter  herbs:  you  know  fo  well 
how,  in  every  new  difpenfation,  to  look  to  "  the 
great  firft  caufe,"  and  to  wait  for  that  fanctifk 
of  the  Spirit,  which  caufeth  all  things  to  work 
together  for  good  to  them  that  love  Him,  that  it 
feems  unneceffary  for  me  to  remark  upon  it  ;  an 
entire  freedom  clothes  my  mind  refpedting  you  ; 
yea,  and  1  may  add,  a  belief  that  your  bittereft  cups 
will  be  fweetened  in  the  due  and  appointed  time. 
To  wait  for  that,  has  often  been  hard  duty  to  the 
haftinefs  of  my  defires.  But  were  we  not  to  be  fo 
exercifed  •,  where  or  how  could  we  obtain  profitable 
experience  in  the  chriftian's  path?  how  could  we 
live  by  faith,  when  all  things  were  accountable  to 
us  ?  or  when  arrive  at  the  quiet  and  iafe  harbour 
of  pure  refignation,  if  the  ftorms  of  1 
ing  were  never  to  rife  ?    That  is  a 
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attainable  purity  in  that  ftate  of  mind,  which  for- 
bears to  judge  even  in  its  own  caufe  ;  which,  in 
finglenefs,  cafts  its  burden  upon  the  Lord,  and 
accepts  every  permitted  tribulation  and  chaftife- 
ment,  as  a  renewed  feal  of  adoption,  and  evidence 
of  our  being  intended  to  be  joint  heirs  with  Chrift; 
and  therefore  bound  and  induced,  by  the  unfailing 
mercies  of  God,  to  follow  through  all,  our  holy 
Head ;  and  by  the  increafe  of  his  fpirit,  not  to 
fear  humbly  to  breathe  the  language  of  Abba  Fa- 
ther. I  look  up  with  an  emulous  eye,  to  an  expe- 
rience which  I  generally  live  far  ihort  of:  but  let 
us  prefs  forward,  for  we  fhall  reap  if  we  faint  not, 

You  are  a  colle&ion  of  chofen  veflels   at 

that  place.  Oh  fuffer  not  the  enemy  to  put  in 
his  cloven  foot  among  you,  for  he  mars  the  pureft 
defigns ;  and  to  fruflrate  the  gracious  intention,  o£ 
the  Lord's  children  being  helpmeets  to  each  other, 
is  one  of  his  moft  fubtil  attempts.  When  there 
are  ftorms  at  fea,  veflels  are  often  fcattered,  and 
hid  one  from  another;  perhaps  all  equally  toffed: 
but  there  is  a  voice  which  both  winds  and  waves 
obey,  and  which  unites  them  again.  Have  faith 
in  it,  and  wait  for  it,  and  ye  fhall  do  welh- 

8th  month  1789 — As  children  of  the  fame  fa- 
mily, I  believe  it  allowable  for  us  to  commune 
together  at  times,  as  we  walk  in  the  way  and  are 
fad  ;  for,  methinks,  the  mafter  has  herein  joined 
himfelf  to  us,  and  I  truft  will  gracioufly  continue 
to  do  fo,  as  we  hold  faft  our  integrity,  and  become 
more  and  more  fkilful  in  lamentation*  Elijah,  in 
a  time  of  deep  revolt,  thought  himfelf  alone,  and 
faw  Ifrael  with  an  eye  clouded  by  difcouragement, 
until  He  who  knows  all  things  revealed  to  him  his 
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own  preferred  feed.  In  the  word  of  eternal  life 
only,  is  certainty.  Well !  they  that  feared  the 
Lord  fpake  often  one  to  another:  I  look  at  thee, 
dear  friend,  as  having  very  few  to  fpeak  to  who 
underftand  the  Hebrew  tongue ;  one  of  the  charao 
terifticks  of  many  in  this  day  who  are  called  chrif- 
tians  is,  that  they  are  half  Jew  and  half  Aflidod  ; 
but  even  at  this  be  not  too  forrowful:  "  when 
father  and  mother  forfake  thee,  the  Lord  will  take 
thee  up,"  and  become  Himfelf  the  fupplier  of  all 
thy  wants.  Who  knows  but  He  may  make  thee 
an  inftrument  for  the  turning  of  many  to  a  pure 
language,  and  inducing  them  to  call  upon  the  fa- 
cred  name,  the  refuge  and  fandluary  of  the  righte- 
ous •,  that  fo  they  may  be  preferved  in  the  fecret 
places  of  the  Almighty,  until  His  indignation  be 
overpaft.  Be  a  faithful  watchman  •,  yea  be  willing 
and  thankful  to  become  the  moft  menial  in  the 
fpiritual  family.  This  humility  will,  with  the 
bleffing,  infurc  thy  prefervation,  and  at  times  fur- 
nifh  thee  with  that  bread  of  eternal  life,  which 
the  world  knows  not  of. 

9th  month  1789 — I  wifh  we  could  more  fre- 
quently converfe  upon  our  various  concerns,  be- 
lieving that  each  of  us  finds  them  at  times  awfully 
important,  and  attended  with  their  peculiar  per- 
plexities. A  little  company  in  fuch  paths  has  a 
cheering  effect,  as  it  feldom  happens,  in  the  right 
ordering  of  things,  that  all  are  linking  under  dis- 
couragements together  •,  and  therefore  they  can  the 
better  fpeak  comfortably  when  fome  one  or  other 
fenfibly  pofTeiTes  the  precious  gift  of  faith,  which 
peradventure  all  are  neverthelefs  living  by. 

My  head   often    feems   dropping  below   water  ; 
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yea,  there  are  feafons  when  the  billows  actually 
pafs  over ;  and,  through  unutterable  mercy,  they 
do  pafs  over,  and  beyond  the  prefent  trials.  Sow- 
ing as  in  tears,  in  the  variety  of  ground  which  wc 
find  among  the  children,  my  ftrength  gets  renew- 
ed ;  and  my  foul  begotten  again  to  a  lively  hope, 
that  infinite  kindnefs  will,  in  His  own  time  and 
way,  blefs  our  feeble  endeavours  to  prepare  fub- 
jects  for  the  kingdom  of  the  Prince  of  peace.  It 
is  little  we  can  do  •,  but  that  little  let  us  labour  to 
perform  acceptably  to  the  Almighty  Father,  and 
leave  the  world  to  gaze  upon  us,  and  judge  of  us 
as  it  may  :  for  when  we  take  its  fentiments  into 
confideration,  or  put  them  in  competition  with  our 
foul's  peace,  it  is  like  that  falfe  balance  which  is 
an  abomination  to  the  Lord  ;  whereas  the  juft 
weight  (an  implicit  attention  and  obedience  to  di- 
vine requifition)  is  His  delight.  I  wifh,  dear  friends, 
that  your  hands  may  be  ftrengthened,  in  the  faith- 
ful difeharge  of  your  duty  towards  the  numerous 
family  you  prefide  in  :  for  the  more  you  erect  the 
ftandard  of  truth  there,  the  more  your  fervices 
in  fociety  will  increafe  ;  and  what  is  ftill  better, 
the  deeper  your  fpirits  will  get  in  the  undefiled  con- 
folations  of  the  humble  followers  of  Jefus.  Thefe 
are  worth  fuffering  for,  and  they  abound  in  pro- 
portion to  our  tribulations  for  His  fake. 

9th  month  1789 — I  am  truly  glad  thou  ftands  fo 
dedicated  to  pour  water  on  the  hands  of  this  fweet 
fpirited  friend  ;  believing  fuch  a  difpofition,  con- 
ceived in  the  integrity  of  the  heart,  is  often 
acceptable  to,  and  blefled  by,  the  good  Spirit  which 
renews  the  hope  of  the  humble,  and  revives  the 
minds  of  the  contrite  ones.      Let  not  the  ufual  dif- 
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ccmragements  to  thefe  little  furrenders,  fo  pre- 
rent  thee  from  following  on  to  the  full  performance, 
as  to  rob  thee  of  die  reward  of  enriching  peace, 
and  the  increafe  of  thy  experience  in  the  work 
wherein  thou  art,  beyond  all  doubt  to  my  mind, 
rightly  introduced.  Having  put  thy  hand  to  the 
plough,  it  is  not  now  a  day  for  thee  to  look  back. 
"  Remember  Lot's  wife,"  has  often  been  an  in- 
ftructive  caution,  and  lefibn  of  peculiar  inftrucYicn 
to  my  mind,  when  in  danger  of  giving  up  my 
fpiritual  travail,  and,  rather  than  diftinguifh  myfelf 
from  thofe  to  whom  my  fteppings  appeared  fooliih- 
nefs,  tempted  in  the  bitternefs  of  my  fpirit,  to 
fay,  "  I  will  fpeak  no  more  in  thy  name."  The 
old  heavens  and  the  old  earth  will  (I  truft)  yield  thee 
no  more  of  their  forbidden  delights  ;  and  there- 
fore, how  unwife  would  it  be,  through  an  imp 
obedience,  to  deprive  thy  tribulated  fpirit  of  that  un- 
dented rejoicing,  which  is  peculiar  to  the  new  crea- 
tion of  God.  I  mean  not,  by  this  folicitude  refpect- 
ing  thee,  to  be  the  means  of  promoting  an  activity 
from  under  the  renewed  influence  of  pure  wifdom, 
or  even  the  premature  difclofing  of  openings  into  the 
undoubted  myfteries  of  the  kingdom;  for  it  is  a  great 
but  necefiary  attainment,  to  know  how  to  keep  the 
Lord's  fecrets,  and  when  to  reveal  them.  But  a  tru- 
ly refigned  and  humble  ftate  of  mind  is  a  continual 
facrifice,  and  will  produce  the  fruit  of  the  Spirit  ;  fo 
that  I  wifli  for  thee  and  myfelf,  that  this  root  of  the 
matter  may  be  found  in  us  ;  then,  as  fteady  and  uni- 
form travellers  we  fhall  gain  ground  in  the  nen 
living  way  ;  and  leaving  the  things  that  are  behind, 
fhall  reach  forth  to  thofe  that    are  before,   having 
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our  eye  fingle  unto  Jefus,  who   alfo  took  up  the 
crofs  and  defpifed  the  fhame. 

loth  month  1789 — I  feel  myfelf  nearly  interefted 
in  thine  and  thy  wife's  welfare,  and  am  pleafed  with 
every  renewed  capacity  to  fympathize  with  you  in 
fpirit,  knowing,  that  if  you  dwell  in  that  faith  which 
overcomes  the  world,  you  muft  often  experience 
trials  of  it,  and,  for  its  refinement,  be  baptized  into  a 
fenfe  of  your  own  weaknefs  ;  perhaps  fo  much  fo,  as 
to  acknowledge,  with  the  holy  Apoftle,  that  we  have 
the  fentence  of  death  in  ourfelves,  that  we  fhould 
not  truft  in  ourfelves,  "  but  in  God  who  raifeth  the 
dead."  If  this  is  your  exercife,  be  encouraged  to 
faithfulnefs  herein.  There  are  many  who  willingly 
cry,  hofarma  to  him  who  cometh  in  the  name  of  the 
Lord,  but  who  are  not  bound  enough  in  heart  to  the 
pure  feed  of  divine  light,  to  watch  and  to  fuffer  witk 
it,  at  a  time  when  there  is  no  form  nor  comelinefs 
in  it ;  and  when  it  feems  no  otherwife  to  operate  in 
the  foul  than  by  making  the  creature  abhor  itfelf. 
Thefe  take  not  that  root  in  religion,  and  have  not 
that  holy  communion  or  fellowfhip  with  the  Father 
and  with  the  Son,  which  qualifies  the  watchful  chrif- 
tian  foul  undoubtedly  to  know  when  good  cometh  ; 
to  rejoice  in  themfelves,  and  not  in  another  ;  yea, 
and  to  bear  teftimony,  in  the  quickening  virtue  of 
truth,  that  the  Lord  is  rifen..  I  greatly  defire  thy  pre- 
fervation,  dear  friend,  believing  that  thou  art  design- 
ed for  an  inftrument  in  the  Lord's  hands,  to  carry  on 
his  work,  his  great  and  marvellous  work,  among  a 
benighted  and  rebellious  people,  and  to  be  the 
means,  in  the  little  fociety  thou  art  joined  to,  of 
drawing  them,  by  thy  example  as  well  as  precept, 
from  the  "  lo  here  is  Chrift,  and  lo  he  is  there,,,  to 
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the  kingdom  of  heaven  in  themfelves ;  and  of  in- 
finicking  them  in  patient  waiting  for  its  coming* 
This  being  a  part  of  thy  office,  I  know  thou  muft 
endure  much  hardnefs,  and  meet  with  perfecution 
in  thyfelf,  and  in  others  •,  becaufe  the  enemy  of  all 
good  will  transform  himfelf  as  into  an  angel  of  light, 
and  try  to  beguile  both  the  fimple,  and  thofe  who 
are  meafurably  inftrucled  in  the  kingdom  :  but  take 
for  thy  example  a  faithful  fervant  *  of  Jefus  Chrift, 
who  fled  as  the  dove  to  the  window  of  the  ark,  and 
flood  ftill  in  that  watch.  Then  wilt  thou  be  re- 
warded with  the  fulnefs  of  joy,  at  the  coming  of 
thy  Lord,  without  whom  thou  canfl  do  nothing  ; 
itrength  will  be  given  thee  faithfully  to  bear  thofe 
chriftian  teftimonies,  in  which  thou  haft  moil  fure- 
ly  believed,  and  alfo  to  fuffer  for  them,  if  it  be  the 
Matter's  will.  Then  will  the  light  in  thee  be  more 
and  more  ufeful  in  the  houfe,  and  the  weighti- 
nefs  and  reverence  of  thy  fpirit,  excite  the  beloved 
youth  alfo  to  purchafe  the  field  where  the  pearl  lies. 
May  I  be  thy  companion  in  thefe  exercifes  !  my  at- 
tainment in  religious  knowledge  is  fmall  ;  and  with- 
out frequent  baptifms  of  fpirit,  and  watchings  unto 
prayer,  I  find  even  that  little  might  foon  be  taken 
away.  Let  me  have  thy  prayers  and  the  fympathy 
of  thy  fpirit,  when  ever  the  pure  light  teaches  thee 
ib  to  do.  It  is  a  comfort  to  us  to  feel  thee,  and 
ibme  others  of  your  little  flock,  in  the  precious 
covenant  of  love  and  life,  wherein  we  deiire  to  be 
remembered  by  you  and  by  them. 

ioth  month  1789 — Thy  peaceful  return  is  matter 
of  joy  to  me.   I  wonder  not  at  it,  becaufe  thou 

ftrengthened 

*  See  William  Leddra's  epifllc  in  Piety  Promoted. 
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ftrengthened  to  humble  thyfelf  as  a  little  child ;  and 
therefore,  on  the  wings  of  faith  and  love,  art  thou 
exalted  to  behold  and  afpire  after  the  hope  of  thy 
calling,  and  even  to  rejoice  in  the  renewed  profpecl 
of  the  land  which  is  very  far  off.  Ah  !  how  often 
our  fpiritual  eye  wants  purging  and  re-anointing,  in 
order  to  fee  thefe  things,  and  in  our  meafure,  to 
"  behold  the  King  in  his  beauty  f  and  even  when 
it  is  fo  prepared,  wifdom,  infinite  wifdom,  prefents  it 
at  times  with  objects  more  conducive  to  the  eftablifh- 
ment  of  the  mind  upon  the  Rock  alone,  by  leaving 
it  fo  deftitute  of  fenfible  enjoyment,  that  it  loaths  it- 
felf,  feelingly  cries  out,  "  without  thee  I  can  do  no- 
thing," and  panteth,  like  the  hart  after  the  water 
brooks,  for  Shiloh,  the  River  of  life.  Here  (in  ano- 
ther metaphor)  is  Chrift  the  Rock  found,  where6n, 
a  truly  religious  wearinefs  (not  impatience)  of  this 
world,  and  the  things  thereof,  tend  to  build,  fta- 
blifh  and  firengthen  us.  We  are  but  fojeurners 
here;  let  us  then,  with  becoming  earneftnefs  of  fpi- 
rit,  invariably  feek  a  city  which  hath  foundations  ; 
the  very  knowledge  of  whofe  Builder  and  Maker  is 
life  eternal.  Thou  art  right,  my  dear  friend,  in  be- 
lieving me  to  be  in  a  tried  low  ftate  of  mind,  though 
thou  art  the  firft  that  feems  to  know  any  thing  of  it. 
I  mourn  over  myfelf,  not  knowing  why  it  is  lb  with 
me.  As  to  opening  my  mouth  in  our  meetings,  it 
feems  as  far  from  me  as  if  I  had  never  known  fuch 
a  concern.  A  painful  gloomy  exercife,  or  a  wan- 
dering imagination,  is  what  I  have  principally  to 
travail  through ;  and  yet,  having  been  acquainted 
with  a  fituation  of  mind  much  more  deftitute  than 
this,  I  dare  not  but  confider  the  invifible  fupport  my 
foul  is  blefled  with,  as  an  object  of  reverent  grati- 
tude. 
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tude.  Well  might  David  (who  knew  the  various 
difpenfations  of  the  Lord)  pray  that  His  holy  fpirit 
might  not  be  taken  from  him,  at  the  fame  time 
that  he  craved  the  reftoration  of  the  joys  of  His 
falvation.  But  let  our  allotment  be  what  it  may, 
there  is  fome  attention  to  be  paid  to  that  precept 
of  the  gofpel,  "  to  wafh  and  to  anoint  rather  than 
to  appear  to  men  to  faft."  My  fituation  in  this 
large  family,  where  many  have  their  own  exerciies 
to  pafs  through,  calls  upon  me  for  the  practice  of 
every  chriftian  virtue  which  I  have,  through  un- 
merited mercy,  been  taught  in  the  fchool  of  Chrift; 
and  much  complaint,  or  conversation  about  our 
inward  ftate,  except  truth  opens  the  way  for  it 
(which  I  truft  is  now  the  cafe,)  rather  decreafes 
than  increafes  our  ftrength.  We  have  a  friend, 
bleiTed  be  the  great  and  ever  worthy  name,  that 
flicks  clofer  than  any  brother  •,  may  we  then  cleave 
to  Him  with  full  purpofe  of  heart  !  He  can  renew 
our  refignation,  and  abundantly  prepare  us  to  fay, 
"  not  my  will,  but  Thine  be  done." 

nth  month  1789 — I  am,  through  infinite  kind- 
nefs,  convinced  that  the  immortality  of  the  foul  is 
manifeft  in  the  Spiritual  communion  which,  accord- 
ing to  our  meafures,  we  experience  in  theie  mortal 
bodies,  independant  of  every  medium  originating  fan 
the  invention  of  man;   and  though  a  \  :ive 

purity  occafions  with  me  a  very  defective  enjoyment 
of  it,  yet  I  feel  at  times  a  hoiy  refoiution  to  hold 
faft  that  which  I  have  of  the  unipeakablc  gift  of 
faith,  and  to  accept  it  as  an  earned  of  the  inherit- 
ance, until,  by  greater  degrees  of  light,  love,  and 
life,  the  redemption  of  the  purchmfed  pofleffion  is 
obtained.    That  thou  art  my  companion  herein, 

in 


4oo  EXTRACTS     FROM 

in  hidden  conflict  for  this  glorious  prize,  I  feem 
affured  beyond  a  doubt ;  and  greatly  defire  that  the 
prefent  difpenfation  of  unerring  Wifdom  may,  in 
proportion  to  the  depths  of  forrow  which  thou  haft 
experienced,  lead  thee  up,  on  confecrated  ground, 
to  this  dignified  attainment.  Ah,  my  friend,  thefe 
are  humble  afcendings,  becaufe  they  are  the  confe- 
quence  of  defcending :  but  they  are  fafe  >  therefore 
fear  not,  O  daughter  of  Zion  -,  lo  "  I  am  with 
thee,  faith  the  Lord  ;  be  not  difmayed,  I  am  thy 
God  •,  I  will  ftrengthen  thee,  I  will  help  thee,  yea, 
I  will  uphold  thee  with  the  right  hand  of  my 
righteoufnefs." 

nth  month  1789 — Thefe  are  low  trying  times 
with  us,  and  particularly  to  my  mind,  feeling  myfelf 
often  as  one  that  has  abundant  need  to  go  down 
again  to  the  potter's  houfe  ;  and,  through  divine 
favour,  ftrength  is  at  times  afforded  to  defcend  in 
fpirit  to  where  a  right  and  true  fenfe  of  myfelf,  and 
the  purity  of  the  caufe  I  am  fometimes  engaged  to 
advocate,  is  obtained.  We  often  have  need  of  the 
prayers,  and  fympathy  of  each  others  fpirits,  and 
oh  !  that  we  may  be  kept  in  that  faith  which  gives 
the  victory,  fo  as  to  wreftle  effectually  for  the  re- 
newed fupplies  of  the  Spirit,  that  none  of  the  dis- 
couragements of  our  day  may  prevail  againft  us.  I 
know  thou  haft  thy  fecret  provings  ;  but  fear  not, 
"  greater  is  He  that  is  in  thee,  than  he  that  is  in 
the  world."  We  have  champions  in  this  land, 
who  feem  to  defy  little  David's  fimplicity  ;  but  if 
thofe  who  go  forth  againft  fuch  in  your  parts,  as 
well  as  here,  do  it  in  the  name  of  the  Lord  God  of 
the  armies  of  Ifrael,  and  with  thofe  weapons  which 
He  approves,  victory  will  finally  be  on  their  fide. 

nth 
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1  ith  month  1789 — I  have  long  feen  it  neceflary 
to  watch  my  own  heart,  left  while  I  nourifhed  an 
approved  chriftian  fympathy  with  my  fellow  pil- 
grims, and  manifefted  it  in  the  line  of  apprehended 
duty,  I  fhould  alfo  draw  their  attention  and  affec- 
tions to  myfelf,   and  thereby  wound  the  pure  life 
by  ftrengthening  the  root   of  felf  love   in  both  ; 
and  inftead  of  building  up  in  the  moft  holy  faith, 
and  in  a  Angle  dependance  upon  the  one  true  and 
everlafting  Lawgiver,  make  iuch  a  compofition  of 
nature  and  grace,   as  would  keep  the  mind  in  fer- 
mentation, rather  than  in  perfect  peace  j    rob  of 
His  honour  the   Captain   of   our    falvation  •,     and 
prevent    thofe  mighty  works    being   done   in   His 
name  which  call  for  the  finglenefs  of  the  believing 
heart.     I  have  beheld  an  evil  like  this  in  our  camp, 
and  its  impediment  to  the  growth  of  viilted  minds 
to   that  ftature  in  Chrift,  to  which  their  peace  af- 
furedly  called  them.      Do  not  miftake  me  ;     I  re- 
verence the  bond  of  chriftian  fellowfhip,   and  in  a 
hn^c  of  the  fellowfhip  itfelf,   with  its  facred  con- 
doling unction,   my  fpirit  has  often  been  diflblved, 
and    fervently  craved    its   increafe   in   myfelf   and 
others  :     yea,   I  have  rejoiced  in   the  flowings   of 
that  language,    which  I  can  now  feelingly  adopt  to 
thyfelf  (not  from  partiality  io  much  as  from  a  re- 
newed concern  for  thy  prefer  vat  ion)   "  My  Ion; 
for  and  joy,  ftand  faft  in  the  Lord,   my  dearly  be- 
loved. "     In  feafons  like  this,  we  perceive  where  the 
mixture  lies*,   the  natural  part  (which  cannot  inhe- 
rit the  kingdom)   blending  with  a  rightly  begotten 
exercife  and  fympathy  with  each   other.      If  our 
moft  amiable  qualifications,  and  afie&tonate  endear- 
ments,  are  not  fubfervient  to,  and  fanc'tiiicd  by, 

the 
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the  refiner  of  hearts,  they  are  encumbrances  to 
the  gofpel,  and  the  fervices  of  it. 

1 2th  month  1789 — Accept  the  expreffions  of  my 
renewed  love  and  fympathy  for,  and  with  thee ;  the 
remembrance  of  thee  is  precious  to  my  heart,  be- 
caufe  I  comfortably  feel  thee  to  be  a  fellow-traveller 
towards  a  city  which  hath  foundations.  We  muft 
not  expe£t  the  weather,  the  roads,  and  the  difpofi- 
tion  of  our  minds  for  profecuting  the  journey,  to 
be  always  pleafant ;  but  we  muft  ever  be  careful  to 
keep  in  the  way ;  to  travel  when  light  is  upon  the 
path;  and  to  reft  in  the  night.  We  are  not  to  con- 
clude every  thing  loft  which  is  out  of  fight ;  the 
moft  valuable  grain  the  earth  yields,  pafles  through 
a  temporary  death.  We  are  moft  of  us  fenfelefs 
enough,  at  times,  to  be  obje&s  of  the  Apoftle's 
roufing  addrefs,  u  thou  fool,  that  which  thou  foweft 
is  not  quickened  except  it  die."  Human  nature  is 
fo  fubjedl  to  deception,  that  it  can  fruftrate,  by 
fome  pollution  or  other,  almoft  every  difpenfation, 
but  death  :  therefore,  be  thou  faithful  unto  that, 
remembering  the  confequent  promife-,  "  thou  malt 
receive  a  crown  of  life." 

1 2th  month  1789 — I  afiure  thee  my  heart  feels 
for  thee  a  cordiality,  which  at  times  does  myfelf 
good  :  for  in  loving  thofe  who  love  the  truth,  (as 
I  believe  thou  doft)  we  unite  ourfelves  to  a  chain, 
the  end  of  which,  however  remote  from  the  per- 
fection of  the  divine  life,  happily  connects  us  with  all 
the  living,  in  feeking  after  thofe  things  which  ex- 
cel in  purity  and  duration.  One  comfort  that  at- 
tends thofe  who  are  fimply,  and  fingly  preffing 
after  the  hope  of  their  calling  is,  that  they  are  not 
bound  to  tell  all  they  feel,  neither  with  refpeft  to 

themfelves, 
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themfelves,  nor  others ;  it  is  not  efiential  that 
they  fhould  feek  eminence,  even  in  the  religious 
world.  They  are  happily  fpared  the  trouble  of 
fuch  vain  objects,  and  find  that,  in  folitude  of  fpi- 
rit  the  Beloved  of  fouls  fpeaks  moft  comfortably  to 
them,  and  enriches  them  with  moft  fpirkual  olefin 
ings,  which  he  caufes  them  to  enjoy  in  heavenly 
places.  Oh,  how  often  I  covet  for  myfelf,  and 
my  friends,  that  we  may  keep  facred  to  thefe  "  hea- 
venly places,"  the  gifts  of  the  fpirit  !  Nature  is 
apt  to  feed  upon  them,  to  bafk  itfelf  in  their  in- 
fluence, and  congratulate  itfelf  in  the  pofleffion  of 
fuch  treafure  ;  when  alas  !  the  gold,  the  precious 
gold,  this  way  becomes  dim,  and  is  often  unv 
tinfeled  over  by  the  unfan&ified  affection  of  the 
creature.  I  wifh, — that  thou  and  I  may  pofTefs 
that  love  or  charity  which  boafteth  not  itfelf,  nor  is 
foon  extinguished  by  the  changeablenefs  ever  to  be 
found  in  the  face  of  perifhing  things  ;  but 
cherifh  in  ourfelves  the  root  from  whence  every 
chriftian  virtue  fprings.  Then  we  may  have  rejoic- 
ing in  ourfelves,  rather  than  in  another,  and  our 
mental  falutations  herein  be  more  frequent  than 
our   expreflions    of  them.      Thy  account    oi 

is  comfortable,   fhe  is    a  : 

man,  and  will  I  hope,  more  and  more,  fhev 
felf  to  be  what  fne  i>.  Obfcurity  is  not  always 
granted  to  thofe  who  moft  feek  it  ,  it  is  fometimcs 
a  favourable  climate  for  the  fruits  of  humiliation's 
valley  ;  but  thefe  are  in  wifdom,  and  fur  the  good 
of  mankind,  often 
and  have  nothin; 

1 2th    month    17S9 — 
return  from  Dublin,  A.  S.  departed  W« 
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hear  flie  had  fore  conflict  of  mind  for  fome  days, 
greatly  fearing  her  future  welfare :  fo  pure  did  that 
kingdom  appear,  when  her  admired  livelinefs, 
and  faculty  of  pleafing  ceafed  -,  when  pleafant  pic- 
tures of  fpiritual  things  were  torn  to  pieces,  and 
the  day  that  burns  as  an  oven  came  upon  them. 
But  this  heavinefs  of  fpirit  was  a  merciful  difpen- 
iation ;  the  chaftifement  yielded  peaceable  fruit ; 
for  before  flie  finally  took  her  leave  of  vifible 
things,  fhe  had  to  acknowledge  unfailing  mercies. 
1 2th  month  1789 — I  have  feen,  in  my  fhort 
life,  fo  much  fallacy  in  human  wifdom  refpecting 
matrimonial  connections,  and  fo  much  blefiing 
fliowered  upon  an  attention  to  fimple  uncorrupted 
openings,  which  have  not  at  firft  appeared  moil 
plaufible,  that  I  feem  to  have  no  faith  left  in  any 
direction  but  that  which  the  devoted  heart  finds  to 
make  for  peace.  In  concerns  of  this  fort,  it  is 
often  very  difficult  for  fuch  to  judge,  becaufe 
prepoffeffion  and  inclination  are  apt  to  influence 
our  beft  feelings.  Natural  affection  bears  fome  re- 
femblance  of  facred  impulfe  ;  and  therefore,  me- 
thinks  that  this  feed,  though  ever  fo  right,  muft 
die  in  the  ground  before  it  be  quickened  and  fanc- 
tified.  In  fhort  there  are  few  openings,  for  our 
and  the  general  good,  which  have  not  to  pafs 
through  this  temporary  death,  few  gifts  but  what 
are  defigned  to  be  buried  in  baptifm  ,  and  I  wifh 
thee,  if  ever  thou  poflefs  a  female  companion,  to 
obtain  her  as  a  fruit  of  the  new  creation  :  that  fo 
thou  mayft  reap  thofe  fpiritual  advantages  which 
thofe  enjoy,  who,  through  the  effectual  working  of 
the  grace  of  God,  drink  together  into  one  fpirit, 
whether  in  fufrering    or   in  rejoicing;  for  without 

this 
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this   experience,   Zion's    travellers   muft  find   fuch 
connections  to  be  fecretly  burdenfome  and  inilpid. 

1  ft  month  1790 — I  rejoice   that  the  Keeper  of 
Ifrael,  who  fleeps  not  by  day,  nor  tlumbers  by  nig] 
hath  thee  under  his  providential   care.      This   is  a 
fuftaining   perfuafion,   a   hope    in    times    of    tri 
which  fettles  the  otherwife  toiled  mind  on  the  con- 
fecrated  ground  of  pure   dependence  :   m:.\ 
never  doubt  it,   Satan  will  not  fail  to  aiiault  th 
fometimes  in  roaring  about  thy  dwelling,  and  fome- 
times,  with  the  fubtilty  of  the   prince   of  the   air, 
feeking  to  take  poflelfion  of  all  within  tl 
can  poliibly  incline  to  diibbey  the  commands  of 
fcrutable  and  infinite  wifdom.     Remember  he  w 
liar  from  the  beginning;    and    inv  \th 

the  exaltation  of  the  mountain  of  the  Lord's  hou 
He  prefers  any  hill  to  this  ;  and  had  rather  n 
gathered  to  the  heights  of  our   ov  "nations, 

and  the  feat  of  judgment,   the  up- 

felves,  and  reaibn  out  of  doors  the  convictions  of 
truth,   than  that  we  mould  die  daily  to  the  will  of 
the  creature,  and  lit  in  reverent  dependancc 
feet  of  Him  who  bruifes  the  ferpent's  head. 

1  ft  month  1790 — I  want  thee  to  be  encouraged, 
and  to  put  all  thy  confidence  in  the  everlafting  arm. 
Leave,  as  much  as  poflible,  things  that  are  behind  ; 
be  content  with  the  prelent  emptinefs  (when  it  is 
thy   portion)   and   neither  toil  nor  fnin   fc-    1 
fupplies.      He  that  clothes  the  lilies   and  th 
of  the  field,   is  abundantly  able  an 
own  time,   to   reveal  his  gracious   providence,   and 
minifter,   from  the  treasures  of  wifdom  and  kn 
ledge,  to  his  llock  and   family,   even    thro- 
weak  and   foolifli  things  of  this   world  \ 

S   2  thil 
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things  which  are  not,  (minds  reduced  to  a  fenfe  of 
their  ncthingnefs)  may  bring  to  nought  things 
which  are.  The  chriftian's  ftrength  confifts  in  the 
favour  and  countenance  of  his  Captain  ;  and  the 
obtaining  of  this  leads  the  mind  into  that  ahafed- 
nefs  where  Satan  rinds  himielf  difcomfited,  and  his 
head  bruiied.  "  He  fliall  bruife  thy  heel."  Little 
indeed  is  in  his  power,  if  we  maintain  the  humility, 
the  iimplicity,  and  holy  dignity  of  a  converted 
foul.  Many  words  are  unnecefTary  at  prefent.  The 
Mafter,  who  knows  what  thou  canft  bear,  will  I 
doubt  not  give  thee  thy  meat  in  due  feafon,  waken 
thee  morning  by  morning,  and  caufe  thine  ear  to 
:  3  the  learned  :  in  all  things  may  he  inftruct 
thee  to  difcretion,  and  preferve  thee  in  the  way 
whereinto  he  hath  led  thee,  even  that  way  which 
truly  no  fowl  knoweth  !  I  know,  from  a  degree  of 
experience,  that  the  farther  we  get  from  a  depend- 
ance  upon  inftrumental  confolation,  the  more  likely 
we  are,  with  holy  certainty,  to  difcover  (amidft  in- 
ward conflicts)  the  indubitable  evidence  of  being 
upon  the  true  foundation,  the  feal  of  adoption,  the 
white  ftone  with  the  new  name,  &c.  The  very 
chaftifements  which  introduce  the  mind  to  this 
humbling  knowledge,  are  (when  paffed  by)  fweet 
to  the  new  talle,  as  the  honey  and  the  honey-comb, 
ift  month  1790 — I  did  not  forget  thee:  but 
truly  felf  was  at  that  time  fo  much  the  object  and 
fubjecl  of  my  cares  and  exertions,  that  if  I  could 
but  any  way  keep  my  head  above  water  thereby,  it 
was  more  than  my  doubting  mind  could  at  times 
hope  for.  Ah,  my  dear  friend,  I  have  a  heart  prone 
to  rebel  againft,  and  live  above  the  pure  principle 
of  truth  3  and  becaufe  thereof,  my  fpirit  is  at  times 

covered 
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coyered  with  mourning  as  with  a  garment  ;  and 
more  efpecially,  when  I  confider  the  greatnefs,  and 
the  holinefs  of  that  Name,  of  which  I  venture  to 
make  mention  in  the  congregation  of  the  Lord's 
people.  It  is  mercy,  nothing  fhert  of  mercy,  fo 
marvelloufly  difplayed  in  the  choice  of  vefl'els  for 
facred  fervices  in  the  church.  "  He  will  have  mer- 
cy on  whom  he  will  have  mercy  :"  this  truth  baffles 
human  reafoning  :  and  therefore,  let  thee  and  me 
covet  an  increafe  of  the  increafe  of  God,  and  afk 
in  faith  for  the  belt  gifts.  Being  afflicted  with  the 
impurity  of  ftruggling  nature,  let  us  come  boldly 
to  the  throne  of  grace,  to  help  us  in  the  needful 
time,  and  to  fettle  our  fpirits  in  calm  acquiefcence 
with,  and  refignation  to,  the  difpenfations  of  infi- 
nite wifdom  ;  that  fo,  from  every  temptation  and 
tribulation,  our  fouls  may  be  reitored,  with  th 
mortal  and  unadulterated  fong,  "  thy  will  be  done." 
If  we  are  but  as  the  ram's  horns,  through  \ 
the  Shepherd  of  Ifrael  fpeaks  at  timrs  to  his  people, 
(in  concert  with  his  inward  and  more  ddpifed 
teaching)  let  us  be  content,  and  fimply  feck  an 
holy  conformity  to,  and  adorning  of  his  doctrine. 

2d  month  1790 — It  is  not  by  might  or  b 
but  by  the  fpirit  of  the  Lord,  that  His  work 
pers,  or  his  praife  is  effected  ; 
tie  one  may  be  made  u  a  thoufand,  {\nd  a  fm*ll  one 
a  ftrong  nation."     Uhdc 
is  ftrengthened  in  the  Omnipou 
revelation  of  the  Lord's  Arm  in  our 
and   our    truft    removed    from    the    . 
ftrength,  to  ftrength  itfelfi      Th 
glory   in    his   riches,   nor    the    fl  ill    his 

ftrength,  but  the  caufc  of  |  und  to  be 
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in  the  righteous  government  and  difpenfations  of 
our  Holy  Head.  Thy  letter  brought  you  all  fo 
much  to  my  mind,  that  it  feemed  as  if  I  was  with 
you,  fharing  in  your  concerns,  and  feeling  in  part 
that  weight  of  exercife  with  which  dependant  fer- 
vants  are  introduced  into  their  field  of  labour.  Now 
perhaps  I  may  congratulate  you  on  the  completion 
hereof,  and  participate  in  that  humble  rejoicing 
wherewith  Ebenezers  are  fet  up.  I  fervently  de- 
fire  to  poiTefs  an  increafing  capacity  to  feel  with  the 
members  of  the  myftical  body,  where-ever  fcattered, 
or  however  concealed  in  the  depths  of  the  wilder- 
nefs  from  the  human  eye  ;  for  I  am  perfuaded  that, 
as  our  fpirits  are  regulated  by  the  president  of  this 
church,  they  will,  at  times,  be  carried  beyond  the 
bounds  of  obfervation,  to  vifit  the  feed  in  prifon. 

3d  month  179c — Though  my  heart  fympathizes 
fo  nearly  and  tenderly  with  thee  and  thy  dear  wife, 
as  that  I  could  mingle  my  tears  with  yours,  yet  I 
dare  not  utter  the  language  of  commiferation,  for 
your  late  lofs  of  a  lovely  plant  out  of  your  garden ; 
but  rather  of  congratulation  for  the  blefled  experi- 
ence, that  "  the  eternal  God  is  your  refuge,  and 
that  underneath  are  the  everlafting  arms."  Herein  I 
rejoice,  and  will  rejoice  that  fuch  unadulterated  con- 
folation  is  miniftered  to  the  poor  in  fpirit.  You 
have  a  freih  opportunity,  my  beloved  friends,  by 
pure  refignation,  to  commit  your  fpirits,  your  chil- 
dren, and  your  fubftance,  into  divine  keeping. 
May  nothing  impede  the  progrefs  and  perfection  of 
this  work,  this  glorious  work,  whereby  the  fong  of 
the  redeemed  is  learned,  and  qualification  wrought 
to  unite  with  the  heavenly  hoft,  in  proclaiming,  that 
"  worthy  is  the  Lord  God.  and  the  Lamb,  to  receive 

riches, 
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rickes,  honour,  and  power,  both  now  and  for  ever." 
A  mind  centred  to  the  fource  of  inftrudiion,  wifdom, 
and  ftrength,  can  receive  little  more  by  fuch  commu- 
nications as  thefe,  than  an  outward  and  vifible  (ign  of 
that  inward  and  fpiritual  grace,  wherewith  the  foul 
is  replenifhed,  and  wherein  it  finds  the  fubftance  of 
all  that  is  truly  good.  It  is  nevertheless  an  allowable 
accommodation  to  the  wreaknefs  of  ienfe,  thus  to 
commune  ;  and  having,  in  moments  of  drooping, 
been  refrelhed  by  thy  tender  fympathy  and  faluta- 
tions,  my  heart  is  bound  in  chriftian  affection  to 
(hare  thy  griefs,  and  hail  thee  on  every  renewed  ac- 
ceffion  to  the  Mailer's  crofs,  and  participation  of  his 
crown.  Oh  my  friend,  what  nailing  we  take,  before 
we  are  bound  to  it  !  how  nature  oppofes  that  holy 
experience  of  being  led  as  a  lamb  to  the  (laughter, 
and  as  a  (heep  that  is  dumb  before  its  (hearers. 
Hard  as  the  work  is,  with  God  all  things  are  poffible; 
and  therefore  let  us  watch  and  be  fober,  adding  to 
our  faith  virtue  ;  that  when  the  power  is  revealed 
by  which  we  can  do  all  things,  we  being  in  readi- 
nefs,  may  advance  from  ftrength  to  ftrength,  and 
finally  appear  before  the  Lord  in  Zion,  among  thofe 
who  are  fully  fanctified.  We  are  now  returned 
from  our  quarterly  meeting,  where  I  truft  the  gof- 
pel  caufe  did  not  go  backward.  We  ought  not  to 
look  for  great  things*,  we  do  not  deierve -them. 
And  I  perceive  that  when  we  are  mo  ft  clipped  into 
this  fenie,  life  and  immortality  (being  graciou 
waiting)  are  the  moft  fure  to  be  brought  to  light. 
Therefore  let  us  be  humbled  under  the  mighty 
hand,  that  we  may  be  thus  truly  exalted  in  due 
time  *,  yea,  in  all  our  provings,  let 
into  our  own  nothingncis,   and  \ 
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fation  which  clothes  us  with  it  ;  for  then,  me- 
thinks,  we  fhall  learn  in  every  thing  to  give  thanks. 

3d  month  1790 — Thou  haft,  my  dear  friend,  of 
late  appeared  to  me  to  be  preparing  to  fet  out,  ac- 
cording to  the  facred  counfel  of  the  great  Mafter  to 
His  difciples,  without  fcrip  or  purfe,  or  two  coats, 
reduced  to  a  limple  dependance  upon  renewed  fup- 
plies  from  the  holy  treafury,  and  learning,  in  a  new 
line  of  fervice,  to  live  by  faith.  May  ft  thou  in- 
creafe  in  the  certain  knowledge,  that  the  Lord  is 
gracious  unto  fuch  humble  faithful  walkers  before 
him.  I  feel  a  confidence  that  it  will  be  fo,  and  that 
thy  feet  will  grow  more  and  more  confpicuoufly 
beautiful  upon  the  mountains  •,  becaufe  they  are,  be- 
yond all  fbadow  of  doubt,  fhod  with  the  preparation 
of  the  gofpel  of  peace,  and  through  adorable  kind- 
nefs,  wafhed  for  the  fervice  on  which  thou  art  now 
fet  out :  therefore  gird  up  the  loins  of  thy  mind, 
and  hope  to  the  end.  Do  not  be  afraid  of  the 
gloomy  exercifes  into  which  thy  mind  may  often 
be  baptized.  Remember  that  even  the  great  Mafter, : 
who  knew  without  fear  or  doubting  that  he  fhould 
glorify  the  Father,  groaned  in  himfelf  before  he 
raifed  Lazarus  from  the  dead.  Do,  I  entreat  thee, 
offer  thyfelf  up  freely,  and  do  not  feek  to  cut  thy 
matter  fhorter  than  is  confiftent  with  thy  peace.. 
Look  forward  and  not  backward  ;  for  if  I  am  not 
miftaken,  thy  progrefs  in  the  work  whereunto  thou 
art  called,  is  not  defigned  to  be  as  flow  as  fome 
thou  mayeft  efteem  thy  cotemporaries  •,  and  it  is  as 
great  an  evil  to  take  from  the  words  of  the  pro- 
phecy of  the  book,   as  to  add  to  them. 

3d  month  1790 — Your  many  testimonies  of  af- 
fection  for  us,  your  repeated  accounts   refpecting 

yourfelves,. 
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yourfelves,  and,  above  all,  your  fteady  increafe  in 
faving  knowledge,  of  which  we  are  perfuaded,  are 
frequent  occafions  of  humble  thankfulnefs  to  the  Fa- 
ther of  mercies,  whofe  bleffings,  varioufly  fhowered 
upon  you  and  us,  are  worthy  of  reverent  commemo- 
ration, and  grateful   inquiry,  what  we  fhall  render 
unto  him  therefore.      It  is  little,  very  little,  that  wc 
can  do  for  fo  bountiful  a  Shepherd  ;    nor  does  He, 
blefled  be  His  name,  require  at  our  hands  what  He 
has  not  furnifhed  us  with  ability  to  perform :  but  that 
little,  let  us  prefent  at,  or  caft  into  the  fecret  treasu- 
ry, not  doubting  His  companionate  acceptance, 
humble  refigned  fpirit  is  a  gift  which,  I  believ 
never  refufed  at  the  altar.     It  is,  while  prefer \ 
continual  offering,  a  fweet  fmelling  facrifice,  the  fa- 
vour of  life  unto  life  in  thofe  that  believe  ;    it  is  a 
bulwark  or  fortrefs,  where,  in  times  of  defertion, 
temptation  and  tribulation,  the  weary  foul  finds  fliel- 
ter,  and  all  the  armour  of  light  againft  Satan's   at- 
tacks and  fiery  darts.   Now,  my  beloved  friends,  my 
heart  feels  you  as  companions  in  the  christian  path  ; 
and  in  your  exercifes,  your  difcouragements  and  po- 
verty of  fpirit,  I  participate;   though  diftant  in  the 
outward,  yet  as  the  Apoitle  laid,  "  prefent  in  fpirit." 
— Be  affiired  that  the  fame  afflictions  are  meafurably 
accomplished  in  every  true  member  of  the  nr 
body.      You    have   companions  therein,   and 
not  be  told,  that  all  thefe  things  are  intended  for  our 
refinement,  and  increaling  uSefuIncfs  and  Service  in 
the  church  militant  here  on  earth  :   that  when  this 
mortal  Shall  pHt  on  immortality,  the  tribulated 
may    obtain    an    eternal    reildence,  in  the  gl< 
church  triumphant,  where  all  tears  are  wiped 
thefe  are  animating  confiderations,  and  pr 

endure 
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endure  hardnefs  like  good  foldiers  of  Jefus  Chrift, 
and  to  receive  with  thankfgiving  every  humiliation 
and  fpiritual  baptifm.  I  know,  dear  friend,  that  if 
thou  art  mercifully  kept  quick  in  underftanding  in 
the  fear  of  the  Lord,  the  weak,  unconverted  ftate 
of  many  of  your  members  will  occafion  thee  to  go 
mourning  on  thy  way,  at  the  fame  time  that  thou 
finds  a  neceffity  to  attend  to  that  command  of  the 
great  Mafter,  to  wafli  and  anoint  rather  than  appear 
unto  men  to  faft.  This  hidden  exercife  of  fpirit 
will  efpoufe  thee  more  clofely  to  the  heavenly  bride- 
groom, who  hath  the  fpirit  of  wifdom  and  under- 
ftanding, and  who  judges  not  after  the  fight  of  the 
eye,  or  the  hearing  of  the  ear.  I  do  hope,  my 
beloved  friends,  that  your  labours  will  be  bleft 
though  yourfelves  think  them  very  weak  and  final  1. 
If  our  treafure  is  but  laid  up  in  heaven,  no  matter 
how  little  our  corrupt  hearts  are  entrufted  with 
the  knowledge  of  it.  Be  not  afraid  of  leaving 
the  Iheep  and  lambs,  when  the  good  Shepherd 
calls  to  any  duty ;  His  care  is  better  than  ours, 
and  He  can  fupply  all  your  needs,  by  the  riches  of 
His  grace  in  Chrift  Jefus  our  Lord. 

4th  month  1790 — I  am  comforted  in  finding 
that  your  hearts  are  knit  together  like  David  and 
Jonathan's,  in  oppofition  to  every  ftratagem  which 
Satan  may  ufe.  As  I  do  believe  the  cement  is 
compofed  of  materials  acceptable  to  the  penetrating 
eye  of  the  great  Preferver  of  men,  fo  I  truft  you 
will  feel  your  union  to  be  a  balm  through  the  future 
fteppings  of  chriftian  and  foeial  travel,  however 
it  may  pleafe  infinite  Wifdom  to  difpofe  of  you, 
as  to  your  outward  fettlements,  or  journeyings  in 
the  prefent  world. — Settle  it  in  thy  heart  to  expett 

a  mixture 
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a  mixture  of  bitternefs  in  that  cup  of  comfort, 
which  the  great  Mafter  may  minifter  to  thee.  No 
deadly  forrow  is  in  the  bleffing ;  but  evil  things, 
and  mutable  things,  until  our  purification  is  com- 
plete, have  a  power  over  us  which  keeps  our  fpi- 
rits  in  a  ftate  of  profitable  groaning  •,  and  if  we  do 
but  experience  the  fulfilling  of  that  gracious  pro- 
mife,  that  for  the  cryings  of  the  poor,  and  for 
the  fighings  of  the  needy,  he  will  arife,  let  us 
thank  him  and  take  courage. 

My  beloved 's  letter  came  at  a  time  more 

acceptable  than  would  be  prudent  for  me  this  way 
to  defcribe.  It  renewed  that  precious  participation 
of  each  other's  exercifes  and  confolations,  which  I 
do  believe  originates  in  the  Fountain  of  everlafting 
love.  I  look  with  humble  admiration  at  that  holy 
hand  which  is  leading  thee  about,  and  inftructing 
thee ;  and  my  faith  is  ftrong  that  the  Lord  will  keep 
thee  as  the  apple  of  his  eye,  and,  in  his  own  time, 
make  all  clouds  of  difcouragement  as  the  duft  of  his 
feet.  Thou  knoweft  and  thou  wilt  more  and  more 
know,  that,  for  the  right  performance  of  any  re- 
ligious fervice,  we  want  emptying  from  vefTel  to 
veffel ;  and  when  we  confider  how  many  have  fuf- 
fered  by  an  imperfect  experience  of  this  great  work, 
we  ought  not  to  lament  at  any  difpenfation,  or 
change  of  feafons,  which  brings  us,  in  the  I 
degree,  nearer  to  that  ftate  and  feature,  for  which 
infinite  kindneis  deiigns  us. 

5th  month  1790 — That  meaiure  of  converfion 
which  is  efientially  neceiTary,  rightly  to  introduce 
us  into  every  new  line    of  fa 

refemblance  to  the  firft  ftep  of  the  great  apoftle  in- 
to the  chriftian  religion:  a  light  fhone  around  him; 

fuch 
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fuch  conviction  feized  his  foul,  that  whilft  he  afked, 
f  who  art  thou,"  he  called  him  Lord  ;  he  confult- 
ed  not  with  flefh  and  blood  :  happy  refignation  ! 
which  however,  did  not  keep  him  out  of  the  Jlreet 
called  Strait,  neither  for  a  time  were  his  eyes  fuf- 
feredto  be  opened. — We  have  each  our  peculiar 
exercifes,  as  we  have  each  our  peculiar  infirmities  ; 
all  which,  through  fandtification  and  purification  of 
heart,  may  help  us  forward  to  a  final  fettlement  in 
that  glorious  city,  whofe  inhabitants  no  more  fay 
they  are  fick. — I  hope  thou  wilt  not  draw  back  from 
any  opening  to  duty,  which  thou  mayeft  be  favour- 
ed with.  The  right  time,  and  our  time,  do  not 
always  agree  \  but  we  ought  invariably  to  bear  tes- 
timony to  the  firft,  by  the  fubordination  of  the 
latter.  "  Wifdom  is  juftified  of  her  children  ;" 
and  therefore  do  not  reafon  unprofitably  upon 
thy  duty. 

7th  month  1790 — It  was  pleafant  to  be  informed 
of  thy  fafe  landing  in  Ireland.  I  hope  thy  drooping 
mind  has  been  refrefhed,  not  only  by  the  ftrength- 
ening  fympathy  of  fellow-travellers,  but  alfo  by  the 
composing,  and  yet  animating  virtue  of  Shiloh's 
ftr earns,  and  that  thou  haft  been  enabled  to  lie  down 
befide  thefe  waters  which  run  foftly.  Thou  know- 
eft  that  when  we  can  get  here,  it  is  like  getting 
home,  to  a  joy  with  which  no  ftranger  can  inter- 
meddle. The  increafe  of  fuch  a  capacity  is  what 
my  foul  longs  for  ;  that  in  this  exercifing  journey 
before  us,  wherein  creaturely  efforts  can  do  little 
for  the  promotion  of  the  great  caufe,  the  pure 
feed  may,  from  place  to  place,  be  at  lea  ft  fecretly 
vifited  ;    and  that  whether  efife&s  may  be  feen  or 

not 
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not,   the  work,   in  divine   condefcenfion,   may   be 
hid  with  the  Lord. 

nth    month    1790 — The  comfortable  evidence 
thou  mentions,  of  there  being  a   power   ftrong   in 
proportion   to   thy   weakness,    ftrengthens   m\ 
clining  faith,   and   encourages   me   to  lay  hold  on 
the  fame  blefTed  hope,  becaufe  it  met  the  witnef? 
in   my  heart   that   fays   it  is  the  truth. 
dence  fo  precious  is  not  to  be  cafe  away  •,    it  is  de- 
figned  for  an   anchor   to   the   poor   veiicl,   il 
attaching  it  to  eternal  help,   when,   in   dr 
dom,   its   courfe  is  refcrained  on  the  waters  of  af- 
fliction and  uncertainty.     Then  let  me  fay,  call:  not 
away  thy  confidence,   for  therein   is   great   recom- 
penfe  of  reward.      We   are   often  tempted   to  do 
this  ;     fometimes,  in  the  multitude  of  objecls,  for- 
getting the   great   fource  of  good,   and   means   of 
prefervation ;     and   at    others,    looking   lb   t: 
and    doubtfully    at  them,    as    to   lofe   our  inl 
in  both.     May  thou  and  I,  watch  againit  the:' 
other  evils  ;     and  pray,  according   to   our 
of  faith,  that  that  fpirit   may  prelkle  in 
can  rejoice  in  God  alone,  though  nc 
it,  or  can  own  its  life. 

1790 — I  cannot  kno 

kigs  and  temptations  are  fo  deep 

an  affectionate,  fifterly  folic": 

fame  time  that  I  percei 

are   in   the  footfteps  of  the  floe 

greateft  cordiality  do  I  find,   that   thou 

draw  thy   confolations   from 

fellow  difciples.      The  well's   n 

in  thyfelf,   thou  fitted:  1 

drop  of  water  brought 
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overflowings,  ferves  but  to  augment  thy  lamenta- 
tion ;  for  thy  thirft  cannot  be  fatisfied  with  that, 
which  is  not  the  "  well  in  thee  fpringing  up  into 
everlafting  life."  I  am  glad  thou  art  refolved  to 
be  patient ;  if  thou  holdeft  thy  integrity  herein, 
and  letteft  patience  have  its  perfect  work,  thou 
wilt  find  more  perfection  in  this  difpenfation  than 
is  manifeft  at  prefent,  and  moreover  thou  wilt  lack 
nothing.  Then  be  of  good  cheer,  my  beloved 
friend  :  believe  in  the  fatherly  care  and  compaffion 
of  Him  who  is  the  Lord  Almighty ;  and  doubt 
not  that  all  His  chaftifements  are  the  more  indeli- 
bly to  fix  the  feal  of  adoption  upon  thy  fpirit  j 
whereby  thy  qualifications  may  be  ftrengthened  to 
cry  Abba,  Father !  in  proportion  to  the  increafe  of 
thy  fervices  in  and  for  His  Name.  Were  not  the 
experiences  of  the  Lord's  dealings  to  us  as  indi- 
viduals fomewhat  deep,  there  might  be  more  dan- 
ger of  ftumbling  in  the  paths  of  judgment,  when, 
for  the  welfare  of  others,  we  may  be  turned  into 
them  ;  and  marvel  not  if,  after  this  baptifm  with 
which  thou  art  baptized,  the  Mafter,  who  is  rich 
in  mercy,  and  infcrutable  in  wifdom,  calls  upon 
thee  for  fome  new  act  of  dedication.  Until  then, 
fight  the  good  fight  of  faith  •,  now  is  thy  time  to 
prove  the  fufEciency  of  thy  ever  victorious  Captain. 
Refolve  if  thou  perifh,  it  {hall  be  at  His  footftool. 
Let  not  out  thine  ear  to  the  accufer  of  the  brethren, 
believe  him  not,  even  refpecting  thyfelf,  when  he 
tells  thee  that  thou  art  not  what  thy  friends  take 
thee  to  be.  But  if  the  Father  chaftens,  and  drawg 
thee  from  man's  judgment,  by  fliewing  thee  the 
fallibility  thereof,  cleave  to  him  as  to  thy  belt  friend. 
Experience  will  convince  thee,   that  whoever  ftand 

through 
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through  the  ftorms  attendant  on  their  pilgrimage  for 
the  honour  of  the  great  Name,  muft  learn  to  pafs 
through  good  report,  as  well  as  evil  report  •,  with 
an  equal  negledt  of  it  as  fuch  ;  for  the  weapons  of 
their  warfare  being  fpiritual,  they  muft  not  fail  to 
apply  them  to  the  fpiritual  wickednefs  in  the  high, 
but  fecret  places  of  their  own  hearts.  Self  is  apt 
to  feed  upon  the  manifeft  unity  of  our  friends,  and 
to  draw  our  attention  from  the  pure  and  ftrength- 
cning  virtue  which  fupplieth  every  joint  of  the 
myftical  body ;  rendering  us  lefs  capable,  than  we 
otherwife  fhould  be,  of  eating  that  bread  which 
the  world  knows  not  of. 

1  have  a  comfortable  hope  refpe&ing 

thy  profperity  and  prefer vation,  and  already  rejoice 
in  the  fymptoms  thereof.  That  one  efpecially,  of 
the  paffing  away  of  the  old  heavens  and  the  old 
earth,  is  fo  favourable,  that  I  truft  thou  wilt  fully 
refign  thyfelf  thereto,  that  fo  they  may  be  remem- 
bered no  more,  nor  come  into,  to  way-lay  thy  mind 
in  any  of  its  preparations  for  gofpel  fervice.  Yes, 
my  heart  can  feel  with  thee,  in  thy  frequent  inca- 
pacity to  rejoice  in  even  the  pureft  friendship,  or 
to  fupport  it  by  the  effufions  of  natural  affection. 
Oh  that  all  whofe  hearts  and  tongues  have  been 
animated  with  the  live  coal  from  the  facred  Altar, 
had  fully  parted  through  difpenfations  of  this  fort  \ 
methinks  the  priefthood,  and  other  living  mem^ 
in  the  church,  would  be  more  burning  and  fliining 
lights,  have  more  true  chriftian  fympathy  I 
other,  and  oftener  meet  one  another  in  the  field 
of  fpiritual  exercife,  or,  in  other  word  the 

true  communion  of  faints.  We  mils  many  of  the 
excellent  promiles  of  the  gofpel,  for  want  of 
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to,  and  dwelling  in,  that  humbled  fituation  of  mind 
to  which  they  belong.  How  many  fit  in  judgment, 
who  never  fufficiently,  by  virtue  of  the  meeknefs  of 
their  fpirits,  were  guided  in  the  midft  of  its  paths ! 
How  often  do  we  hear  attempts  to  fing  the  praife 
of  Zion's  King,  by  thofe  whofe  general  conduct 
bears  no  teftimony  to  a  fervent  travail  of  their  fpi- 
rits  after  deliverance  from  the  enemies  of  their 
own  houfes,  and  who  confequently  cannot  ftand 
upon  its  banks.  Though  I  often  fear  it  is  the  cafe, 
I  dread  to  fettle  down  (becaufe  it  fometimes  ap- 
pears to  be  my  duty  to  mew  unto  others  their 
tranfgreflions)  as  if  the  work  was  done  at  home, 
and  my  foul's  adverfary  overcome  *,  when,  perad- 
venture,  his  force  is  redoubled,  and  his  artifice 
herein  more  than  ever  effectual.  "  Watch  and 
pray,"  fweetly  occurs  to  my  mind,  and  for  this 
good  end,  u  that  ye  enter  not  into  temptation  ;" 
that  the  veflel  may  be  preferved  in  fanctification 
and  honour,  and  that  the  immortal  birth  may  have 
its  habitation  in  a  purified  temple.  Then  may  the 
new  heavens,  the  new  earth,  and  the  holy  moun- 
tain, in  times  of  refreshing,  break  forth  into  linging, 
becaufe  the  Lord  comforts  his  people,  and  hath, 
mercy  upon  his  afflicted. 


FINIS. 


